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THE BENGAL LEaSLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Tiik Assemhi.y met in the Assemhly House. Caleiitta, on Monday, 
the IGUi March, I94‘J. at 8-d() n.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Spejiker (Mr Syi i» .1 \i \i,i’i)!UN TTasiikmy) in tlie Chair, 
9 Hon’ hie Milli^teIs und Ihd ineinliers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Extension of service in Bengal Medical Service. 

•158. Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Will (he Hon ’hie Minister 

in char^'^e of the Public Health and Local Self-tiovernment (Medical) 
Department he plf‘ii‘«ed to state wliether any person in the Bengal 
Medical Service now employed under the Medical Department of the 
Government of Bengal has been granted exteiision of Hervieey 

(6) If the answer to (as is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing — 

(i) their names; 

(ii) number of extensions granted in each case; and 
(in) reasons of such extensionsP 
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QUESTIONS. 


[16th March/ 


MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Beau): (a) Yes. 

(h) A statement is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to starred question No. 158. 

Cases of extensions with reasons in each case. 

1. Dr. Dinesh Chandra Chakravarty. f.r.c.s., ai b.e., Professor of 
Clinical Surgery, Me<lical College, Calcutta, has been granted an 
extension of one year only with effect from the 16th December, 1941, 
on the ground that Government could ill afford to lose the services of 
on eminent surgeon like him at the Medical College Hospitals especially 
in view of the emergent conditions in connection with the war. < 

2. Dr. lliraj Mohan Das Gui)ta, Officiating Professor of Proto- 
zoology, School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta, has been granted an 
extension of one yeiir only with effect from the Ibth April, 1942. The 
School being an important Research Institute, persons of long 
experience and highly specialised knowledge are required to fill the 
posts of Professors. As first rate candidates would not be available 
during the war time, the services of Dr. Das Gupta have been retained 
beyond the date of superannuation. 

3. Dr. Dabiruddin Ahmed, o.ilk.. Officiating Superintendent, 
Campbell Medical Scluxd and Hospital, (’alcutta. was granted an 
extension of service for 6 months with effect from the Gth October, 1940, 
which was followed by another extension for 6 months. A further 
extension has been granted to him up to the 25th May, 1942. 

4. Dr, Ahmed was due to retire on the 6th October, 1940, when he 
was Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. Medical College, Calcutta, 
and Superintendent, Mental Observation Ward. Bhowanipore. Apart 
from the particular fitness of Dr. Ahmed for this post, there w’as no 
other Medical Officer in the department or outside it who could succeed 
him in that post which requires consitlerable experience in teaching and 
medico-legal work. Moreover many important posts fell vacant owing 
to the recall of some senior l.M.S. officers to military duty, and retention 
of Dr. Ahmed in service to fill one of these posts was considered all the 
more necessary in the interest of public service. 

Governmeffit grant to village dispensaries. 

M59. Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether all the village dispensaries are 
getting Government grants P 
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(6) If the answer to («) is in ibe negative, will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

• The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: {a) No. 

(h) The responsibility for establishment and inaiiiteiiance of rural 
dispensaries vests in the local bodies although Government have shared 
this responsibility by inaugurating the policy of making grants to rural 
dispensaries since Under this policy, grunts at the rate of 

Es. 2o0 for a village dispensary and Its. oOO for a thana «lis])ensary are 
paid each year to di.spensarie.s which satisfy the conditions attached to 
the grant and are recommended l)y the Divisional Uommissioners. The 
conditions are briefly as below': — 

(1) No grant is paid to a dispensary which is not reported by the 
• Uivil Surgeon to be efficiently managed. 

(2) No grant is paid to more than one disiuoisary in a thana so 

long as there remains a thana in the district without a 
dispensary. 

(3) No grant is paid to a private dispensary unless it is taken over 

or aided by the local body or bodies. 

(4) No grant is made to a dispensary established before 1922-23. af 

the policy w’a.s given effect to in 1922-23 in rirder to encourage 
the local bodit*^ to establish larger number of dispensaries. 

(>')) No grant is paid to a dispensary W'hich received capital grant 
out (»f Government of India grant for rural uplift on comlition 
that the recurring expenditure would be met locall\ . 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that there are many dispim- 
saries which sati'^fy all tfie conditions enumerated in tiie answ-er but 
are not in receipt of any Government grunt? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 am sorry to hear 
that. T shall peis<»nally look into sm h eases if the fmnourahle memher 
supplie.^ me with the nect‘ssary iniormatir)n. , 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Minister 
aware of the fact that a disj)en«ary in Haga in the district of lliirisal was 
not granted Government aid because it was efficiently managed by the 
Union Board contrihution.s and baal subscript ions? 

The Hon’Me Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: If the honourable 
member will supply me with the necessary information, I shall certainly 
look into the matter. 
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[ 16 th Makch,* 


Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether, in view of the fact that the hospitals in the cities are 
l>eing cleared of the patients, he will consider the desirability of giving 
more grants to village dispensaries? • 


The Hen’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as the 

village dispensaries are concerned, they cannot supply the need which 
the city hospitals were supplying. So, I do not see how these two 
questions can be connected. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answer 
v\ill till' iloirhle Minisler be pleased to state what is tlie policy 
und(*r]yirig that answer? There is a great need for disj)ensaries in 
the rural artnis for which tlie Union Hoar<ls are unable to raise local 
contril)utions and towards wliich (iovernnient do not giv«' any grants. 
Is it the jiolicy of (Government to deny the needs of tin* i)eople for 
nothing? 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The polic\ is a ver\ wide (juestion. 
The ]K)licy is enunciated 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: In view of the fact that the 
people in rural areas are very poor, >\ill tlu‘ llon’hh* Minister be 
pleased to say whether the (Tovernment will consider the desirability 
of changing (he policy enunciated? 


The Horfble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : That raises a very 
iiniiortant question whii h lequiies to be hxiked into. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the lIouTde Minister be 
pleased to tell the House whether in vitnv of the increase in the number 
of deaths of maternity cases (both deaths of mothers at the time of 
delTvery and the dt'aths of children! every year in Heiigal. (fovernment 
are considering tlie question of supplying every such dispensary with 
a midwife iu the rural areas us there is a dearth of midwives in those 
areas ? 


Th« Hon'blt Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 shall deal with 
that que.stion when I shall deal with the question of maternity mortality 
in Bengal in the course of the budget discussion. 



.J942,] QUESTIONS. 5 

Amoimt proviM for improvomont of Sadar Hospitals in 1941-42. 


M60. Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Will the Houble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ijocal Self-(fovernineut 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the amount provided for the imprnveiuent ol Sadiir Hospitals 
in 194142; 

{b) the amount that has been saved from tlie grant during the 
period; and 

te) tlie reasons for the savings.*^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : {a) A sum of 

Rh. 2, 20, ()()() Mas provided for making capital grant toM'ards im]»rove- 
ment Sadar Hosi)itals in 194142. 

(h) The entire amount remaineil unspent during the \ear PM 142. 

(c) (i runts for impro\ement of Sadar Hospitals arc* imide on 
condition that a share in the capital expenditure and the entire addi- 
tional recurring expenditure involved in the scheme of improvenH*nt M’ill 
be met hy the hn'ul liodies concerned from local sources. The total 
provision remained unutilised due to incapacity <d the* local hodies to 
paiticipate in the grant aft(‘r satisfying the above condition. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the II on ’hie Minister 

he pleased to state \\h(*ther in view of the fact that the local bodies are 
unable to make pro\isi(ni i<»r recurring grant on account ol paucity 
of funds, the (ho eminent are (oiisidering tin* desiraliility (d imme- 
diately jiroN incialising the Sadai and Suhdi visional Hospitals 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That ({mstion is 

under consideration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hlc Minister he 
jdeased to ntate if conti ihiitioii from local gentlemen, not from local 
bodies, will he lonsidered as sufiicient induc<*men1 for (lovcinment to 
.jirovide lunds out of the ullottc-d amount for Sadar Hospitals!^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That <iiustion has 
not y<*f been considered h\ fio\'<Tnment. Personally sjM*aking I shall 
consider that a most welcome move. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I.s it a fact that for tin* Iterhampore 
, Sadar Hospital a large apiount has already been provided by tlie 
Maharaja of Lalgola and a full report therwn nith a list of the require- 
menta and improvements including the extension of Tuberculosis Ward 
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and the Child Maternity Welfare Ward has been submitted at an 
estimated cost of Ks. 50,000 against which the Maharaja of Lalgola has 
promised nearly double the amount that the Government are requested 
to provide for? Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state wl^at 
has happened to that petition which was submitted complete in every 
respect nearly 4 months ago? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I shall look into 
the inatler immediately. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state wdiat share of the ca])ital exj)enditure is demanded 
by the Government? 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I think that there 
is no fixed share wfiich has been determined yet, but it varies from bO 
per cent, to 7b per cent. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In view of the assurance given 
by tl»e Hon’ble Minister just now, will he be pleased to state if be is 
considering the desirability of provincialising the Sadar and Subdivi- 
sional Hospitals during the current financial year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am afraid it 
cannot be done. 


Separete bade for Eurofieans in hospitals. 

•161. Maufvi M. M08LEM ALI MOLLAH: i^i) Will the Ilou’ble 

Mmi.‘<ler in charge of the Public Health and latcMl Self-(iovei nment 
De[)artnieiit he pleased t(» state wliether there are separate wards or beds 
for Kuro]»ean ])atients attached to every hospital in the Province either 
managed or aided h\ (to\ernment? 

(/)) If so, will the Ilon’hle Minister he plea.sed to state the reason 
thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) There are no 
separate wards or beds exclusively for European patients in any Govern- 
ment or (Tovernmeut-aided hos])ital in the Province. Even in the Presi- 
dency General Hospital which is primarily intended for Europeans, 
Indian patients accustonml to European diet and mode of living may be 
admitted. 


(b) Does not arise. 



.1942.] 


QUESTIONS. 


7 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'bJe Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of pivin^ a comparative estimate 
of costs incurred for maintaining patients of European and Indian 
Wards respectively? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am afraid. I 
cannot g-ive it now. I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the llon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what percentage of accommodation in the Presidency 
General lIosj)ital is open to Indian patients? 

Jha Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I want notice. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Is the Ilim’ldi* Minister aware that 
the cost ot diet ot Knn»pean patients is much higher than that of 
Indian patients? 

The Hon>ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 think ko. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the llon’hlc Minister be 
])Iease(] to consider the desirability of increasing the food value of the 
diet allowed to Indian jiatients and also of giving better ameniti(*s to 
them ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So fur as I 

reineinher. a suggestion has already been made to abolish the distinc- 
ti(»n between Indian and European beds and cost of iliet and to arrive 
at a uniform scale by raising the Indian standard and reducing the 
European standard, hut no deci.sion has yet been arrived. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: h the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the fact that there are separate w’ards for European and Indian 
patients in the hospital attached to the Indian School of Tropical 
Medicine? 

The Hoifble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am not aware of 
that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state when was the suggestion for the abolition of distinction 
between European and Indian patients, just referred to by him, given 
to the Government? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The suggestion 
came very recently tg my notice. 

Ml*. MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister . be 
pleased to state whether there is any ditferential treatment between 
Enrojean and Indian patients regarding- their diet.** 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I have already 

aiiHwiTecl lllut q nest ion. / 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With rotoionco to tho aii>w<T ji st 
now ^n\('n that tlio KU^^^e^tion lias conio vory recently to hi.'s notice, 
will the llmrhle MiiUNtei he pleaded to slate what was the period 
that had elapsed hetween the recei\inp- of the (|n<‘stion and the bringing* 

of the suggestion to his notice, and it there was delay, who is responsible 
for ity *1. 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: This matter t ame to 
niy notice in connection with this particular question. 

Arreet and detention of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

•162. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: (o) Will the HoiTble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department lie jdeased to state — 

(i) 'whether Mr. Sarut ('handra lio.se was arrested and detained in 
(Calcutta in Decern lier lust ; 

(it) if so, the reason of the arrest; 

(itf) whether the arrest was done under orders of the Government 
of Bengal; 

(iv) if not, under whose orders; 

(r) whether he has been transferred from Calcutta; 

{t>i) if so, his present wherealiouts ; 

(vu) whether there was any attempt by the Bengal Government for 
postponing his transfer; 

(t’iu) whether any allowance has been granted to him; and 
(ij*) if so, from what funds 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any steps have been taken for the release or transfer 
of Mr. Bose in Bengal; and 

<it) if so, with what result? 
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MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Heti’ble 
, Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) The attention of the houonrohle member is invited to the Press 
Communique issued by the Government of India on the 11th December, 
1941. 

(lii) and (iv) Under orders of the Goverumeiit of BeiifraJ upon direc- 
tions of the Central Government. 

(r) Yes. 

(ri) lie is at present detained in the Triehinojxily Jail in Madras. 

I lone see?) in ne\vspapei> (lint he is to Ik* transferred to 
some otlo'r jail hut no otlicijil communication has reached us y(‘t. lie 
has not \et h(*cn tran^te?■re^l trom Trichinopoly. 

(vu) No, but I en(lea\o)iit‘d to ^^et into touc h with the Ffomc Member 
with this object. 

(nti) An allowanc'e ha.s been made to his family. 

(jj*) From Central ItesenueH. 

(h) (?) My collea^nu’s and myself hove approached the Government 
of India in the matter. 

(h) The Government of India did not agree to Mr. Bose’s release or 
transfer to Bengal. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN. With reference to answer 
{a) (viii), will the llon’ble Mini.sler be pleased to state what is tho 
amount of this ulloxNancer' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Hs. 1,000 a month. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: With referenc;e to answer (h)(i), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to .state if the Government of 
Bengal, as distinct from any individual Minister or Ministers, have 
made any representation to the Government of India with regard to- 
the release of Mr.* Sarat Chandra Bose? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My answer is that the 
Council of Ministers have made a representation. 

Mr. Ktiwaja 8HAHABUDOIN: Sir, I seek the protec’tion of the 
Chair for my question which is very clear and simple being properly 
answered. My question specifically asks whether the Government of 
Bengal, as such, have made any representation 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: But you have got a clear answer to- 
that question. 
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Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABU0DIN: May I make a submission to you. 
Sir, in this connection? With regard to this question very definite 
requests have been made to the Home Minister who is also the Chief 
Minister by the Leader of the Opposition that Government should 
make its position very clear whether they are satisfied that the arrest 
and detention of Mr. Sara! Chandra Bose is justified. And my question 
is whether the Government of Bengal, as such, have made any repre- 
sentation to the Government of India for the release of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose or for his transfer. Furthermore, an.swer (h) (i) says 
that the Ministers have made some representations, and I want to know 
if the Government of Bengal, as such, have made any representation. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has given a suitable reply already, 
(Cries of “No”, “No”, from the Opposition Benches.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The ex Cldef Whip of 
the G(»verimient knows \ery veil the constitutional position and it is 
no use pursuing the (piestion any turtlier. I will iiot be drawn out in 
a discussion on tliis point because 1 have already given tlie answer 
that the Couru'il of Ministers have ma<le a representation and I will 
not go further. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ill the ILm’ble Mmistei be 

pleased to state, with reference to an.swer (h) (/), whether the Council of 
Ministers made any written representation, and if so, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the Library Table a copy of that written 
representation ? 

Th6 Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The representation was 
a written representation as elaborate as the Council of Ministers could 
make it. As for laying it on the Library Table I think it will not 
help our cause lH*eause we are still in communication with the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if in that representation nothing short of complete and 
unconditional release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was the issue? 

The Hon*Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as my recollection 
goes, release or, in the alternative, transfer to Bengal, or trial by a 
competent court were the issues raised. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state if in connection with that representation and personal 
discussion was held between the authorities of the Central Government 
and the Council of Ministers or any representative or representatives 
of the Council of Ministers? 
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4W2.] 

(At this stage when there was a little delay in giving the reply, 
there were loud outbursts of laughter from the Opposition lieuehes.) 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Now in unnwer to tho 
uproarious lau^rhter I want to say that individual Ministers did ronsult 
the Governnient of India authorities. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What reply did surh individual 
Ministers who represented the case personally on ladiali ot the (’ouncil 
of Miiii.sters ^’•et from the Central (loverniiienty 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May 1 draw the attention 
of the honourable member to my answer to question (h) (ii) in this 
connection Y 

• 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the HoiChle Minister he 
pleased to state whether the (Jovernment of India’s refusal was made 
by any written commuiiK ation or at the time of the interview P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQt By a written 

communication. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’hle Minister 1 h* pleased 
to .state whether the refireHcntalion made by the ('ouncil of Ministers 
wa's (lone on the spur of the nioiiMMit or whether it was arrived at after 
a thoiou^di exaiiiiiiation !'' 

(Xo lejily.) 

Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the IlmChle Ministir he pleased 
to state if we are to under.Ntand that the t Government of lleii^.^’al have 
made no representation to the Oovernment of India!' 

Mf. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That (juostion does not arise. 

Mr, H, 8a 8UHRAWARDY: Will the llon’hle Miinster he pleased 
to state it the t Government of Bengal have thought it desirable to 
approach tlie (Government of India to awertain from the (lovernment 
of India the reasons for the detention and arrest of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose and if the (Government of liengal are satisfied that his (leU*nfion 
and arrest are justified!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, personally I can say 
Jthat we will be prepared to do that provided we get a written representa- 
tion from the Opposition that they really want the release of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose unconditionally. 

2 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA lANYAL: In view of the answer (b) (n), , 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what further steps the 
Council of Ministers of the Government of Bengal propose to take in 
this matter in order to secure either the release or the transfer or the 
trial of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose? 

Th6 Hoo^Wb Mr* A* K« FAZLUL HUQ. That particular matter 
is still engaging our attention. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, in view of the 
reply of the Hon ’bio Chief Minister to a question put by Mr. Suhra- 
wardy, it may be taken that the word “Opposition” also refers to us. 
We certainly on this side of the House are prepared to 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I did not mean them. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: The Hon’ble CTiief Minister may 
please make that clear. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I meant the new sui)porters 
of Mr. Surat ('hundra Bose. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, we have not received any answer 
to the suj)j)lemeutary <iue8tion put by Mr. Suhraw’ardy. The question 
was whether the G(»vernment of Bengal have satisfied themselves — — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Are you iiutting that (luestioii!' 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: We want an answer. We want your 
protection. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The question is whether the Govern- 
ment of Bengal has approached the Government of India to know the 
reasons why Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was arreste<l and detained and 
whether the Government of Bengal has been satisfied whether his 
arrest or detention was justified? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The answer has been given. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY. Sir, the answer given was that if 
the Gpposition desired that Mr. Bose should be released, then and then 
only the Chief Minister would be in a position to consider the mattei. 

1 wish to know if the Government of Bengal approach^ the Govern- 
aMiit.of India on this matter? 
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Mr> DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has repeatedly 
said that he would runsider that question. 

Mr. FAXLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I want to put a supplementary 
question. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please sit down. 

Mr. Khwtji SHAHABUDDINs Ou a point of order, Sir. I 
submit that the answer to Mr. Suliniwardy’s question has not been 
g-iven by the Ilon’ble Chief Minister. The tiiiestion was 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please sit down. If you are not 
satisfied with the answer, you eaii move a relevant motion. I cannot 
force an ans%ver from the Hon’ble Minister. It is up to you to move 
a relevant motion for that. 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN* Will the llon'ble Minister please state 
who was the authority who gave eflFect to the order of the (Jovernment 
of India for transferring Mr. Sarat Chandra Hose from Hengal to 
Trichino|H)ly P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is u matter for the Government 
of India and not for the Government of Hengal. 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: No. Sir, he has been transferred to 
Trichinopoly, it is stated in the question and I would like to know who 
gave effect to the order of the Government of India. Is it the Govern- 
ment of Hengal who gave effect to it or an agent of the Government 
of India!' 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a mutter absolutely for the 
Government of India, (lovernment of Hengal have got nothing to do 
with it. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Are we to understand that the 
Progressive Coalition Party does not want the release of Mr. Sarat 
(’liandra Bose? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Homa-ifittnimant of Mimstii Skliik|uilih. 

MSa. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: (a) h the Hon’ble Minister 

charge of the Home Department aware that Munshi Siddirfullah of 
Eajbutia, police-station Sudharam, district Noakhali, has been home- 
iotenied for 3 months? 
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(6) If M, will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state the jwsoa 
therefor ? 

(cj Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Governmeol contemplate granting him any allowance during the period 
of his internment? 

(//) Is it u fact that he has also been served with notice to show 
cause why he should not be prosecuted for participating in demonstra- 
tion on the occasion of the visit of the Hon’ble Thief Minister and other 
Ministers to Xoakhali? 

The Hofi’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (o) An order to this effect 
was served on him ; but w'as 8ul>se<iuently withdrawn on his representa- 
tion. 

(h) The reasons are shown in the orders, copies of which are laid 
on the Idbrary Table. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Has the Hon’lOc Minister satisfied 
hinisell wlh'tlier discretion vested in the District Magistrate was exei- 
cised |)r(»i>erl\ oi not ? 

The Hon*b!e Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have asked tor a tull 
report and 1 shall l)e niad to consider the ijuestion from the i)oint of 
view suggested by the Inmourahle inemlaT. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. will vou kindly hold over the 
question till the report is received? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it may not be held 
over. The (]Uestion may be repeated. I will place all the facts as 
Boon as I get them. Hut I have no objection to the que.stion being 
held over. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. The ([uestion will remain 
held over. 


HandoiifTs to Defence of Imiia Rule prisoners. 

M64. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that i)er8on8 arrested, tried and oonrieted 
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under the Defence of India Rules are handcuffed by the jwlice while 
they are hrouf^ht to the police-stations under arrest or pnxluced before 
the courta during the trial i)eritKl? 

{h) Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware that previously there was no such 
practice in the matter of treatment of civil (lis(d>edience prisoners^ 

(c) If so, is the llon'hle Minister considering the d»sira)*ility of 
issuing orders nut to use liundcuft’** on such prisoners!*^ 

The HofVble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: W/) The Defcine of India 
Rule prisoners are treated as pris^uters undei the ordinary law, and 
tlu-ir escort govenied hv rules dl'./, dl-'t. 7(KI and 721. Voliee 

Regulations, Hengal, Volume I. 

• 

{If) There has Ikmmi no change in the pru<‘tice in the matter of the 
treattnent of civil diH(d»4Mlien(c pns<»ners, and they are now trcati‘d, as 
Indote, like oriiinary pris<mers, and handeufls are only used when 
justified timler the Ihdiee Regulations. Ueiiga), rules. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’lde Minister he 
pleased to state it in \ie\\ ot the present position Oovennnent is i-onsi- 
deriiig the <lesirahility ol churiging the Rolive R<‘giilations to (‘iiiihle 
respectable jiersons \\ ho are fdai)ped under the Defence India Rules 
cir otherwise to lie treated with some amount of <‘onHideration 

Th® Hon’bt® Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* Yes, Sir, we aie very 
anxiously considering the whole question. 


Method of reatisition of war oontribution. 

•185. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (wi Will the Hon’hle 

Minister in <diarge ol the Home Ihqmrtment he pleased to state whether 
his attention has been drawn to the speech of the H^M^hle the ('hief 
Minister of the 11th Manh, I!M1 (reference jaige IMI of AssiMuhly ]*ro- 
ceedings, Volume IJX, No. d). in leply to the cut motion regarding 
method of realisation of war contributions? 

{hi If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any enquiry has l>een made in respect of the allegationa 
as indicated in the reply of the Chief Minister; 

(lO if 80, the result thereof ; 

(ni) ii’hen and by whom the enquiiy^ waa made; and 
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(7v) whether the mover of the cut motion was informed of such 
enquiry? 

(c) If no enquiry has been made, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) (i) Yes. 

(li) In freneral it was found that no complaints had been received. 
In Dacca it was found that there was no substance in one alleg’ed case. 
An allegation was made in another case, but it was found that no 
realisation had been made. 

(ill) In August, 1941, by District Officers. 

(rr) No. ■' 

(r) Does not arise. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleasi^d to state if he is aware that in the district of Faridpur where 
the settlement operation is going on in any case that was filed under 
section 103 both parties were compelled to pay contribution for war 
purposes? 

The Hon’bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no information. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will he enquire into the matter 
on the line of the allegation made? 

The Hon'bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. If the question is put to 
me 1 will certainly enquire. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the (iovernment of Bengal have addressed any 
instruction to the District OfficM'rs and others concerned requesting 
them or instructing them not to use any method which may be consi- 
dered as oppressive or iniquitous in raising or realising war 
contributions? 

Thv Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have said on a 
previous occasion we have issued numerous instructions to this effect 
and I hojH' that these discussions in the House will also have a very 
nalutury effect on the officers concerned. 

Dr. NALINAIC8HA SI^NYAL: WUl the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaseil to state sjiecifically* if any instruction has 'been Issued asking 
the District Officers not to use any oppressive methods? 
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TIm Hon'bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQt Ym, Sir; it niuat b» 

voluntary. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon'ble Miniver l>e 
pleased to refer to a particular instruHion, if any, requesting or 
advisin^f District Officers to j>ennit people only to voluntarily contri- 
bute and nothing else? 

Th« Hoffi’blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have not got the 

circulars before me, but I can say that we have issued such 
instructions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hoirble Minister sure of 
the fact y 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ S 1 am absolutely certain. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that the holders of guns in 
the district of Itogia are c()m|>ell4Ml to pay contribution to the war 
fund at tlie time of renewal of their liiences; otherwise they are not 
grante<l fresh licenced 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I am not aware of that. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (n) 
that no complaints liad been received, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to srtate if he is aware that while moving a cut motion I made 
certain general and one or two specific complaints about the oppressive 
methods adopted b,\ the District Officers in realising war contributions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not remember at the 
present moment, hut 1 am not prepartnl to contradict the honourable 
member. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the reply just now 
given, does not the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable that I should 
have been informed of those enquiries which were held by the District 
Offiiers? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is an expression of opinion. 

Mr. ATUL DHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon'ble Minister pleaM 
inform the House whether he is aware that during Sir Nazimuddin't 
Vegime as Hpme Minister a gentlemaii o| Dl^m^ ^i|l|a]^,^n Dacca 
complained to Oovemment that the' Sub-ltegisiriir refused to register 
documents unless he paid some war subscription? 
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Tlw HOfiHld Mr. A. K. FAXLUL HUQi I do not Temember that. 


Mr. NIKUNdA 0EHARI MAITI: Will the Hon hie Home 
MiniHter he pleased to state if he inclines in view of the complaints 
made by several members of thfs House to ask the officers not to take 
the initiative at all in the matter of realisation of war subscription? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I point out to the 

honourable member that that is not a practical proposition. Govern- 
ment officers can take initiative to explain the situation but they must 
leave it to the public to contribute voluntarily. The officers have 
been asked not to take part in the collection of subscription. 


Officiai canvassing in a Natore election to the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly. 

M66. Mr. FAILUR RAHMAN: Ui) Is the Hon’ble Mini.ster in 
charjj^e of the Home Department aware — 

{i) that there will be a bye-eleetion by the Natore subdivision 
Muhammadan Gonstituem’y of the Denial la^^islative 
Assemlily ; 

(ii) that Maulvi Noajeshuddin Ghowdhury is a candidate for the 
said bye-election from the Pro^ne.ssive 1‘arty; and 

{lii) that the Sjiecial Officer, Debt Settlement Board, North Circle 
of the Natore sulnli vision, is eauvassin^^ for the .said Maulvi 
Noajeshuddin Chowdhury? 

(h) If the answer to (o) i.s in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be jdeased t(» state what steps, if any, he proposes to take in 
the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) (O Yes 

{ii) The l’ro;;re.ssive (\»alition Party or the Prog^es^ive Party are 
not runnin^^ any candidates. 

(in) No. 

(/i) Doe.s not arise. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: AVill the HoiPble Minister be piea.ned 
to .state if this officer accompanied Maulvi Noajeshuddin Chowdhury 
to various places at Natore for election purposes? 

Thf Hon’blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am prepared to give 
information that I have got. One day, the Circle Officer, the Special 
Officer and Maulvi Noajeahuddin Chowdhury were travelling to Atrai 



m2.] 


MISCELLANEOUS MATTEHS. 


ir 


in Naogaon subdivision by the same train. The Circle Officer and the 
Special Officer went by bullock cart to Kalipanj and Maulvi Noajesh* 
uddin Chowdhurv went to the houw of a ueutlemau of the Natore 
constituency. Tlie SjH‘cial Officer and the vsaid jfentleman never 
travelled tojretlier except on that occa.srfni. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: WillUie Hoiride Minister he ideased 
to state whether in view of this re|K»rt he ha- satisfied himself that the 
Officer did not takt^ j)art in the cainassin^^ for Maulvi Xoajeshuddifi 
(’howdliuiT ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am preparnl to 
further and ^nve thix direction tl*‘*f olln ial should take any part 
in canvassin^^ (tii either .side 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
plea.seil to stat<' if it is a fa<'t that alle^ratioiis have been made affainst 
certain otiii lals on the jrmund that they were actively helpini^ the 
former Muslmi Leajrue I’aity, now eallin}.r the Mu.slim I^Mipfue Ihtrlia* 
mentary I'art\ in this House in I'oiinection with this election)^ 

Th« Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: AlWitions have been 

re(<‘ived hut the.\ are mere allejrations oni\. 1 eannot say anytliinjf. 

Mmige. 

The Sei're1ar\ then read out the f(dh>win|i: mes.sa^e received from 
the Bengal Iy<*jrislative Council; — 

“That the concurrenee of the Bengal lie^rislative Assembly be 
asked to tlie Benjral Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions! Kxti'mlin;; Bill, HO?, as passed h> the Benji^al Le^^islativo 
Couni’il at its me<*tin^ held on the tilth Mnreh, HM?.’’' 

MisceltanMus matters. 

Mr. K. NOORUODIN: B< •fore \ou jiroeeed with the work of the 
House, I would like to know your rulinjf about the remarks made tho 
other day 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I will consult the Party Leaders and 
I will give my decision within 20 iiiinute.s, 

Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would ]ike lo make the position of 
my party clear with regard to the qucHiioti of Mr. Sarat Cliandra 
Boae’s release. We, on this side of the House, feel that if the 
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Government of Bengal, after perusal of the material at the possession 
)f the Government of India, are satisfied that there is no justification 
'or the detention of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, then we are certainly 
n favour of releasing him. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

SS^-Madioal. 

The Hdn’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, on the recom- 
lendation of His Excellency the Governor of Bengal I beg to move 
hat a sum of Rs. ol,13,0(K) be granted for expenditure under the 
ead “88 — Medical”. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Sir, I l>eg to move tliat the 
emand of Ks. 01,18,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” 
e reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the reason which has led me to move this cut motion is the 
pathy of the Government to publish and place before this Assembly 
he report of the (/ommittee consisting of Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin, 
.B.K., M.L.A., Chairman, Mr. ^X. A. M. Walker, m.l.a., Mr. J. N. 
Jasu, M.L.A. , the Principal, Medical College, Calcutta, and Mr. N. N. 
fitra, Assistant Accounts Officer deputed by the Accountant-General, 
lengal. 

Sir, this Committee was appointed to enquire into the financial 
dministration and working of the Medical College Hospitals, parti- 
ularly with reference to the allegations of corruption made on the 
loor of this House on the 2(Hh April, 1939, in moving a resolution by 
nyself. The resolution was accepted by the Government of Bengal and 
he aforesaid Committee was constituted under the Government resolu- 
ion No. 1402Medl., dated the 24th July, 1939. 

Sir, the Committee commenced its sitting on the 12th August, 
1939, and continued its work with as much care as possible and I, Sir, 
ts the sponsor of the resolution, watched the proceedings with interest. 

Sir, during the course of enquiry, 1 understand evidences both oral 
uid documentary as to the conduct of Mr. K. S. Mitra, Secretary' of 
Jie Medical College Hospitals, involving culpable negligence and 
lishonesty of the worst type including the suppression of documents, 
interpolations and material alterations and additions on the invoices 
and ehalans regarding the purchase of an X-Ray Deep Therapy 
apparatus of the value of more than Rs. 38,000 were forthcoming. 
Sir, other instances of his riding rough-shod over the rules and canons 
of finance and accounting and of attempting to hide hia culpable 
Qommission and piniiiaion by cooked receipts and duipmy ehalans also 
came to light. 
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Sir, th€ Committee, during the course of enquiry I understand, 
were obstructed in their work by this very officer, Mr. K. S. Mitra, 
Secretary, putting various obstacles nnd as a result he was forced to 
take leave for more than 3 months so that the work of the Committee 
could proceed unhampered. I ltimately, Sir, the Committee submitted 
their report before the last Puja holidays. 

Sir, this is the first time when a non-official Committee was appoint* 
ed, and that by the last G(»vernment, to enquire into the financial 
administration and working with particular reference to the allega- 
tions or corruption in a j)remier institution like the Medical College 
Hospitals, Calcutta, and, Sir, the iH^rsonnel of the Committee is 
unimpeachable. 

I ask, Sir, the Hon hie Minister in charge of Medi«‘al Department 
lo explffin why he has not published the report. 1 charge him with 
suppressing the nqjort wliich I have ver\ good reasons to believe will 
diow a colossal financial maladministration of the Medical Ocdlege 
Hospitals. I charge him, Sir, with a motive to supi)ress the report — 
[he motive he himself supplied on the 20th April, 1939. in his speech 
)n the floor of tins House when he took part in the debate and spoke 
)n my resolution in which I advocated the constitution of this Enquiry 
Committee. Mr. Hasu said : “1 shall only point out to the Hon’hle 

Vlinister in charge (»f the Department eoncerned that we had an 
mcjuiry, a full dress enquiry into another matter relating to that 
^articular department wliich arose in Dacca. 1 mean the enquiry 
nade by Mr. Tyson in connection with the affairs in the Dacca Medical 
hdiool. Hut unf(>rtiinately Sir, that report has hwn sujipressed — we 
lo say (hat it has l>een deliberately suppressed — I do not know' whether 
his resolution has been occasioned by the fact that the particular 
ifficer concerned Wlongs to a particular community and it might he 
uggested that the other report would remain a sealed Iniok because 
he officer concerned in that enquiry happened to belong to another 
ommunity.’’ 

I say, Sir, that the motive has Wen supplied for the suppression 
of the report of enquiry into the allegations concerning the Medical 
College by the Hon’ble Minister himself in his speech just (|uoted. 

May I ask liim, Sir, wliether he has suppressed and deliberately 
suppressed the report as the particular officer concerned, I mean the 
Secretary, Medical College Hospitals, Wlongs to a particular com- 
munity. May I ask him wliether he has suppressed and deliberately 
suppressed the report as the particular officer concerned arranged tor 
,his reception ^hen he went to lecture in the Medical College for the 
recruitment of temporary I.M.S. offic^srs for war for the ftmt time after 
assumption of fiii office as k Minister with *‘Bandemataraiii*’ song 
sung bjr the Hindu students in the teeth of opposition by the Muslim 
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6tQd«iii« who left the lecture theatre in protest though the protest 
failed even to call for any sj’inpathy from him, not to speak of 
redressing their legitimate grievances. 

May I ask him, Sir, whether he blessed this particular officer con- 
cerned hv deliherafely sup]>ressing the report as this officer arranged 
wcond time for his recepti(m in the Medical College with “Bande- 
malaram'’ ^ong wounding the religious suscej)tibilities of the Muslim 
students on the occasion of the celebration of foundation day of the 
Medical (hdlege and distribution of prize's. 

May I ask h im, Sir, whether he ])roposes to celebrate the inaugura- 
tion of the new order brought about by Mr. Fazlul Huq making 
Dr. S>:imaprasad Mookerjee the guardian of the Muslim cause and 
int^'iests by the suppression of the report. 

Sir, the Kn(juir\ Committee was brought into existence in (M>m- 
pliuncc with a non-official residution passed on the floor of the Iliuise 
and it is (piiu* meet and pr(»per that the rejmct should he })laced Ixdore 
the IIou^e without delay. 

Sir, 1 canmd conclude my spe4*ch withotit quoting another ])ortion 
of the sp<*ech of Mr. (now Ilon’ble Mr.) Basu already referred to. He 
said “So tar as this demand for en(|uiry is <*oncerned whiidi is 
particularl\ <lirect<*d against corruption or allegation of (‘orruption, I 
do not think tiiat any reasonable person will rt'sist a pro]>osal of that 
character. We are alwa.xs anxi(»us to see that our public services are 
rendered free from corruj)tion ami so far as this side of the Hr)usp is 
concerned shall accord our full supi»ort whenever it is asked for in 
bringing about such a condition in our public servii'es that the corrup- 
tion will be a thing (*f the past”. 

1 ask the llon’ble Mr. Basu to state whether he stands by his 
declaration imob* at that time (»r he likt's to misuse the ])(»wer as a 
Minister to suppress the report as the ofhcei concerned belongs to a 
pnrticubir (‘ommunit>. I ask Mr. Basu to declare here and now if he 
lik<*s to puldisli tin* re]>ort so that it ma\ be '•crutinised by the ])ublic. 
If bis answer be in tlie affirmative, I ask him to say when he i.s going 
to publish the report. If on the other hand his answer Ih‘ in the 
negative, I shall onl\ sa\ that his repudiation of the position he took 
up in his speech on the ‘Jdth April, Id-Id. i^ no b‘ss miraculous than 
his rejuidiation of his connei'tion with the Forward Bloc w’hich 
seeun'd for him the Ministerial (iadi and thus made him a bureaucrat 
of the bureaucrats. 

With these few words, Sir, I eommeud the motion for the acceptance 
of the House. 

Dr. tHARAT GHANORA MUKHERill: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Ra. 51,13,000 for expenditure under the head ”3B— * 
MedicaF' he reduced by Rs. 100, The object of the motion is to raise 
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a discussion on the policy of Government in emptying beds to the 
extend of about 50 per cent, for indoor patients in Calcutta hospitals 
causing great inconvenience and hardships in tlie pulilic. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Ks. 51, 1.*!, 000 for 
expenditure under the head “5S — MedicaT’ be reduced l>y Its. 100. 
The object of the nH)tion is to raise a discussion on the failure of 
Government in proi)erlN eiiuijiping the mufassil hospitals. 

Deputy Si)eaker, Sir, •ft? — 

3 n3t'^fiprrc‘'f^ rrort^i 

^ m'A i ^stt cw 

ntrfrro ^ «rtfin 

i fVi fw jp 

i c^<ti ?mi, 

^FfipFr^l. FT^]. ^cw5| >fr< ^ 

c^’fi m ^ \ gcR 

rpr^?f -^K^i ^ :rritT hi?, sfrjr^/fw^ 3 — kPi 

fes^ indoor outdoor I reportij 

^r?r G1& fe^^r>ftf^ s rpi’trstr^ >f*^ >.sb.V(i >fTr^ K^o. 

^ 3PPI1 hs-al bodiesij^ 

n^-it 

'fTC^t RSTI 

^firr^r ^1 ^ ^^o':5cF^ yfn^Pi s fe>» 

^rmrsi TPTT^I District Board, Local Brjard, 

Union Board 3 Municipality^ ]5fcT?n <*nc^ ! i}^* 

Jrnn '^tt^ 3tn tp.TfF^-u ^^nrr?! i ifWi 

medical officerOT ‘c^TVt^tl 

nil fitt^ c^ m ^ 

^intcs 'atr5=5fti'5f^ «rt^i 

^ (71 «il ^TTT?l ^ ^ I 

■ c*tti tfBi n ^ mrm cmi 

4^s Union Board l tp75F^ Ufiion Boards} 50/^t)R 

?It^ ^j iyrr¥ anP c^ ^Tf -fipr 

w (^f»mr (pnt fe n wmft , irmnf^sff iits 8:ftt i ^inyf ort^ 
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cjfun '5tm?r ’r;am stro.cjs ^ ^tc;? »|t 5^ 

50 «R ▼fimi c^t-sH «(ftcsT ^ TO cmT or 'SRi 

f«i ^mt I '5t?i 5fi5i 'S'HtTO 9 '>Tf3 firfSwTO jt*)! TOliJ 

STffer irtfTOT 'in"^<'3n ^ ©mr ^ Jits i 

'43151 sT»i»ft^ ^ fE^«f3i'itf? 36^ c3pfti:H i|¥ f^iff?ptf ’s(»ft|rtn srr'f 

«pr^3ft3! I 

Union Board4 4^ dispensary 5tt^ 4?^li*t 4^ 

iffTO 4? '«ti?3f ’’tfwT '3?tr’i5i sftTi 'mfjfrafisn’r fro ■sir? ®5i 
3»1*rT?fr c.TOT 9 sn'‘f crft i Budget 'W ’fft’it-; 313111 ’tfrf&^C’Bi 

f3T?ft 4^^ spTf^ isititll C*tT3n lltu (7T^ ^S(315 ru 

311 1 irtqTsiir '#r’T3| 4^««t c^f?! sFin ’TiwTfr *(11:3 3 3rti(t^«f jJcsrs 

31131^ spit#^ I C3yt3i ftf?<3rf5p:^ d^iiTO r^tutro 415 

■rttSF 3n I i(llc<^(imi ’T^tC’Tfl ^ <rJe|5f.Mii -M'ol'i 9 ’IW 

31111 3ie niR sutfiRi S»Hr3R toi ji? 3 ^ jit-t 3Ff%??r 

'Sh«( sfsra sitins cii JTTO jrtrtiiT cwriir iffe ^iiift<(t^3iii 

ifC’j? 315 ?li!jl?iilt5 I tflillid 3ft«(tit«t ejnner.7tir jitthi? toTvi C3(3(ti:3i 
f^H? 9 «t3T '5l<f SIHI TOt? Tirt«ft3Il3 I T^3tT:i ^-.\r5 r^fV'i’n *111531 tf«[5 

^Ci:l simpflu 31119131, iis»tlf%, smr.?^ 3|friJn ytcis siftis *I1?i 
TO'tC'fit Tist^lT 9 ilftTl>i 3pr9lir 3iry|i ii - i iii f3i^ s Wtiim? »lf9M 

om ! OJ 3pr5 yi3piiisii,5i ^91*51^ ’llf^sfiy 9 (si) 1 ’4if,5'_ C3i3il(.e ^31^ ^[99)9 ?3i^ 
nursetwr^ srfl?l9 Tin iilir 3n 1 h/kPi 3ir9 9 1 si 3 9t;51otii 

stf^l*t 511:31 cn*flii9 3rpnii3j, f.TlUg 4CT9li:9^ C3r9iir cth 9mi 3ii^ 1 
Iic*t111, 9l9ll'5f9. C31tllliftf51, m’p, 91}^ 9 ’1t93in.'3 C3m:t?' Cim nur8e49 
91951 311%' I Nur8e49 TOlt?! Indoor C9lirti:59 •ftfws f5fT'!,3n 7991 C9 ’TS 
9 | :(l9 9l W 31T 151 9'-l'31| 591 tiC? 3n I 45:5^399 nJ1»ir3tr9 4%lli'1 C91'4‘tr99 

3199165 '$99 311 *1191119 9%3n, *lvfT m *1191119 T«tl, ^19 ?3 it rpji® mfij C91il'l- 
C99 A'lTOl '9 97153631 491 %yi 5%l^ 3il;n 9#1?3I19 STSTS 3rlill9‘l I 5^- 
*tlSR 39f9175 5f5f5‘13tl9 Si*! 5f^ 5l5^9(S'C'5f9 3rfr3 ?r3t9‘11 «5 531 t 19 3n:y 
*195 %51 3t?l*11*l I 991 «I5'9ii::*t 3ivftr5, 1J59 599*13^ 5*3119175 

ftf5«,»tl3I9 9191 3l«l 9* 3f^9fT5 J1*IS9IS"1. 5^99 sign board (77991 963597 
ftfT'sdI'Is 9l9t1 531719 "9 59?) [&•! I 9191 TflUli S'%t9 , oH «3R«| 9191 $[6^ I 
9'#3iliTT 5(915651 3tyc9 9 f95%5 51318(31165 emergency 5ft3f wtfit 9'89ll63 

9^ 915 9131*1651318(9105 "65591 ^8 9%TO 9169 Ofl^TI* 9971 91(5 591 
9%910? I Outdoor49 special cljnic8(% 91 591 9%9lC^ I %9l9 509 

515 C*Ol^ £9, ^ .91^91 JtwJ’l 5(905 5%O50? I5t51 599^^ I 9t59't9C*%9 
fcft9 (|5 ometgenoyl 9197 ^ T i nfifom 9131*165131 *f(%fc^59II 
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1942 .] 

■ tprst®^ ¥trtny ’*R’rt*f ^ '*Fnti 

I ^itTT^ ?Tr ^ ’vfro 

^ 'iii‘ tits ^Stpr ^\ 

f%n[ »ff<if 4\5 r^^rfr? i \i>f5i<^ 

WTO I 

(^) Medical item^fj <Tr ^ r?I 3 ^StSD Wl^tWl 

W^ TT^ ^fW) TTl’^^NstC^ ^f5*s I 

(k) tft^ BoardiliJ W^fC^f 4 ^ ^toIto tfM ' 5 ^^- 

*t3Pl^ IT 3^ I 

(o) c? or ftrf^'^ntro 5^, oi^ of^ ifjf (;^"^ ctoc^t 
ftf%«?,TO f^TJ5» ^ TT^hr ‘^W allowance ftin 

W^ fil*n Honorar\' Physician Surgeon frntT? fVjg* ^%«T Wkfri 

wr^?f r?r, ^ 3 ^ 1 

(8) TtH rto< (ytPn 

ic) 7pyr^ 4^ lady dwtor ^ Jj^pt ^finn midwife 

^ $fi^ I nt*fpr^i <fTJtfprr^ vs 'a Pp9 c^r TOlr^r 

tft'f ^ ^nr vf vcr I w^ cn ‘>ft tpf? 

^\ ’ft^ ^1 vfff^ ^ rjj I 

(6) ^fosr^ f.^PJ ^ Tpr^tt’strro ^rw 4wp| ^irfinn X-Ray institute 
4^* Bactereological laboratory vff^ WfJ v6v I 

(«\) indoor (yMtof S'tjs* 

nurse 4^5^ I 

TOT ^TOtft csh TOfrr wtr'4 

4^1^ TOT^ 7341 7^5. ^TfCS C4fM ^ I fVl Wtft 4C^ 

ymp( ^51714 I 

Wtft 4*f4 4TOtft Terai4 4^ indoor hospital building 

'5f&3 7^41 4ff*^ W4T4?5^ 4W51 Dejnjty ( Commissioner of 

Darjeeling, in8pection4 Wff^ TO4T firfif^TfeTTO C4 “a building 

meant for an Indoor Hospital has been lying vacant and unoccupied since 
long. It is a remarkable instance of how not to do a thing.” Wl4t73 ^ 
411 C«l^ 4C4 74 “it is a remarkable 

instance of how not to do a thing.” Wtf4 WHl Wft C4 Wt 4 T C*f4 4#^m 
WR44 W%1 soheme ^Ffir?n 

4 srr 4 r »f ' o t WW 7?C44I ^ 

v^ 4finn wrf4 wf^rff 1^6# tfWPrR TOu^nr tot STOtPr® 

wfiTOt 
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Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand for Rs. 51,13,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — 
Medical “ be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to 
raise a discusHioii about policy and grievances. 

Sir, 1 also beg to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100, 
The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about hospital 
arraiigeniefils during war time. 

fV TOTM ^ (71 TO Kg 

^ K^r I fKfe fTT KlftK TO TOT- 

TO Kih ^ifT^ I 4^ f33^ 4^ (7^ TO 

'fjf ^ 3tm ^ ^k[k, ^ ^ I pr? 

3fTO73^ WJ 3fynn 4 fTO?r *fS 31 ^SftTO^ 3K^P C’tC^ fV 
pr Buggestiona f^TS ‘Ktfit f33iT K5Tr3 

5t^ I 

^ ^mr 3irC5T ^ ft3tK 

<7rc3 ^ I 4T rcKi : ftn f%3K4, ^ fro^t i 

f33^ (7rtTK2f^3trt 4^ 

»rtOy^ PWK (ompartment 4 'KTTO^ (TO*I (7RK 

eommunalirim KCTO* 4^ pToTC'd^ ftfV'AKlK (TTCITOi compartmentalism 

KSJ^K, c.ommunalism 4^^ 3t^ I 

<71 frot ^Kr3 ^ I ft3T^I Post-graduate training, grants to 

all mediciU schools 4^* 53‘t^ nursing training, 

3t^'t 4^ preventive, frfiK curative, Preventivei?1 

'3BftCn Public Healh l)ei)artmcnt4^ I (7f^ TO Public Health4 

^vfi (Tf^ TO ^TOn (TO ’TO I Curative4^ f33iT TOK# 

TO fro =TKC3 TOtK TOfrrr 3tTO 

KC51 fTOTOR. fVl 4^ 4^ ^ TO Ito (TTt^ T? I 

TOTO 5l>f’tt3fK9f%, curative4^ KT^TT I rPl’lt3td 
^ 4^ metropolis towiiij, 4^* fvflll Wr’yCK district 

8ul)divi8ion4 Kl union4 I ^ 4^ 5:l^dt3lW bfs 

i ivs] 3l% ^ i 3TOTf 

■diet, (7R1 '^1{>K1, nursing 3PrTO. ^ KTOl 

CTO Venereal Department4^ KTOi 1 3T^TO child 

vrelfare works ; inad<j|uate grant to all mofussil hospitals, 

hoQorarittm to the doctors attached to ^ib hospitals. 
LuaUy, modioal foe of the profession. 4^ TO I 
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^ m Pr*m frip fro gradation. ^BTH^r^n 

peTC^ ^ iT^ f^r*n medical school, medical college, ^ ($1 

compartmentalism 'il ^SRT (TFt^Q VtV '5^' 

jffer or f^w^, or^ f^<s>n “ftnr^ ’tcsf !^:3yi:»^ f^TTO 
^ ( 7 T^ ^srfhPt^ ^fir ^! or <1:^^ ^rf 

’Prt^ (ft^?) ^1 or comimrt. 

mentalism 5rTO C^fC^ 

^ ^ r?I or standard of 

treatment OT^ I C^ -^4 

?fe tpi, ';5fr^ 

"STtr?? 'stTTJr ^'r ^nv^ ^ class 

'art’T^ ^nP C^ or higher classii^ OT 

TC=^ ^ C^'<r I section ^ '^tr*R, (?I school C'^IT^ 

^ 3T:r^ oror ^5tr3 ^ 

57 I Medical College ^ COT T7U5 

^ COT3 ^rmrft c^rtm ^ ^stm fw, (Tt'-OTi i 

' g ff af t ^ ( 7 fif 57 orf^ Pfnrc^ l graduate \5W^ *tT1 

^5tOT ^[OT ^tr^, <4^* ^3r;T^, ^5tOT ^ 

T!?T I (71 TCWft medical school '®dC^ (TT'^jf^ ^ standard^i) 

yrUr ^ ! 5T^ ‘‘^ff%3|tC't r.'^c<lt<7’ I TOJ tjW COTS ^<fT 

51:77 037 ' 7t7t7«^$: ^JOT7 (TOT^ ^5^7 ^7^ I 'iJ7; 'iji»1 C7 

7^ ^ 711 ; ’^^f71 ^7t7OT7 COT*f7 7t^^ (otOT^ fOT^ 7f7 

mi^ (7T^3 (TfOTs ^itor^ ^ » 

Vienna town C7^ W^trS7 medical science C!|i 771 7^ (TT^OT 

university course 57IBS five years \ ISfCS ^1C77 fVl? '7 ”5(1771 ^’7 71 I 

mm cot ^ provinooij, united 

province^il 4 71 (?r^f% 7^7C!?7 ; 47! ■^TTTRT COT 

7t:7T7 State Medical Faculty OT*t7 Bengal Council of Medical 
Registration, Indian Medical Council *4*713 4tjl%C^ OT7 7I7Cf7 1 
47^ (^ tilted 4^ OT OTTOT '7i5r7-'^feC7f7 f7C7 ^7171177 

7 ^7 1 7 7ft7 7C71OT7 ^FlC^ All — India Medical Licentiate AB80ciation47 
^577F tOT 4^ Deputation %7ft^ I ’<lT!ft7 fOTOp I ’TpfTT 

^ vftfif 71 4^ OTC^I OTl 7^ ^ ^opTTOS 46irf 

JT*! Tnn OT I ichool 71 college COT¥ t7 TW 

a 
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CWOTH ^ (N Post graduate 

TRU ^T^rtOT (TT^i ^ 

^ (Tfm school (ytZ^ ^ college C^ 

^ ^ c^rfinrn <m^ ^n i 

f^fir^i' I c^ 'iiufTi (?f«iu5 ^ cOT^n W ^ 

5ti injection sjrringe ^ CTOT 6l'^l^ ^ C^TT^ 

TO I Wtf^, Viennac^ (?TTO specialist in 

midwifery’=sr PlIR rcw, (^ft WS^l, Sir, 'SftT^l) "artft 

Ft^ c^ '“RT C'fl*! ^ (71 TOl 

Post-graduate training ^ fTO (OT ^ I ^ Midwife 

Specialist-ij^ (TTTO pOT C? ^ ^ TO (TUTOR ^ 

3Tt^ TO ^ maternity word^ House Surgeon i]? TOT ^ TOT ^FRTTT 
Sj)eoiaUst in Midwifery ^cTl ^ ^ I (T^R Surgeon **11*! C^C^il 

($tTOT ^SflTF ^*tF surgical hectioniij Post-graduate training 

fro ^ ^ ^tRRTT <R(75 (7r<3^ m ^ I (71 specialist in 

heart, lungs TO, ‘‘#TO ^5t?7P TO Post-graduate 

training f^C3 ^ I ^ =3^ '«!•() HI (TOf ^ (7R 

Pr*n fFtV'j^’Ttrroi ^ S'trs i to toito toif .’To cto^ 

C^fro^ (THTl IfW ’RI^ dispensary ^ ^’HR I 

vij^ Post-graduate training^i]? TOD I TOf Ft^“ 

^Pep:TO nursing TOTIi I (71^ TOtiTR f-R? TO "^tUS 

tfC^oPf district headquartersij ^ subdivisions (71 GovernmenM^ 

^^tilTT dispensaries TO5 (71^^ CF?1 ^R1 ^jTTl (T'STO 

(?lt ’m R'HfirTOJ^C< anti-septically 

VSm ?Pt^ 7 f^tT TOi; TO I 

4<R ’ITOi ^1^15 ^ TOft I TOTOt^'?3f% 

(7R“t TOTO (TOt eonge;,ted ’TO (71 bed 

vjxTO^ ’R^ TOTOr^i, from to t^ttor tori (ttto ’tt^ (ti 
cTO^ (?f*n TO ; TOtr to" TOc^ i ^tfTOi TO ^ i 

TOf^ ^1%, TO^ vii^ case TOf^, C^ 0^(71, cleft palate, 

TOF ^PlTOUTT ^ TOR ^ fel TO ^CTOl TO^ ^ 

TOTQ ^*tF TO TO^ 5R^TOT ^ %T opperation ^ <1%^ I 

?fR TO %5(7r FW5 '6 operation^il^ ^CTOl TO^ TOC^ ^*tF 
TO, TOt TO TOc^n ( 7 !^ 71 ^ I < 5^1 c’l^ (TOm TOf« 

TOTO ^IR 157 TOTOM 77 ^ 7 ^ 8 , W ftf^’lR TOTOStlTR 
7rar"7 «il ^ TO ^ R I TOTO TOTOf TO TOTOfC^TS cTOl TO C^C^t^TR fFfTOH 
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•TO Wi ^B(TnrT'5fr CJTQin ^ i 

ws ^ fti»rR tfi^m I 

’ITO Dr. Mukherji 5»C^ PTCTO^, nureijig 'STtfi W\5 — 

(A VOICE : Tim© is up.) I want five minutes, Sir. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER : I (an give two minuU^s more. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK : Wtl^ 

^Ttoaf a ’■^”. ‘’W5 t” ^ ^ I 

^ S]?F»rT s ^rsrfcvf? sm i ^ fvfenr 

(FCi ^rsT^ I veneit'al db cam's, d Gonorrhoa, 

Syphillis ^ c»T^ '4ln Malarial 3 JTj O^CV 

^ (.^ c?^ ’itTO '®rnitw ^ v?r ’iwfrsv lij^ 

^irrsT^ '5tf%r3 'iiv ward TOT 

G TO wardi] venereal clinics^^ 

l>oth from the preventive and curative side vil^* c^^- 
Ijfef ^R7, 3p;7T 7?l curative»>ipl friTF (Jovemmcmt 

Tni r??, C^fpr preventive measuw's ART (dinicsiilT 

m (71 'irai 

(?N ’^‘^11 5TTO1 1 TTn^rstr^i^ sr^nrTnr 

'TOi i ^1 (?i ^''tvi (?pm m Tm (Tfr^ 

without any honorarium I ^5tOT 5t[ | ^f^TTO’ <-5^ 

r?i ^ 'fj 5T^ (yn^ (?i TO '*iiTO i:t^i \5m^ ’mi, ^ ^11 

y’iTT iirs =r5 i]5Ttl eorruptionij? rci>^ I ^®mmi "PH honorary 

^ ’Ititol tfT^T^ honorarium C*r<i^ Sfl>^ I '’mmr 

T5Tmi (7it<f r?r mr? , (Tr^ftr^i to rpr^tf^n:^ (Ti ®wt 

’5T(7R honorarium O^GTI 771, JltTS WT (nrruption«il^ 

^n I c^ ^ (ti iswiTi ’pmrf^ wy\'^ 

^mfni c*fftfe. (TI distilled water injection fTO mPTl C^TI 

r?i I ^ c^ 7ITO5 i5tt c^ ^:^um ^iwrr.’f siro 

fee C»r<j5l compulsary TIT ^71;^ TT’T?! TO5 ^ItT^ I 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the 
^demand of Rs. 51,13,000 for expenditure under the head “38— Medical" 
b© reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a dis- 
cussion about the urgency of formulating a revised policy for the 
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organisation of inedioal and public health work in the province making, 
it possible for more intensive work in the rural areas for both preven- 
tive and curative medical and public health measures. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 51,13,000 for expendi- 
ture under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100. The 
object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the inadequate 
appreciation of the services rendered by (a) the Indian Institute for 
M<‘dicul Research and (U) the Jada\q)ur Tuberculosis Hospital, 

I further Ix'g to move that tlie demand of Rs. 51,13,000 for 
expenditure under the head ”38— Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The object of the motion is to raise a <liscussion about the administra- 
tion, teacliing work and hospital work in the Calcutta Medical College 
and in otlier hosi)italH in Calcutta. 

Sir, medical and public health services in the province have not 
received as much attention from Government as they deserve.' While 
in Great Britain about 22*7 p(*r (M‘nt. of the total revenue is spent on 
medical and public health services, only about 6 '6 per cent, of the 
total revenue of Ikmgal is allocated for exi)enditure on these services 
— Rs. 55 lakhs on “Medical” and 48*5 lakhs on “Public Health” have 
been provided this year, — while “Police” absorbs more than 14 per 
cent., and “General Administration” 10 ]>er cent.; and even when 
comparison is made in India Bengal’s contribution for “Medical” 
apj>ears to be half of that of the Punjab and Bombay and one-eighth 
of what is si)ent in Delhi. 

While this has been the general ])osition the c,\pcnditure 
provided for medical and the public health services in rural areas is 
scandalously low. As compaixMl with the amounts meant for urban 
areas the dist'repancy has been estimated to Ik> in the ratio of 1 to 8. 
This meagre contribution for rural public health is coupled with a 
most initiuitious arrangement under which about 75 per cent, of the 
union board rates are absorbed in mooting the pay, etc., of chauki- 
dars. With an economic framework like this it is obvious that the 
bulk of the rural population has Wen going virtually without medical 
and public health services. On the top of this we notice that large 
sums of money allotted every year for various kinds of public health 
and medical services have Wen remaining unspent. Under the 
budget bead “Medical” itself more than Rs. 2 lakhs were left unspent 
during the last two years for improvement of Sadar hospitals in the 
inufassil, and this is so although many claims have been made and 
have been fully and properly drawn up long ago. To one such claim 
I drew the attention of this House this morning, namely, about the 
BerharajKue Sadar Hospital, Sir, such valuable work is postponed 
and sometimes abandoned after some postponement. Under “Public 
Health” also a number of such gross negligence to spend money on 
important schemes is observed especially in connection with the 
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reorganisation of rural public health units, anti-niularia work, anti- 
tuberculosis work and anti-leprosy work. This state of affairs is 
nothing short of scandalous. 

The trouble appears to lie in the fact that there is no well-thought- 
out policy and plan of work I'egarding these services and that there 
is a complete lack of co-ordination betwe<‘n different sections of 
medical and public healtli serviics as also between various departments 
of Government like Irrigation, rommunication, Agriculture, and 
Co-operation which <lirectly and indirectly contribute to the success or 
otherwise of these services. 1 therefj»re earnestly plead for the formu- 
lation of a policy and a definite plan of action over a numlM*r of years 
for a thorougli reorganization of our medical and ])ublic health 
servic<*s and for securing a co-ordination of the activities of (dher 
allied nation-building services. 

In formulating sin )i a policy bold steps have to be taken and 
neither the usual red tape of tlie Surgeon-Generars office nor the 
selfish coterie (»f tlie I M.S services should be permittiMl to hold up 
work. There >110111(1 be free consultations with non-official medical 
men of reputation and ^\ith rcMearch workers and the assistance of 
scienti>ts shouhl be iinr(‘servedly sought at every stage. A glance 
through the pages of scjentifi( journals of Great Itritain even during 
the war time, will giv<* any one an idea of what llritain is doing for 
the uplilt of conditions of health at all times. 

The whole of the country is crying for a National Health Policy 
based on scientific methods and planning and pursued into action by 
an efficient administialion built up on three fundamental principles of 
(/) centralised din'ction and contiol, (ii) d<'cenlrulised field oi>eration 
and (//») proper and efficient technical supervision. Give us such a 
National Health Ibdicy. 

The determinatifui of this policy may need a thorough review of 
the jiresciit organization of jirevcnlivc* and curative medical services 
under two almo.st w’atertight departments. If some intensive health 
improvement work in the rural areas has !(» be undertaken, it appears 
that both the curative and preventive medical services should be pooled 
under one co-ordinated scheme and the present harriers hetwee.ii 
Medical and Public Health Departments should be done away with. 
This will not only effect improved work in the field but will also 
enable modification in the top-heavy administration at the centre. 

A nece.ssary corollary to the formulation of a National Health 
Polity is the selection and training of the personnel, medical and 
scientific, w’ho.ne duty it will be to carry out the plan determined. In 
this respect also a large leeway has to he made up. It is regretted 
that of late considerations other than merit, even after recognising the 
communal quota, have been allowed to creep into the selection of not 
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only students but also teachers of the Medical College and Campbell 
Medical Schools, and the administration, teaching and hospital work 
in most of the institutions in Calcutta have deteriorated considerably. 

(At this stage, the red light was on.) 

Sir, may I have five minutes more? I have combined all my 
motions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The teaching work in mufassil 
institutions also continues to be far from satisfactory and their equip- 
ments continue to ])e very poor. I do not intend to take the time 
of the llfmse by going into details, but 1 urge on the Government to 
take uj) this question (juite seriously. 

While on this the need for encouraging medical research also can- 
not be overemphasised. Tlie conditions under which our countrymen 
live and the suitability of jiarticular methods of approach determined 
on western standards have to be constantly tested and scientifically 
examined. Those bands of .selfless workers like the scholars of the 
Indian Medical Research Institute who have made it the noble mission 
of their life to carry on re.searches into tlie field of bio-chemistry, 
nutrition, va<'cines and .sera and therapy .should receive increased 
Government assistance and encouragement and every effort should be 
made to help in the extension of the services of institutions like the 
Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital, the Ramkrishna Mission Maternity 
Home, tlie Chittaranjan Sevasadan, and the like. Will the Govern- 
ment be able to rise equal to the ta.sk? 

In order to draw attention to the helpless condition of our people, 
1 might in this connection ask the Government to peruse very care- 
fully the debates in the last Indian Science Congress held at Benares 
where in the course of a presidential address, a very illuminating 
presidential address. Dr. A. C. Ukil has given an elaborate and well- 
thought-out plan for the reorganization of the medical services and for 
establishing a definite National Health Policy. I have found very 
illuminating items from that sjH'ech and I confess that my observa- 
tions have iK'en mostly based on that speech. I would request, in 
view of the shortne.ss of the time at my disposal, the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge to examine the proposals made therein. He will find that 
almost every possible problem has l>een covered including the problem 
of rural health and finance. I am entirely at one with the President 
when he says that sufficient attention has not been given in this 
country largely l>ecau8e the medical services in India have been manned 
and the jmlicy directed by the I.M.S. officers who are mainly recruit- 
ed for the maintenance of military services but who are drafted on the 
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civil side for the purpose of loading the top at the expense of the 
work in the rural areas. I would request the Hon’ble Minister to 
examine that aspect of the matter. 

Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ; Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Re. 51,13,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise o discussion 
about the establishment of a Tibbia College in Bengal. 

5051% JicFOnr. OCO? Medicals ^ 

os.jj.ooov, ^0O\ wor 

tpst? ^(ofTtf^i j)? 'otiWfli? ®cvfT Jii' C7 'mfj? -sns 8 

ift-5p (^ri ar5TT qfo'f'c’r'trv 

'sitPrrsfe ^toO'pt'dt oife ^ ocrs Ji cooo 

I ’’Tt’tonn 0<fW? '!T^'Stt5 CO <4WtC3T ^ifo ftfV't’H 
sT'.fPS ^ jio; ottn c^itr^ Tts S»fofto offtr! Tftj i 

CO 4? OTOl Sf'iTTOO, f^roo orf^ 4 COTO? CfTO S'WO 

iJfOCS! 01, 'Stri OOt 5C=T 01, COCf'5 STO'SOC^ foOntS ^SOlTl fCifV'^’TOf 

0050 crf^FO ^00 0* I oicro ^3frto %Ptto 4coroo. 400 fV o/oirH's 05 
ootroi'-tT cot'-t ■jtrro i’Sot^ f^'toi orot o»o:oi'!fT ^(ooi %!nRi tsioio 
rBlV-coro rBf^'cf’TS r^oto ®or 05 of?i oriolori, 400 fV ojj'ri? 

Rsfo 'otofrs 40: 'stotota 'swo ftf^toio 'oti:ot''tT«tT 5 1 

^®of#t ftfV^olo oio'o^ ^ ort? ?foi8 1 4? fsIV'totc’f o'rfTrft vfoolo 

WOI 0050 (Tf^ OtCTO '3tOfO dflOO^lTS ^fOO) %ro?0 I 'StTfO?' OC^ fojfto 
foOTtS f'sf^ OfCOff Ttf^ O^tflctsi 401 fsfO 'OlOf^ tfOtO ETSflOWO OIIO 
?So5?f CO’f^ofo'iICTS operation »ttOo»n CPplOCOO 0O»rtTTC0 

'fliiiljolo COt'-msi 'OOR 7f001 OtO otfootcip I 4> felroi ’TCW 0101 

*tf*50 telOWO C5C5101 S»p^ y^OI OlTT I 05 000^ 40: OTO ofc^To ofim 
OIWT^ 51301 f*TBl Ot^OI fef^fOl OnCOTSl >5^ 5^01 JS'lldl fpf^'COI ft O’! ofWS 

»r¥0 ?o 01 1 4 ? orocw t 5 f% 'sics co S*tcoiPl 5 to "010015, tjioi 

?to old scheme final Madrasa 011^001 (TflO^ raoi OfOoi OfTOTO OflfOOl 
*tM-=501 csfloft T301 I 4^ 01:01 cod 4^'1 (qualified) S«tf5> COlCOO 

"01510 ofr I "310 ol:oicod ootO coio tfcoo 01 two 40 : oor 

IStdO 510 01 01510 tslcoo %0 501 5lffi01 OI^IW I 4? CT'TlO C0IC501 

5ddr >5oi#t f5l5'!,oio ftf^ ?td[ "315101 01:010 -m tjid ofroi 
ftf^-^oi 3 ftfrtoroo "osio »joo 5for3j *iicoo coirj oidio ♦fifti'3 
t5f5"s010 01M5 "Oslo ofrotd 1 "51055 "SlCOO oloi «lflo COlCjOdO o< ooflo 

"51510-010511003 TOTOOn 5?C3 "lltO I "31? 5lfO "TSO'CO'td fodO'SlCO 
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ot ^ tot <ii^ 

Tff^ c'n?^ ?nrt^ ^ i ^ ctoj ws 

C^ ‘il?^ (communal harmony) ’Tt^J’fTfw fTO 

VTHJ harmony 

^5ffTO I '^rtfir harmony Ff^' ^ I '5^Wr®f 

W^ <i]^ ^FT^TBf (Tfte ^5^ I ^ 

ymf^ ’prrm 

'^Rrc<»T i 

Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: Sir, I he^ to move that the 
demand of Rs. 51 , 13,000 for expenditure under the head “ 38 — 
Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100 . The object of my motion is to raise 
a disc^ussion on the failure of Government to encouracre homeopathic 
and ayurvedic treatment in the provin(‘e. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: Sir, I be^r to move 
that the demand of Rs. 51 , 13,000 for expenditure under the head “ 38 — 
Medical” be reduced by Rs. KM). The object of my motion is to raise 
a discuHsion about the policy of extendinp the service of T.M.S. officers 
even after their date of retirement. 


Khan Bahadur ABIDUR REZA CHOWDHURY: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, 

fiMm ^ ^ m cm cHl 

^ ^ I vu^ ^ 

Modicalc^ WPl ^ «ttf%r 5 T^ 

yt- ^MCW ^ vfffVcsT^ firnr mtm ^ 

^tfki «nf%r 5 i^ (71 ^f%?n | 

firs *f:r«f?r fir^ ^ firor (Ti ^soc^, ^ ^srrt^i 

TOR! (TTfr^^t fip^ 

^firTO 5 t 9 (TTt^ (TTt^ CTOT qT*t 

^firiTs (Ti ^ 

(5 tr[?7R ^IRR^ TR <tt^ ^SRTO ^ I ^R^-TR tj<tR ^ 

Tor ^ ttits 

^PriR ?rfi 5 Unions] ilT 4 ^ dispensary Yt<»R I 

^ TOF-*R ^1 (71 ?ff% Unions dispensary? 

URT fif'^lTS ?r: 7?F — RfW ^SfTflTf? 

Yfi75? firi ^ffesc^r ?wr& 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


35 


1942 .] 

C*f%5 ^ Q*\.80.00C\ 

5JIWC& ^ (i(i,^*\,ooo\ 6t^ ^ 

^ (ic,0lr,000\ ^Nl 1 ijtT 

(3t^ «Fr?rf% =T<^n^ /vb ^ ^ ?ff% 3rtc^ ^ ^ 

I tax frtn ^3?! ^f?C 5 C^ ^ tft<tT I 

fcRT-^ ai?T5?n ^3 ^ f%i; 

'sftsr (?T ^ 6t^ c^vft? Jit^c^'c^' ? fV "srPTin (TT to, (T!^ 

.^Irll STT^H C^rTif Union 

TTiTs District Btmrd 3 Union Hoard TOT 

80Pl T)iH])on8ary ^STtC^ | ^vf sTT^ftf^^ schomoi) fW 

tlTOPPft. Union Hoanl Dia|H>nBar}'C5 fr^ftr^J 

6l?t Union Hoard Disjxnisarj'^ OTJ r^Ci i^W?“ 

^3^ I ?rf^3 'W disixniHiiry ISt^ 

r^TO? I Union 3 District H(Xird< OT Pt^] f^3 

Pt-^i <tf3^ ^ I rqrs 

disixjnsary ^fxx^-pl ^pTITS I 

TTt^tf^^I .^‘hcmc iTf» Union 

Board di8|)enHaryr.x; tffj xOO\ frmr^ frcx ^!rt^ r^T, Xtri 

(VcTTU5^ '^i;: ^ftl;.0pl dwjx^nwiry 

’nf^ I ^ ^rir^irw f^P 

I 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Oiuirnian, Sir, I will not 
take more than a minute. I w ish just to make an afipeal to the Hon'hle 
Minister. I know, Sir, that the normal work of the departiiuMits under 
his charge will g’o on in the usual way. Hut, Sir, these are uhuormal 

and extraordinary times. 1 had oreasion to draw his attention to tho 

serious po>.sihility of epidemics hreakin^r out in the city of Calcutta 

and in its suburbs us also in the war zone, should thinj^s take a serious 

turn. May I Ih*^^ of him to consult specialists and experts at once and, 
if necessary, to have an ordinance passed for the compulsory incKula- 
tion of people in the areas 1 have mentioned affainst .small-pox, 
cholera and typhoid. I know Government lahoratories and other 
institutions are busy preparing sera and va<'cines f(»r military recjuire- 
ment.s. It may he that the civil population may have to look to other 
souices for the supfdy of the.se in the event of epidenn’c diseases break- 
ing out in the city. There are institutions and men in Calcutta w'ho 
can prepare them in as large a quantity as necessary. I beg of the 
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Hon’ble Minister to give his special attention to this very serious 
matter and requisition the services of these non-official experts and 
laboratorieH : otherwise, I am afraid, we shall all die like rats. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Chairman, 1 beg to make a few 
ohservations on motion No. 8, moved by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. It 
envisages the orientation of a revised policy for the organisation of 
medical and public health work in the province, making it possible 
for more intensive work in the rural areas. 

Sir, I am in{dined to believe that the real medical problem in the 
province is a rural problem. The real problem is not of the people 
living in the city where they can have aid of eminent physicians like 
Dr. Sir Nilratan Sircar and Dr. Bidhan Chandra Boy, as well as 
ordinary medical men, but it is really a problem with the village 
j)eople who hardly get proper medical relief. In this conitfection I 
may make a suggestion to the Government. In the ])rovince there are, 
besides the two Medical Colleges and a few Government-controlled 
Medical Schools, some non-Government institutions which liave adopt- 
ed the same course and curriculum as the Government-controlled schools 
and the staff of which are not in any way inferior U) the ^tafT of the 
Government Medical Schools. I believe, Sir, if the Bengal Medical 
Registration Act is so amended as to allow' the registration of students 
who turn out from these schools, these people may render a lot of 
medical aid t^ tlie i)eople in the villages. There are about 12,(K)0 
pupils wdio have so far passed from these schools, and if the dis- 
abilities they suffer from under the Bengal Medical Registration Act 
are removed, they can render good services to the village folk who 
are really in need of medical aid. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, it is with a 
heavy sense of responsibility that I rise to reply to this debate on the 
Medical Budget. This is probably the least controversial of all the 
subjects in the budget, because on questions of medical relief there is 
practical unanimity amongst all tlie different sections of this House. 
Much of the criticism — very helpful and healthy criticism — which has 
l)een addressed by members of the Opposition has been welcome to me 
not only from the point of view of the department and the departmental 
officers, but from the point of view of those who are charged with the 
duty of laying down and formulating policy with regard to medical 
relief in this province. 

Sir, before I take up the discussion or rei)ly on the various cut 
motions which have l)een placed before this House, it will probably 
not be out of place if I place before this House some of the salient 
features of the coming year’s budget. It will be noticed that in the 
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year 1938-39 a provision of Rs. 55,96,000 was made under the head 
**Medical” in the hiulp^et. In the year 1939-40 that amount was 
increased to a considerable extent, viz., it was increased to 
Rs. 56,33,000. In 1940-41, it was Rs. 5r>,35,(K)0 and in the year 
1941-42, it was reduced bv a lakh and 18 thousand, namely, to 
Rs. 55,17,000. That was the revised estimate. Now, this year, Sir, 
although the circumstances are abnormal, although the demand upon 
the provincial revenues is cf a very extraordinary character from 
various other points of view, we have .siicceeded in keeping the figure 
at Rs. 51,13,000. Therefore, we have not reduced the Mtulical Budget 
to any ap])reciable extent compared to the figures of previous years. 

Now, Sir, some of the (»utstanding features of this year’s budget 
may be referred to by me in tliis connection. A scheme for improve- 
ment of^sadar hospitals is under jirogres*! since 1938-39. As honourable 
members are aware, under this scheme Government have undertaken 
to make capital grants towards the improvement of district .sadar hospi- 
tals on condition that the local bodies concerned will meet a share — 
which share will be de(‘ided in each case — of the capital expenditure 
and the entire additional recurring expenditure involved in tlx* st'heme 
of imi)rovement from lo('al sources. If a sum of 3 lakhs was provided 
in the estimate of 1938-39 and grants distributed amongst a fairly 
large number of sadar hospitals amounted to Rs. 2,20,0(M) up to the 
end of 1940-41 when the unspent balan<*e of the provisions, viz., 
Rs. 80,000, together with an additional sum of Rs. 1,20,000 was pro- 
vided in the budget for 1941-42 for this purpose, the current year’s 
provision remains fully unspent due to no scheme of imj>rovement 
having materialised owing to the difticulties experienced by Im’.al 
bodies in collecting funds locally to comply with the conditions men- 
tioned. This unspent provision has in the circumstances \>e.en repeated 
in the next year’s l)udget. It is expected that the provision will be 
fully utilised next year, provided there is improvement in the situation 
now prevailing in the districts. 

Then, Sir, the (juestion of making grants to rural dispensaries has 
been raised very prominently before this House and very rightly too, 
if I may add. Rural dispensaries are undoubtedly a most legitimate 
charge upon provincial finances. Calcutta hospitals no doubt have a 
purpose, but unless and until we can bring succour and medical relief 
to the door of the poor rural population, we stand convicted at the bar 
of public opinion. It is from that point of view that grants at the 
usual rates of Rs. 500 for a, thana and Rs. 250 for a village dispensary 
are made to dispensaries conforming to the condition of efBcient 
•management attached to the grant and recommended by local officers. 
The normal provision for this purpose is Rs. 1,50,<KK) and an additional 
grant of Rs. 30,000 was provided in the budget for 1941-42, but an 
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expenditure of Re. 1,88,000 has been incurred. Therefore, the expendi- 
ture on this account exceeded the budg’et grant made in the current 
year. As large a number as ]20 thana dispensaries and 500 village dis- 
pensaries have been paid and a few more will be paid during the 
current year and an additional grant of Rs. 40,000 has been provided. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr, Basu, how long will you take? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: I will take about 10 
minutes more. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Time is very short. Can’t you finish 
in 5 minutes? 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I have not yet 
touched the main points. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I’lcasc try to finisli (iui(‘kly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, T am glad to be 
able to repeat the assurance that all dispensaries found eligible will be 
paid next year. The additional fund, if any, that may be necessary 
will be made available by reappropriation. 

Then, Sir, the activities of the travelling eye dispensaries in rural 
areas luive attracted great interest and popularity. These dispensaries 
under the auspices of the Association for Prevention of Blindness 
in Bengal are doing go(»d work in the countryside. A provision of 
Rs. 27,500 was made in the estimaU* for 1941-42 for capital grant to 
the Association for maintenance of five travelling e,^e dsipensaries in 
the province during the year. A provision of Rs. 27,500 has also been 
made in the budget for grant to the Association for Prevention of 
Blindness in Bengal to enable the Association to continue to run the 
five dispensaries during the current year. The Association will run 
one of these dispensaries at their own cost. 

Then there is one other item to which 1 desire to draw the attention 
of this House. It is the question of providing special scholarships for 
Muslim students for which a provision of Rs. 35,0(K) was made during 
the current year. It has Wn found that this pn)vi8ion falls short of 
the requirenumts according to the number of scholarships which must 
be paid out to deserving Muslim students and tlie value of the scholar- 
ships also may have to l>e raised in certain instances. It is for that* 
reason that increased provision to the extent of Rs. 41,000 has been 
made in the next year’s budget. 
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Then I come to the question of tlie .Taclavpur Tukrculosis Hospital. 
It is the only institution of its kiml in this province. Sir, so far as 
the Government of Denial is concerned, it has never lu'en jmrrtimonioua 
ip its assistance to this \ery, very deserving institution. Although 
there has l)een considerable stress and strain on the provincial revenues 
during* this year, we have succeeded in making u capital grant of 
Rs. 15,()0t) to this institution and in addition the usual recurring 
grant whicli is paid to this institution year after year. 

Then my esteemed friend Dr. Xalinaksha Sanyal has raised the 
question of the Indian Institute f(»r Medical Hesearch. Xow, so far 
as that institution is concerned, it has already got Hs. H0,t)(K) fnun 
the Gov(‘rnment and this year we are making the full grunt which 
has been promised to them. I take this opjiortunity of acknowledging 
the very good and useful work that the silent reseandi workers are 
doing iii*this institute. 1 have myself had the ojiportuiiity of looking 
at their work at first hand, and I do take this ojiportunity of jiaying 
my tribute to the selfless devotion witli which tliis work is being (‘<»n- 
ducted. 1 hope it will be jio.ssible f<»r (lovernmeiit to implement its 
promi.se to assist the institution in the coming year. 

8ir, coming now to the (jue.stioiis which have been raised in these 
cut motions, I do not desire to take the time of the House at any great 
length. Very useful suggestions have Ihumi made by my honourable 
friends Dr. Sharat Cliandru Mukherji and J)r. Abdul Motuleb Malik 
w'ho have recognised the diflieulties with whicdi the present Govern- 
ment is faced, having regard to the fact that 1 took charge of this 
very important work only three months ago; and recognising those 
difficulties they have come forward with li(dpful suggestions whicli 
certainly deserve our most earnest and most careful consideration. 
A comprehensive list of possible lines of improvement has lieen suggest- 
ed by the two honourable members, and I shall pay, as 1 have said, my 
earnest attention to all tliose suggestions. 

As regards the suggestion for the establishment of a Tibbia College, 
it is well known that a General (^mncil of State Faculty of Medical 
Research has been established in the province in order to improve, 
revive and develop the Fnani system of medicine, to systematise the 
education and thus save the public from unqualified practitioners. 

With regard to the question of establishment of a college, no 
definite proposal has yet been re< eived by Government. When such a 
proposal will reach us which deserv'es consideration, we shall certainlr 
do our best to see what can be done. 

Then, Sir, the important question of possibility of the epidemic! 
in Calcutta has been raised by my friend Mr. Siddiqi. I am thankful 
to him for giving a timely warning, but I can also assure him that 
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this question has not escaped the attention of the Government. Some 
time ag-o the question of enforcing the Epidemic Diseases Act was taken 
up by Government and necessary steps have already been taken in 
order to implement the desire of the Government. Only yesterday or 
the day before I approved a press note requesting the citizens of 
Calcutta to take the earliest steps for the purpose of inoculating them- 
selves against small-pox and cholera. Undoubtedly no scheme of 
compulsory inoculation or vaccination in Calcutta has been adopted by 
Government. The obvious reasons are that such a step might be mis- 
understood by the general public and might create panic. At the 
same time we are inviting the people of Calcutta to take steps for the 
purpose of inoculating and vaccinating themselves against these fell 
diseases. We are quite alive to the necessity of taking such a step in 
Calcutta at the present moment. I can assure my friend Mr. Siddiqi 
that Government will i)ay their most earnest attention to thw import- 
ant question. 

Then, Sir, I come to the very important matter which has been 
raised in the speech of Dr. Sanyal— the question of careful formulation 
of policy spread over a number of years. Now, my friend has referred 
to the speech delivered by Dr. Ukil in his cai)acity as the President 
of the Congress. Dr. Ukil has favoured me with a copy of that speech 
and the suggestions made by him are under careful examination in 
the department concerned. I fully agree that plans and schemes for 
the improvement of health of the province are a desideratum which 
brooks no delay. It is for this reason that I am glad to announce on 
the door of the House that I am considering the desirability of 
establishing a Provincial Hoard of Health which will, if it materialises, 
co-ordinate the medical and public health activities of the Govern- 
ment of Hengal under the legis of a committee consisting of official 
and non-official talents available in the province whose advice, sugges- 
tions and guidance will be welcomed by the Government. That ques- 
tion has noi been considered and decided to any fuller extent beyond 
the contemplation of the establishment of a iVovincial Board of 
Health, but 1 do declare here that that is a matter which we shall take 
up for consideration. These are all the motions which I consider 
deserve any re])ly. I do not desire to take up the time of the House 
at any greater length. The House will fully realise that this essential 
work that is being carried on in the Medical Department of the Govern- 
ment has for the time l)eing slowed down to some extent because of the 
overwhelming necessity for Civil Defence. But if times improve, if 
the clouds pass over, we shall certainly return to our normal activi’tiea 
and we shall take up this medical and public health work with mmjh 
greater earnestness and seriousness than has been possible in the years 
past. 
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The motion of Mr. Alxliil Latif Riswaa that the demand of 
Rs. 51,13,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then jmt and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 
Rs. 51,13,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Alnlul Motuleb Malik that the demand of 
Rs. 51,13,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat (^handru Mukherji that the demand of 
Rs. 51, 13, (KH) for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik that the demand of 
Rs. 51,b3,tMK) for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” 1 h» 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The moti(»n of Dr. Nnlinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 

Rs. 51,13,0(M) for expenditure under the head “.38— Medical” be 

reduced by Rs. I(K) was tlien j)ut and lost. 

The motion of Maulana M<1. Abdul Aziz that the demand of 
Rs. 51,I3,(M)() for expenditure under the head “38— Medical” l>e 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

3'he motion of Dr. Nalinuksha Sanyal that the demand of 

Rs. 51,13,000 for expenditun* under the head “38 — Medical” be 

reduced by Rs. 100 was then pul and lost. 

33o‘ motion of Dr. Nalinakshu Sanyal that the demand of 

Rs. .51.13,(HM) for expenditure under the heail “38 — Medical” lx* 

ri'diiced by Rs. HHI was tlien put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. llarendru Nath Dolui that the demand of 
Rs. .51,1.3,0IM) for expenditure under the head “38-~ Medical” be 

reduced by Rs, 100 wa.s then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Narayan Mukherji that the demand 
of Rs. 5C13,000 for expenditure under the head “3.S— Medical” Ixi 
T'^luced by Rs. RN) was then put and lo.st. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Ranu that a sum 
of Rs. .51,13,<MK) be ^rranted for expenditure under the head “38— 
Medical” was then put and agreed to. 


aa-PulHic HatlUi. 

Th« Hofi*bl« Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASUs Sir, on the recom- 

^mendation of His Excel lency the Governor I l>eg move that a sum 

of Rs. 47,61,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”39 

Public Health.” 
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Ruling on point of order regarding ^‘Statesmen**. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before I ask Dr. Sanyal to move his 
motion, I am my ruling with regard to the point of order 

raised hy Dr. Sanyal and to which my attention has been drawn by 
Mr. Nooruddin. With regard to the paragraph in the StatesTnan of 
tlje 14th March reporting the proceedings of the Assembly, I wish to 
make it clear that in publishing the report of the proceedings that 
paper should not have made comments such as have been complained 
of and wliicli 1 regard as objectionable. I deem it my duty to w'am 
the Stat^^ainnn that such conduct sliould not be repeated, and I will 
also tell y<m that my attention has l)een drawn to the editorial com- 
ment of the Sidtesman appearing this morning where some reflection 
has been made on the Chair and th# House generally. I have con- 
sulted leaders of various parties in the Assembly, and it is my painful 
duty to hold that this editorial comment is entirely unjustified, and I 
very painfully withdraw all the jirivileges that have been so long 
enjoyed by the SUiUsman in this House till such time as I think 
necessary. If proper amends are made by the St<itesman, I shall 
certainly reconsider their case. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: I want to know when you propose to give 
your ruling on the other matter. You said that you would look into 
the proceedings and give your ruling. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am very seriously consulting the pro- 
ceedings of the House of Commons, and I shall give my decision either 
to-morrow or the day after after consulting the leaders of the parties 
and some other members of the House. 

39— Public Health. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Us, 47,61,000 under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by 
Us. 100. The object of the motion is to rai.se a discussion about the 
lump sum grants and non-utilisation of sums provided for various 
services in previous years, including reorganisation of rural public 
Iiealth services. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please finish your speech in 5 minutes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes, Sir. I have already made my 
observations in this connection during my speech on the Medical 
Budget. I would not therefore stand in the way of other members of 
my party getting a little more chance of speaking on important issues 
like this. My motion is quite clear, and I hope the Hon’ble Minister 
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will examine the lump num jrrants provided for anti-malarial work, 
axiti-tul)erculoHis work, and anti-leprosy work and see that such non* 
utilisation of sums provided may not ooeur in future. It will not do, 
Sir, merely to eoiue forward with a statement that ns the local bodiet 
or institutions could not come up to the stimdard laid down the money 
could not be spent. I believe there is sometliiiifT wronjf somewhere 
either in the preparation of the schemes or in the mucliinerv for puttiniK 
them into ojieration or while the scheme is prepareil sufficient atten- 
tion is not ^iven to the capaiity of the local or^faiiisutions or institu- 
tions to meet their portion id the liabilky. If that is the position, 
8ir, it is hi^rh time that (rovernmeut should revise their rules or their 
conditions for f^rants of this character to enable services bein^ extended 
in future years. 1 shall certainly emphasise that the whole country 
needs immediaie and early cxt^ioii of heultn services. When rural 
health crjes tor such amounts, it is only fair that the amount provided 
in the bud^^et should he s])ent. 

AVliilc on tills I would draw* attention to the inadeijuacy of the 
j^rant tor (juiiniu' dislnliutiou. This year tlie amount is just the same 
Us in previou> ycai''. It is well known that the price of (|uiniiic has 
up by 'Jd per cent, or .'iO per cent. I, thcridorc, fcid tliat unless 
the amount is increased, there will naturally be a dcircasc in the 
<juantity to he distributed this year. The (iovcrnniiuit of Uen^^al has 
uiidci taken an extension of plititation ot cinchona, and tlicy have 
increased the production of <|Uiiiinc from lust year. I hope that it 
will he possible for, (rovernment to distribute more (luininc this year 
and in the coming year tlian in previous years, if more money is pro- 
vided tor. ttthciwisc, a working arrangement can he made with the 
dealers of quinine, particularly the Government contractors, not to 
get a very high jiercentage ot profit that they get on the unearned 
income when therig is an increase in the price of quinine sold in this 
province. 

With these obs<Tvations I would request the ITon’ble Minister to 
exercise his peisonal cure in the matter of providing extended medical 
and public* health services in the rural areas of the province. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Sir, I lM*g to move that the demand of 
Rs. 47,<il,0(K) under the head — Public Health” be reduced by 
Ra. UK). The object of my motion is to raise a discussion about the 
policy and grievances. 

Sir, I only want to draw the attention of Government in a few 
sentences to this particular grievance. Government allot every year 
consideralile sums of money for combating kala-asar. Besides, the 
k>cal bodies themselves spend a large sum of monejr iu this respect. 
But, Sir, for one avoidable reason uniform and latiffnctcHy results 
A 
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have not been obtained. Kala-azar is still prevailing in the country 
as before. The reason to iny mind is that the Governm^t in *the 
Public Health Department does not pre8(.-ribe and enforce the use of 
one or more effective specifics by the local bodies. The local bodies 
use any inedicina they like. In the dispensaries and kala-azar centres 
in the District Hoards, specially in my own district, I have ffeen people 
getting 42 injections each wdthoiit any result. On enquiry, I came 
to know that drugs of inferior quality were being used. One of the 
Hon’ble Aliiiisters of the previous Cabinet visited one of the dispen- 
saries and gave assurance to the effect that only kala-azar specific 
should be used, but up till now the local body concerned has not taken 
any steps in the matter. Under these circumstances T again repeat my 
request to the Government. I.iet the Government prescribe one or two 
medicines after careful examination a^d let Government enforce the 
use of those medicines by ail the local l)odies and Governmant them- 
selves so that better and uniform results may be obtained in these 
respects. 


Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: 1 l>eg to move that the 
demand of Us. 47, 61, OIK) un<ler the head “dtl — Public Health” be 
reduced by Us. 106. The object of my motion is to raise a di8(‘ii.S8ion 
about the grant-in-aid towards the esfablishmejit of Union Hoard dis- 
pensaries. 


^T1 ; ^vti ^ I 

Medical Budget m BtCTO (TJ, Government ^ 

(yr^ to ispt 

^ I 'JTWOT ^ OT*f Union Board Diapenaaiy 
RC"fV <Rri I Union Boardil? 

?i ^ iW] cvfc^ ws\ {TnrpTi, 

^ ^ TO fepn 5T1 (7t. 

Union Board. 3 Dispensary^ ftTO I 

CTO TO ^ Tpm TO Government 

01^ condition I TOT?! TOt ^ C^ 

CTO Union Board TO. 

TO WS TO, C^ TOtr^ ^17 TO^ TOfT TO 

^ RtotS GovernmenMir ^ I 
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Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, I beg to moye that the 
demand of Ri». 47,tII,(K)0 under the head “39 — Public Health'’ be 
reduced by Its. JOO. Sir, my honourable friend in charjre does not 
know Persian, and so I must gi^e him a Sauskrit sloka. A silly boy 
misread a sloka which was us following: — 

I 

V. II 

He posed as a pandit, and went about the countryside and made pilfer- 
ing. T(»-duy I shall read the c(»rrect sloka, the sloka from the Assembly 
Proceedings. 

Sir, tile speech of tiie ex-Finance Minister is here and you can see 
therefioni what were his ccunmitments when he moved his motion for 
the consideration of tlie llengal Finance (Sales Tax) Hill, 1941, as it 
hud emerged out of the Select ('<»miuit(ee. He said as follows: “I can 
assure thi^ liou>e. a^ I have assureil before at the time of referring 
this Hill to the Select (‘ommittee, that the juirpose of this taxation is 
to provide, funds for nati<»n-bnihling deparlmenlK and further amenities 
to the masses of this pro\iiue.’’ Then, Sir. at tiage 144 we find: 
“We have a claim to call upon the people of this jirovinee to make this 
small sacrifice for their (»vmi benefit, for the Unefit of tin* nation- 
buihling departments.” That being the position. Sir. the sloka that 
I have just (pioted ({iiile aptly upjilies to the present lion 'hie Minister 
for his not having made adeipiatr provisions for nation-building aidivi- 
ties of the Medical and Public IH'alfh Departments of which he is in 
charge, although the pres(*nt (j(jvcrn!iiciit has had tlie advantage of 
having all the revenues frcuu taxation measures passed during the 
regime of the [irevious (tovernment. The eondition of ])uhlie health 
of rural Hengul is well know n to every one of us. That in the district 
of Faridpur which 1 rej)re*M"rit here puldie health is in a very bad 
condition will be evident from the figure.s of 1941, wlii(*h I am just 
going to plaee i»efor >ou: Deaihs from cholera alone in 1941 eame to 
be o.fdS, and it will be an information to the Hon’hle Minister when 
I say that in the Sadur sulKlivision of Faridpur in the same year births 
were IG.lSl' us against 19,f»'it) cttses of death; in the subdivision of 
Goalundo the iMisition was .still wcirse and horrible: there births ^eVe 
G,<Vi4 as against 19,842 cases <d death. Sir, eludera is a waterdKune 
diseaiie and therefore preventihle. Cholera breaks out only when there 
i» a supply of imjiure drinking waU»r. I think, therefore, that it is 
Ifigh time that the sloka that 1 have quoted .shfiuld not be forgotten 
ami that the commitments of the ex-Finanec Minister already referred 
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io should as far as pomhle he acted upon by the Hon'ble Minister so 
far as his department is concerned. It is really horrible that while 
the present Ministry has had the full advantage of the realisations 
made from the Sales Tax in Bengal as a result of a measure passed 
by the previous Government, the Ministry did not care to act up to 
the coniiiiitinents of the previous Ministry whose sole object for 
imposing the tax was to find money therefrom for the nation-building 
activities in this province. Not to speak of any increased provisions 
for the Public Health Department, we find that the activities of the 
department have been curtailed in many spheres. When there is such 
a pressing need in the countryside for better public health and better 
sanitation, the present Government has by curtailing its activities been 
guilty of pilfering the proceeds from the new taxes. This money which 
ought tfj have been spent for better water-supply in rural areas has 
been diverted for the protection of the lives and property ^in the 
metropolis. This, I may Ihj permitted to say, is stealing money of 
the poor people in the countryside for the benefit of the towns])eople. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the word “stealing” j)arliuinentaiy ? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry. 1 ilid not hear him <ay that. 


Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sii, so far as we in this House as 
U(!(*r(*dited representatives of the people in the <(unitrysi(le an- ( om'eni- 
ed, we have hy giving our consent to that taxation measure in this 
I/egisLiture eommitted ourselves to see that the money derived there- 
from is s]kent only for nation-building purposes. Therefore, Sir, so far 
as this money is concerned, it was already earmarked and it should not 
have been touehe<l. If there was need for money for (dvil defence 
puri»oses, Government could have conceived another taxation measure 
or lu^rrowed it. But so far as that promise is concerned, you must 
make good that promise. In the year lUdb-dT the provision for rural 
water-suf)ply was K.h. d(),(MMh In Hld7-d8 it rose to 3 lakhs; in 1938-39, 
to 0 lakhs; in 1939-40 and 1940-41, to lakhs; and in 1941-42 to 10 
laklis. Over and ab(»ve that the promise was made to find money from 
the Sales Tax proceeds for rural water-supply. You cannot, thereforei^ 
shirk the responsibility. You must make increased provision, but if 
yoli do not, it will be a clear breach of the faith and of the words and 
prun^ses made. 

Mr. NIKUN4A BEHARI MAITI: Sir, 1 Wg to move that the 
demand of Es. 47,61,(X)() for expenditure under the head “39 — Public 
Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise 
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a discuftsion about the desirability of niakinfr drastic red\ictiou on the 
expenditure side and of providing for thorough examination of the 
health of the people of the provim^, and village sanitation and educa- 
tion in hygiene and health. 

^ Public Health Budget4^ fwa TO TO C7, 

CTO village sanitations^ CTOT ?tTO TOT! tnt (^ ; fim 

TO7 to to cto Prro toti to ; fro 

TOit ^ 3Tl?r5T :rf^ CTO TOT (?\^ I Public 

Hfalths^ demands ^Pr5 5'Ctb I S^^l 

TCbb, ex|)en8CH in eonnee.tion with epidemics. \5tCi> Ofsfl ’TtTW <71. 
':0,^0,000\ <r?n rrro | s^j* Tsjfsf grant for Public 

Health puriK)ses. T;rC3 roiW K:i,Hk,000\ StT I ’5tC5 TOtTOTff 
^’'fl TO Quinine anti-Malarial Schemes^ TO StT 

rCTO 4^* TOt^n epidemic diseases^ rCTO I Ihiblio 

Healths^ '5^11 <71 i?t^1 ^ '^50 water -supjdyS^ *rl 

1^1. water- RUpplys^ I?TT TOT^fT 

f^TO, CTO Health officerC"^ TOl7r< ur;\T rtTO t?tT, Hural 
R^'oonstruction sehcmc S^ TO >b.OOC\ 1^1 TOO? I Rural Public 
Health Schemes^ ^*fl ^^.OO.OOC\ i^l *t^ TOTCS? I Tto S^ 

^rro fro iivc^ ^ a toutoc*!^ tot 

7^ (Tjr^f) —fipy] ’ytTT fro ^ !T1 <3f9 ^TTO OfMV^S 

^ I ’^ITO STIiI 4C«lffe>Co1»l I <7!^ ^(.bo S^ C^> 

prevention is lietter than cure, s (TTSR TORO 

fir’TTO C^ lTO >]’3T TOf7 TO r?r C’l, administration 4 

TO TO ; fTO Budgets cTO TTO sSi C'^’^1 TO ^?1 C^. prevention 
is better than cure, rpl^ THTOl^ (71. eures^ TORI 

(7i TO t C ' ^H f«rfe prfnentions’S TO (71 TOTO'T ^ I Prevention 
^ tro ^ TORI TOTTH'T ^5TTO V'rS\ r tJXTOf UTO TO5 

TOT ^ rv, ^ TC-H IfTO TOI^TO ?11 ?T 1 TO TO TORI (3h TOTO I 
STO^ <Bn member TOCR im TOTO gtW 4CTOR I TOTO' 

(TT. IfTO TO! ; TO !fCTO TOtC® TOTO STOI 0^, ?<Cli 
TO TO^, 451: ?TO fro <71 ^ TOR Cfft ^ 4rTO '5tr3 <71 C#1 T» 
44: o? 4TfTO (TO n TO cto; TO T 4^ C4 TOU TOCTf, 44 TO TOlit 
fV TOgf4? s4 TO ^r«<r4*S f% 4Rr® TO:45r? ^ 

wm TORf f%f 4Rr3 TO4 I ilTft 4^441 4iTf^ 41 C4, itK^ 445 TO TO4f41 
lt5ft TO5 TO. fro tfTST^ 41;^^ TONRi ^afl TO fTO ^r4 I 
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TOT, frf?in, *]^ ^ f% 5^ portable 

initiative f%ni ^ I 

5’C^ ^f?n C^PR Congress, Muslim League, 

Forward Bloc, Progre>sive Coalition Party, 

^fTRr f^fc^ qic^r i|tr=r ^ ^hcs i ^ 

C^sfTJ ^t 3?1 ^ (R, <i]^ l^C55, 

c^Rs ttm — 

'4?r 'cfPs^t^ Sf5T I 5Rn ,Tr, f% ^ttr^, 

Tffk poj>ular 7?, rcs 

<4^ ^mi I c^pr cTn^tft ftnr 3 Ri ?fv ^ c^gi ?Rr 3 

rr3 I (Tfr^ c*?^ oj, 

(yci^ t|r3R^ ’f ^ "^1% if=n r?T c^ 

^1 cFPr TTtf^f 7r?j ^ =n TTTn ^rur i 

C*W 7trj ^vyi '4s‘f''n^i^ Sn^vri ^tJ CJovemment 

^?fr^ 5 'Rfir iff% ^1 (R, jf^^rR ^R'-f 

c^tnrciiR i i]^ ^vff^ ^^^75 ^rtr 3 

SR’TR ^n Tpj, SI Pptt?] ^rw5^i ^r^rCT'^n rvj c^it ^vfti' <r^ 

Mfe I (R’fl P-fTTO (R, R??f 'r:fR '::fr3TT Trp<r^ r^7 ^iR^pRl 

^ '5RfRT ^Ttfio ■S’l'-f" I ^RR 5T?F R 7 ?R JlfTT^ R. ^^rr^ftpRl, 

Prf^f^ R7:*f :rm:^R7if^ c^ ^^^rSw ^r^o?, rtPi ^n ^rrii ^4] 1 
'srffir 2riR r, rttpr ^rff ^rcrfvR 4 Prt^ Rc^r^ 

(RR FRr3 I 4 Rto fF ^1 '51 I 

venereal disease ^T7 ; ^f% t^Ri 3 ft^fet^ 

fRl ’Tt:^*fRf^ tnr5R5- Tirfft^ C^ (Rt^'R ^R!f?] ^R ^TRi:^ I 4?:*^ 

tlWTRRr ry^ , 

^ ^pvfi ( 7 R j (Tfi^ »rc 55 4 ^ Public 

Health l>e|)artinent4?r R 7f;r^ wibl^ ^TEE C<il I 

WT ^rr^RT ; fVl (Tq^ry.;! Pul^lie 

’'s’lPrR ^5 rR ^vfi j?on:)^ rt^ 4i‘ ^ ^rerfe r, 

1T3T7 C^“t I Director of Public Health4? ^Tf^RT ^.800s 
nOO\ I^Rn ctin Assistant Director:^ ’{f^, 

Chief Engineer of Public Health I)e]>artment ^,^oc\ &Rn I 4?“ 

<nnr*f^ ’R^ I ^ District Healih officer4^ (tOC\ frRI 

'5ff (?«■> I Health offiwrOT mtCJI COCK ^ <•=’*0 7871 C^ 3^ 
’WW 517 1 TitTi jrf& COCK Tffw SHT® »tlC75t ®<|;t ^onr 
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^ 5‘9?1 I Bengal Ccmgresa ParHiimont4^ry Party 

npH ■^Mi cn i 

cut motion TttC^ yr^f r.T( fe^fe ) 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir. 1 lug io move that 

(he* ihuiiaml for H'<. 47.(ll,ltO<) for e'Xiu'iulituiv inulor the* hesul “•{!♦ — 
Public Health” he re‘(luc<*(l hv IN JOO. The ol)jecj of the* iiHeliofi is 
to raise a (li<c\is^iou aieout the ToIl> gunge Pn>te*<’tie>n Kinhaiikmeuit. 

Sir, 1 al'-o heg to iiieexe that the (leinand he reduet'el i»\ IN. HMI, 
The* (d)ject i" to laise a diseMi^sion uhout the iinjue»\ e‘ineMi( of Tittaghur 
Khal. 

Sir, niy fir^t ('ul iinUiou 1 .*^ regaiding tin* Tolls gunge Protee-tiou 
Kniliankine-nt Tiii" iiiutteo i** being agitated tor a \e‘t\\ long tune. 
The wlo^i- aM'a ot tin* 'I'tdKgunue M uniei|>alit \ a-' well as the rural 
area unde*r the* Tolls gunge thaiot are floo<leel with water esery \ear, 
It was visited h\ Mr Nausher Ah who was then the* Minisle-i in chntge 
of (he I’nhlic Health and Local Selt-( iovei nine’ll I I)ej»ai (nient , He 
W’e’nl in a cetuntis ho.il (<* llie* locahts and lound for hinisedt (he* 
iniseuahle condilioii ed (he* jeeople* cause’d by tlood.s. Jle* < .illed a I on- 
fetenci' in thi' conneition lu which lie- Tedlsgunge municipal aulho- 
ritie*s as wedl a> othe’i authoiities were* iiiMted and allersvarils a se-he’ine 
was pre‘})an‘d tor the piote’ction ed (hat aie*a b\ a pniteciion e>mbank» 
inent. With (he siltm;.' ot the* Hidsaelhan (lie ehaniage* ol the locality 
ha.s be’cri cmnplete’is sinppe-d ami the* tiooel wate-i de‘vas1ale*s (he* wlude 
locahts. The Ilou^e* will he .surpiised (o find that in that leicahty 
(he*ie WON (t t(» S fre’t rd wate*r ami |M‘oph’ u^eal to live llo’re- by buildinj^ 
machdi. 'I'hi" i-' the* e-oielition III wliich pe’opb’ live- the-re*. 

Sir, the Tediygunge* Predection Knibanknient was taken up and it 
Was iouml tliat (he* .scheme* eeriginallv prope>He*el wanild e-ost about 
Rh, 1 lakh ami d(l thouHaml of whieh Us. To.OtIh was to be* ])roviele*(l 
by the 'J'edls gunge ^^^nic^pality ami the* ie*st hy the feovernni<*nt of 
Bengal. 

Now', after the scheme was taken up, a survex was maeh* hy 
Mr. M. U. ( arle*r xvho was (he* ( edlector at that time*. JIi* made a 
survey of the leicaliix, but it ultimately came to notliing lot it w’as 
feiunel that the scheme wouhl ceist about Hs. 4 laklis and bO thousand 
and the munieipalitx was unable tej pay half the contrihutiem as pro- 
povsed. The matter xvas ned taken up after that time. In the meaii- 
tipw, the t alcutta ( orporatioii has excavated its Kulti Outfall ( haiinel. 
The municipality approached the (orporation while the* scheune wan 
under examination and the drainage to a partial extent was made to 
9ow through (he outfall e hannel. But that has not solveui the ditficulty. 
The di£6culty is j»till the*re. The annual flooding, although it is leaa, 
lit f1t<***A and YL'a m/iitoul rt/'imilan \r tnittlnf tn rtf fViA 
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Health and Local Self-Oovcrnmeiit Department to take up that scheme 
aympatlietirally as it affects a vast locality. The scheme costing Rs. 4 
lakhs and oO thousand should be revised in view of the partial drain- 
age of the area through Corporation outfall channel and the scheme 
may be re-examined for the protection of the poor peopl^ of the 
locality. This is for the protection of the Tollygunge area. 

Then, Sir, I come to the question of the Tittaghur Khal. In the 
current year’s budget Rs. 3G,!b‘i3 was provided. A similar amount 
has also been provided for the next year's budget. This is a matter 
of great importance for the localities concerned. The matter is ])eing 
agitated since the year 1933 and a scheme was made for the re-excava- 
tion of the Tittaghur Khal. The khal is connected with the river 
Hooghly, but the mouth of the khal is completely silted up and unless 
excavation is made, there can be no drainage from that khal to the 
river. There is an<»ther ditticulty, namely, the khal has passed through 
the Rarrackfjore Trunk Road. Some arrangement should be made for 
increasing the vent of the culvert under the road and the khal should 
be connected with the beds in the rural area. For, unless it is con- 
nected with the beds, water of the rural area cannot be drained out 
otherwise as it is the only drainage channel in that locality. 1 would 
request our Hon’ble Minister, who is so sympathetic in his consnlera- 
tion about these small drainage schemes, to take up the matter at 
an early date and have an estimate prepared for the same and thereby 
remove the drainage difficulties in that area. 

Mfi Wf CHIPPENDALES Sir, I take this opportunity of 
expressing our appreciation of the improvements effected in the welfare 
and prospect of the nurses, their pay, status and conditions of service, 
and of hearing testimony to the courageous and soli<l work performed 
by these, our sisters, in hospitals, military areas and in the war zones. 

This noble profession and honourable calling, demanding grave 
responsibilities, prompt initiative and re.sourcefulness in perplexities, 
inexlmuslive patience and skilful and devoted service, deserves our 
warm gratitude. The excellent manner in which they have responded 
to the call of duty and performed their task of usefulness and work of 
mercy, in alleviating pain and suffering and imparting hope and 
sympathy and bestowing comfort and ease deserves our warmest praise 
and felicitations. 

They have joined the military’ and civil services in large numbers 
and are doing their bit in training areas and theatres of war. They 
have earnetl our gratitude and the gratitude of their country by their 
brave self-devotion and unshrinking service of benevolence, mercy and 
compassion. We are proud of their achievements and congratulate 
them on their puldic spirited work and trust that when the clouds 
have passed by and normal times return again, with peace and tran- 
quillity, their services will be remembered and their merit recognised 
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and that they will he given their due Khure of resulting advantages 
and prefenueutH and he securely jdaced in (he economy of progressive 
life and professiona) advancement. The training given and the 
standards adopted are worthy of notice and deser\’e rwognition, and 
1 hope that in the >ears to come (he nursing diplomas and certilioatea 
given in this country uill receive n world-wide acceptance within the 
British Empire and in other countries of the world. We welcome also 
the intensive training under the exigencies td war primaril\ for military 
purposes. This lias euseil the situation and has hrought, in its wake, 
Iresh avenues (d service and utility. The \oung women of this province 
have availed themselves of these opportunities and will, without douht, 
give a good account of themselves ami their achievements in the cureers 
which the\ have chosen. 

It is^a well-known fact (hat they possess ahilities and neeil only 
opportunities. There have been. I am happv to sa\. imi>rovemen(« 
all round and we congratulate the aiilhoriliivs on these ameliorations 
and progiess, a^ well as mi the great oppoi i unit ies whicli have been 
given to the nui'ing pioiessimi to prove their worth and seeun* liieir 
rights. 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir. tlie Opposition 
ha.s concentrated its attention upon a numher of cut motions w’hich 
raise certain ver\ importuiit issues. 

AVith reganl to the (juestion raised by m\ honourable frieml, 
Mr. Ahmed Hossain. a.s regards medieines whirdi are generally made 
available b\ the local bodies in (be flifferent disjiensaries, J can onjy 
inform him that reliable specifics for kala-azar and only tested drugs 
are used, so far as (he Ihiblic Health Department is cone.erned. If 
new remedies are souglit to be patronised, then certificates from the 
School of Tropical Medicine are insisted upon, before such new medi- 
cine.s can be given a (rial. That is (he svstem which is now' adojited. 
From that point of view’, if .some unreliable riiediciries have found their 
W’ay inio these ilisjierisaries, it is certainly to be regretted, and 
instances brought to the notice of (he authorities will not fail to evoke 
sufficient attention. 

Then, Sir, the next question (hat I would like to deal wdtb in my 
reply is the question of the Tittaghur Khal which lias l>eeij raised in 
the cut motion of Mr. Anukul Chandra Das. Mr. Das is probably 
aware that the old scheme for the improvement of the khal has been 
dropped. The failure of the municipality tfi come forward with contri- 
butions is the main reason and there are also other reasons w'hich are 
Tteyond the control of this particular department with which I am 
concerned. The new scheme on a much more modest scale is now 
under contemplation, and it is for the municipality U) take an initiative 
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in the matter and we are waiting for that initiative to come. So far 
us we are concerned, there will be no lack of assistance on our part 
if the other parties concerned come forward with their proposals and 
give tlieir assistance. 

The next question is wdth regard to the Tollygunge Embankment 
Scheme. Mr. Das himself has admitted that the Corporation has taken 
up the matter and, to a certain extent, been successful in carrying 
ndief to the affected areas. But, at the same time, I give this assur- 
ance to the honourable member that if tins scheme which has been 
undertaken and executed to a certain extent by the Corporation falls 
short of the recjuirements of the locality, (lovernment will certainly 
step in and supplement the efforts of the Corporation in that behalf. 

As regards the (juestiori raised by my honourable friend, 
Mr. Nikunja Behari Haiti, and other members, 1 shall take up the first 
the (lueslion of rural water-sujq)l> which has been stressed at some 
length by my honourable friend Mr. Ahmed Ali Mridha. The question 
<jf rural water-su])ply is unf(»rt»inately the last item upon which he 
could legitimately concentrate his attention. A few figures, if ])laced 
before the House, will convin<*c the lI(»uso that this attack is entirely 
unjustified. 

The noimal grat)l of IN. lakhs \\hich (Jovernment make annually 
for the improV(‘meiit of rural \\alei-siipj)I\ was au^tnenl<*(l by an addi- 
tional f^rant of Bs, ') lakhs in l!M(t-dl and au^menled b.\ a ^rant of 
IN. T.J lakhs in tin* (Uireni ^cai " budgi*!. In the coming >t‘ar, in the 
budget that we are discussing at tlu‘ piesent nntnienl, in sjntc' ot the 
stress and strain on the juoNincial finances, in these difhcult times, 
the same amount of Hs. 10 lakhs has been provided as was provided 
in the current >ear. Tlowe has been no attempt mad(‘ t(» reduce the 
amount uliich ^^as {)rovided for rural water-supjily in the current >par 
in the next > ear’s budget. ITider these eircumsiunces, 1 don’t think 
that the ntiucks which had been sought t(» ])e levelled against the 
department b> .Maulvi Aliii^ed Ali Mridha N\ere justified. I may add 
that for areas affeetiMl b\ cyclone and drought a sum of Rs. 2 lakhs 
was sanctioned espe*ciall,\ for rural water-supply which has been dis- 
organised and dislo(at(‘d b\ those natural calamities. In addition to 
this, u sum of IN, (Id. 000 has been piovided for the C’hittagong Muni- 
cipality for the purpose of augmenting the water-supply. Rupees 5 
lakhs has been distributed in the current >eur to different districts of 
the province. From the Loan Fund, amounts have been advanced at 
least to one Distri( t Boanl, Malda District Board, which came forward 
with a proposal to tlie extent of Rs. 21.000. Vnfortunately the local 
bodies have not played their part iii bringing forward schemes ’‘which 
might have entitled them to draw upon this source and it does not 
lie in the mouth of these local bodife or in (he mouth of those con- 
nected with them to come forward and level charges of the kind that 
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we have listened to this morning. Mr. Mridha has also taken this 
opportunity of levelling a charge of stealing according to his own 
conception at tlie i)resent iiovernment (»u the ground that an assur- 
ance was given, at the time the Sales Tax Hill was passed, hy the 
ex-Finance Minister that all this money would he utilized for nation- 
building purposes. It is said that the assurance has not been honoured 
and my friend Mr. Mridha sa>s that it amounts to piliering. In his 
own inimitable style he .sa\> that it amounts to stealing. I cannot 
quarrel with the hinguagi* that be ha'^ u-nciI. It onl\ retiints the 
mentality ot one who use> that language 1 eannot iiji]>or\e it lu're 
and now by an oration on m\ part. At tin* same time J take this 
opportunity ot telling my trit*nd Mr. Miidha that the same ex-Finanee 
Minister who lield out tiiat a^^uianee l(»r tin* purport* ot making this 
House acce])t the Sales Tax Hill was aKo ies]>onsible to a eerlain extent 
for the l^ig(* deheit t(» the tune of IN U erores. and it was leit to 
tliis unfortunate tioveinm(‘nl to .square up that delieil in the best wa> 
they possibl\ could (U' make an attem])t to d(> so. I do not know how 
that deficit was biought about 'some ]»a!t ot it at an\ lalc was due 
to expendituie like the tiaxelling allowances diawti b\ committee's 
such as those which dignifnel tlnuiisehe's with the name ol Industrial 
Sun’e\ (oinmittee under the ediaii maii'.hiji of m,\ tinuid Mr. Fazlur 
Itahman. It went on a r()\ mg missi»m thiougbout thecounltv. tluough- 
oiit tiie ieimtli .md iueadth o! India, and tlnueb\ piling uj» tin* lia\el]- 
iiig all(iwan'e> wlmh lia\«‘ih>d "Hidolit into the pocket^ ni the wnjthy 
chairman and other memlMUs ot tin* committee. 'riPoe aie seveial 
othei matlei> whnh ate re^jHinsible loi this didicit and though the 
as*<uiance given l)\ tlie e\-I*’inanee Minister e\en it it had been giv«*n 
in a honn fi(I( manner could not be kejit. I don’t tliink that tins (ioNern- 
ment deserve all tlie fine appellations that m\ fiiend Mr. Miidiia bad 
applieil. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: May 1 ask it qinsti ny Will 

the llon’ble Minist(*r b<* pleased to state w'iu'ther (lie juesent (iuvera- 
ment is tning to review 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 am not going to 
give way to my friend. As regards the olhei que.stioji rained 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: May 1 usk a quest ion f 

' Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I will not allow any debatable ques- 
tions to be raised. 

* Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: My question wan this. The 
Hon’ble Minister was just now inferring to the money which wan 
to be kept for nation-building purposes, but the proceeds of the Bales 
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Tax Act were devoted by the ex-Finance Minister to meet the deficit 
of the budffet. My definite question to the Hon’ble Minister is this, 
whether he is just trying to review that order and allocate that money 
for nation-building purposes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: This requires to 
be examined. It requires a consideration of the entire budgetary 
position, and 1 don’t think that my friend is justified in putting such 
a (juestion, wliose relevancy is very much doubted by me. 

As regards the ^her question.s raised by my friend, I assure him 
that I shall look into them most earnestly and sympathetically and 
wherever relief is needed, it will not be found wanting. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 47,(11,000 under the head “dO — Public Health ’ he reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Ahmad Hosain that the demand of Rs. 47,01,000 
under the head ‘d'lO — Public Health ’ he reduced by Rs, lOU was then 
put and lost. * 

The motion of Dr. Sharat C’handra Mukherji that the demand of 
Rs. 47,01,000 under the head “80 — Public Health ” be reduced by 
Rs. KK) was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha that the demand of 
Rs. 47,01,0(K) t^der the head “80 — Public Health'’ he reduced by 
Rs, 1(K) was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Nikunja Behari Maiti that the demand of 

t s. 47,01,000 under the head “80 — Public Health” be reduced by 
s. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra Das that the demand of 
Rs. 47,01,000 under the head “80 — Public Health” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then«put and lo.st. 

The motion of Rai SaMh Anukul Chandra Das that the demand of 
Rs. 47,01,0<M) under the head “8!) — Ibiblic Health” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’hle Mr. Sautosh Kumar Basu that a 
sum of Rs. 47,01,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“39 — Public Health” was then put and agreed to. 

Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 rise on a point 6f order 
which was raised regarding a resolution purported to have been givdn 
notice of by Mr. Abdur Rahman SlHldiqi? May I have your ruling 
to-day, Sir? 
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Mr. DEPUTY SP^EAKER: With re^funl to that jHiiut of order, 
I have looked into the file. The Hoirhie Speaker huH admitted that 
motion in an amended form. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: U it a special motion}^ 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: It cannot be taken up unless the 
departmental otticer.*» a^ree. 

% 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: So far as publication is concerned, I 
may (ell you that we do not ^renerally encourage, rather we discourage 
publication of this .sort of motion by the newspaper. I will lo()k into 
the matter and \%hen the motion comes ucliially before the H4)UMe 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will it at all come upy 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER* 1 do n(>l know what will be the atti- 
tude (d the Ibiii hie Minister concerned. I have not u*l gone through 
the file iimiutelv tui a** tin* (|Uesiien of publi^-ation is (‘oncerned, 

1 have Mild we do mO eiieourage this ^oit ol jmldieation 

Adjournment. 

It being ll-do a.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 8-dO a.m. on Tuesday, the I7lh 
March, 11142, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Cukutta, on Tuesday, 
the 17th March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 


Present: 

#■ 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalalvddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
(I Hon’ble Minister.s and 195 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Rewision of the Communal Ratio Rules. 

•167. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (oi Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charp* of the H(»nie ( Aj>poiiitment ) ])e]»artment be pleased 
to state whether the present Ministry contemplate to make up communal 
'l)roportion i)i the servi<’es i)\ importing persons belonging to particular 
communities from out^ide the Province in case siiitahle applicants of 
that community are not available in Itengal!*' 

He ‘ 

(/j) Do the Government contemplate the revision of the present 
eommunal ratio inpthe Services Kules? If s(», wheui' 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (o) With certain excei>tions posts under the 
Pn)\incial Government are reserved for persons who are either natives 
o(, or |H*rmanentI>’ domiciled in, Ilengal and there is no question there- 
loie of appointing |W‘r.st)ns from (uit'^ide the Provime. 

th) No. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA; Will the Hon ble Minister 
be jdeased to let us know what are these “certain exceptions,” as stated 
in his reply to)? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL14UQ: 1 want notice. 
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Rewersiofi of Dirootor of Pulilio Informatioii and AsslHint DIrootor of 
PuMio Informatioffi. 

•168. Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Will Wiv 1lon1>]o Ministn- in 

charfre of tlie Puhlicity Dcpartiiifiit In* plnisod to ntato — 

(/) wlictluT Mr. Altaf Husain, ])in*ctor (*f I’uMio Information, 
has luMMi ordortnl to rovert t(» his lonnor ])ost under the 
Education l)e])artiuent ; and 

(K) whether Mr. Alalul Wadud, As.^istaiit Director of Public 
Information, has lM‘en »»rdered to revert U) his original post 
of a Sub-l)ej>ut\ strati*)^ 

ih) If the answer t<» (o) is in the afllnnatixa*. will the Hon’lde 

Minister he pleased to state the reasons for sucli orders of reversion 

• 

(() Will the Hon’lde Minister he pleased to state whether the 
Public Servi<‘e (Nunmission is to be cofisulled Indore such orders arc 
pasHe<l y 

id) Will the Hfm’hle Minister be pleased to state whether the 
I'ublic Service (’oiniiiission was consulted hefore such orders were 
passed !" 

(/) If lh»- answer to {(I) is in the neprtive, will the llon'ble Minister 
l>e jileused to state whetiier he is e<»nteinplutin^ takini^ ner’essary Mtei> 
t(t consult the l*uldic S<^r\i<e (’oinmissiou ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (o\ Yes 

(h) The (piestion of reor^^anisin^r the depurtiioMit has b<*en under . 
con.sideration f(»r some time and (iovernment thou^^ht it desirable to 
try new' men who mif^ht Ik* expected to brinjr fresh ideas to laKIr on the 
problems which have to be solved. 

((’} to (c) There i.s no rule or <onvenfion ueconlin^ to which the 
Commission should be consult4*<l in such cdS^es. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state from what time the ijuestion of reorffahisintr the depart- 
ment has been under the ermsideration of the Government ^ 

The Hofi'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It has Ik'cii umb*r emnsidera- 
tion for about six montbs now and the order alxmt Mr. Altaf Hosain 
was pas.sed some time in Aufjrust. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: In it a fact that the order wae 
passed after the resumption of oftice by the present ’Miniftry? 
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TIM Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir. As I have said, 
the order was passed some time in August, but Mr. Altaf Husain was 
kept on because the proposal we had in view did not then materialise, 
and HO Mr. Hu.sain had made over his charg'e only three or four days 
ago. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHME.D: Is it a fact that the order was 
pa88e<l when the ministerial crisis was going on? 

The Hofi’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, long More that. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN. With reference to answer (h) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the fresh ideas bearinf 
on the problems which have to be solved ? 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I point out to 
the honourable memliers that so far as the two officers are concenie<l 
about whom these (luestions have l)e(‘n asked, their records have been 
•exceptionally good. Mr. Altai Husain was mv choice when the Pul>- 
licity Department was set up and I have found his work to he uuifonnly 
satisfactory. 

As r(‘gards now id<*as it has been (leci<b‘d to have som(‘lhing like a 
"rublicity Deiwutment in connection with the All-India Radio and other 
cognate matters. Sev<*ral new jiosts have been created. W(* are in 
communication with the (lovernment ol India, and it is for this reason 
thrtt a full and thorough reorganisation has got to take place and the 
services of Mr. Altaf Husain have bemi reijuisitioned for*some other 
imjiortant work. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to 
fltate wh«iher these fresh ideas Waring on the problems mean personal 
propaganda for the (’hief Minister? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Withdrawal of ban on public meotinga. 

MSS. Dr. SARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that the Working Committee of the Indian National Congress 
has passed a resolution to start volunteer organisations in 
all places in order to help people; and 

(u) that they have also resolved to co-operate with other such bodies 
or organisations also without having any disagreemeni 
between the twoP 
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(6) Is tbe Hon’ble Minister aware that such an organisation oannot 
be formed without public meetings? 

(r) If the answer to {h) is in the attirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether he contemplaU^s the withdraa-al 
of the order of banning meetings from the places wdiere it exists? 


Th« Hoffble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) I am informed that 
statements to this ellect or of a similar character have appeared in the 
press. 

ih) an<l {(') 1 am awun* m* order banning im^ctings anywhere in 
this Province. 

Dr. $URE$H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Aie we to understand that 
meetings^in any jiail of the province of Heitgal cun now l)e held without 
pemiis.sion being jneviously taken from the local authorities? 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 submit that the question 

of people holding meetings at their pleasure and the ijueKtion of banning 
of meelingh are quite different things, and, therefore, 1 also submit that 
fhi^ (juestiun does not arise out of the main question. 

Mailivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hoirble Minister lie 
pleased to state whether there is a general order under section 144 of 
the (Viininal l*ro(‘edure (ode banning all meetings in Ti|)j>era without 
previous pennission ? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that, 

Mr. P. BANERJEE: Is the llon'ble Minister aware that District 
Magistrates insist on persons holding meetings taking previous permis- 
sion from them and in eases where su< h j»ermi«sion is not sought the 
persons organising siieh meetings are unested and harassed ? 

Thg HOfl’bId Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As 1 have said, Sir, there 
is no order generally applicable throughout the provinc 43 banning all 
meetings but in certain cases if the District Magistrate thinks that the 
purpose of the meeting falls under the I>efence of India Rules which is 
an extraordinary piece of legislation, such a meeting can l>e banned by 
him and he has the power to do so. 

• Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it not a fact that the Defence 
of India Rules reciuire that meetings cannot be held without preTiooi 
permission of the District authority? 

a 
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Th« Hon'bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The rules do not in so many 
words lay down that but the District Magistrate can ^n exercise of the 
power conferred on him under the Defence of India Rulse require that 
he should be consulted before any meeting is actually held. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister 
consider ihe question of issuing instructions to District Magistrates 
asking them to afford facilities to volunteer organisations for convening 
meetings with a view to organi.sing an adequate civil defence? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; That is a different matter 
and I am prepared to consider the question. 

Mr. 1^. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if orders under section 144 were passed in the district of 
Tippera at the time of the Ministerial crisis to prevent Muslim I^eague 
meetings lieing held without the permission of the District Magistrate? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 
That question does not arise out of the main (|uestion, and it should l>o 
tabled and answered as a different question. A supplementary question 
must be relevant to the (jiiestion that ha.s been tabled. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The intention of a supplementary 
(piestion is to elucidate information on further matters of fact arising 
out of the answers given. Therefore, I hold that Mr. Suhrawardy’s 
question is in order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have just stated in 
answer to a (juestion put by Mr. Mafizuddin Ahmed, I have heard but 
I am not aware of it. I am prepared to find out on enquir>’ what were 
the circumstances under which the District Magistrate passed that order 
if be did actually da so. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: I am deeply grateful for it, but will 
the Hon’ble Minister, while making this enquiry, consider the question 
of revising that order in case the conditions so require? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is a request for action. 

Mon^ tpont through Distriot Board of Tippera for teet ralief works. 

M70. Mr. 40NAB ALI MA4UMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
tn charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the amount that has been advanced to ihe District Board of 
Tippera from January, 1941, to 3l8t January, 1942, for teat 
relief works within that district; 
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{h) amoimt that has Wn speut for relief works up to 20th 
February, 1942; and 

(r) wlien hihI where those test relief works have lw*en undertaken F 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE and dUDICIAL and 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon*ble Mr. PriimiUii Nitll 
Banerjee): (a) its. 48,400. 

Rs. a. p. 

(/>) From (foveriiinent advunee ... ... 15 0 

Fnuii DHtnct lh»ar<l Fund ... ... 14,080 (i 0 


Total ... ... 49,754 5 6 


((') A staturiHMit is laid on the Tuhle. 


Statement referred to in reply to rlau>ie (r) of starred question Xo. 170. 




Date of ojifinin^? (’on tit'll. 

Xain 

e (»f nbwfw wliorn tout 

r~ 


ivlidf uorlcH \seo' doiev 

('hnn^lpur 

With Iii«tru‘l Hoard 
amount. 

With (lovernmont 
advance. 

1. 

AlfodurKHpur 

29th .hmo, 1941 


2 

Chardukiiitt 

30th .lurio, 1941 

iHth OctolKir, 1941. 

3. 

Fanciganj 

.. 29th June. 1941 

loth Oct<»l>i'r, 1941. 

4. 

rh»t«whi 

29th Juno, 1941 

15th S«'|>temlM'r, 1941. 

5. 

(j()\ irutupur 

19ll» July. 1941 

IHth ()ctol)er, 1941. 

fl 

Hu{>h« 

. 20th July. 1941 

10th OcnJM'r. 1941. 

7, 

(juptl 

. 25th July, 1941 

20lh Ho|)U»rnl)er, 1941. 

H. 

GandArv'apiir . . 

3rd Auguat, 1941 

llth 8<'f)Uiinl>er. 1941. 

9. 

liarlnj] 

14th August, 1941 

Iflth Soj»t4‘(mber, 1941. 

10. 

RoyBreo 

13th Auguat, 1941 

llth Septernljor, 1941. 

II. 

Hurhipani 

19th Augtiat, 1941 

2flth Hejitemljer, 1941. 

12. 

Hanerflmr 


19th Keptember, 1941. 

13. 

PaikpMW 


7th Ootobar, 1941. 

14. 

Bubtdpur (KArnUbaxar) 


27th Heptember, 1941. 

15. 

lUji««ni 


18th (><iU>b«r, 1941. 

16. 

OollAk 


10th February, 1942. 

17. 

Bimdim 


llth January, 1942. 

18. .SebobgAnj 

Brakmanbatiu tuJbdiviticn. 


IBtli February, 1942. 

1. 

NMtriMgar 

. . 25th July, 1941 

18th Aepiember, 1941. 

2. 

Saiwil 

29ih July, 1941 

15th Baptamber, 1941. 

3. 

Nabinagar 

!•! Auguat, 1941 

. . 26th Haptambar, 1941. 

4. 

SttHanpur 

9th Auguat, 1941 

.. lethBaptambar. i941. 

a. 

OiaUlpar 

. . 10th Auguat, 1941 

. . 12th November, 1941. 

6. 

Kstf;bar 

. . 12th Auguat, 1941 

. . lOih September, 1941. 
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Dftte of opening oentxee, 


With Government, 
advance. 


Kame of places where teat 
relief work* were done. 

7. Bholakutbazar 
S. Aurail 
9. Paniflwar 

10. Shimnabazar . . 

11. Konda 

12. Ookoma 

13. fihibpur 

14. Fandauk 

15. Bidyakut 

16. Kalikatclia 

f ' 

Sadar mbdivision, 

1. Oimabati 

2. Natherjwtua . . 

3. Bahkhara 

4. Ratbaria 

5. Haghurampur . . 

6. Kahctnra 

7. Bhiirbhuria 


With District Board 
amount. 


2nd July, 1941 
30th Juno, 1941 
10th July, 1941 
23rd July, 1941 
23rd July, 1941 
3rd Sept<nnl>er. 1941 


Ist October, 1941. 

6th October, 1941. 
18th October, 1941. 
12th November, 1941. 
Ist December, 1941. 
16th February, 1942. 
25th January, 1942. 
29th January, 1942. 
18th January, 1942. 
15th February, 1942. 


13th February. 1942. 


10th Soptcnd^or, 1941. 
ir)th SoptomU'r, 1941. 


Mft SHAHEDALI: Will the ITon’hle Mini.ster ]»h‘U.st‘ state why the 
balance of about Its. 13,00() wa.*< not j^i\en to the peo])le by way of 
relief ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The mutter 
rests in the discretion of the district authorities and presumably the 
district uuthoritie.s did not find it nece.ssary, but if the honourable 
memlwr thinks that there is need for it, (irculars will issue. 


Mr. SHAHEDALI: Is the Hon’bie Mini.ster aware that the major 
r>ortion of the money meant for the (’haudjmr subdivision was spent in 
the constituency of the Chairman, District Hoard, who is also a member 
of the House? 

Tht Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have do posi- 
tive ioformation on the point, but I should be very sorry to imagine 
that that is so. 

Mr. BHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that not a single cowrie has been spent in the constituency 
of Mr. Shahedali, m.l.a. P 
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The HOfl’Me Mr. PRAMATHA NATH SANERJEEl 1 am very aorry 
for the ffentlenian whose name has Wn mentioned just now. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Is the Hon^ble Minister aware 
that there was no damage done to cro|>s or to anything else by cyclone 
or flood in the oonstitiienry of Mr. Shahedali, m.l.a.P 

The HOfl’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am afraid 

I have no such present information. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon bie Minister 

please tell us the nature of the test ndii'f works}' 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 nm afraid 
I have n^t got the information here l)orause that was not the question 
put, hut if my friend requires the information, I am prej>ared to suj>ply 
it. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Is the Hon'hle Minister auare 
that the < ontemplated te^t lelief wj»rk in the shape of earthwork has 
not Ihmui taken up and on arcount of that the peoph* are suff(*ring great 
hanlshij)? 

The Hofi'bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: 1 am very 
sorry to hear it, Imt I shall (ertainly he prepare<l to empiire into it. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED; I s the Mon’hle Minister aware 
that no money has been spent for enrthwf»rk in the distric t (}f Tip[M^raP 

The Hon’bte Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have no pro- 
sent information, hut I shall look into the mutter. 

Mr. BHAHEDALI; Is the Ifon hle Minister aware that the Ilon’ble 
Mr. Shamsuddiii Ahmed detected that the money was not wholly s|>ent 
for ('handpur sulsli vision and he threatened in a meeting to bring %, 
defalcation caseP 

The Hon'bit Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE : I am not aware 

of it. My honourable friend Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed biis not eoiM, 
If he had lieen here, I could have got the information from him. 

Granting of lioonco for Jute cultivation in imalt holdinga. 

•171. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) U the Hon’ble Minister 

charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware that 
there is a large number of cultivators — 

(t) who have not got anj licence for growing jute ; and 
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^tV) who got only a few decimals of acre in the last year for the 
purpose.^ 

(t) If the acswer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering^ the desirability of granting licences for o7i€ acre of land for 
growing jute to those referred to in clauses (i) and (n)? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibulla Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) (?) There is indeed a very large 
number of cultivators especially in West Bengal who have no lands 
suitable for jute and they do not grow' jute. Hence they have not been 
recorded as juto-grow'ers. 

But if the honourable member is referring to persons who have been 
recorded as jute-growers the rejdy is that we are not aware of the fact 
that any recorded jute-grower was deprived of his right to grow jute 
on one-third of the recorded land except those who themselves declined 
to take their liceiu'es in spite of re}K*ated nuninders. The area covered 
by such withheld licences in l!m was 1 .Od'") acres. 

(it) The total number of recorded jute-growers in the Province in 
the year 1941 was out of these r)4L\:75 growers held khatians 

for jute lands varying from 10 to -01 acre each in area. The total of 
such lands was dd.()41 acres. 

(h) Each was allotted a (piota calculated at one-third of his recorded 
land subject to a minimum of •()!. The law' as it stands at present does 
not give any such discretion in the matter. 

Engagement of officers and staff of Industries Department in war 
supply work. 

•172. Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: {a} Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state whether it is u fact that a number of officers and staff of the 
Industries Department are now engaged in the task of supplying war 
materials? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) the names of such employees of the Industries Department; 

(ft) the specific duties entrusted to each ; 

(iti) the normal duties of each of the above persons; 

(iv) what arrangement has been made to have such normal duties 
performed ; 

(f) what contribution, if any, is received from the Government of 
India for the entertainment of such staff of the Industries 
Department as are enfiraired in war wnrlr. 
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(vi) what are the dihierent war auppliea which the Departmeot of 
Industries have been assisting in ; and 

(vu) what funds, if any, have been placed at the disposal of the 
Director of Industries to enable him to arrange such 
supplies? 

(c) TV ill tlie il()iri)le Minister 1 h* pleased to state whether an) jirivate 
businessmen have been displacetl by the Director of Industries uiul the 
Department of Industrie.s have taki*n up contracts fi>r the supply of 
certain materials? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED (on behalf of the Hon*ble Ntwab 
Khwaja Habibullah Bahachifi of Dacca), (oi Yes; one otHcer and 
four as.sistaiits. 

(I>) (if Mr. MiiUil (iiiplii, A'i'i-liint Dirfitoi of In<luHtricM, Hiibu 
PhaiuMilra Natli liov. Italoi Ajoy Ma<llial. Mitia, llulai UlnijM-ndra 
Nath ChaKi'rjfo and Halm liatrliunalli Ilam-rji. 

(til The Assistant Director o( Indu^trie^ is in p.neral charge of 
the War Sn|.|d> Section 'Ihe asaialanti deal will, acconnta and 
correspondence and the keeping and transporting of stores. 

(nt) Jhe normal duties of the Assistant Director of Industries are 
those stated in part in). The assistants are clerks in the ofiice of the 
Director of Industries. 

(it) Ihe normal duties of the assistants are perlornn'd in tlie usual 
manner. Their War Supply Sertitm w(»rk is dom* outside (dHce hours. 

(r) War supjdy work is organised in a separate office, the entire 
expenses of which are juiid hy the (Jovernineiit of India, including an 

extra allowance to the assistants concerned. 

♦ 

(ii) (1) Camouflage neta, (2) blanketa, (If) purachuto fabric, 
(4) parachute (‘omponents, (5) combs, (0) buttons, and (7) hats. 

(ml (lovcrnmcnt of India have placed a credit of Hn.2,(l(),iyi(l at (he 
disposal of the Director of Industries for the produetion of camouflage 
nets. The Government of India pay for other (irmluetK direct to the 
auppliers. 

(r) Articles which are K-ing supplied hy the Department of 
Industnea are all products of cottage workers. One of the roGons d’efre 
of tb* Department of Industrie.s is the marketing of products of cottage 
indiutnes. It is as such that the Department of Industries is getting 
jbe articles produced by cottage workers and then supplying to the 
Ooverament of India. This has resulted in the elimination of certain 
middlemen. 
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27— AdminisCratiofi of Justioo. 

Tho Hofi’blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, on the 
recommendation of the Governor I be^ to move that a sum of 
Rs. 70,11,000 be granted for expenditure under the head *‘27 — Adminis- 
tration of Justice’*. 

Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 70,11,000 for exi)enditure under the head “27 — 
Administration of Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the 
motion is to raise a discussion about the closing of the High Court 
during Jvmvia prayers on Fridays. ** 

Sir, in Civil Rules and Orders of the High Court, Volume I, Part U 
in rule l(^), we read the following: 

“The sittings of all courts shall be susjH'nded from 12-'K) to 2 p.m. 
on every f'riday to enable Mulmmmadan ein])loyees, pleaders and their 
clerks, witnesses and litigants to say their Jnniina ]>rayers l>ut the works 
of the offices attached should not be sus))ended during this period, pro- 
vided that Muhammadan emplo\ees of I fovtunmeiit should, if they so 
desire, l>e permitted to abstain them.selves during the time the sittings 
of the Courts are suspeiidcHl and that other Muhammadans having 
business in the office should not he required to attend during the time.” 

Sir, this is a Standing Order of the Ilon'ble High Court and in due 
obedience to this order the courts subordinate to the Hon’ble High 
Court are closed during the Juvima prajers as prescribed by these rules^ 
but, Sir, it strikes me most and also it is ver>' painful to t#ll this House 
that the Benches of the Hon’ble High Court do not close on Friday* 
just as the courts subordinate to the High Court do. There- 
fore, 1 bring this matter before the House to request the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge to see to the matter, so that the Benches of the 
Hon’hle High Court do observe this rule on Fridays. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the timing prescribed in the rule, that 
from 12-30 to 2 p.in. With the introduction of Bengal time, I hoi>e, a 
correspoudiug amendment will now he made in the rules. I do not like 
to make any further observation on this matter about the Hon’ble High 
Court. I think I should take my seat only by requesting the H(rti*ble 
Minister once more, .so that he may he plense<l to look into the matter 
with interest, and that from now on the Hon’ble High Court may 
observe this rule on every Friday to the satisfaction of all the Muham- 
madans — clients and advocates and other officers attached thereto. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Sir 1 Wg to move that |lh« 

(lemanfi of Ra. 70,11,000 for expenditure under the head ‘*27 — Adminis* 
tration of Justice” be reduced by R^. 100. The object of the motion 
ia to raise a diacuasion about — 

(i) the recruitment of judicial officers, 

(n) the high pay of the judicial officers and the low jmy of the lower 
grade ministerial officers, 

{in) the corruption in public st?rvice, 

(ir) the retrenchment in general, 

(r) the necessi1\ of intrt»(lm iiig a *4ystem of rcconling evidence ia 
Bengali and writing judgment in Bengali, too, and 

in) the desired amendment of the Bengal Money-lenders A<d, 1940^ 
with a view to give ndiefs t(» the debtors which are intended 
to \ye given. 


Mr I)ep»it\ Sprakm. Sir. it i^ very diilieult to H]>eak in an 
atmosphere of unrealit\. However, we have got to sp(*ak. We must 
carry on the onlinarv administration of the country. My motion relatoa 
to (ertain heads and first of all I shall deal with the ret'ruitment of 
Judicial officers My idea with regard to the rmTuitment of Judicial 
officers is — 1 do not know whether it will be acceptable to the ITon’ble 
Ministf’r — that the present s\.stem of recruiting a dudieiu) officer imim*- 
dintely after h<* has graduated himself in law hcmmiih to me not U> havo 
worked well. The (dd .‘.ystem of reeruitiiig judicial offi(’(‘r.s from |>ersons 
who have praeti.sed in law* courts for about three years sfK'ms to have 
worked better than the j>n*sent sy.stem. By i>raetising in law court® 
for three years individual angularities are removed. Besides (hat, one 
can get an i<lea of what the law courts are and tan get into touch with, 
the real litigant public. So, ,Sir, the .system in mv opinion should be 
revised. 

Then, Sir. Ucsides the recruitment of judicial officer, the present 
system of recruiting Assistant Sessions Judges from the Sul>ordinnto 
Judges i.s extremely bad. Under this system an officer who has dealt 
with civil eases for 20 fir 2o xears is r ailed ufKin to administer criminal 
law at the fag-end of hi.s career. He had been practising civil law and 
he had absolutely no idea of the criminal law which concerns the life 
and death of persfms. Then, Sir, an I.(‘.S. Officer who has worked as 
SulKlivisional Officer for 4 or 5 years, after he has passed the I.O.S. 
Examination, is called upon to administer civil law and hear a|ipea]s 
against the decision of the Sulwlinate Judges as an Additional District 
Judge. The system is extremely laid, and rerjuires revision. 

• Then. Sir, I shall go into the question of high pay of the judicial 
officers and low pay of the lower grade ministerial officers and along 
with it retrenchment in general. If you look at pages 70-77 of th^ 
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Blue Book you will find that the expenditure under the head 
* ‘Administration of Justice” is on the increase. In the year 1940-41 
the expenditure was Rs. 90,06,000, in the year 1941-42 the expenditure 
was Rs. 97,53,000 and this year the budgeted expenditure is 
Rs. 97,55,000. Along with that we shall have to consider the expendi- 
ture under the head “General Administration — Debt Conciliation”. 
This year the expenditure under this head is Rs. 23,50,000. So we find 
the exj)eijdlt.ure under the head “Administration of Justice” is on the 
increase. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, this is a matter which requires con- 
sideration. Jf you look at page 23 of the Blue Book you will find Diat 
revenue receipt under this head on account of sale of eourt-fee stamps is 
Rs. 1 crore and 70 lakh.s and other income under the head “Administra- 
tion of Justice”, is Rs. 15,22,000. So we find that revenue receipts 
under this head amount to RvS. 1 crore, 85 lakhs and 22 thousand. 
The total income under this head is Rs. 15 crores, 69 l,akhs and 
79 thousand. So the revenue from this head “Administration of 
Justice” is one-eighth of the total income. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
you are fully aware that the rate of court-fee in the province of Bengal 
is higher than the rate of court-fee in other provinces. In the year 
1922-23 when the Court Fees Act was amended, an assurance was given 
by the then Hon’hle Member of the Executive ('ouncil that the money 
that will be raised by the sale of court-fee stunii)s at the increased rate 
will be spent for the nation-building activities. If the Hon’ble Minister 
will look to the proceedings of the year 1922-23, he will find that that 
was the assurance given. The litigant j)ublic contributes towards 
revenue to the extent of one-eighth of the total income. Though the 
assurance was given that the numey will be spent to the nation-building 
department, you will find that the exiKMiditure under this head is 
Rs, 97,55,0(M1 plus Rs. 23,50,(M)(h that is, Rs. 1 crore, 21 lakhs and 
b thousand. So nothing remains to he si)ent for really nation-building 
activities. I submit that retrenchment can he made by cutting down 
the pay of the Subordinate Judges and the i>ay of the Munsifs. We 
cannot talk of cutting down the pay of the I.C.S. officers. 

With regard to the law officers I h<*g to draw the pointed attention 
of the Hon ‘hie Minister to this fact that if we look to the expenditure we 
will find that the exjMMiditure is alKmt Rs. 5 lakhs. Besides Government 
Pleaders, besides the J*uhlic Prosecutors, huge sums are spent for fees 
to the pleaders other than Government Pleaders in conducting criminal 
as well as civil cases. I submit and draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to this fact that this expenditure may be cut down. We can- 
not talk of the High Court, because it is sacrosanct. We cannot reduce 
even a single peon in the High Court. That is the situation under the 
Oovemment of India Act. 1 am quite aware of the limitation of the 
Act but still there is ample room for retrenchment. The Bengal litigant 
public pay a large amount of money by way of court-fee stamps and if 
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that amount is spent really for uation-huildiiif^ activities^ it will go a 
great way towards alleviating the suffering of the litigant public and 
the public in general. 

The next thing to which I would like to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister is the corruption in Public Services. With regard 
to corruption I l>eg to draw the |v)inted attention of the Hou’ble 
Minister to the low jmy id the Ministerial otfiiers. The Hon'ble 
Ministi'r is aware that the pay of the Ministerial odiceis who are in the 
lower grade is from Hs to IN. oo. The Hon hh* Minister is also 
aware <d the fact that the |M*rHim> ap]»onite»l to the Ministerial servii'e 
are mostly ri'criiited from the mnhilc class. Their standaril of living is 
almost eijual to the >tandanl of luing of jiidiciu! othi'ers, munsifs and 
Suhordinate .ludges. They have children to educate and daughters to 
marry. The f)a\ of the ministerial idficers is ridiculously low. Their 
pay must*l)e re\isi<l ami increaseil to stop corruption in the public 
aenices. There is corruption in i ivil courts The litigant ]»ublic pay 
a large sum in the shajH* of court dees and also have to pay a large sum 
in the .shu{K‘ of brihery. The eorniption must be reinovtul, and I feel 
\er\ stronglx in this matter. Tiiless eorruplioti is removed no work, 
no plan lan Micieed, 1 am fullv aware that iKdd Settlement lloarda 
confer benefit on debtors but the administration of law bus been 
entrusted to people who are reall\ corrupt. So the result is disastroua. 
In all these mutters what is essential is the lemoval of corruptSon. 
Unless corruption is removed from public services it is impossible to 
give effei t to any ])lan however good it may be. If you want to remove 
corruption you must give decent jwiv to the ministerial oHicers. They 
are hardworking people but their pa\ Is Hcuiniulously low. S(», the pay 
of ministerial officers should be iiuTeased and the pay of judicial officers 
decreased 

Then, as regards the necessity of introdm iug a system of recording 
evidence in Bengali and also writing judgment in Bengali, I am fully 
aware of it and 1 do not know whether the Ifon’hle Minister is 
aware of it or not. I have lieeii in the profe.ssion for the last thirty 
years. We cannot expres.s ourselves prf)|s»rly in English. Many 
munsifs and SuUiriliiiate Judges do not record evidence because they 
do not know how t4» do that and when they do, they do not at all 
maintain the spirit of the evidence taken. Simply they cannot. Often 
time^' when they canniit express themselves properly in English they 
8a\ “put another question as these things cannot he expressed in 
Engli sh“. So, it is necessary that ,*vidence should I>e recorded in 
Bengali and also the juilgmeut given in Bengali. 1 think that the 
Hon’ble Minister is aware that evidence usi*d U) In* recorded and judg- 
nifiit delivered in Bengali. Close to iny district, there is the Tripura 
State. If you go to Tripura you will find that evidence is recorded in 
Bengali and also beautiful judgments delivered in Bengali. I feel 
proud of that. If arranirements can he made for the record imr of 
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evidence in Bengali and if judgments can also be given in Bengali^ 
there will be a great improvement in Bengali literature. To this aspect 
of the matter, I wish to draw the pointed attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Administration of Justice. 

The next thing I want to speak about is the amendment of the 
Bengal Money-lenders Act. I do not want to speak on controversial 
matters. I only want to refer to section JG of the Bengal Money- 
lenders Act where the intention of the legislature has been frustrated. 
That is a se(‘tion which was intended to give relief to the poor. It was 
intended that the decree which was not satisfied on or before 1st 
January, 19J9, could be re-o])ened. That was the intention of the 
legislature and the intention is clear. Hut, Sir, in proviso (?i) of sub- 
section (/) of section JG of the Bengal Money-lenders Act, 
there is an expression “in a suit to which this Act applies" and 
this expression “suit to which this Act applies” has been ilefined in 
sub-clause af clause 2 of the M(»ney-lenders Act, as a suit 
or proceeding instituted or filed on or after the 1st day of January, 
1989. The decree which was not satisfied Ixdore 1st. .lunuary, 19.89, 
can l)e re-opened, but, Sir, in that proviso there is the wording that the 
decree must be passed in a suit instituted after the 1st January, 1989. 
The intention of the legislature has been frustrated s]>ecially in view 
of the decision of the ITon'ble High ('ourt and their interpretation of 
proviso (tf) of sub-Recti<m (/) of section 8G of the Moih‘y-]cnders Act — 
page 45 of the ('abuitta Weekly Notes. Nowadays no relief can 'be 
given 8|HMdally in the re-opening of any decrc(' whatsoever. I only 
want that section 8G of the Money-lenders Act should be amended with 
a view to give effect to the intention of the legislature. This is a 
matter to which 1 want to draw the |X)inted attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister. It is impossible to argue a case before iiuMubers who do not 
understand it, 1 have got a copy of a draft Bill amending the Bengal 
Money-lenders Act with a view to give relief to debtor.s. I w'ant to 
place the draft l»efore the Hon’ble Minister who will understand what 
I mean. I feel very strongly that an amendment of section 36 of the 
Bengal Money-lenders Act is immediately necessary in order to give 
relief to poor i)ersons. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the ac'ceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Bs. 70, 11,990 under the bend “27 — .\dministration of 
Jiiatiee" 1 h‘ reduced by Bs. HH), The objec t of the motion is to raise 
a di.seiissimi on tlie (jiiestinn of the failure of (Tovernrnent to take 
effective steps in removing corruption from the law courts. ^ 

Sir, it is well-known that the members of this Hou.se have been 
crying themselves hoarse for the removal of corruption from the law 
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courts. The lawver ineuibers of the House ore well aware how oorrup* 
tion is increasinfr <iay by day in the law courts. Mr. I>hirt*ndra Nath 
Datta has remarked in passiiifr that this is one of the evils from which 
the litipant public is suft'erinj? and he has expressed the view that if 
the scale of pay oi mini>terial officers is increased, then perhu|)s there 
is every chance of tins evil being' eradicated. 1 do not exactly share 
this of his. Of course. 1 concede that this is one of the ways by 
which ('orruption can ))c removed. Sir. 1 think, it was Nawab 
Mufiharruif Hossaiii, the Judicial Minister of the previous (ioverii- 
ment. who suggested when there was an insistent demand in the 
House that the s( ale ol j>ay cl the ministerial otfieers should be enhanced 
that it could not Ik' <l(me nu the ground that they are having an addi- 
tional income from cthc? souncs. 1 think, the present Hon’ble 
Minister in charge td the Department is aware of this, Iweaiise lie was 
present irj the House when the honourable Nawab Musharruff llossain 
made such a statement. 1 think that sueh a statement is ridii-ulous on 
the part of any honourable member of the Oubinet. However, be that 
a.s it may. the tail remains that eoiruption is ranipuiit there. Now, 
what is the lemeds fm t heM- e\ ils!" The Ifon’ble Minister today might 
say that lie ha" |U"t taken over fh(‘ portfidio and it is not possible to 
remedy the^e evils ni .» da\ He might say as we un(i<ipat(* he will 
— that Ibmie wu" rmt built iii a day We do not say that Horne was 
built in a ilay. nor (b» we »*\pect it. but wbat 1 say is that tlh*re must 
be a U'ginning. a g<H‘d beginning, in finding out means as to how 
tlicM* eviK can be lemnvtMl Sir, 1 <bt not like to go into the details 
oi these eorniptiotiN a-* there is no Millieient time. As 1 said in the 
beginning, the lawvei" are (|uite aware that the eonditiori precedent 
filing a suit is ti* pav <*iic rupee to the peslikar and four annas to 
the clerk Sir, >ou will be "urjoised to hear what is the position today. 
Tlie poMtion to<la\ is that if the peslikar is u^iprouehed, partieularly 
in the Ali|)ore Couit with wbieb 1 am intimately connected, in connec- 
tion with filing a suit and is offered one rupee h(» refuses to ac(!epi it, 
saving “I am not a petty-fogg'ing lawyer silting under u banyan tree 
that 1 'vill ae<ept one rupee”. The.se peshkars are not satisfied with 
an offer ol one rupee even That is the position. Sir, if a Dominission 
is set up to eiujuire into these corrupt ions I will be in a ptrsition to 
prove that these peshkars who draw a salary of Hs. fid to lls. 80 or aay, 
Ks. 100, many ol them, have got as many as three or four double- 
storied bouses in Calcutta or in district towns while the judicial officers 
under whom they serve live in rented houses. These are open secrets, 
but I do not blame them alone; I would blame the judicial officers as 
well Irecause many of them, though not all of them, connive at these 
things. 

• Now, Sir, fwrme of my friends say what can these judicial officers 
do in the matter because they are already overworked: they have to 
hear rases, deliver judgments and do many other things, 'and so it is 
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not possible for them to give their attention to this direction. But 
what I feel is that unless and until there is proper supervision of this 
department by the judicial officers themselves, just as there is supervi- 
sion by officers in other departments of the Government, these corrup- 
tions (un and will never be removed. Sir, I am neither convinced 
that these judicial officers are so overworked that they cannot turn 
their attention to this direction. I know rather that these munsifs, 
these judges do not appear in court in time in most cases and even if 
they appear they sit in their chambers, talking: to their friends. I 
say this from my personal experience in a recent case in which I was 
called as a witness. I was asked t<» be pre-^ent at the court punctually 
at 11 o’clock. I was waiting* there from 11 o’chx'k but the Munsif 
did not turn up and the court was empty. It was only in the month 
of January last. After one hour it was whispered that the Munsif was 
there in his chamber. Then the honourable Munsif appeared in the 
court and began lo(»king at whatever files the peshkar was placing before 
him. It appeared that he was nobody, the ])es}ikar was all in all. 

Now, Sir, the TIon’ble Minister must know that if a j)erson has to 
file a p(*tition at 11 o’clock, that petition lias to be stamjied, hut unlesn 
two annas is given to the <h‘rk it cannot be stampe^, i>^ time, In the 
Alijmre (\)urt, even after stamping, it a pers<m fs late even by a 
minute and cannot file his petition bef<»r<* 11 o’clock, then an applica- 
tion has to be made to the peshkar exjilaining the ])osition. But if 
that person can give some tij> to the peslikar, then that jietition can 
be filed even after two hours. The Munsif sitting there encourages 
this sort of brilxuy and (‘orruption — I do not suggt‘st that he shares in 
this, 

1 ’hen, as regards the process-servers, it may be said that when these 
educated young men were taken in as such, they were invariably used 
as hazar-sarkar.’t of the Munsifs who used to give them 8 annas with a 
long list for making i)un*haH‘s in burf/r.v, and these process-servers used 
to say that unless they had some extra income how coiihl they purchase 
things worth two rupees with only eight annas given to them by the 
Munsif y That is a scandalous position continuing from 3 'ear to year 
and we in this House have been crying over this for the last twelve 
years. 1 hope the Ilon’ble Minister will take steps at least to remedy 
these evils. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 70,11,000 for expenditure under 
the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced by Ra. 100. 
This I do with a view to raising a discussion on the system of reenpt- 
ment to the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) from the candidates of the 
Sobeduled Castes. 
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Sir, to an unstarred question of the 15th February last the Hon ‘hie 
Judical Minister g*ave the n'ply that with referente t4> the Hengral 
Judicial Service, there were 24 candidates from the Sche<lule(l ('astes 
of whom only ten were called for interview by the Jbiblic Service 
Commission. We wvie further informed that only f<uir were n*com- 
mended by the Public Serviie Commission up t(^ tluit time. I to 
state that 


The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE S I may 

inform my friend that only two were recommended. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: oi the 21 candidates 1 do 
not know if every one of them is |)roperl\ (iiialitied; ju'rhaps the Hon’hle 
Judicial#Minister may know it. lint sc far as the ten selected ('andi- 
datos were concerned, they had the honour to ^;’et intervn*\\H r(M(‘ntly 
from the Ilon’ble Minister for which roir thanks an' du(* to him and 
they were uH (jualified men. I shall now tell you the fjUaliticationH 
of some of these men hut 1 clo not know wljcther those (jUiililicationH 
would Im* considered hy the lion ’hie Ministei as a(lc(|Uute lor tlie 
HMiuisite standalpd fi.verl for .sin h cuiididutc.s. I know of one (uiididute 
who, altliou^»‘}i he i*^ a fir-'l (dass in 11.!^ , was disjanlcd prohaldy because 
he had himself elected t(t a local lauly on a Coii^'H’hh ticket. Tin* 
claims «d anothei (andidalc were rejected simply hccaUHi* In* waK a 
political Misfx'ct. I suhinit, Sir, jMdilical consirlfTal ions should not 
starol in tlic way of a candidate aspirinp for a ( ioV(*rn7m'nt post, and 
that Con^'-nvss leanin^r'' should not la* < (*nsid<*rcd as a dis(nmlitie5jf idn 
now that we have two ('onj^e.ssincn in the Cabinet. I hope, canditiutes 
should not he dis(jualihed in tlii*^ wa\ only l>c< uusi* of their luddinjf 
any distinct p(ditical (tpinion if they arc otherwise (jualified. 

Now. Sir, our (‘hief <d)sta<de to the various services, is due to the 
obnoxious (.’ommunal Uatio liiiles that have In^en framed hy the 
Government. The whole thinjf should be revised. 

Sir. I refer to the Hen^^il Services Pecniitrnent (Communal Katio) 
Rules, 1940. The House will find how inequitable these rules are for 
the Scheduled Castes. I refer to rule 4 ( 1 ) whieh runs as follows: 
“Of all va<anrie« to be filled by direet rerruitmeut in any servie.e, 
department or office or branch of any service, department or office to 
whieh these rules apply, 50 [ler cent, shall, until parity is reached, 
be reserved for Muslims, and 50 per cent, for non-Muslims”. 

Again rule 7 ( 1 ) .says: “Of all vacancies to be filled by direct 
recruitment in any service, department or office, or branch of any 
♦service, department* or office to which these rules apply, 16 per cent, 
shall, if qualified candidates are available, be reserved for merobm 
of the Scheduled Caaies”. 
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Sir, it wilJ be seen that the clause **if qualified candidates are 
available** is not to be found in rule 4 (I). So, it comes to this that 
this condition applies only to the Scheduled Castes. This is creating 
a havoc and the concession that vcas allowed by Government to the 
members of the Scheduled (’astes has been taken away by this clause. 
For the sake of justice and fairness, this clause should be deleted at once. 

Sir, I do not for a moment request the Government to appoint 
unqualified men, but why should this condition be applied only to 
the case of Scheduled Castes and not to the case of other non-Scheduled 
Castes. This is very unjust and this clause should be deleted at an 
«arly date. 

Sir, I also draw the atlention of the House to the proviso to rule 
7 (1). It runs as follows: “Provided that the number of vacancies 
80 reserved shall not exceed 30 per cent, of the total number of vacancies 
to be filled by direct recruitment of mui-Muslims”. By this, again, the 
number (»f appointments for the Scheduled Castes cannot go beyond 
30 per cent. This is quite ineijuitablc. ('ertain jiercentages of 
vacancies have been reserved for us simply because we are backward. 
Now, if our candidates are qualified, wh\ should not they get more 
than 30 ])er cent. There is no reason for any reservaticm unless the\ 
are alhyu'ed to fill up all the vacancies if they are properly qualified. 

Then, Sir, 1 beg, further, to jmint out that the proviso to rule 

4 (1) 

(At this stage the meml>er reached the time-limit and resumed his 
seat.) 

Oft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, I lu‘g to move that the demand 
of Ks. 70, 11, (too for exjH'nditure under the head “27 — Administration 
of Justice” be reduced by Rs. l(K). The object of the motion is to 
raise a discussion about — 

(a) sejwration of the judiciary from the executive; 

(0) delay in disposal of cases by Magistrates and Deputy Magis- 
trates generally, and in Calcutta and Alipore in particular; 
and 

(c) abuse of justice by Magistrates. 

Sir, I hardly need any Jong speech to convince the ex-Principal of 
the Calcutta Fniversity liow College and a champion of law that there 
18 a necessity for separation of executive from judiciary in this province 
and in other parts of India. This is a cry that had gone forth for 
more than half a century now and I would not like to take the time of 
the House in adducing any further argument ia support of it. I 
iwould only draw attention to one or two examples that have led me 
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to emphasise this point, examples which I had (‘ollected during my 
experience as an inmate of the jail a few months ago. I shall only 
submit that some of the Hon’ble Ministers should also take similar 
lessons either in the jail or outside, because I do feel that it is very 
necessary for members of the legislature to be in c(»ntact with jail life 
to enable them to understand many tilings taking jiboe in the country 
which are c(»vered u]) by the officials and whiih are not ordinarily 
known to those in jiower and those in authority. The jail is really a 
place of much training and with all sincerity and einphasih 1 submit 
that tlie mcmluTS who want to serve the public pro|»4‘ily should at 
least vspend a few months in jail. 


Sir, while I was in llerhamjiore jail 1 disco\i‘risl tliat the Magis- 
trates and the Police consjiired to put people under deti-iition on \(‘ry 
many flimsy pleas which cannot be proved. J found one very old 
man named Dukil <letained and I had rwisons to fwl that ho was sincere 
in what he jirofessi'd. He was detained by the police of Jangijuir on 
a flimsy charge which could not be demon.''f nited or prov(‘d in court. 
The fellow once in his early days w’as clapped into jirison for an 
all(‘ged theft and wheiie\er there is any thell in tlo‘ locality within 
12 or Jo miles tlii.s man i.s dragg'ed fr<iin out ot his home umler some 
provisioiiH (»t law— I am not a lawyer myself but there are various 
section> of pievciitive or other measures under whndi piosons are taken 
away fiom tlieir homes and jdaeed uiubu* detention, t fn this parti- 
cular occasion this man was actually lying ill for 21 days with a very 
bad t\pe (»f pmoniKtiiia. 'I’be dralor certified to that effect and yet 
the man was dragged (jut when he was alnn>s< in his fleulh*h(*d, been use 
within f) or (i miles from liis Iioiiie there was a casi* of thell. He told 
the Magistrate that he was pru<tically in his death-hed and when lie 
was taken out of liis home there was practically no earthly chame of 
bis going out on any such mission of theft or hurglary at all. It 
occurn*d to me then that there was the urgency of separation of judi- 
ciary from executive. When the executive feels that tlie police hands 
must he strengthened to maintain .some kind of exciufive authority 
the judicial mind of the Magnlrate or the Sulidivisumal fHficer is 
blurred Iwcause of a feeling of executive tesiMmsihility for maintaining 
some kind of what they think to W order and peace. 

There was another instance. Sir, in which 1 found that u young 
l)oy, a very bnght-hmking Muslim In^y of alKiut 12 years 8 months, 
was convicted for rape and w'as given fJ months impriHonnicnf, The 
boy. so far as I remember, ladonged to the district of the ITon‘hle 
Chief Minister. The l)ov was in the Berharaporc Juvenile Jail and 
fttnongst the boys he was ver>' naughty and extremely tinmanageable and 
the Jail Superintendent had anxious time to put him under restraint 
I tried to find out why this feeling had developed from a talk with the 
A 
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boy, and with some humane and kindly treatment I really got the boy 
to be very nice afterwards and he began to take to his studies and 
began to be very well-behaved later on. Sir, I found that this 
brilliant boy was clapped in prison at the instance of an uncle of his 
when he and one of his cousins — uncle’s daughter — while playing in a 
ganleii did attempt to play some childish trick. This surely could be 
excused specially because the girl’.s age was 7 years and the boy’s age 
was about 12 years and 8 months only, yet the Magistrate convicted 
the boy of rape and sent him to prison for several mouths. 1 had 
also other instances amongst these juvenile prisoners ot such absurd 
cliaracter of punishment and 1 found that there were numerous cases of 
unduly heavy punishment inflicted for trivial offences. The Magis- 
trates do not seem to have in such cases applied any judicial mind at 
all, and althougli there is a provision to get periodical reviews of these 
cases made by certain^ authorities, this review has been nipre or less 
a fan'e. Hardly any revie^^’ is made, and the machinery of Govern- 
ment that has settled these revie^^s and the machinery that contemplates 
reviews being made jieriodically with a view to find out whether abuse 
is made (jr not — that machinery somehow does not properly function. 

While I came over to Alipore Central Jail, I found that numerous 
cases of under-trial prisoners were hanging on for mouths together. I 
shall give one example which will open your eyes. There was one 
Anglo-Indian under-trial prisoner detained for nearly a month and a 
half for having just brushed against a person while riding on a 
bicycle. This man was asked by the Court to produce satisfactory 

surety and he said that there was no injury ot any description that 

cxiuld maintain any criminal case and he failed to produce surety 
satisfactory to the Police. He merely knocked against a person on the 
streets ot Kidtlerpore and as a result the police accosted him. His 
main fault was that he had exchanj’ed strong words with the police. 
That was all his offence and, therefore, the police wanted to give him 
a teaching and the police took him to th«‘ thana and when the Magis- 
trate wanted to give him a surety the poliee objected and as the police 
objected, the Magistrate thought that he was helpless. Therefore, the 
mail had to be detained for about six weeks in the prison and after- 

w'ards he wuis given a punishment of fine of about Rs. 15 or so — no 

imprisonment. The man was prepared to pay tlie fine even on the 
first day in court and yet the police so inannged things tliat lie had to 
be detained in prison. 

Sir, I know of another injitance in which a student name<l Sukur 
Ahmed was arrested within the jurisdiction of Barrackpore. For eight 
long months he was kept as an under-trial prisoner and thereafter his 
convictioTi was only till the tiaing of the Court, heeause the Court 
found that there was no offence committed, and day after day when 
th^case was brought before the Court, the police said: *‘My evidence 
is not ready. Remand him to custody”. In this way. Sir, people are 
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harassed, money is spent, the jails are filled up, and the Majristrates 
do not do their duties properly. 

If you ihroufrh the reftud.s of the AlijK)re (Vntral dail, you will 
find neaily SOO j)ri>oners out oi ‘J. ()()() are cornel lni<'^ eolleeted as under- 
trial prisoners and these under-trial pii^juiers are spread over from 
the Alipure Court and ollou (’ahiitta eourts. The .Magistrates do not 
dispose of the <*ases f|Uiekl\ and judiciously, aiul tin* police d»> not 
think t\\i('e before tlu‘v pray to the Ma^n’strales I<m lurtlicr icinand, 
and tills leniandin;.' on and on for <‘tcniity \^ltl)llul aMvlMuly taking- 
rt'sjionsiliility. I had a talk with the Siipei inteiidcnt ot ihe dail ahoul 
this and lie said : ‘ Thevt* peoph* not onl\ mean tioiihlc In us hut also 

iiuTeased expenditure to (lovernmmit ”, and the Sup«*nn1emN‘iit of dail 
assured me that althoufrh he made a representation foi (piick disposal 
of eases, jet somethiiin- or (Uher stood in tin* way and the cases could 
not h(‘ disposed (d. (jovernmmit do not seem to take ftny action in 
the matter. 

1 found another instance in which a man who stidc* one haudi of 
toddy was detained foi days, (hie hanJi of toddy cost him 42 days 
of under-trial detention, and thereafter he ^^ot a punishment of about 
Ils. f) by way of fine. Num(*rou.s‘.such cases can be cited. (Mr. 
Cii.aM)r.\ Ro’i : Was he corrected f) Sir, ni\ honourable friend 
Mr. Churn (diandra Roy has raised a very important sociological 
({uestion whether the man was corrected. I am afraid that (he.se actions 
of (lovernment make (hem confirmeii criminal when tlic> had no inten- 
tion of bein^ criminal. Those who liad honest intentions of servinj; (he 
Boeiety become hurdi ned criinmals, becau‘‘e of the treatment that thf*v 
continually ^n*t tiom (bnernment and its officials, and I submit, Sir, 
that these abuses (pf justice, these failures ol ,M a ^..nst rate's and the poliia* 
to havt aiiN humane eputhxpk in tlo* treatment of human la-in^s lead 
to ^fr^ater ilaii^rer to the >»ocjety lhan prohahly wfiat the criniimils them- 
selve.s coubl create. I submit, theiefore, that lliere should be some 
measure some machinery to inv<*sti^ate int<i llo'se thin^Ji’H Tiie wor.st of 
it is that when fiersoris in jaihs— however wadl-jiieanin^ they may be — 
brinjr or seek to brin^ nmttens to the notice of (Govern merit, Government 
do not even tre^it those requests with the slightest conHid(‘nition that 
they deserve. Letters addressed to the (’hief Minister are held up by the 
department. The In.spector-fteneral of Priwms hims^df —I will demon- 
strate it in the courfM* of discussion of the Jails ([iiestion — U not free 
from criminal intentions. Some of hi" officials are deliia^ratelN— 1 can 
prove it to the hilt — take Government money in their own pockets and 
for personal use, to which they are not entitled. On flimsy grounds 
they hold up tH*titi(ms of priswiners and the whole administration Wfems 
rest on the men, the humblest in the rank, namely, the warders, the 
police and the pfilice waUhers. I submit, Sir, that the Judicial 
Minister should see that justice is properly meted out. 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh) ; Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, as you have kindly allowed me a short time to speak on the 
Administration of Justice, I like to make some observations only with 
regard to the i)oli(‘y of Government in appointments of Honorary 
Magistrates. This is a policy which should at once be discontinued. 
JIom)rarv Magistrates are appointed not for the administration of 
justice but for })atroniKing the ‘'johukvms'\ Generally, a person 
having sufHcient money at liis disposal to entertain high officials 
conctirned, in every jjossible way and having no worth whatsoever, is 
appointed Honorary Magistrate. (Maulvi Anu ITossatn Sakkar : 
When did you kiHjw it)^) All along. In a]>j)ointinent of Honorary 
Magistrate's it is not considered whether the gentleman concerned is 
duly (lualified (jr enjoys the confidence of the public in general. In 
most cases e\esor<*s of society are app(»inted as Honorary Magistrates 
to administor^justice. On tlie other hand we see there is tire existing 
policy of ( lovernimm I to n'cruit oiiicers of be>t jKissjhle (jualific^ition liy 
comp«‘titi\e examination tor the admini''tration of justict*. Is not the 
policy in appointments of Honorar\ Magistrates {(uit(‘ contrary to this 
principle!'' The policy of Government to constitute the judicial 
machinery by appointing, on the one hand, the liest dowers of our 
universities by means of competitive examinations and selecting, on the 
oth(‘r, a class of worthless jieople, under tlu- high-sounding appellation 
of Honorary Magistrates, seems to me to he utterly nonsensical. This 
obnoxious practice came into vogue during the days ot bureaucracy. 
Such a system is totally unsuitable to the present conditions, beiause 
now the Ministers are responsible to the peojde. Government have 
got no right to do anything which is prejudicial to the public interest. 
I like to inform this House how justice is going to be administered in 
my ])lace. There is a criminal couit at Sherjuir which was formerly 
presided over by some Honorary Magistrates belonging to a single 
zamindar family of the locality. 

One or two instances regarding the attitude of the.se Honorary 
^Magistrates will be Nutficient for this Homw? to judge how oppressive 
these geiitlemeu were. They were in the habit of keeping witnesses 
under waist-deep water and sometimes drenching the witnesses under 
the flow' of tubewells even in winter season a«d putting them in hujat 
till they were compelled to agree to depose in favour of any particular 
party in which these Honorary Magistrates were interested. Sir, you 
will he astonished to hear that these zemindar Honorary Magistrates 
were in the habit of addressing the lawyers as ** in open 

court, not to speak of other respectable ^members of the public. 
Owing to ill Inffiaviour and owing to the misuse of their power for 
their private ends in all jiossible ways, agitation was started by both 
Hii\dus and Mussalnian.s as far hack as the year 1927. But the then 
bureaucratic Government did not take any step against them. Series 
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of representations were also sent to the last Government which on 
proper enquiry removed almost all the zemindar Honorary Ma^Mst rates. 
By way of compromise only one gentleman of tli(‘ name of Rai Bahadur 
S. M. Chaudhury, the most learned of that family, was allowf-d to 
continue to work. Jiiit unfortunately when the present (h>v«‘rnment 
has come into power, in utter defiance of the hitrh af,n“lati<»n and series 
of representations, one of those Honorary Ma^nstruti's. Bahu Harish 
Chandra Chowdhurv, wIh) wa‘^ emisidcreil jpiite undesii uhh' and rrnw»\ed 
by the last (ioverinni'nt, has been re-instated oiiIn berause In* is a 
zemindar b\ birth Kx(‘ept this there can be im other reas(Mi (d‘ bis 
re-ap])ointnient . Public for vaiious reasons which 1 do not like to 
exj)ress here, have lost every confideiwe in him. By this n'-appointnicnt 
the feelin^r of tlie f)ublic sjiecially the Mussaimans lias b(‘en poisoned to 
such an extent that if within a sliort time this r»*-appointinenf be not 
laincelb'd.* there is everv likelihood of jiractical dmnonst rat ion of 
communal dishariiioriy. This is a place* where I'oniniiinal ill-le'(*lin^' 
did nev(*r (*xist in the past. As soon as this (i«)v<‘rnment has ceiinc into 
jiower the* poison has be<*n carrie<l tfiere to disturb the communal 
harmony. My honourable friends coming'- from m\ sulxlivisicm may 
take notice of the fact that with <'\es open mdioily will be* in a positiein 
to have confide‘nce in^ tb.;m. Ibert icularly I ask m> frie*nel« 

Mr. (jya.suddin Ahmed and Mr Cliaru Chandra Bov comin^^ from my 

district and support in^r the jire-seoit t fove*rnme*nt to rise* and de*clare 
here* and now* their uttitmb* and eqiinion as to tin* re*-appointment of 
Bahu Harischandra (diowelhury as Hnnorarv Ma^dstrate* of Shi*rpur 
Court, and whether the* (lovernment is justifie'il in re*apj)oint injjf this 
gentleman. If they canneet justify then we shoulel like te> know 

(At this stage, the led li^'ht was on ) 

Sir^ may I have a minute* morey 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER Yes 

Mr. FAZLUR RAH|AAN: wITat steps lbe*v are g<iing to take 

for the* reiiHival of this g^jitlernari from edhee*. As ten the pe'opb* I 

can say thev did ne-ve-r cxjMTt such re*apjwnnt nM‘nt und<*r the lianels (if 

the Hon’lib* the* Judie ial Ministi i lotw lu e liarge* who is HUp]»e»s(Ml to 
entertain re*s]>ee t lor jiojmiar opinmn. I appe-al to him to reeonsider 
the case as early as^jiossihh*. P<*oph* are awaiting the* ariswefr freon 
him regarding this questhun. I helieve ihe fW‘ople will deciele the*ir line 
of action on re-cipt of his answer. If tliere lie any doubt r<’;;arditig 
my .statement, I invite* the Hon’ble Judicial Minister to have an 
immediate encjuiry personally into the matter and I a.sk him not to 
de])end upon the reporU only. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EICHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
want to avail myself of this opportunity to say a few words upon the 
question that has been raised by Dr. Sanyal regarding the separation 
of the judiciary from the executive. I propose to speak as a humble 
lawyer. My friend Dr. Sanyal has said that be is not a lawyer. It is 
lucky that he is not. Otherwise, he would have exhausted all the 
points and there would have been nothing for us to speak upon. 

Speaking as a huml)le lawyer, may I remind the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department that when he was called upon to 
assume office in this particular Department, high hojies were raised in 
Hengal particularly in the minds of the hawyers and the litigant public. 
Sir, the question of separation of judiciary from the executive is a 
pretty (dd one, hut it is to he extremely regretted that nftne of the 
provincial Governments in India has yet been able to take up the matter 
in all seriousness and it is a pity that substantial progress in this line 
lias not been achieved anyw'here. (Dr. Nalinaksh^ Sany.al: What 
about Sind P ) It has been taken uj) in Sind. 1 hope that Sind will 
not he tlie only pr(»vince that will make progress in tliis matter. It 
will lie a matter tor pride if this pnivince ah?o could take it up as Sind 
has done. Sir, llie old slogan that tlie prosecutor and the .]udge should 
not he ndled into one is there and there i^ tlie old argument that a 
criminal Judge and a Magistrate who ls also the executive head cannot 
h(dd th e scales even between parties, particularly when the police is one 
of them. Sir, the original objections have now gathered strength by 
the addition oi new objc'ctions. For exanijile, to-day what is the 
position P Go to the court of a Subdivisional Magistrate and you will 
find that there are tw<> parties before him. I do not want tf> pass any 
stricture upon the (JoM'rnment . 1 expect the llon'lile MinistcT to take 

note of what 1 sa\ . Fhe .^ubdiA i'^ional Magistrate or, for tlie matter 
of that, the District Magistrate h.i> two ]»arties ajipearing Indore him 
who are not merel\ two parties to a case but are two potential war 
contributors The case is dragged on trom day to day, not becau.se 
tile Magistrat(‘ has no time to take it up but liei'au.se in the meantime 
the agents of the executive will go on runni^ijjg and tr\ing to squeeze 
out a substantial war contribution from the^ parties, (Dr. N.alinak.sha 
Sanyai. : Hear, hear.^ Although we on tliis side have got our peculiar 
ideas about contributions to the war fund, w’e do not like to stand in 
the way of anybody making contributions to the war fund. What is 
to be regretted is that District Magistrates or their agents should 
extort money from people wha have the ill luck to appear before them. 
Justice must l>e administered without passion or prejudice. Justice 
must be administered without any obligation. To-day even the best 
of Magistrates cannot divorce himself or cannot extricate himself from 
the war complex of the day. I shall give one example to my Minister. 
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It is well-known that under the Money-lenders Act. Sub-Re^^isirars 
are appointed and do you know what is l>ein^r done by tlieinJ' They 
are issuing notiee.s to jmrties who were originally money-lenders : 
“Since you are caiT\ing on trade a.s mone\ -lender without a licence, 
5^ou must show cause wli\ you should not be prosecuted' I tell you 
as a humble lawyer that a Sub-Registrar lias no right to issue a noti(’e 
like that, but he is not merely a Suh-Re>ii-.trar ; 1 h» is also a Suhdivi- 
sional Officer vested with judicial po\\ers He is cNphutiiig his p(»sitiv>n 
in order to squeeze out monev iroin the parlies. As a inatlfM of fact. 
I appeared before a court and 1 challenged the authoiii\ ol the officer 
to issue such a notice It theic he an> juuson <'ari>ing on the traile of 
money-lending ^uthout a lic(‘nce that is a nintlei o! ou^ht to he a 
matter for the civil court, (hi tin* matter <‘omnig helore a ci\il court, 
it is for the civil court to decide whethei it is a c(»iiini<‘ricul loan or not. 
It is to the civil court that such a ri;^ht has hiM'ii ;:iven, As Sub- 
Registrar he is not vested with judicial ]>o\\ers, l>ut as Suhdi vismiial 
Officer he is vested with jududal powers. He want*, to take advantage 
of his position and draw (»ut wai contnhulnms from these pooi hdlows 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; The fact was hrou^dii to the mUice 
of Government man} times lietore but no actiim lias been taken 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKAR 8ANYAL: 1 assuie \ou that m\ Minister 
iij aware of what is iadug done. It is w’cll ktioun that a }>aTt\ caityiiig 
on trade is usual!} taken into flie Ghamla'i cd the Siilxlix jsional Magis- 
trate who says, "W’ell, nothing will he dmie it \oii »jo )ia\ something 
to the war lund" I'lns, I submit. Sit, js :d) nonsense Then a^’ain, 
iiotiees are issued to pei^oijs toi taking; out licence', hut heiore they 
are gi^n these licences ihe\ lia\«* pot to pa\ some inone\ as surcharge 
to tlie war tund. In the matter oj Debt (onciliainm Hoards these 
Suhditisional Otiic(*rs ar(‘ xestml with authoiii\ to hear apjieals. To 
the IJon’hle Minister who is tin* l‘nnci|»al <d the rii]\eisil\ laiw 
College and practising law\ei and t<f m\ (dd teaclo-r I w<iiihl sa\ that 
this power of heating debt conciliation apiwals niust he forthwith taken 
aw’ay from the Suhdivisiojial (Mlicers ami gI^en to .Munsits. hor these 
Suhdivisional Officers, Sir, I have great respect, at lea.st for some of 
them, but as rAigards civil matters tliev are doing injustice to tliosc^ who 
expect them to do justice on lhes<‘ jaiiuts. In the matter of liearing 
appeals in criminal ca.ses I would ask my Mini.stei to consider the 
.question of investing the Assistant .Sessions Judges with powers to 
bear appeals from conviction ]»as.sed by the Hoards. I'hi.s is a very 
important question, Sir. Hitherto the JUisfrii t Magisl rates have been 
bearing appeals. The District Magistrates while they are overhiirdened 
ifitb all sorts of work cannot do justice to these cases: the> can, as a 
matter of fact, hear an ap}H*aI for fifteen minutes only and then after 
tbree montba deliver bis judgment 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. The 
honourable member has been using an expression which I consider as 
wrong. He calls a certain Minister as “my Minister”. This, Sir, is 
the privilege of His Majesty or a representative of His Majesty. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I accept this point of order, 
Sir, and I stand corrected. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, his acceptance does not 
matter mindi. I would submit to you that no member can address a 
Minister us his Minister. 1 want your ruling that no memlier should 
call any Minister as “my Minister”. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: He should not use that expression. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: ( annot he address the Ministei 
as “our Minister”!'^ 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes. he can do that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Thank you, Sir. The point 
at issue is not whether our Ministers are their Minister'^ and their 
Ministers our Ministers. It is whether the SulMlivisional Officers should 
have the power to hear appeals, d'he Assistant Sessions .fudges and 
tlie ('ivil Court Munsifs have very little work to do nowadays lly 
investing the Munsifs with power to h(*ar <leht .settlement c'ases and the 
Assistant Ses.sions Judges with power to hear app(*als real justice will 
he administered. And then the High Court as the head of the Judiciary 
in Hengal ought to he given a hand in the matter. To our K^cutive 
who are ordinarily full> concenieil with all party politics aiul dirty 
politics of the district it is not safe to entru'-t lliese things and we can 
also remedy tlie delay in the matter hy giving this work to the Judiciary. 
Then tliere is one other aspect <»f tlie whole (juestion. You know, Sir, 
that on aiM'ount of the vicarious propaganda and rural reconstruction 
work our KxeiMitive Oflii'crs' hands are full. Why then hiirden them 
with more work^ ddun are human beings and the\ cannot do more 
than they are expect<Ml to do. They have to do oiit(i««r work, they 
have to do rural recoustiuctiim wt>rk. the\ have to settle commur.al 
disjuites and have also to gt) out f<»r allaxing panic in tlie minds of the 
public' if there ]»e any. In this wa\ their hands ami heads are too much 
full. On the other hand Munsifs and Assistant Se.ssioiis Judges have 
less work t<^ do and it would be a good adjustment and it would also 
ensure the solution of this vexed problem and would at the same time 
add to the efficiency of magisterial officers if they are relieved of 
judicial work and of meeting vexatious and engrossing arguments of 
lawyers. I hope our Minister will consider these matters from a 
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practical point of view and it will be a matter of pride for us if 'we 
find that our Minister has been able to separate the Executive from the 
Judiciary at least in this field which miprht be followed by Ministers in 
other provinces. 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I am glad 
that my friend, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dal (a, has brought iii a motion to 
point out the desired amendment of the llengal Monev-lemlers’ Act, 
1940. Everybody is now aware that this Act has been practically set 
at naught by the decision of the High ('ourt, and unless it is amended 
further, it will remain practically inofierative. 1 will give you just one 
instance as to how the Act is now dead. When we framed th(‘ defini- 
tion of "suits” to which this Act applies, we diviiled it into three parts. 
The first part related to suits that are instituted after a (W‘rtain date; 
the secoi/il jiart t(t all pending suits ami the third part to suits when 
the tle( ree is in the course of execution. These are the three stages at 
wdiich we thought a suit could exist, d’he first ]H)int says tliat after a 
certain numlx'r of da\ ^ a ^nit is to be instituted; tlie second point 
relates to the pending sun and a pemiing suit does not mean anything 
other tliau one in the mnldle stage, that is, one in which a decree has 
been pas.sed but not ])aid olf. That is the stage which is now not 
being understood by the Ilon’ble the High (’ourt. The HonTile the 
High ( ourt shoubl have* read tb<* rules and rulings of (lie (’bam'ery 
Court which r«uill\ will give them the idea as to what w<‘ meant by the 
words "pending suits”. This was not known to the High Court, and 
the\ cannot blame the framers of the Act. The framers of the Act, 
knew what "pending suit” meant. 1 would, therefore, now ask my 
friend the Minister in charge to bring in an amending Hill explaining 
the meaning of the vvonls “pemling suit”, ami get the Act animided 
accordingly. I cannot umler.staml wloit is imuint b\ the Ilon’ble the 
High ('ourt when it says that a suit to whiidi this Act ajiplies meana 
a suit in^titutiMl aft(‘r a certain number of days and also a suit 
or a decree whi<di i>i in the cour.se of execution; but is there 
no middle “tage between these two?* A decrt‘e is ]>assed ami a 
certain time is given to the judgmenf-deblf>r to |>ay of) t/<e debt 
ami the Court has t(» sif down tight and to r'<ord all llie pay- 
niefits that , 4 ire made dining this time. ^Ihis is the lime when 
the Miit !*■ k«'pt pending and thi^ is the stage when the suit 
is underslfiod to be a pending suit. It the High Court does m»t. 
understand it it is thmr fault ; it is not the fault of the framers of the 
Act. We are picrfectlv .sure that they will understaml it ami deal 
with it exactly a.s w'e intemb»<] when training the Art. Now*, if they 
hate not understood it, it is the duty of liie Hon ble Minister in charge 
to make it clear and to bring in a Hill just for the purpose of explaining 
the matter and nothing else. This is not a controversial affair which 
canpot be brought here. IjoU of Bills have been introduced and passed 
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which are really objectionable. Then why can’t Government bring in 
ju8t a Bill to explain what they really meant by the words “pending 
suit”. This is not very difficult for the Minister to bring and get 
pas.spfl, because the Congress Party wants it and the Opposition wants 
it ; we also w'ant it and everybody wants it. Why should it not then 
be pas.sed 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I am very grateful to the House for the debate this 
morning wliieh lias been carried on in a dispa.ssionate manner as a 
debate relating to tlie topic of administration of justice in this province 
should be carried on. 

J shall first of all deal with the cut motion moved by m\ honourable 
friend Mr. Serajul Islam. He referred to the closing of the High 
Court during the Jtiinnm prayers on Fridays, lie referred to the rules 
w’hich govern the courts sulKirdinate to the High Court in this matter. 
1 am myseli fully cognisant of the Muslim feeling on this (jue.stion and 
I do not take my stand this morning on section ””'1 of the (iovernment 
of India Act. There was a debate in the other House, but according 
to strict jiurliamentary conventhms I will not refer to the nature of the 
<lebate, and the proceedings of tlie disciissiiui have been ordered to be 
forwarded to flu* Hon’ble the Chi«‘f .lu.stice with the lecpiest that the 
matt(‘r might engage the attention of the Hoii’ble High Court. That is 
tlie utmost that this Ministry can do. 

May I r<‘fer th(‘ House to section of the (Toverninent of India 
Act. It reads: 

"Subject to the provisions of this Part of this Act. to the provisions 
of an\ (Irder in (’ouncil made under this or an\ olhtw Act ami to the 
provisions of an\ Act of the appropriate Cegislatuie (uiacted by viitue 
of jiowers conferred on that Legislature b\ this Act. the jurisdictii.n 
of. and the law administ»‘red in. any existing High Court, and the 
respective iioweis of tln‘ judges iheieot in lelation to the administrati«)n 
of justice in the court, including an\ powei 1(» make rules of court 
and to regulate the sittings of the court and of members thereof sitting 
alone or in division courts, sliall be the same as immediately before 
the commencement of Part III of this Act.” 

Not withstamling this legal limitation we have also decided that 
the ilon’ble Chief Minister should interview the Hon’ble (’hief Justice 
on this question. Sir, 1 will not refer um to section 37 of the Letters 
Patent of I8()7 with regard to this question. 

Next 1 come to the cut motion of my honourable friend 
Mr. Dhireudru Nath Datla. Mr. Dalta made many constructive 
fiuggestions and has handed over to me a copy of the proposed draft dt 
certain alterations in the Money-lenders Act, 1942. He agrees with 
the Government that during these times of stress and storm through 
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which we have been passing it may not be possible to bring forward 
controversial legislation. I am deeply grateful to him for the construc- 
tive suggestions he made and I shall give those suggestions my most 
earnest considera t ion . 

Mr. Datta referred first of all to the question of an atmospiierc of 
unreality. With that proposition of fact 1 hope evcr\ member of the 
Hou.se will agree. The danger has come so near; the time lias come 
w^hen we must harness all our elforis to the cause of resisting this great 
menace and this great danger to the tramiuillity, peace and security 
of m\ country. Mr. Deputy SjHuiker, Sir, m\ honourabh* fruunl 
Mr. Datta i> still \vc{l(b‘il to tlie old system of recruitment (»f Munsifs 
alter they had had iiaining at the bar for a peiitxl ot d \ears. Sir, 1 
am ohl emuigh to agree with that proposition hut the niattei doi’s not 
re.st entirely with tin* Ministry. Tnder tlie ( loxmnnient oi India .\ct 
again tht^ rules tor km i uilment of the niemhers of thi‘ l‘i>)vincial 
Judicial Service had been liano'd b\ m\ j)red(‘cessor in otlice in consulta- 
tion with the Ilon’hh' High Court and umler rule 7 of tlie Heciuit- 
ment Rules ot tlo' Ib’oxiioial .(udi(‘ial Service both the aspm'ts of the 
question have certaiiilv receivial recognition, but not th<‘ (juestjoii of 
the jieriodicity (*f tlie (‘Xjierience at the Rar 

Sir. iM> hoiioiiiable tiiend reicned lo another (ine''lion. tlu* (|Ucstion 
of the recruitment of Di^iiict and Si'ssioii'* .Imlges. that i^ to say. ]U'o- 
motion trom tlo' rank oi Suboidinatt* .[mlg4‘s, and he also reierred to 
the (juestion of tlo* e\t(‘nsion ot the jurisdiction ot the .\ssistant 
Sessions Judg<‘^ With rcfcu-ence to the first point it ma\ he recalhnl 
usctull\ hei<‘ that under tlie pohc\ followed hy oiii piedceessor in 
ofhee. a j>olic\ which lias been continu(‘d b\ im*, certain Muiisils In the 
]»rovinc(‘ bav(* iaaui invested with magisterial powers so that when ibe 
da\’ comes and on ajqooved M*rvi< e these Muiisifs with magisteiial 
[Hiwers may probabls find tbemseUes more suitable for the disi bargee 
of their duties as Scs'.ions dudge". Tliai is of couise a sub|eil which 
neccssaiilj must he of a limitc<l <‘\ jkm imcntal nHM-uic but l!)al i‘\pcn- 
ment nia,\ perhaps bf* I'xtcndcd. 

M\ bonouiablc fiicnd then refcired to the anoMidmenl ol tlic Court 
bees Act. Jhc f ourl bees Act is tlie greatest rnilch cow in tiiii 
province*. It is u milch cow which has its ambit and which has it.s 
orbit greater than the cow of ancient hg.vjit. The Court Act wars 

amended, not bv this (ioxernment but by our predec(‘ssors in office, at 
least 40 time.s in the course of less than 4fl years. Rut, Sir, if the 
recommendalioiis of the Floud (hniirnissioii with reference to the land 
revenue sy.stem of this province have to be accepteil, 1 sujipose the 
Court Fees Act once more may have to be amended. 

* Sir, my honouralde friend referred to the question of the high pay 
of judicial officers and the low” pay of ministerial officers. The judicial 
officers of the Bengal Civil Service have suffered retrenchment during 
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the last 20 years to an appreciable extent. My honourable friend knows 
that the maximum grade — selection grade — for the Subordinate Judges 
in this province used to be lis. 1,250; that has now been cut down to 
Rh. 750. The salary of the Munsifs used to be in the past Rs. 275 — 
350 — 50/2 — 700. The revised scale is much less liberal and now they 
start on Its. 175; they go up to Rs. 250 and after having reached that 
stage th<‘y go up to Rs. 000 by a biennial increment of Rs. 50, with an 
efficiency bar at Rs. 400. 

The Retrenchment (5)mmittee did consider this (jiiestion and tlie 
position is tliat tlie sanctioned cadre lias now ])een reduced and owing 
to tlie ac(!ej)tance of tlie recommendation.^ of the Retrenchment (’oin- 
mittee there has been a saving to the extent of R.s. 5,72,050 and 
corres])ondingly there has been increased r<*veniie to the extent of 
Rs. 2f),000 and odd. Sir, 1 do not for ont^ moment contend that 
retrenchment in ])ublic services is not po.ssible, but there must be 
retrenchment consistent with efficiency and this is a point wliich should 
naturally be liefore tlie eyes of any Judicial Minister in this jiroviiice. 

My honourable friend Mr. Datta and my honourable friend Mr. P. 
Bunerji — they both refmred to the corruption in the jiublic services. 
That is an abuse which is as old as tlie «*ternal liill.s in this unfortunate 
country, ami the greatest and the ileepest tragedy here is that accord- 
ing to the universal cons(*nsus of opinion this corruption is limited to 
those sjiheres when* people expect nothing but integrity, nothing but 
rectitude, nothing but justice. One ol the efficient administrators in 
this province has made a rough calculation, and according to his calcula- 
tion roughly a sum of Hs. 3(1 lakhs enters tlie pockets of those gentle- 
men wlio ndy iipiui siij>plementary ineome. Statistics is not 
always right and 1 do not know whether the figures collected hy thi« 
official are right, hut there is no iloubt ^^hatever that hriberv is rampant, 
that eorruplion does e\i>t in certain courts of law. But, Sir, what is 
the remedy 'fhe rcmed\ ma\ sometimes he woise than the disease. 
The ]>ast Oovernment of Bihar apfMiiiiied a (onimittt^e under the chair- 
manshi]) of Mr. S\ed .Vbdul Aziz; that committee could imt function. 
But the remedy must neces.sjirilx he the awakening of public coiiscionce, 
and public consi'ience in this matter mtisi not merely be restricted to 
the coiiscienci' «)f tlu' litigants, the convcionce ol members of the legal 
jirofession and ibe ( onsciemM* (»f tbe dndges but tlie i‘onscionce of the 
people tlirougbniil tlie length and breadth of this jirovince. If pablic 
conscience is aroused and the public make up their minds that they will 
not tolerate this hrihery then this bribery and this ctirruption are bound 
to come to a»i end. We have no lack <»f circulars. Tbe criminal law 
on tlie point is sj>erific, definite and extensive, but neither the circular.^ 
nor the criminal law of the country can check this unfortunate tendency 
towards corruption and bribery. The whole thing depends upon the 
mentality of our people and their conscience must be aroused in this 
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I can ^ive this assurance that if any specific case of bribery 
and corruption is brouj?ht to my notice, then I* shall certainly not adopt 
the languajre of one of my friends. I shall not suffer from myopia. 
It is true that we sometimes suffer from cataract, but in this matter 
the cataract will under^;o a succes>ful operation. (Oie.s of “Hear, 
hear” from the Coalition benches, i 

Sir, the next question which has been rai.sed by m> honourable 
friend Mr. Datta is the question of recordin^^ evideiu'e in Beiij^ali and 
of recordinjr jud^finents in Bengali. I cannot claim with him tlie 
experience of dO years; mine is four year.s Ic.ss. But 1 agree entireh 
with him that in some cases it is diliicult for us who have not to their 
credit the English language as the language of their motln*rs to give 
explicit expression ol thought in that language, and it tin* Steno- 
graphers Bill comes into existence a jiart of his claim ma\ p(*rhaps be 
satisfied. * The ijuestion of delivering judg-ments in the Bengaji 
language is a (juestion which is of lar-reaching implicaticui. .M\ 
honourable tri<‘nd knows fully well that aft(‘r the establislmicnt of the 
Siiju'cme ( ourt in l(»d down to tin* tinn* ot Loid W illiam B(*ntinck in 
JS2!t I’ersian us(*(} to b<* tlie (‘ourt language of tin* j»rc»\ince and if you 
just seaich the {iichnes of the Hoirble High Court, \<ui will find that 
British dudgcs delivert'd judgments in the lh*rsian l,inguag«* for the 
long stretch of \ears betw(*en 17(Sd and 1<S‘J!). I do not sa> that there 
is 110 possibilit\ . but (he possihilit\ is one which must b(* viewe«l with 
equanimit\ by all thos(‘ wljo art* int(*rcsted in (he development of 
Bengali us our national language. 

Mr. Deputy Speakei m\ honourable friend Mr. Datta drew^ my 
attention as my honourabh* fnend Nawah Mnshairuff Ilossam referred 
to certain a.spects of the Bengal Mone> -lenders Act Sir, it is jierfectly 
tru<* that the ilon’hle High (duirt was called iifmii to interpret tin* Act, 
and in the judicial jiiocess ot inlerj>retation the Hoii’hle High (a»urt 
ha.s come to certain (‘onclusions. During m\ short j»eriod of office, I 
have succeeded in analy.sing the decisions ot the Hon’ble High (hmrt 
on this very important piece of legi.slation, ami when they liave been 
collated and collected I propose that (iovcrnnicnl should undertake 
legislation, so that the Money-lenders Act may pniperly function. I 
do not ]>ropo.se to relegate the Money-lenders Act to the limbo of 
oblivion. 

The next point is tin* (pjestion raised by my honourable friend Kai 
Sahib Anukul {’handra Das. He referred to rule 7 of the Communal 
Ratio Rule.s w'ith refereme to the appointment of memhers of the 
scheduled caste communitie.s to the Provincial Judicial Service. Rule 
7 of the Communal Batin Htiles ih to the following effect: ‘‘Fifteen 
7>er cent, of the total numl>er recruitments nhould be reserved for 
members of the scheduled castes, provided qualified candidates are 
available.” (Dr, N'au>aksha S».v^ u.: '6‘CT v^wtl srjiSrcit ^ I) 
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(Lau^fhter. ) The proviso imposes a limitation on the acceptance of the 
principle that because a member is a member of the scheduled castes 
community, therefore he should have reservation. My honourable 
friend Mr. Barma sitting? to my right has this point of view ever in his 
mind and he is having a discussion with his colleagues as tf> how far 
and to wliat extent the legitimate rights <d tin* scheduled caste (‘om- 
munities with reference to this matter might receive recognition by 
(loverniiient. My honourable friend referred me to the recruitment of 
members ot the Judicial Service this year. This \ear the (Jovernment 
will make dS ai)poiiitmeiit.H. Under the Uommunal Ratio Rules, the 
scheduled caste community, with the restriction imp(>se(l l)y the Com- 
munal Ratio Rules, is entitled to d:7 appointments. Unless a man is 
vivisected, it is either five or six. That is a matter which has been 
engaging my attention. 

(At this stage the llon’ble Minister reached his time-limit but was 
allowed to continue for five minutes more.) 

Sir, it is perfectly Irtie that I took couragi' in both hands t(>r the 
purpose of int(‘rviewinji the ten candidates who were aUo interviewed 
by the J^ihlic Service (hunmission. My honourable friend does not, I 
presunn*, expect me to disclose the results of my interview, especially 
because the Public Service Commission is a statutory body having 
statutory obligations and is supposed to be above and be\on(l the domain 
of party jailitics. 

1 shall now conn* to a very important (]uestion wlii(‘h has been raised 
by Hiy honourabb* friend. Dr. Naliiiaksha Sanyal, and Mr. Sansanka 
Sekhar Sanyul. Sir. when the two cousins meet we have a confluence 
of the (iangcs and the Jumna at Pruyag. Un this question tliey have 
met and tliey have met lieeause the ijuestion is as eternal as the two 
rivers. The question has been raised in the press and on tlie platform 
for more than 75 years. The Criminal Procedure Code of 1872 effected 
this union between the executive and the judiciar\ . Probably up to 
that date, the union was not so complete and since 1872 the public has 
raised the cry of separatimi between the judiciary and the executive. 
This is a matter which is hound to engage my attention. h ether 

that attention will produce immediate consequence in abnormal times 
is a question wliicli I leave to my honourable friends to judge, but 
every effort will be imule b^ me so that it receives immediate considera- 
tion from the present Government. I know, Sir, that the recommenda- 
tions of the Greaves Committee have not been given effect to, but that 
is no reason why we should be sitting absolutely tight. 

With regard to tlie points raised by my honourable friend. 
Dr, Nalinaksha Sanyal, about the abuses as he calls them inside th'b 
jails, the question will naturally receive the attention of the Hon'ble 
Minister iif* charge*of Jails. 
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Dfs NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS I ref<‘rred to tlie in tht^ 

court which led to the congestion in jails and not alnises in jails. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Very will, 
that matter I shall consider. 

I have just one otlier oh.servation to make. My honourahle friend 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddnii has made one solid coniribuiion <o this 
morning’s debate. He raised om‘ point of order. On that \on .have^ 
already given >our ruling. Although that ruling is nol liabl*- to be 
challenged, 1 may tell you one story about this niatti'r. You may have 
recollection alxmt a lellow imonlu'r ot our Bar. Mi. Kabiruddin 
Abnnxl. The learned Judges ot the High t’ourt arc always adilres.sed 
as ‘My Lord”. M> 1 t'arned triend in that sphcrt* of law used to- 
address the Division lleneh of two Judges as “Our T/ords”. “Our 
Lord, thou art in Heaven ' is a convenient religious t‘.\pression and yoU 
are perfectly right wiih reference to (In* ruling which you have giseii 
this morning. 

1 do hojH*, Sir. that in\ honourable friends will not pn*ss their 
motions to a division 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh) : The Hon ble Minister 
has not replied to my point about the Hoiiorar>’ Magistrates. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Tho 

Honorarv Magistrates create very great troubles. The systiml of 
appointment of Honorary Magistrates was introduced hv the then. 
Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Richard ('ampbell, in IHtH, in order to 
encourage private enter]»rise in the matter of administration of justice. 
Just as the system of trial by jury is the best M\stem which the 
ingenuitj’ of man has been abb* to devi.se, the system of ujlministra- 
tion of justice by Honorar\ Magistrates is a system which may not 
po.ssibly meet with universal ajijirobation but it is a system wliich 
has come to stay. AVith reference to tho question of tlie appoint- 
ment of (^rtain gentlemen a.s Honorary Magi.strates, I know there 
may bo room for criticism. In this mattor, Sir, the (iovernmcnt i» 
guided mainly by the recommendations of District Magistrates and 
Divisional (Vmiinissioners. I do m>t know anything about the appoint- 
ment of Honorary Magistraten in that part of Mymensingh to which 
my honourahle friend has referre«l. Rut I can assure him that 
Judicial Minister I dirl not up.M*t the recommendations of the District 
Magistrate and the Divisional ( ominissioner. If he has any grievance 
I shall certainly be prepared to look into the matter. But in the 
meantime 1 would advise niy friend to go to the District officials and 
represent his point of view. 
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The motion of Mr. Serajul Islam that the demand of Rs. 70,11,000 
under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 70,11,000 under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Rs. 70,11,000 
under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was tlien put and hjst. 

The motion of Rjii Sahib Anukul (’handra Das that the demand of 
Rs. 70,11,000 under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that tlie demand of 
Rs. 70,11,000 under the head “27 — Admini.stration of Justice” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Th(' main motion of tlie llon’ble Mr. Pramaiha Natl) Ibineriee that 
a sum of Rs. 70,ll,(HH) b<* «rrante<l for <*xjK*nditMr(‘ undcT tin* head 
“27 — Adniinistration <d' Justi<*e” v,iiH then p\it and a^»Teed to. 


37— Education — General. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, on the 
recommendation of llis Excellency the Governor. 1 beg to move that a 
fium of Rs. 1,71,00,000 b«‘ granted for expenditure under the head 
* ‘37 — Educa tion — General’ ’ . 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand of Rs. 1,71,00,000 under the head “37 — 
Education — (bmeral” be iH*duml by Rs. 100. The object of the motion 
is to raise a discus.sion on the (piestion of introduction and imparting 
of religious instruction in i)riinary schools. 

I further beg to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The object is to rai.se a di.scussion about the apathy of Government in 
making primary education free and compuhsury. 

I beg to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100. The object 
is to raise a disi’ussion about the administration of the Calcutta 
University. 

The Government of Bengal had been paying an annual block grant 
of Rs. 4,H5,000 to tlie Eniversity of Calcutta for the last five years 
pending any final settlement that may be arrived at between the 
Government and the Vniversily on this point. A further amount of 
Rs. 12,000 annually i.s also now paid to the Cniversity for the upkeep 
of the Department of Islarnfr History and Culture recently introduced. 
The llon’We FinaHi'e Minister, the man behind the University, has 
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in his budpret speevh that the lunv financial settlement between 
the Government and tlie rniversity ma> shorlh take place. So, I think 
that it is meet and pro|M‘r that the puhiic should he apprised of the 
administration of the rniversity before tlu' tinancial settlement with 
the T'niversity is made on a permanent basis. 

The rniversity of (■alcutta is comi>osed of the (lumeellor, the 
Senate and the Syndicate for its administrative ]>urposc.s. In the 
Senate, as it is constituted now, there are 117 honorary, ex-oilicio and 
Ordinal'} Fellows and tlie rham^ellor. There is one rcinarkal)le feature 
in this, that there is not a sinjrle Mu.slim in lliat au^^ust body wlu) lias 
been returned ther<*to on eleclion. 3*r<dmbl> that is due to the 
nationalistic ftH*lin^s of the progressive and fm'ward ideas of our 
Hindu j>atriots. This is tlie baneful ixvsult of joint electorate for 
which so jinuch is heanl both from the nationalist press and platform, 
particularly from our so-called nationalist Muslims. In ('ontrast 
thereto we find that the election to tlie Senate has been so manag(*d 
that the Hon’ble Revenue ^linisN»r, the Hon’ble Finance ^Iinist(‘r, Ids 
])r(>th<‘r, the Junior (lovernnieni Pleader. Higli Court, and all their 
associates including t\^o oHicials of the I niNcrsitv )>esides teachers 
liave electeil as Fellows. Tlien* are ord\ ‘..MJ Muslim Fellows out 

of 117. Tills rejiresen tat ion is too meagre for tlu* gieat Muslim ( om- 
iiiunity. Here the ijuestion ma\ be raised ih.it there arc' not sutlicient 
numlau' of educated Muslims to occup\ these' exalted positions and also 
that resiiictions ha\e been imposc'd by the A<t and Rules to take' in 
mole Muslims Foi the information of the membc'rs of this IIousi* I 
will refer them to section <» of the rnivc-rsitN Art of IIKM wherein 
in sub-( laiise ( ■/ > it h.is Imtii laol down that "I'deition of (trdinarv 
Fellows b\ the Faculties and mmiination id’ sucli Fellows iiy the 
(’hancellor und^ir this smtioii shall bc' made in such manner as to 
isecur<‘ that not less than two-fifths of the Fellows so elecieil and so 
nominated respective!}, shall be ]»ersons following the jirofession of 
Educatir>n.’\ 

So far as election by registered graduates there is absolutely no 
re.striction, academic or otherwise. I ( an boldl} .assert that 
there is iiq dearth of (jualified and suitable persons in our community 
at present for these jiositions but they are being unfairly shut out. 

In the Syndicate wherein the executive government of the 
University i.s vested, the same story is repeated. The Hon’ble Finance 
Minister and the R<*venue Minister with their whole associates are 
also pre.sent here. There were three Muslims, now* two, who are the 
camp-followers of the famous trio and one of them is not at all con- 
versant with the findings of the Muslims of this province. 

I hope in the next annual election S^sliin representation in the 
Syndicate will be considerably increased. Now I come to one of the 
most important aspects of the University administration. Even on 
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a cursory view of the administration of the University we find that all 
the powers of the University have been centralised in the hand of the 
Hon ’hie Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, the Hon’ble Mr. P. N. Banerjee, 
Mr. Ramaprasad Mookerjee, Junior Government Pleader — the famous 
trio and their camp-followers. We find that in all important com- 
mittees, faculties, departments, and boards these trio with their 
associates are invariably present. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee is — 

(1 ) the Dean of Faculty of Arts since 1934; 

(‘J ) the President of the Council of Post-Graduate Teaching in 

Arts ; 

(3) Ibesident of the Teachers’ K\e(“utive (Vunmittee in Arts; 

(4) President of the Free-studentship and Sti]>end Av»'ar<l Com- 

initlee ; 

(5) I*iesident of the Reseandi Fellowship and Research Scholar- 

ship Committee; 

(<)) President of the Under-graduate (\)mmittee; 

(7) J^resident of the Committee regarding Training for Public; 

Services Examination ; 

(8) President of tlie ('ommitt(*<» regarding Paribhasa ; 

(9) President of the Bengali Publi<*ation (’ommittee; 

(ID) President of the A.shutosh Mu.seum cd Indian Arts; 

(11 ) Ibesident of Teachers' Training Department Committee; 

(\2) President of the !N>st-graduate Finance Committee; 

(13) Chairman of the Arbitration Board; ^ 

(14) Chairman of the Appointment and Information Board; 

(15) Chairinun of the Board of Editors, Calcutta Review ; 

(Ui) President of the Board of Studies (»f English and Teaching. 

The Ilon'ble ilr. P. N. Banerjee is also President of the Board of 
Studies of History, Economics and Political Philosopliy and Geography 
and a member in all these bodies. This clearly show’s that 
Dr. Mookerjee has by manipulation and manoeuvre secured all the 
pow'ers of the University iti his own hand. He did not think anybody 
else fit and comi>etent for the pre.sideutship and chairmanship of the 
18 important bodies of the University. Really he could not trust 
anybody else with the.se ]>owers, be he a Hindu or a Mu.slini or a 
Christian or a Buddhist. 

The University clearly is a family affair of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister, so unless that outlook is changed it cannot expect anything 
from the Public Exchequer. 
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There is another very important point to which I heg to draw the 
attention of the nieniWrs of the House and through them of the general 
public. When the Secoiidarv Education Hill was published, discussed 
in the Select roininittee, in the Special (oimnitttv and in the Htnise, 
chorus of condemnation came in from all directions from the Hindu 
Press, platform and all public b()dies dominated and (ontrolled by the 
caste Hindus — that one of the most reprehensilde characters of the 
Bill was that it was too much othcialised. that it gave a good-bye to 
the democratic principles. May I now in all humility ask the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister and the Hon’ble Revenue Minister who are (»ccupy- 
ing all the key positions (»f the rniversit\. whether thes have 
resigned any one of these posts since their assumption of office as 
Ministers of the Crown in l)e<'ember, llMl y May 1 cmpiire if their 
continuance in tliefe important positions of tin* rnivcrMt\ in any w^ay 
tell upon* the freedom and self-government of the Cniversityy When 
these Hon’ble Ministers (ontinue in im]M»rtant cajKicities in the 
Fniversits, md a word of protest is heard from the Hindu J’ress or 
from the Himlu platf(»rm or from the Hindu public bodies because 
their continuance is to their benefit. 

Sir, the honourable the JiCader of the Opposition drew attention of 
the Governimmt to this a.spect of the question during general discus- 
sion of the Budget but there was no resjionse. 1 ho]K* tiie Hon’ble 
Ministers will lose no time in severing their connection with the 
I’niv<'rsit> a<lministration. I want to draw’ the attention of the House 
to another thing. From the reply of a (|uesti(m of mine in the July 
session of HGl J learnt that the papers of the Mat riciilation candidat«‘S 
are sent to the examiners with their names (»n, unlike the rule i(dlow- 
ed in the other examinations of the FniversitN, and 1 asked whetlier 
the f’niversity cf)n.sidered the desirability of disconf inning this ]»racti«p 
in future but 1 was told that the Syndicate* couhl not see its way to 
the acceptance of this siigg’estion. The papers of an exumim*e must 
be examined on purel\ iiH'rit and efficiency and no other extranef)us 
forces should be allowed to work. But in this unfortunate land of 
ours as soon as there appear on the paper the names of the examinees, 
considerations, communal, social and pecuniary, liegin to have full 
play. When the Fniversity authority is alw'ays for merit and efficiency 
I cannot understand why they do not introduce the system of only 
sending roll numbers of Matriculation candidates to the examiners. 
That tlie Mu.slim examinees suffer by this system have been made 
amply clear to me by the results of the many High Schmds i»f my 
subdivision in 1941. Most of the Muslim boys who secured higher 
places than the Hindu bo\s «»f the same institution in the Test have 
got plucked while the Hindu bo\s have passed. So I hoi>e this perni- 
ifious system should Ui discontinued without any further loss of time. 

Honlde Dr. Syainaprasad Mookerjee was the bitterest critic of 
the Government policy of appointing nim-Bengali Muslims to any 
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posts of the Government renerved for Muslims but he forgot in hid 
wisfloni the policy of the Vniversity in this respect. The Government 
of Bengal only took a leaf out of the T’niversity in this matter. 
I>r. Mookerjee encouraged this policy in the T’niversity because that 
was the best way of securing his caiiij>-followers from the Muslim 
coniniunity. In the Board of Arbitration out of 11 members besides 
the Assistant Director of Public Instruction, Muhammadan Education, 
there is no Muslim memln'r and I hope some representative to look after 
the claims of the Muslim teachers whose number is considerable now, 
should fijid a place there, ‘in future. 

The Hindu Press and platform and the 80 -<‘alled Muslim national- 
ists always clamour that separate electorate thrust upon us by the 
Gommunal Award was responsible for all commutial jealousies and 
bickerings and communal organisations are the result thereof. 

But Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee’a conduct lias given a direct lie 
to these asHortions. He was returned to the Assembly on a joint 
eb'ctorate ticket, his voters being Hindus, Muslims, Ghristians, 
Buddhists, Parsis and J(*ws, But on return to the Assembly he 
be<‘ame a rank conmiunalist , champion ot Hindu rights and privileges, 
and a sworn enemy of the Muslim. He did not (*are a fig for the feel- 
ing of Ills voters of other communities, ])articularl\ tlie Muslims. 
He became the leader of the most communall\ -minded Hindus. So it 
has been ])roved lK'\ond doubt that joint electorate is no guarantee 
for communal harmoiix . 

M'e find that in the newl\ started Dej)artment ot Islamic* History 
and (’ultuii* live of the* teachers have been lent from tlie Arabic and 
Persian Department. Gne Sir Azizul Huci and another Hoii'lile the 
PeMMiut* Minist(‘r, botli ot whom have long now, 1 think, resigned 
their jcdis, wcoe thcuc' The temhers c»f Arabic- and Persian are not 
m'(cssaiil\ e.\})eclc‘d to be e.xperts in Islamic IIistor\, so thedr services 
are of no what.soever. AVhat .strikes me is that nonspecific whole- 
lime appointment for this Deimrtment aj>pears to have been made but 
mone^ for the purpo.sc* has bc'en asked from the Government who 
should lc)(»k to it before mon4‘\ is j>aid for the purpose. 

From a question of mine in 19d7 it appeared that out of 180 
rlerieal and other allied ]>osts of the ITiiversity only two were 
Muslims. 1 think that the time has come to give a new outlook in 
this rt\s|HM't. 1 ho}>e it will not W pretended that suitable candidates 
from the Miiidim romiiuinity for these posts are not available. For 
want of any control of the University over the private schools, funds 
of tlie sc’hools are never audited and the funds many a time go to swell 
the pockets of the individuals to the detriment of the staff and tlie 
school. So strict measures should be taken for the audit of the 
private schools by incorporated or chartered accountants. 
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The Matriculation syllabus umler the new Regulation of the 
University is too heavy for those for whom it is intended and it lias 
been voiced many a time by the All-B<‘ngal Teachers’ Association. 
The present system of selecting examiners through the Fellows who 
are on Faculties of Arts and Science and Heads of (^olleges aftiliated 
to the l^niversity is unsatisfactory and jirejudicial to the Muslim 
interests as most of the Heads of the Colleges arc non-Muslim and the 
few Muslim Fellows who are on tlie Faculties are mainl\ non-lbuigali 
Muslims at whose handi Heiigali educationist^ expect no justice. 1 
appeal to the Chancellor for removing all the^* grievances, in parti- 
cular tlie grievances of the Mu.slims and that the Cniversitx no 
longer function as a family affair of the lloirble Dr. S. IV Moi^kerjee. 

Sir, so far as jirimary (“ducat ion is concerned, I beg to submit that 
the report of the Primary Education Committ(H* submitted in 
clearly lays down in page 2f) that the provisi(*n of tlie Bengal Rural 
Primarv ^Education Act, Phil), should be imm(‘diati‘l v a]>]*li(‘d to 
every district. This includes levying of the ctMs. But I am sorry to 
say that this recommendation of the Primar\ Education Coinmitt<*e 
has Imhui given the go-h\ and (lovernment hav(‘ not taken an> ste))s 
to introduc(‘ free educatiim at bnist in more than halt a dozefi distiiets. 
The Primary Education Act of slKoiId Im* amended so as to ensure 

provision of ade<iuate facilities in all municipalities. That has also 
not been done. No indication ha.s Wn gi\en to that effect. There in 
another recommendation in tin* provision of tlx* Itural Brimar> Educa- 
tion Act that a central body sh(Mihl he set U]i to co-or<linatc the 
activiti('s of j*rimar\ edmatnui of all the districts 1 he I rimar\ 
Educ'ation (’ommittee recommended at page 1.UI that a ( entral Ad\isor\ 
Hoard should he set up and the necessurv action taken t(. make thin 
Board re[)resentative id municipaliti(‘s as well as rural areas. Iliis 
recommendation uas made in the year PtdfV hut up till now no steps 
have Ixeii taken and the present (iovernment lia.s not given any indi- 
cation that a (entral Advisory Board will he set up in the near futuiv. 
(Dr. NaIJNAKsua Wh> an Advisor\ Board?) Ib'cause the 

Act provides fhr an Aihisory Board. (Dr. Nmjnaksim Sivmu: The 
Bengal (jovernmeiit contemplates something better ) If (io\einment 
contemplates something better, I will certainly welcono* it. ^ 

Sir, there is another r(M“(inimendati<»n---ieroinmendalion Nm o— m 
whicl/the Committee sa\s that eompulsion should he introduced us 
soon as possible as laid down in the Act of PhtO with the exception that 
compulsion should not apply to girls where lady teaehers are not 
provided. This is one of the important recommendations and 

Government up till now have not taken any steps to implement tins 
itigni of rectuiimendation. 

Sir in tho .listrict of MyinotiMntrli wtioro primarv o.lnrafif.n lias 
Wn infro<l«re() for moro than « .voara, Govonimoiit have not taken any 
atop, to make primarv e<lm ation rompuSory even in a Mngk union of 
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the district. There are three districts of Bengal, namely, Comilla, 
Dacca and Mymenfiingh, where cess has been imposed and the scheme 
has l>een introduced. But even in Mymensingh where it has been in 
force for more than 8 years, no attempt has been made by Government 
even to experiment compulsory education 

(At this stage the member liaving reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand for ll.s. 1,71,00,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — 
Education — General” be mluced by Rs. 100. The object of my motion 
is to raise a discus.sion about — 

(1) the inadequacy of the demand to implement the .scheme of 

develojmient of jirimary education ; 

(2) the constitution of the District School Boards and its work- 
^ ing; 

(3) the inade(jua(\\ of the demand on the head “Education of 

girls in the villages” ; 

(4) inad(Mjuac\ of tlie demand on the head “Advancement of the 

education of iiMunhtus of Sch(‘duh‘d C’aste” and about the 

utilisati(jn of moiu'y granted: and 

(5) the failure of the Government in ])rej>aring a well-thought-out 

scheme in utilising the amount granted to the Scheduled 

Caste E<lucation Fund, 

Mr. Chairman, Sir. I want to draw the pointful attention of the 
House to two matters by this eut motion, namel.\ , imphuuenting the 
scheme of development of primary education as well as the Scheduled 
Caste Educatiotj Fund. These an* matters over which I feel very 
strongly. This year a sum (d' Ks. ot) lakhs has been allotted for 
implementing the sdn'ine of development of primary edmation. The 
Hous 4* may refer to the answer given to my (question No. 83 reganling 
primary stdiools under TipjHwa District School Board. This is a 
typital examj)le. There they will find that in the district of Tippera 
only 1,472 schools have been .started. They will remember that it ha.? 
been said that 1 (>4,344 boys and 22,822 girls read in these schools. In 
all, 187, HHi students read in these schools. The House will be pleased 
to remember that in the district of Tippera there are about 40 lakhs 
of ]M*ople and for the.>.e 40 lakhs of people only 1,472 schools have been 
started and only 187, lOO students read in these schoohs. So, they 
can consider the inade<|uacy of the nuniWr of schools that have been 
started. 
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Sir, in answer to a question put hv me in the IToirble 

Education Minister was pleased to stale that there were more than 
4,000 schools in the district of Ti]>|H*ru when Schocd Hoards were not 
established in this district. Now, we have got 1,400 s<hools. So, the 
number has decreased instead of increa.sing. 

Now, the amount ftJr meeting the recurring expenses of the schools 
in the district of Tippera is Its. 7,04, and the income from the 
education cess comes up to Its. 0 lakhs onl\ . So. there is a deficit in 
this particular district alone of Its. 4,04.8.42. We have got 20 districts 
in the Province of Bengal and if there is a deficit of 4.04,v842 in one 
district, we require crores of ruj»tH‘s to im]dement the scheme of primary 
education, having reganl to tlie number of .schi>ols established at 
pre.sent. The number (tf schocds must be increased and the r(‘cuiTing 
exp<mditure automatically must increu.se. So, the swm of Its. -M) laklis 
is absolutely inadequate to meet the netnls of the schocds that have 
lH‘en established as well as to meet the needs and tlie interests of the 
larger number of sclnuds that should be established in the Province 
of Bengal These are matters which must engage tin* att(*ntioTi of the 
Hon’ble Minister. 

Then, Sir, w’c cf)me to tlie constitution of District School Boards and 
its working. Distrii't Sclimd Boards are ('onstituted under section i\ 
of the l*rimary Kducation A<t of bnder that section, the 

District Magistrate is tin* ex-otticio (Miairman id' the District Schoid 
BoanT ami the Subdivisional Magistrates are <*x-idfi( io metnbers cd' such 
Boards. Sir, you are v<t\ wadi aware of the fact that District Magis- 
trates are over-worked officers. The\ do not pa\ any attention to the 
work of District Si hoot Boards and things simpU pass in their names. 
As reganls other memhers, we find tliat under clause (.S’) of section 0 
of the Prijnar.\ Education Act, a numlM*r of memhers «*(|mil to the 
number of sulidivisions in the distrnt have to he appointed hy the 
Provincial (fovernment . Wlnui the JViniar} hidmalion Act, 1440, warn 
passed, it was said hy (biverninent that thi.s apjadntment was neces- 
sary to rejiresenl tin* minorit\ comiiiuiiity and to rei»reH4‘nt the special 
interests (d persons who will not he electiMl under the Act itself. So 
far as Tijqn'ra district ts concerned, most of the inemlM*rs belong to 
one (oinmunity. When the appointment wa.s made, per.sons belonging 
to one community and belonging to one political group w’ere appoint- 
ed with the result that the minority community in the district of 
Tipper» has not lieen represented properly. I lM*g to draw the atten- 
tion of the Hon'lde Minlstci to this fact jioiiitedly that tlie minority 
community of the district of TqqaTa ha.s not been properlv repn'sent- 
-ed. I am quite .sure that in these matters political consideralion 
should not weigh with the Hon’ble 3fini»ter in charge of Education. 
Hiis is the ca.se, I am told by my friend Mr. liadha Nath Das, through- 
out the province. Only political consideration of a particular group 
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ghoulrl not be the factor of these appointments- Considera- 

tion of education, consideration of efficiency, consideration of the 
minority communities, these are the considerations which should 
wei^^h with the Hon ’hie Minister and I think in appointing the members 
of the (lihtrict school boards these considerations should weigh with 
the Hojj’ble Minister in charge of Ivlucation. 

Then, Sir, if we look to the working of the District School Boards 
it is a ell-known fact, 1 am jKn'ned to say in the presence of the 
wlnte i)eoj)le in this House, that there is corruption in the working of 
the school hoards. Kver\ where there are corruption and bribery and 
for that the Ilon’hle Mijiisteis cannot l»e blamed; we are really on 
trial. Mv(‘r\ where there are corruption and bribery. AVe find corrup- 
tion in the de]»t settlemefit boards, we find corruj)tion in tlie union 
}>oanls, we find coiiuption in the district boards, we find corruption 
in the school boards, local lujurds, in tlie offices and everywhere, hero 
and th^ire. Thes<‘ things are jiainful no dou])t, but if the Hon*ble 
Miiiisti*r pays greater attention in the apijointmeiit of the mem))ers of 
tlie l)istri(‘t Scliiad Boards, he yvill lx* aide to remove this (oriutdion 
to a certain extent. If there be one hoiie>t pei^on in tlu* District 
School Board yvho is sauions in his work, the eoriujition can be removed 
to a great extent, but it is really a matlio' of regret that a seriously 
honest person is not available. But I am ijuili- sun* if the Hon’ble 
Minister takes greater <*are in this matter this cornijition can be 
n'niov(*d. I am told by my friend Mr. Slialiedali that he will s]>eak in 
details yvith regard to tlx* corruptions that liave be(‘n going on h\ the 
disti‘i<*t (d Tippera. I do not likt* to <lihite any fuithei on tlii" matter. 

Before I go into other matters 1 must tell the House that if yve 
look to stH'tioii of the Act y\e timl that the Primary Education Fund 
money must 1 h‘ devoted to the payment of ex]u*nses incurred by the 
Board on account of const ruction, eijuipinent and maintenance of 
primary schools. But so long it lias been the prai‘tice that tlu^ cost of 
construction and eipiipuMMit of jiriiiuiry s<diools had been maintained 
by the people of tlie locality. Tlx* result is that in those areas where 
the j)oor people inhabit, yvbere the need of the primary schools is tlie 
greatest, primary schools have not been bx'aied. What I mean to say 
is that primary sclxxd.s .should be located in those areas which are 
inhabited by the txxir people, but hitherto tlie practice is that the cost 
of construction of the building is to 1 h* met by the people of the 
locality. The jioor people cannot bear the cost of construction wdth 
the result that in (hose areas yyhere they live there are no i^mary 
schools. 

1 beg to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to one other 
fact, namely, it is nei'essary that these primary school houses should 
be (ill-houses. The Hon’ble Minister is aware of the fact that at 
present the price of tin has gone up very considerably. If it is demanH- 
ed that lhe.se houses should be made of tin. I am quite sure there 
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cannot be any coiistnieiioii of these houses at the present moment. I 
submit that the rule should be tdianjred. It may be (’onsidered if a 
bamboo or a thatched Iioum* will st*rv(‘ the ]>urpose. It is impossible 
to have tin-houses now because the people of the locality will have to 
pay the cost of construrti<m. and the Ibm’ble Minister is awan* that 
under the Defence of India Itulcs the sale of tin to private j>ersons has 
been prohibited. 

Then, Sir, I pro to th(‘ next impoitant matter. nani<d\ . ad\ance- 
ment of education to the members ot the schctluled (aistcs. 1 hep- to 
draw the attention of the Ilon’blc Minister to pap-e Id’J of tin* 1 {<m1 
BfX)k ill connection with Schcdule<l (aste Kducation Fuml. Tlie 
Hon'ble Minister will tind that in the >eai IltdS-dtt a sum of Ks a 
lakhs was providtal for Scheduled (’ast<* Kdiicainm h'und \\h‘ under- 
stood that this would la- a recuiiin^»- prant. '!'(» me. Sir, tlie sum of 
IN. •) laklis for ScloMlulial Caste haliication Fund is a verji siimll 
amount. Me know thai in this provinc<‘ at least mor<‘ than 1 croro 
and ‘Jtl laklis j(«‘o|dc are s( hediiled ( asles and for this numhci a sum 
of IN. ■) laklis is a \oi\ small amount Ilavinp” rep-ard to the ftlct that 
tlie members (A the Scheduled Castes hav(‘ Immmi unfort iniat<d> m*p»‘lc(‘t- 
ed in the jiasl and htivinp' lep'aitl t(t the fact that thc\ are «‘\lreme!y 
jioor and liv(> in a depiaded londilion, an\ t rj nnient which calbs 
itself a ( io\ crniiicnt should take taie of the <‘dmalion <d this ( lass and 
raise tliem from the (b*])th of dcp’iadat 'on. If an\ ( i(tV{*rnmenf does 

not take care of the education (»t the niemlnus (*| the Sche()uled (’asles, 
that (iioeinmeni lofteils ils(df to be < alba! a t iovim nment . In th(^ 

,'^ear IhdS-d!) a sum (d IN d lakhs was p-j-.autial. but if we ndcr to 
the Hed Hook at pape Idt.^ we find that onl\ IN ’J‘j.t)t)l) has Ixam spiuit. 
I draw the attention of tlie Iloij’ble Minist^u to this fait that out of 
tt slim of ICs. ') lakhs which to me is a ver\ small aimoint only 
IN. ‘2‘J,(lt)() has been spent in the \ear CldS-.‘i!t 'riien, Sii, in tin* year 
I9d9-4(l a sum of IN HI. <11)0 ha- lax-n spent ; tin* whole amount was 
not spent. In the \ear HI4II-41. Us. l.TlI.tMM} has been spent Thai 
means that the sum of IN. d lakhs could not be sj)ent in the cotirsi* of 
three \ears for education (d‘ a (lass which is m the deptli of degrada- 
tion. Then, Sir, in Ifl41-N^ a sum (d Us. l.dtl.OIMI was provided in 

the hudpet. M> submission before tlie Ifon'ble Minister through you, 
Sir, is tliat there should he a remirnnp prant of IN. d lakhs for eduea- 
tion of the Stlieduled Castc*s. In the \<*ar 11142-44 a sum (d Ifs, I ,d(l,00(l 
ha.s iteen jirovided. A\d‘ find th.it in five \ears a sum of Us. H laklm 
has l»#N?n Jirovided and Cover nmerit jirojmse to spend only Rh. 7,72,442- 
They eould not sjmmhI IN. d lakhs m the course of d \earH. It is 
acaudalous. It is ridiculous. Then, Sir, let u.s look at the workinp* 
ot the Department. AVhen we look af :he way in whiih the amounts 
are spent, we find that tliey are spent for prariN for the const ruef ion 
olf ho.stels at (’alcutta, Harisal and Connlla. Sir. we dci not reejuire 
bostels. Why I say .so is this. There .should not be a separate InjHtel 
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for Scheduled Caste Hindus. The Scheduled Caste Hindus must be 
allowed to live in the Hindu Hostels. If there are any Hindus who 
object to lliat, they should be driven out. There should not be a 
separate hostel for the Scheduled Caste Hindus. What is necessary 
is more money b)r stijMmds, more money for scholarships, etc. The 
w'hole amount of Ks. 0 lakhs every year slumld be spent for those 
purposes. I shall ^^o further and say that Its. 10 lakhs should be set 
apart for the education of the Scheduled (’aste Hindus every year. 
When J picture before me, the condition of tlie Scheduled Caste 
Hindus, specially the Muchis in the district of Tippera, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is over. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, let me finish the 
sentence. 1 cannot describe the lamentable condition of those persons. 
Sp(Mi*ial care must bo tak<*n of them and technical education must be 
giten to those ])eo]de. If \ou do not, you forfeit your 'claim to 
represent them. 

Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN (Dacca): Mr. Dejcuty Speaker. Sir, I 
beg to move that the demand of Its. 1,71,00,0(111. under the head 
*‘37 — Kdiication—tieneral” he reduced by Its. 100. The object of tlie 
motion is to raise u discussion about the failure of (iovernment to take 
steps for the })r()per coiitnd and development of Secondiir\ Kducation 
in the ])rovince. 

The ('alcutta rniv(Tsii\ ( 'oiniiM^sion. .speaking'- on the need for 
reform in SecondarN Kducation of the JVovince observed: 

“The* reiiK'dy will he found in a thorough-going reform of secondarv 
and higher education in Hengal. Our evidence shows that this i.s the 
most urgent need. I he schools should have a wider curriculum, a 
larger proportion of trained teachers and improved ecjuipment Many 
parents who are making hitter sacrifices in ordei to give a high school 
educaticMi to their sons get a very ]KK)r return for their self-deniul. 
The schools specialise in jereparing ho\s for the Tniversitv Matri- 
culation. It is easy to excuse them when we remember what public 
opinion insists upon their doing, and how careful most of them have 
to be in keeping jcublic opinion their friend. But the college autho- 
rities find no reason to be satisfied with the average result. On the 
contrary they say that the intake trom the .schools is of such poor 
quality that little can he made of it witliout a long preliminary drill. 
It is not that the material is bad but that it has mishandled in 

the schools. This in itself would he seritnis enough, but the misehief 
does not stop here. The high school training which fails to fit most 
of the. boys for the rniversity, fails also in fitting them for anything 
else. Pivoccupied with the matriculation, the schools neglect the 
rest of their business. The teachers who are giving their lives to 
high school work have a strong claim upon public, consideration and 
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support. A comprehensive reform of secondary education would make 
their work more fruitful, would brin^ to their assistance competent 
and well-trained colleagues, would strenjfthen the rniversity and 
would aild to the vijrour and prac'tical capacity available for every kind 
of public and private life in Rental. 

A better secondary education would ^ive to the wi)rkshops and 
factories of the future the responsible leaders which tht‘> will require. 
Not only industry and conimeree but the ])r(»fessions would be better 
sensed by schools which had a broader outlo(»k and jrave a more varietl 
preparation for life. We believe that the evil eftects ot the present 
system are corrodin^'^ the intelligence «)f \cuing Rengal ami that they 
will work increasing and irreparable mischief unless their causes are 
removed." 

These views of the ('ommission hold good as much to-ila\ as tliey 
did in mi). ^ 

Now, Sir, I shall place before the House how Secondary Kducati«»n 
stands in relation to the Muslim Education. In the \ear of 

the total number ot boys in the ]>rimar\ stage oo-d were Muslims but 
in the middle stage (Uily and in the high school stage onl> 24’8 

were Muslims. 

When one finds so man> Muslim bo\s going to primar\ schoids and 
so teu of them coni inning their studi(‘s in higher standards jt suggestH 
the conclusion that th(‘ earl> liking tot study which certainly exists in 
Muslim bo\s IS (juenched b> their having to study in the somewhat 
alien atmosphere of a schoid which is practically Hindu. 

Tiie d(‘fects of the pr(‘sent system of education as affecting the 
Muslims liave been very greatly aggravated on account (»f the nature 
and character of the present day text -books 

I shall refer here to the views of the Hon'ble Sir Aziziil HaqUe, 
Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta Cniversity. In a note appended to the 
Report of th(* Kamal Var Jung Education Committee he says: 

" firnffuli 

Anyone who will study Rengali literature jirior to ISfiO— and 
Bengal comprises tiie hugest Muslim i»opulation in India - will be 
surprised to see the extent of Arabic, IbTsian and T’rdu words and 
plirases that were mirrent in the Bengali language. With the 
beginning of tlie new reaction Bengali <*f the fifties and sixties 
of the last century contained such stiff Sanskritised words and 
phrases that it is doubt tul if any average Bengali, unless he 
is a good Sanskrit sclodar. can even understand them. No doubt the 
laftguage has therealter been li(|uified to some extent in j)roc#w8 of 
lime. But it still ( (uitains many bard Sanskrit words specially in some 
of the school and cidlege text-books. 



102 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. / 


[17th March, 


llli/it (I MuftUm reads in Literature. 

It is with this inherent disadvantage that the Mussalman student 
has to join the present system of edueation. But lie has also to contend 
against tlie sylluhuses, schemes of study and text-books. He reads 
literatunj and he becomes conversant with Dev, Devi, Avatar, 
Xaniaskar, Buja, the con«‘eption ol life, birth and rebirth, the pantheon 
with all the doctrines of Veda and Vedanta, l^urans and Gita. He 
knows about Itaiii, Sita, Lakshman, Judhisthir, Arjun, Krishna, 
Buddha, \ aliniki, Kalidas and Sankaracharjya with their life stories 
and feachings. He hardly comes across the concejition of Allah, Basul, 
or the meaning and import of Namaz, llaj, Zakat, or the principh's and 
doctrines ol Islam in (^uoran or Hadis. He hardly has any opportunity 
to know an\ thing about liis Prophet, the (’aliphs, the saints, the scholars, 
tlie ]»li i loNojihers, the poets or the heroes of Islam. If he reads the 
itoly Pr^iphet, he does so not in the noimuiclatuie of a Kasul, but in 
its eiiuivalent in a n‘gional language whi<di never connotes all \\bat 
Ki'salat means. 


11 hat he reads m Ilistorjf. 

H(* reads histor\ and he I’cads ancient Imlia as a stud> of cultures 
in a picture of its insjdrations and id(*als. Within even th(‘ shorti'st 
compass he knows the Indus civilization, the Rig-Vedic agi* and the 
e\olution of ancient Indian civilisation, tin* davs of tin* Haghadan 
imiierialism and Mauryu (‘mi»ire, the stoiics (d the Ramadan and the 
Mahahharat and the history of Asoka. Kaniska and Harsha. He studies 
nm-ient society and social organisation, jaditical organisat imi and its 
transformation, art and architecture, literature and scieiK'e, adminis- 
tration and economic principles, education and jdiiloso])h> of ancient, 
India, the cardinal cults of Ifrahmanism, Jainism. Buddhism, Vaish- 
iiavism, Joga, Bhakti, N irvana and Moksha. 

i^irtnre of Mukhin India. 

( oming to the intMliaeval perKul he immediately falls into a narra- 
tion of wars aiul cont|Ue''ts, .slaughter and carnage, destruction and 
deimditit)!! of India’s past, amidst patricidal and fratricidal struggles 
and disputes. Let me place here a summary of this mediaeval perspec- 
tive from a book prescribed for the Matriculation Examination — 1 know 
that it has been prescribed by the (’alcutta T’niversity. It is almost 
taken word for word except that verb, mood. tt*n''e ami voice has l>eeu 
changed here and there. 

The teaching of Muhammad centreil round the dictum — there is no 
god but God and Muhammad is his Prophet; liefore he died, practicaljy 
tH^ whole of Arabia was brought under iiis contrrd due to his considerable 
military and administrative ability. The standard of the Arabs was 
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soon after firmly estahlislunl from tho hanks of tht* Oxiis to ^le shores 
of the Atlantic (hean. The success of the army ol Islam is one of the 
miracles of Wiyld > histt)r\, hut this success was less striking when it 
came into a contlii't with the people of India who lived umh‘r simpler 
and healt)iit‘r conditions ol soeiet\. ndigion and administration. Sultan 
Mahmood organised tlie Turkisli hands, and ])illagcd. hunu‘d and tlevas- 
tated the riidi jdaiiis, « iti<‘s iind temples ot the Indus and the (langes 
Yalle\s. Sultan Ralhan'-w as a ternhle txratit. dalaluddin Feroz Khilji 
was alway.s averse to tin* slaughter of l(dl<»w Afuslims for religious 
reasons hut had lenit\ towanls Thugs. organise<] hands of criminals 
whose religion was ruhhetN and murder. Alauddin dreamt of founding 
a new religion like th(‘ I’lophet and surpassing Alexamhu* hy eompiering 
the whole hahitahlc world; his treacher>. liientiousncss, cruelty 
and vanit\, his tieatment o{ tin* Hindus with great severity 
redueing them to a stati* of ahjeet poverty mixed with his 
considerahle ahilitv and (-aini(-it\ tor (dvil administration. Muhammad 
Bin Tuglak is an ♦‘iiigma in India histon. with vanit\. lack oi judg- 
ment, levolting enndtx, tiae«‘s ol im ipieiit lunae\ and yet a military 
leader. Firoz Shah 'I’lighlak was a knot and mercitul ruh*r, hut his 
('onnivam-e at eorinptinn and his eulpahh* leniene\ desirowMl the efforts 
ot his own aets; hi" heio’volema' extemled oiiK to his own eo-religiouists 
and his lanatieisni le-'ulti-tl in [ieisccuiii»iJ of the Hindus with a nitliless 
hand. Sikandei I.odi was a man of niilitarx talents hut his eliaraeter 
W’as .sullied liN lelentless higotf\ with his jadiey ot wholesale destiuc- 
tion ot Hindu tmnples llnniavun was ineapahle ot sustaining anil 
eonlinned jioltcs. piohahU <lue to his i-veessiM' use of opium. Jahuiigir 
Jiad a stiange compound ot tenderness and ciuelts, justice and cajirice, 
refineno'nl and hrutaiitx, good sense and i hildisliness; drink and opium 
wrecked his health ami character. Shahjfihan made a lavish display 
ot gold and colour.s amidst agricultural and industrial classes ; loaning 
under heavy taxation Then follows the stor\ of Auraiig/.ch, 1h hrcaker 
and destroyer of everything in India «*nipire, art, music and temples. 
The picture concludes with a narration of the agonies «d the decaying 
Mughal court. No iloiiht all these are interspersed with imoifion of a 
few good deeds here and tlo*rc hut the other hrush is so deejeroloured 
in general outlook and jierspective that nothing idse catches the eye. 
Even exploded stories are rerordiol with a suhtle pen as if the others are 
not enough. ‘Tradition reconls that Alaurldin was eti])tivaled by the 
beauty of Padraini,*the (luhila <jueen. If so the Sultan was hulked of 
his prey; for when the fort fell and har husband was killed, the 

invaders found that she had burnt herself in tire’ 

. i 

Babu KSHETRA NATH 8INCHA: On a point of order, Sir. 
This may be taken as read. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 
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Mfi FAZLUR RAHMAM: Sir, after quoting the above, the 
Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azixul Haque made this observation: “Let it 
be remembered that this is what a student in the most iormative period 
of his life has to read in a school. It is bound to create communal 
discord and deep-rooted hatred. No wonder the Muslim culture and 
social order have disintegrated under this system of education and India 
has not yet been able to solve the Hindu-Muslim problem.” 

Now, Sir, who is responsible for this state of affairs? — the Univer- 
sity (d (hilciitta. I may refer t(> what I said two years before in this 
House in connection with the Secondary Education Bill then before 
tlie House. Tliis is wliat I said: “The University should have given 
the aid necessary to the healthy development of all sections of 
the peo])le of the ])rovince. Much of the ill-feeling betw^een the 
different communities of the j)rovince is due to the educational policy 
pursued by the Iniversitj. In shaping its educational policy, the 
Universitv has never taken into consideration the needs and sentiments 
of one great community, viz., the Muslim (oinmunity whudi forms 54 
]»er cent, of the population of the province. No one can be great unless 
he learns to respect his own culture and traditions. The University 
of Ualcutta is responsible for presenting the past history of India to 
the school boys in a manner that it carries an impression that anything 
that is Hindu is good and anything that is Muslim is bad. The result 
is that every Muslim boy who receives training in an institution under 
the contnd of the Calcutta University grows with the idea that he 
belongs to an inf 4 *rior stock and thus develojis an inferiority complex. 
He Iose.s self-coulidence and becomes timid in his attitude towards life. 
Again in the distorted history of India j)resent»*d io the school students, 
the Hindu boys find the Muslim rulers oppressing their Hindu .subjects. 
The Hindu boys cannot take kindly to the Muslim boys and begin to 
develop a feeling of hatred towards them. This explains much of the 
bitterness between the tw(» great communities of the province, and the 
educational policy of the University is roponsible for this state of 
things. 

An examination of the educational j)olicv of the University will 
convince one that in formulating its educational iiolicy, it has proceeded 
on the basis that the people of Bengal is homogeneous and Hindu in 
character. It lias comjiletely ignored the di'^tinct cultural and educa- 
tional needs of the JMusliipis. This poli<*v has been so successful that 
even the distinguished public men of the Hindu community cannot 
apptjpciate the distinctive character and excellency of Muslim culture 
and Muslim sRntiiueuts, as these gentlemen happen to he product 
of education provided by the Ualcutta University. The University has 
lost a great opportunity t»f rendering a valuable service. It is no wonder 
t£at the Muslims have lost confideuce in this University.” 
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In view of this miserable state of Secondary Education It was no 
wonder that as long ago as the (Calcutta rniversity (\)intnission 
should have impressed the urgent neressity f(»r reforming the Secondary 
Education system in Hengul. They said: “It is. therefon\ our con- 
viction that the reform of the ^niver^it\ and StH-ondarv Education in 
the Presidency is a matter whi< li dtH*s ?u»t safely admit of delay.” 

Sir, I shall ask you to mark the woid “suftdy”. Hut this warning 
of the (’ommission has been systematically igm»re«l. 

Sir. though t)ie pn'viou'i (iovernment reiognised the danger of 
delaying refer iuh in the ficdd of secondary education, the present 
(iovernnieiit has tliouglii it fit t<» drctp the Secondary Education Hill 
which jmssed the stage of a Stdc*ct ('ommittee and proceeded further 
into the considcoatum stage. 'Phey aie ntoc n‘sorting to tac tics to mis- 
lead the j»eoj)le of Hengal. So hmg as Dr Sy aniaprasacl MookerjCe 
is in the ('abinet, no legislation tor cdVeiting reform in secondary ecluca- 
tion will be possible*. 

Sir, \Cihenever (he* ( io\ e*riiment wanted to proc’eed with the* Hill, the 
rniversity of (’alcutta opposed it to the* detriim*n( of the* people in 
general and to the Muslims in particular and with a view to continue 
the vested iritcTests of a particular familv. Sir. who is this Paleuttii 
Tniversity? — Dr. SyamapruHad Mooker)e*e. Tlie great Doctor, Sir, 
has always been unable to bring a bnaed outlook to be*ar on ibe educa- 
tional probleins and his whede* outlook was dominate*d hy communal 
and .sectarian (‘onside*rations. as would npjM*ar from the policy pursiie*d 
by the Palcntta l’niv«*rsi(y . What is the Muslim Phief Minister of 
Hengal doing?' In the* pie*se'nt ('ahiiiet, Sir, he js a mere spc'ctutor. 
What about the* Muslim me'iuhers of the Progrc*ssive* Poalition PurtyK 
Sir, the les.s you talk about lhe*m (he* he*tte*r. 

Sir, you might ask me why I dici n<»t n‘lcr to the Hon 'hie Khan 
Hahadur Ahdiil Karim. Is lie of any cc»nse*cpience Will he be able 
to help? Has lie the capm ity to rise to the iHcusion? In the; answers 
to tlH\se (juestions, you will, Sir, get the reply. 

With tlo'sc few words. Sir, I eommend my motion to the aeeeptanec 
of the Hc’use. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the demand oi Hs. 1 .71 .(Mt.tMIO tor e\p«*iiditiiie umler the bead ‘M7 — 
Education - (ieiieral” be redme*d by Us. ItK), This I do, Sir, with 
a view' to dihc ussing the <|Uestion of deprovif^ iuliiinglioveriimeiit High 
English Schools, 

. This is a subject. Sir, to which the attention of veteran educationists 
of tbi.s country as w'ell os of some veteran educationists oT other countries 
has been drawn. But as the fion^hle Mini.ster in charge of Edueatfdn 
is new in his line I .shall not indulge in ancient history as my p|e- 
decessor has done. I shall only refer to some practical points for ^ 
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conHi'df'ration of the Hoii'ble Minister. After an insistent demand by 
veteran ediieutiouists as fur back as in 1921 a Committee was formed 
in 1921 of whieh the late Sir E. N. Mookerjee was the Chairman. It 
is known as the Mookerjee Ketreindanent Committee. That Committee 
reported in favour of decentralization of the high schools in the pro- 
vince. It was accepted by the then Governor, Lord Lytton, and no 
other person than the ]>resent Chief Minister of Bengal, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Fazliil Jlu(j, was then in charge of the portfolio of Education. 
In fact, he started with the abolition of a school at Jamalpur and after 
Jamal pur he went over to Burdwan. At that time at Burdwan a 
Government school was going to be established and the building for the 
was complete. But on the basis of the recommendi^tion of tliat 
Committee tlie school was handed over to a private committee. Then, 
Sir, the e.xperiinent went farther. It went to Chinsurah. Mr. Dunn 
was then the Director <d Ihiblic Instruction arid he went to Chinsurah 
to gwe effect to that recommendation of the Committee. But while 
coming back from (’hinsurah Mr, Dunn was drowned in the Hooghly 
and with his death the wlnde scheme of decentralization was buried. 

Now, Sir, we cannot understand uh\ the scheme who h was approved 
by the Government and which was started was given a burial with 
Mr. Dunn. No explanation ha^ so iai been given by the dejiartmeiit 
about the abandonment of this scheme. If we .scrutinise the jireseiit 
jiosition we fiml that thtue are altogetlier about l.oOO schools under the 
I'niversits of which about 1,L^'»U schocds are in Bengal and of these 
J,2o() s(diO(ds there are onl\ 47 Government lligli Schocds in Bengal. 
For these 47 Go\einnient High Schools a large amount to the tune of 
about lo lakhs of i Ujiees is spent, whereas lor about bOO aided sidiools 
an aimmiit of about 1:.? lakhs of rujiees is sjieiit. There are about 700 
jirivate sch(M)ls liich are unaided as honourable members know as some 
of tliein are on the managing committee of these private schools also. 

Now, Sir, the original object was that these institutions should 
serve as model institutions. But that no longer exists. They are not 
ideal institutions totluy, nor are they model institutions. From the 
results of examinations nowada\s we know’ that the private schools are 
giving better education than the.se institutions which at one time w*ere 
culled model institutions. As I was saying these aided schools spend 
beside Government grant an amouitt to the tune of about 20 lakhs of 
rupees while jirivate .sehooLs spend about .‘10 lakhs of rupees. Now, 
if w^e compare the scMile of^ay ot teachers of private schools with that 
of other schmds we find that the scale of pay in private schools according 
to University Regulations is between Rs. 2b and Rs. 40; in case of 
Head Masters ft is up to Rs. 80 in Calcutta and up to Rs. 70 in the 
mofassal. The scale of pay of teachers in Government Schools is very 
high. Now, Sir, what is the object of spending this money? The 
object is^o give education to the boys and girls of our province. If 
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without spending so much money on so-called model institutions Gov- 
ernment had started deproTincialisation of these institutions we could 
have this money diverted to other institutions. Perhaps the Hon^ble 
Minister does not know what is the actual state of facts. I ask him 
to state what actuated Government to stop that pcdicy and what is the 
present policy today. 

As I was saying, Sir, in the matter of grant this invidious distiuotion 
should not be made and my definite suggestion is that these institutions 
no longer serve as model institutions. The results (»f these Government 
institutions are not so glorious for the last few years. Tliey do not 
stand first or compete. It is the private institutions like Saraswuti 
Institution, the Diamond Ilurhour Institution and .lugalmndhu Insti- 
tution of Ballygunge which make brilliant re.sults. If that is so, then 
why this distinction should be continued any further. 

Then, Sir, un<»ther point is that the guardians have no control over 
these Government institutions whereas in the case of private institutions 
they cun have control over the managing committee and they can make 
recommendations In (rovernment institutions (hey can do nothing of 
the kind. As u result the Government institutions are deteriorating. 

Then as regards staff, when a new man is apjiointed in the depart- 
ment, whether he is an efiieieni teacher or not, some day he will reach 
the top of the ladder Tliat is the mam reason why we find (hat 
education in (iovernimuit institutions has deteriorated. A |>erson who 
is not ^\el]-versed in Knglish or in Mathematicii bect*ines a Head Master 
in couise of time and lie eaimot <lo justiei* to his offiei*. So, as I was 
saying before, if the moiie\ could have been diverted, then the 
position of teacliers in private .scho<d.s uould not have been wliuf it is 
today. 

During tlie emergeney the private schools in eo-operation with the 
Universits decided to close their classes. Then on the 19th ilanuarv 
again another direction was given that schools could be opened on 
certain conditions and after certain A, K. P. arrangements had been 
made. As a result, many of the schools, as the Ilon’ble Minister knows, 
have not yet been able to open their doors for the simple reason that they 
have not Wn able to act up the instructions. That is the reason 
why most of the teachers today arf!" out of employment. I admit that 
there is an attempt by the University — rather I should say, by the 
university and the Government — to amalgamate iiertain schools. That 
may be a move in the right direction, but what is the result P The result 
is that they are prepared to give them three months' salary or half salary 
for three months. So, if there was a s(;heme and if this money bad 
not been wasted and had been diverted long ago, then these schools, 
could have sufficient funds usd could have been able to stand tbe strain 
9 
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in times of emergency. Now, it is time that Government should con- 
sider this point and try to spend a large amount of money in this 
direction so that if after amalgamation of schools they could be provided 
in those schools, well and good, if not, their services might be employed 
in some other ways, so that after working all these years in an honest 
service, these innocent teachers may not be put to unnecessary trouble 
and harassment at this time. 

Sir, with these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Adjourmntfit. 

The House was then adjourned at 11-30 a.m. till 8-30 a.m. on 
Thursday, the 19th March, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedinf* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Afi«»inbly House. Colciitta, on ThuriMlfiy, 
the 19th March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 

PnMfit: 

Mr. Deputy SptMiker (Mr Sykd .1 ai.alvddin HAsiiKhiYi in the Chair, 
7 Hon ’bit* Miuistern ami 203 mcinbers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answera were gi v en) 

Rise in the prioe of eosential oonvnodities. 

M73. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALh (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Minister in charjfe of the liuhour ami ('oiamerce Department aware— 

(i) that owing to re.strictioiih in railway tranHjxirt fucilitioH price 
of essential commodities like rice, mola.MseH, etc., have gone 
up very high ; and 

(n) that the difference in the price le\el in different districts is 
oonsiderahly great ? 

(b) If so, is the lion’ hie Minister ron.sidering the de.sirability of 
constituting a Transport ('ontpf|l ^joard to direct thi* order of precedence 
of commodities to lie tiansport<*ti.tt> (he various districts in the I'rovince? 

MINISTER in oharga of the COMMERCE and LABOUR and 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 
Karim) S {a} (i> Yes, the prices of some of the essential commodities 
have risen on account of wagon shortage but the price of rice has hardly 
been affected on this account because rice is usually transportefl by 
carts and boats rather than by railways. 

(it) The price differential between different diftricts depends on the 
difference in handling and freight charges and so far as I am aware the 
difference is based strictly on these factors. 

(6) An inter-provincial Board of Transport has already been oonsti- 
toted and I do not consider that there is at present any real need for 
oonsiituiing any other Transport Board. 



no 


QUESTIONS. 


[19th March, 


Or* iUREBH CHANDRA BANERJEEs Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state what has been the cause of increase in the price of 
rice in this province P . 


The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Because there is 
no further import of rice from Rangoon. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: In view of the shortage 
of rice in this province, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what he proposes to do in the matter? 

Tha Hon*bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As far as I am 

aware there is at present no shortage of rice in Bengal unless, as 
recent information goes, there is absolute shortage of wheat in the 
Punjab and in Northern India and we have to export. There is a 
call from the (iovernment of India upon the Provincial Government 
under section 102 of the Government of India Act that rice should 
have to be exported to the Punjab and Northern India. We are in 
communication with the Government of India opposing the suggestion 
made by them and we are awaiting the result. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Does the lion ble Minister 
know that about Hs. lU crores worth of rice is imported annually from 
Burma to Bengal and that import has been stopperl absolutely? If so, 
what does the Ifon’ble Minister like tf> say about the shortage of rice 
in Bengal now ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The position, so 
far as last year was concerned, was that there was equal export and 
import of rice to and from Bengal. Therefore if there is no further 
export, the probability is that there will be no shortage of rice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; With reference to answer (a) 
(tr), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the existing level 
of price in the different districts is not at all consistent with the 
difference due to freight and handling charges ? 

The Hcui’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I do not admit 

that. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the function oftdhe IntM^^Proeiweial Board of 
Transport whi9h has been constituted P 
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Tlw Hon'Me Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM t The regulation 

of transport of goods from this provinec to that and from that province 
to this. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is within the puniew of the Board to regu- 
late transport from one district to another in the pnivinre? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM t That comes 
within the purview of the Boartl's activities, 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon hie Minister 

be pleased to state if he considers the desirability of purchusiiifr rice 
and stock it for the benefit of the people? 

TKe Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That point haa 
already been considered by (bivemment and thev consider that it if 
a point of doubtful utility. 

Mrs AHMED H08AIN: With reference to {a) ii), is it untinua! 
accordinjr to the kuowletl^e of the Hon’ble Minister for ri(‘e being 
transported through railways? 

Tho Hon’bia Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM : We sebliun come 
across such a case except between two important stations, (’hittugong 
and other .stations serve<l b\ the Bengal ami Assam Kailuay up to 
Akbaura. 


Enforoement of Primary Eduoation Aot in Malda. 

M74. Mauivi IDRIS AHMED MIA: (a) Will the llon'hle Minister 
in charge of the Education I>i‘partmeiit be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of those districts where the Bengal (Rural) Primary 
Education Act, IJKiR, has b^^en enforced; 

(if) total amount spent for each of thone districts by (1) (Govern- 
ment and (2) District Srhool Board since such enforcement; 
and 

(m) names of those districts where the Bengal (Rural) Primary 
Education Act, 19*30, has not yet Wn enforced? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleated to state whether there it 
any Diatiiot Sdiool Board at Malda? 

(c) If not, will the Hon'ble Minister l»^{deased to state the reason 
ikmoif 
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Th§ HonW0 Khrni BMhidur M. ABDUL KARIM! (a) A stAtement is 
laid on the Table. 

(b) No. 

(<?) The question of establishing a District School Board in Malda 
is under the consideration of Government. 


Staiemerd referred to in reply to dame (a) of starred question No. 174. 


(a){i) 1. 

24-Pargana8. 

9. 

Rangpur. 

2. 

Nadia. 

10. 

Jalpaiguri. 

3. 

Murshidabad. 

11. 

Dacca. 

4. 

Howrah, 

12. 

Myrnenaingh. 

5. 

Birbhum. 

13. 

Faridpur. 

6 . 

Pabna. 

14. 

Bakarganj. 

7. 

Bogra. 

15. 

Chittagong. 

8 . 

Dinajpur. 

16. 

Noakhali. 


17. Tippera. 
(it) 


District School Board. 


Total expenditure 
incurred (grant paid) 
by Clovernment up to 
1940-41 since the 
enforcement of the 
Act in the district. 


Total expenditure 
incurred by the 
District School 
Board from Govern- 
ment grant and 
other sources up to 
1940-41 since the 
enforcement of the 
Act in the district. 



1 


2 

3 






Ks. 

Kb. 

a. 

p- 

1. 

24-Parganas 


97,518 

3.06,968 

13 

9 

2. 

Nadia 


3,81,356 

6,09,084 

2 

4 

3. 

Murshidabad 


3,12,952 

5,01,749 

0 

0 

4. 

Howrah 


1,43,922 

79,044 

8 

0 

5. 

Birbhum 


4,58,215 

5,69,475 

0 

0 

6. 

Pabna 


4,09,842 

6,76,272 

0 

0 

7. 

Bogra 


4,38,895 

6,06,907 

0 

0 

8, 

Dinajpur 


4,91,930 

7,86,365 

0 

0 

9. 

Rangpur 


5,92,952 

9,63,605 

0 

0 

10. 

Jalpaiguri . . 

. 

3,60,698 

6,02,033 

8 

0 

11. 

Dacca 


14,62,510 

20,66,170 

9 

6 

12. 

Mymensingh 


20,19,722 

38.97,018 

0 

0 

13. 

Faridpur 


6,58,945 

4,67,047 

0 

0 

14. 

Bakarganj . . 


2,07,011 

3,46,339 

0 

0 

15. 

Chittagong . . 
NoiAhalf^ 


9,80,592 

13,97,502 

0 

0 

16. 


8,93,346r.£ 


Id 

0 

17. 

Tippera ' 


9,08,985 

15,71, «f9 

0 

0 


(tii) Tlte remaining distriota in iht province. 
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Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will tlie Hou'ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the Beuf^al (Rural) Primary Education Act will 
be enforced in the remaining districts? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As time ffoea 
on, becauHe arconlinf? to the Rural Priiunrv Kduration Art itnelf from 
the Preaiiible you will find that pro^fresnive realisation i.s the objert 
to be achieved. Tp till now we have this Art in force in 17 districts. 
1 mean School Hoards have lieen established in 17 ilistricts and six out 
of the.se 17 district.s are ^^ethn^^ etlucution free. 

Mr. NIJCUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon'Ide Minister be 
pleased to state if. in view of the pre-tent circunistances, ( ioverniiient 
are willin^^ to spare the otlier districts troin the iinpoHitiim of the edu* 
cation cess P 

The Hon*bte Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As a matter of 
fact in Howrah althouj»'h ress wa.s imposed, for tfie time Ixon^ the 
Hon'hle Munster in ehai^/e nl the Revenue Department has h\ his 
<»rder siispinnled tlie irnpnsition o{ the tax Simihu is the case with 
Dinajjmr ami Rajshahi 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Horrble Minister be 

pleased to consnler thf‘ flesirabilit\ of consulting the lejiresentatives of 
Malda before connnj/ to a final decision as re^nirds the niiposition of 
the fax in Mulday 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That will be 
done 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be plea.sed to extend this eleinenes about suspension of realisa- 
tion of the tax to the Hakar^^anj rlistriet 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Yes. if Hakar^ 
gauj can make out a strong case. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Wilf ihe Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state why (roveniment suspended the realisation of the taxP 
Was it due to any representation from the Tenants’ Association or wae 
it on the representation of the landlords of that particular distrietP 

Tlii No«*tii# Khan BaNadiir M. ABDUL KARIM: On general 
repreeentafliqtf aa recommended by the District Officers and the Diri* 
•ional Commissioner. 
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Provisions for soourity prisonorSi 

MTS. Mr. 4NANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDARs (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that in a 
Press Note, dated the 27th July, 1941, Government have announced the 
sanction of — 

(i) cotton mattresses and pillows; 

(u) four dhotis; 

(Hi) **patis'' in summer and additional bedding in winter at the 
discretion of the Superintendent ; and 

(iv) installation of a w’ireless receiving set at Hijli to the security 
prisoners at Government cost? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the articles mentioned in clause 

(a) have been supplied to the security prisoners at Hijli? 

(c) If so, when? 

(d) If any of the articles hare not yet been supplied, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in charga of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hoffblo 
Mr. A. K. Failul Huq): (a) I refer the honourable member to the 
Government Press Note of the 20th July, 1041, a copy of which is 
laid on the Library Table and to the revised Security Prisoners Rules 
a copy of which was laid on the Library Table in connection with the 
answer to unstarred question No. 83 given by my predecessor on the 8th 
September, 1941. 

(b) Yes. excepting and a wirelcvss receiving set. 

(c) Mattresses and pillows were supplied in November, 1941, and 
other articles as and when recpiired by the security prisoners. 

(d) As the hot season was over before any arrangement could be 
made for the supply of ^'pntut'* of the required measurement this was not 
done in the last summer. 

As the prisoners have wnce been removed to other jails the question 
of supplying radio set at Hijli no longer arises. 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether radio set will be supplied to those who 
were in Hijli Jail when they^are transferred? 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQM sh«lt be f>Mpmd to 
oonsider that. 
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Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITIt In view of the fact that 

Mr. Jnanendra Chandra Majtimdar, m.l.a., is not here, will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government will be w^illing 
to supply the prisoner with copies of the Government Press note of the 
26th July. 1941, and the revised Security Prisoners Rules, copies of 
which were laid on the Library Table? 


THa Hoffi’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* I do not know if that can 
be done under the rules. If there is no objection I shall do so. 

Mr. NIKUNilA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon ble Minister bo 
pleased to state from which side the objection may arise? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: These things are governed 
by rules. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If there is no bur to senrling copies to 
the member who i.s inside the jail, it will be done. 


Allowiimi drawn by Hon’ble Ministari for tour during January, 1M2, 

in Notkhtli. 

M76. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: {a) Will the Uon ble Minister 

in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(t) w'hen did the ITon’ble ('hief Minister and his colleagues actually 
arrive at Noakbali; 

(it) which place.s they visited during their tour in the Sudar 
subdivision of the district; and 

(Hi) what was the object of their visits to those places? 


(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister l»e pleased to state how much travel- 
ling allowance and halting uliowance has each of the Hon’ble Ministers 
drawn for their tour in Noakbali in January, 1942? 

Tho Hon*blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) 18th January, 1942. 

(n) Noakhaii, Begumganj, Raipur, Lakshmipur and Basurhat. 
The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department visited 
the ftr^i^iwo.j^la^jes oxUy.cjyii . ^4 

(iai) Official iouro. 
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Travelling 

allowance. 

Daily 

allowance. 


Ra. a. 

Rs. 

' (6) Hon’ble Chief Minister . . 

190 0 

90 

Hon’ble Minister (Com- 
munications and Works) 

274 9 

135 

Hon’ble Minister (Co- 
operative Credit and 
Rural Indebtedness) . . 

272 0 

135 

Hon’ble Minister (Edu- 
cation) 

46 0 

150 


Ilon’ble Minister, Edueation, performed the rail and steamer journey 
on requisition, the cost of which is not known to me. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'hle Minister he 
please<l to state if it is more exptuisive to tra^e] on reijuisition ^ 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Tlie ])OMition is tliis. 
Travellin^^ on reiiuisition is sometimes less expensive hecause in such 
eases only actual expenses are i»aid, whereas if tickets are ])urchased 
the Ministers will he entitled to lar^^er amcnints. It all de]>ends on 
the distance travelled and other circumstances Sometimes it is less 
expensive and sometimes it is more expensive. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state if the Hon’ble Minister in charj^e of Education only 
performed the journev to the first two places how does the travelling 
allowance become more than that of other Ministers I*" 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a question which 
it is impossible for me to answer, but I may tell the House that the 
whole question of the travelling allowance of Ministers is engaging 
our attention and we are trying to economise as much as possible in 
future. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN: AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased io state how long the Hon’ble Education Minister stayed in 
Noakhulih 

Tha Hofl’bM Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know the exact 

number of davs, but I think it may be two or three daya. 

A ' - 

Dr. NALIMAKiHA lAMYAL: As the amount draihi ia Ba. 150, 
it must be ten days at the rate of Ba. 15 a day. 
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Mauivi MAFIZUODIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state wlietlier the Hon'ble IMiieutiuu Minister saw the 
Principal of the Feni Collejre.'' 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have ni>l f^nt the informa- 
tion before me, hut it the iiitorniation is u.inted, I sitall he fflad to 
supply it if a separate questioii j.s put, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What is the rat 4* of daily 
allowance adini's.silile to !" 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It iV Ks I > within the 
province am! J’* (•nt.-'Klc tin* j>ro\iiic»* 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will tlic llon hlc MiniHtpj he 
jileiKsed to state it he is aware tliat the rate has la‘en cliaiif^etl since 
the ITlli DectMiihcr, Ut-tl!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not aware 

Security prisoner 8J. Abani Chakravarty. 

M77A. (SiioHi voTKf ) Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) 

Is the H on’lde Minister in charii^e of the llome (Political) Department 
aware — 

(i) that security prisoner Sj, Abani ('hakravarty of Hujshahi lias 
been transferred from Deoli to Fate^arh Jail; 

(u) that he is still suffcrinj^ from throat trouble; 

(ill) that the throat trouble has since increased; and 

(ir) that he is suspected to be attacked with tubeiculosis ^ 

(h) If the answer to (/i) (tr) is in the affirmative will the HorPhle 
Minister be pleased to state what arranKcment has been made for hia 
medical treatment? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering tVie desirability of — 

(i) releasing him at this state; or 

(it) transferring him to a jail where he can be placed under proper 
medical treatment? 

Ttw Hon’Mt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) to (c) The prisoner has 
been defined ^^e^ the orders of the ^]ii|ld Pr^Y 4 acff^ (loTeyiunent. 

This Oovemment have no information. 
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Mr. MliHITHA MATH KUMDUs In view of the seriouB complaint 
made regarding the health of the prisoner, will the Hon’bW Minister 
be pleased to consider the desirability of transferring him to a place 
where best medical treatment is available? 

The Hofi’ble Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQs It is not possible for this 
Government to take action of its own motion, but if a representation is 
made, I shall be prepared to forward it with my recommendations to 
the United Provinces Government. 

« 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what responsibility the Government of Bengal has in 
connection with such prisoners who are residents of Bengal but may 
have been temporarily detained under the orders of another Provincial 
Government P 

Th# Hon’bb Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; It is a comprehensive 

question. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. It is a very simple question. 

The Hofi'ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ; No, it is not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! My question is what responsibility 
has this Government got in regard to persons who are permanent resi- 
dents but who may be temporarily under the custody of another 
province P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This question raises some 
important points. If my honourable friend puts a separate question, 
I can enquire and supply him with information. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Communal Ratio Rules to non-technical posts. 


78. Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government (Medical) 
Department be pleased to state whether he is contemplating 
restricting the application of Communal Ratio Rules regarding services 
to non-technical posts alone P 

(6) If the answ^^tq (a) is in the dSrroative, wiff t^e^Hpn'ble 
Minister be pleasthA fd state wbatV steps he proposes to lake to safeguard 
the interest of the Muslim community P 
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MINfSTEf? in ehvgn of th$ PUBLIC HCALTH mid LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (th$ Hoii’IHt Mr. SsRtMll 
Kimur Bisu): (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

BabM MAOHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Hoii’fHe Minister is in a position to assign 
any reasons on which his answer ui the negative with regard to (<j) was 
based ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The reasons are that 
it is not so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state without any expressions of passion if the communal 
ratio rules provide for securing the best medical help in the various 
institutions irrespective (»f crmiinunal considerations P 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: There are two parts 

of the question : wliich part am I to answer P 

Or. NALINANK8HA 8ANYAL: Both. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Put them separately 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Pleuso do not arrogate to yourself 
the power of the Speaker 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: (trder^ order, Dr. Sanyul. Please 
answer, Mr. Basu, the second part of the question. 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With regard to the 
Medical Depart men l . the quest irm of communal ratio does arise when 
it come.s under the rules. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
intelligent enough to answer jmiperly 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: I rise on a point of order, Sir. 

I would^ask for your ruling if any member of this House is entitled to 
address an Hon’ble Minister as to whether the Hon’ble Minister is 
iirtel|igent enough or something like that. 

Mr^, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is very dei^irable that members 
ahould desist from using such expressioor Jn t^e > 
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0r. MAUMAK8HA 8AMYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister use sucii 
language which may be intelligible to the members putting the 
question, that is, will the Hon'ble Minister deal with foolish members 
like myself in an intelligent way 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question, Dr. SanyalP 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will ibe Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the selection of the technical staff under 
his department considerations other than merit do not come into playP 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as communal 
ratio rules are binding on the department, probably the requirements 
of merit may have to be sacrificed at times. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether communal ratio rules make any distinction 
between technical and non-technical services P 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: In some cases they 
make but I think it is accepted that where the question of a technical 
appointment requires the consideration of merit to be of paramount 
importance Government may make a departure. 


Enquiry into the firing at KaliganJ. 

79. Mr. FARHAD REZA CHOWDHURY : un AVill the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
the Committee appointed fo' enquire into the firing at Kaliganj, 
Murshidabad, have submitted their report? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a 
copy of the said report P 

(c) Have the Government taken any action on the said report? 

Thi Hon’blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No Committee was 

appointed. 

(6) and (c) Do not arise. 

Hold Oyot QifiMiOfit. 

(As soon as starred question No. 59 was called out, Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali stood' up andaaid:) 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, it is very difficult for us to 
put Bupplementary questions on questions held over without being 
previously prepared for this. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* What is your sujrgestion thenP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I sug«rest that these held over 
questions be t^ikeii up to-iiiorr(>w or the day after so \hat we may (’omo 
prepared with the necessary papers. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All n>ht, these held over questions will 
be taken up to-morrow. 

Questions over. 


IrranganiMits regarding the administration of the Atesmhly offlos 
in the abeenco of t|ia Hon’ble Mr. ipoaker. 

Dr. NALINAKK8HA SANYAL: a point of order, Sir. May I 

enquire once more wliat arrangements have been made with regard to 
the admmistratifin of the Assernblx office and the powers of the Deputy 
Speaker in the absence of the Hon’ble the SpeaktT to be exenosed 
either temporujrily or pennanently I have been raising* this point 
from day to day but 1 am sorrv I have not yet ^ot anv reply to that 
although you liad kindly promised to conault the Home Department ami, 
then giye your ruling on the matter aa^earlv as jiossible. May we 
know, Sir, when you will kindly eulightei^us on the situation P 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PPEAKER: I have, in fart, been considenng the 
matter and I hope I will be able to give m> decision on it very soon 
after 1 have consulted with the Home Dejiartmenf uml the Hon’ble the 
Speaker. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we, Sir, have an idea as to the 
date when you will be able to give your decision P 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is impossible for me to do so now^ 
but r expect to give my decision on Saturday or Monday next. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA SANYAL I Duaak Sir. 
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37— Education — General. 

\ 

[The debate on the demand for grant under the “37 — Education — 
General” was then resumed.] 

Babu RADHA NATH DAS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
move my cut motion, namely, that the demand of Rs. 1,71,00,000 
for exf)enditure under the head “37 — Education — General” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. This I do with a view to raising a discussion about the 
inadequacy of the amount provided for Scheduled Castes’ education. 

I may say, at the outset. Sir, that 1 also support the motion moved 
by my friend to my right, I mean Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta who is a 
prominent member and the Deputy Leader of our party. At this 
period. Sir, when every mind is agitated over the present w'orld crisis 
due to war arid especially due to Japanese aggression because Rengal 
is so situated that this province will be the first victim of Japanese 
attack. And so our minds have been troubled to a very considerable 
extent. However, Sir, the main s^ps to remove and alleviate this 
trouble and anxieties from our minds does not so much depend on us 
but mainly upon the line of action that may l)e taken by the British 
Government towards India. And if any line of action is to be taken 
at all, it should l)e t-aken without any further delay. In these circum- 
stanc'es, nobody i.s in a mood practic<illy to think alout the Scheduled 
Castes’ affairs and other matters of lesser imjHirtance. Rut, Sir, as 
this mutter, such as is contained in my cut motion has been brought 
before us by the Cabinet for disciis.sion, 1 cannot remain silent, without 
uttering a word in criticising it. 

To come now to the point. Sir, the cut motion that stands in my 
name relates to ^be inadequacy of the amount provided for Scheduled 
Castesi education. 1 should draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister 
ooncenied and also of the whole Cabinet to the fact that the amount 
proviiled for the edut'ation of Schedule<l Castes’ lioys and girls is 
quite jwltry, inaJlequate an<l insignificant. Tluit this is .so will be 
admitted by everybody when he will consider seriously about and go 
into ' the matter of the educational backwardness of the Scheduled 
Castes. First of all, if we look into the question of population of 
Scheduled C^istes w^e will see that practically one-fifth of the total 
population of Bengal belongs to the Scheduled Castes, and in fact the 
number of Scheduled Caste people in Bengal exceeds the number of 
caste Hindu people. Another most important point, and that is my 
second point, is that the Sche^led Caete people are generally poor, and 
so poor that they cannot {n most cases provide for the educational 
expenses of their children. The point It that the . Shhedtiled Caste 
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people are practically without any education: tiie li^^ht of education 
has not dawned upon them. They are not only uneducated, hut tliey 
are almost totally illiterate and i^'^norani. Tliese three points comhiuad 
together, that is to ^a\^ their jj|Jlilerai > . theit^ poverty and the va'itness 
of their pojtulation, reprt'^^ent uiHlouhtedl\ a very good cause for 
Government to take j)ropeT^«n(l adequate '<tep'j and a vio'v sincere move 
towards the advancement ot t'ducatioii ot the Selieduied ('aste people of 
Bengal. But 1 see that (ioverumeut has only sam tioueil an amount ot 
Es. l.oU, ()()() towards tlii'^ impoitant subject. S<», 1 cntiinit hut accu.se 
Govenimeut hy saxiug that (rovenimeut is most nTjnjthelie toswirds the 
advancement and imitrnv »*ment td the Sche<luled Caste ))eejde (d Beiiiral 
and this SpccUsat ii’ii <d' mine tan !»»> ampl\ pii)\ed it I giv»‘ examples as 
to what otin*r pi(»Mnces aie (Icnii’ I'O tin* caiisf (d ediicut imial arlvame- 
ment ot tht* memher-' of the S( li«*duled Cash*s 

Sir, tils) (d all lei me i.ik«* the casf> of Bomha\ . The llousr \m 11 
find that a \er\ huge ^lyiidao ol s( Iniiai ships. sti)>ends and fiee- 
studentship> hi(\f hem j.:i\en |m ilo* St (irduh'd ('.i>!e >lU(l(‘nls and this 
] will show fi'fluii a it'poit IOlhlI•^hed I'X the Ittouhay (io^ernmetd in tin* 
veai The jcpoil iun> thus “( fo\ fiiimeut it.uc leccidly taken 

spe( ial me.i'iiie' loi i he a<l\ .immiHil id eilmatiioi ammij^ llie Scheduled 
Classes. A*' a result of tlo‘s*> measur*'^. Si lietluh’d Class studeiils in all 
Arts and JMoiessiomd ( olh'ge". (Joveinment as well as non-t iovei nmeni , 
will iecejvt‘ full 1 leo-sl udioit-'lii p" a^ well as s< holarslu J»s at llie rate of 
Us I'l in Alts Colh^i's aihl Us Vd i.» IC dd piM- mensem in Und'essional 
Colleges. All students m (i(t\einmmi s(M(HMhu.\ diiii'nls will receive 
full ft ee-sfvdeiitships. ami all siudeiiis m ( io\ ei uTlI'f^rd as well as non- 
(i(>\el nmeut setomhu\ sthottN W lio ale eligible under (he rules, will 
also get s< holaishijis ;u the rate of U«'r'4 to Us. 8 per mensem. Th# 
(jiiestioirsd grant td full 1 1 ee-si tidtMitship to all Silieduled Class students 
in non-Government secondary seloiols is tinder consitJi'fation. 

.Sir, another report trv the same (foverumeiit in the year ItiUft will 
show how mui h the ]h)mha\ Gnvernijo'rit is keen on the improvement 
and advancement <»f the Schefluled ('aste cdiicalityii. Cef me rend somi^ 
lines from the report and it will he quite clear how Ijiucli mv stafeiiient 
i** correcL AsteganU erlucational iaeilities thef^re staling thus: “It 
is thus tlie declared policy ol (io\4-inmeiit that no disenmination sliould 
he made agaimst the Sciieduled ( ‘astes in ediK'at lonal institutions aided 
Iroiii public funds (»n the ground <d raste. With a view to enforcing 
the strict observance ot this polio by local authorities Government has 
alsr» proiiuilgated a rule uroler the Bombay J^rimury Education Ard, 
1924, to the effect that no grant shall tie paid to a local authority in 
respec t ot a school where admission i|L refuned to any pupil on the 
ground ol ca»te or community.” Now^ftiis is very important. The 
rule further piovides that “if no pupils belonging io the Scheduled 
Csates are actually attending a achool it will he presumed that admission 
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is refused to such pupils within the meaning of this rule unless 

the school board proves to the satisfaction of the Director of Public 
Instruction that no such pupils are residing within a distance of one 
mile from the school buifding or adducfa other satisfactory reasons for 
the absence of such pupils from the schools.” 

The "Bombay Government have also gifen an enormous number of 
'free-studeiitships and scholarships to Scheduled Caste students and they 
are the following: Pupils of the Scheduled Castes are exempted from 
the payment of feetili all j)rimarv schools and in Government secondary 
schools, provided the pupils are certified to be poor. 

Then, Sir, sufficient hostel accommodation has been mad^ by the 
Bombay Government. 

Arrangements liave also been made l)y the Bombay Government for 
awarding special sclHdarshijKs tor foreign studies. Iliree special 
Hcliolarsliips for prosecution ol liiglier studic-; in England are alscc being 
awarded to Scbedulc'd (’aste candidates. have also made arrange- 

ment for training in industries and so tar a^ members ot the Sclieduled 
(-ustes are eonceined, the\ an* allowed free training.’ They are not 
recpiired to pay any charge tor training in industries or tor any otlier 
jirofwsional training. The report says: The Scheduled (hastes who 
are engaged in indtistries like tanning, weaving, rojie-making, etc., are 
deriving ©onsiderahle benefit tiom the training in the oigaiii^c’d methods 
of these industries trom the jK‘ri}»atetic demonstrations organised hy the 
Industries l)<»partment speciallx with a view to henetit these castes. 
The benetil of the Tanning Scho(d and the E(*at)ier A\ orking Sc'hool at 
Khar also mainly goes to the Scheduled ('astes. 

The Madras Government has also published a similar report. From 
these reports it is quite evident how these j>rovinces are eager and willing 
to imiirove the condition of the Scheduled ("astes. The Madras (jovern- 
ment report will show that a very large uumher ot scholarshiiis and 
etipeu4i are awarded to the Scheduled Caste students in the department 
of ordinary education, in the dejiartmeiit of special education, in 
commercial and jirofeSsional education and in industrial education. 
They have also mide vsufficieiit provision for hostel accommodation and 
other boarding accommodation and the members of Sch^uled Castes are 
not Required to jiay any charges for lodging and boarding in hostels 
and other IwardingvS, From this it is quite evident how far other 
provinces, specially Bombay and Madras Governments, are keen, serious 
and willing to improve the educational backwardness of the Scheduled 
Castes. So, when I consider how much is Wing done by other provinces 
like Bombay and Madras for the Scheduled Castes and compare the 
same with Bengal, I cannot ^ut say that these other provinces unlike 
Bengal are really eager amt sincerely anxious for the educational 
advancement and improvement of the Scheduled Castes..,. I would there- 
fore request and demand that the Government should come to its senses 
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by doing good to the Scheduled Caste people and augment the grant for 
the advancement of the Scheduled Castes and make it a point to s[>end 
at least Rs. 10 lakhs for the educational advancement of the Scheduled^ 
Caste people of Bengal. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir. 1 heg to move f^t the 
demand for Rs. 1,71,00,000 for expenditui^ under the head “07 — 
Education — General” he reduce<l hv Rs. 10(h The object of my motion 
is to raise a discussion al>oiit IlonTde Education Minister’s utterance at 
Comilla with reference to the Muslim Ivovs of the C(unilla Victoria 
College, r 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the .shameless aiul cowanlly utterances 
which the Ediuxition Mini.^tei made at Camilla witli ret«‘re‘nce to the 
Muslim lH)ys of the Comilla Victoria College h\ the latter part of 
December, 1041. <m hi> fir.st vi.mt to Comilla after he had become n 
Minister, has comjielleil me to mo\e this cut motion. 

Sir, Khan Bahadui Abdul Karim wa*' s\v<»rn in as a Minister on the 
Kith December, 1941. lie aent to Comilla on the 2”)th or the 2()th 
December, 1941 .Vgcnt*. <‘ngaged to stage a rei-epfion at the 

lailwav station ^'lgolou^ attemj)ts were iiuole hut all eflorts pioved 
alMirtive. ’rh(‘ Hon’hle Edmation .Ministei Hew into a rage. He was 
told that Muslim Ik*\>. of the Comilla \’i<tona Collejie t^Ktk A leading 
part in orgjiiiising a ImiuxUi. Without caring t-o impiiie wlu'lher the 
accusal uuis made against the students were correct or not the great 
fa^'cist leader Khan Bahadui Abdul Kaiim sent for the Muslim 
Professors of the Victoria College and thrwitened Uiem with drasti<' 
action and ihuudered : “To begin with 1 will rusticate 2a per cent, of 
these MiLslim 1 mi\s These sons <d cultivators must g<i hack to culti- 
vation. What light ha\e they got for higher education Sir, 
nobody would have minded it these irresiKinsible things were uttered 
by an irre.sponsible man. J would liave personally con.sidered it ,b<^h>w 
my notice if tlo' bourgeois b*ader in his ]»ersonal rapacity indulged in 
ravings like this But when a Minister, suppos^ t^» be res[>onMible to 
a popular Government, makes an utterance like tluH^il lias to be con-- 
sidered on aH lU iK^orings 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Was it a public meeting h 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Yes, .Sir It was not a private 
meeting. Many other pe<»ple were present. Now, Sir, I apprehende<l 
this outburst might foreshailow a nmlignant jM»lic} to be pursued by 
the pres^iU Itindii Sablui-Forwanl Blooridden Ministry (owurds the 
Muslim students in general. My apprehension was amply demon- 
strated by the truel ami ruthless action^ taken against the Mualim 
students in the province at the instance of the Ministers. Stiidentn 
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Afire Aee/J arrested at Laksham simply for crying “Allah-o-Akbar — 
Muslim Le^^nie Zindabad”. A student leader Maulvi Abdul Hamid 
Majumdar and a proniiiient Leaj^ue worker Maulvi Abdul Matin have 
been hoine-inlerned just on tbe eve of tbe visit to Tippera by Khan 
Bahadur Karim, Khan Baluidiir Ilashem Ali Khan and Maulvi 
iShaiufitlddin Ahmed by the latter jxirt of the third week of eJanuary, 
1942. Mr. Abdul Momin, n.A., Mr. Ilabibiir Rahman, a B.A. candi- 
date, and some others of C’omilla have been pro.‘'ecuted. Muslim students 
were expelled from the Feni (’ollej^e. Their schobirships were cancelled. 
Some of these have very brilliant careers. They have been indeed the 
best flowers of the colle^^e. Yet these rutliles«> actions were taken 
ufrainst them. l)i<l they really merit these atixicioiis actions'* Some 
shameless claim has been made b\ someone in the Ministry that they 
had mdiiinjr to do with these affair'*. But may I ask Khan Bahadur 
Karim through you, Sir, xsliethei he. bs placing; his hands on his 
breast, can say that he had m^ hand in the mattei or that he had not 
^iven aii\ oril«‘r in writinj^ oi \eibal to the Principal oi tlu' (’olle; 4 :e for 
the barbarous actions taken airain^t the students’' From all these it 
woubl he ahundantls clear that Khan Bahadur Karim’s utterance at 
Comilla foreshadowed the repressive }K)lic\ pursued by the present 
Ministr\ against tin* Muslim students 

Now, Sit, let Us cdHsidei the much-haled Itiscist mentality that 
chai acterises tin* llon’ble Filucatinn Minisiei, oi tor the matter of that 
the wlude Miiiistr\. The ju(*sent Ministrx, com|H>sed as it is, <»1 some 
react ionat'N ebmieiits and die-hards, cannot but Imdc with an e\e <jt 
contempt to the tillers ol the sod — the Muslims o| Bengal 
Dr. Moid\(Mj(‘e, a iNpKal die-hard. wh(‘n‘\ei he U’ot's ami whene\ei he 
.spiNiKs, hrin|.!s Indl with him B\ education, culture, tradition .ind 
5us( cjit ibilit les he canmU but look down ujHm the (uilt ivators. The 
ilon’hle Mr. Fazlul Hmi pla\s a secoml tiddle to Di M<K>kerjee. Then 
Mr. Ikisu ami Mr. Baneijee are of the s4ime leather. The les.s spoken 
s>l the Xawabs, the Mahatajas and similai other stalwarts of the pre.sent 
Ministry, the better. To crown all the Ministr\ appear to have the 
blessinjrs of the fifth columnisis and the t^altoI^ oi the countrv. 
(Fproai . ) 

\Some membets oi the (\>alition Part\ wanted to rise^on a point of 
order all at once.i 


Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Members should address 
me and not put nuestions direct to the honourable member. 


The HOfi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The honourable member 
ha.s said that tliis Ministry has the blessinj^s of fifth ODlunmists. Doe.s 
the honourable member admit that he made that statement!^ 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is ;i])so]uteIv imjhvpor jiuJ I hope 
that members will not use such expressions. 

(Cries oi “withdraw” iwm the Coiilition Benches.) 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: On a [>oint of 
order. C^nr >T5T, 

?l fifth columnist =T?Rt=T ^ 

? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I ha\c alicadx s.jul that >uch exjrrcs" 
sioiC' are improper 1 will sta* whcihei tins expK’.ssKm •'Icadil iorni 
part of the j>ro(‘eed in or not. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: rulin^r 

i]^ ’ifi' ^1 5fWl vftr^ 

3tri fw^rsR 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will see tlie iele\aiit jyortioii oj the 
rejmit he<aiise 1 have imi! Ite.od the e\a( t woids ns(»il 1)\ the lion<iiira1de 
memhei. 1 lia\e aliead\ s.cd ih,»t the e\pre^''io?( )s mipKtpei and it 
will he ni\ iliitv to see whethei th.s expiessioii s|ntuld toiiii part of the 
pi'Of eediii;:'' or not. 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur HASHEM ALI KHAN: He should he 

aske<l what expiC'^ion he a< mails ti-^ed 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 shall see the lele\ant jKOlKin of tho 

ie]H)i t 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Si. i w.oild h. ahsolutely 

futile to e\pe( t ati\th nj; heltei Ikuii .a .MiiJis|f\ ot this 

S’r. mh'\atMr- ha’.i^ been lo 'k**d down tipou In a ,,Jh*(l popular 
Minisfr\ Whiuhl \(»u (all loin a populat Mnj;stcj <»i a fascist Minishor' 

J draw th(‘ .^loinied »:?cMt’on cf th»- huiouiahle Mu'liin M H \ 'h 
opposite to fhe text cf the oiith'itst I'hi-\ shinihi taki* h'ssoii tr<»m 
it. -f 

Sir, what is the ofienee <»f the Muslim ln»ys fhe f'oinilla \dctoMa 
('ollej^p'r Their ofieine is that ihe\ .«ie muis of (ullnalors. But (i 
man of Khan Bahadur Kanin s < ult (aii l.ttle tliink that we feel proud 
that we are tlie sons of j>arasites hut of ( ultivator- ulm earn 

their fireitd the honest sweat of their hrows 1 a.ssure Khan Bahadur 
Karim that the Muslim Imas of tfie ('omilla Victoria fVillepre do fe^l 
equally proud. '^They know full well thiit their forefathers Adam 
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delved and Eve span. But we stagger to think as to what we should 
call a man who disowns his paternity. It is left to the people for 
'^imegination. 

Sir, students of every country are the future hopcfhls of the nation. 
The Muslim students naturally frdlow the events driftiug in the country. 
They genuinely believe in the Muslim League to be the only emancipator 
of Muslim India. Tliey love it — they adore it with the blood of their 
life. They painfully watched the naked betrayals and treacheries 
j)er}K‘trated to the Muslim League by some stalwarts of Bengal. 
Naturally they could not see e\e to e\e with the edifice that stood on 
sucIj !)etrayals and treacheries. If this })e a sin, then I must confess 
tluit Muslim students are sinners like ourselves. What did the students 
after all do? Tlie\ siniplx ga\e vent to theii \iews regarding the 
present Ministry in a lawful \\a\. Sir, would we take it tliat the 
Bengal (Government have degenerated into a barbarous stage where 
expressions of individual views are crimes'' Tlie Muslim students have 
been most wantonly oppressed, rcpresseil, jiersecuted and prosecuted. 

It has been really a rub* ot tyranny upon the Muslim students. The 
law of the jungle jirevaileil here and nolnxlx’s life was secure. The 
Muslim students 4Uid Muslim League workers were inhumanl\ 
tyranised right 4 ind left. Tin* Muslim officers wei'e thrown ironi post 
to pillar 4ind trom pillar to f>ost. The whole atmosfdiere was surcharged 
with a dark curse. It would appear that tin* whole hell was let loose 
in the Muslim Bengal. Be that as it nm\ . the country is taking stock 
of the {itrocities and tyrannies and the d.i\ of reckoning is fast 
apjiroaching. 

Sir, 1 need hardl\ dilate on the abject utterance (d Khan Bahadur 
Karim. I can only sa\ this much that a tongue that utters such vile 
and ignominous things slnitild be branded 1 do not know if the 
Hoirble Minister is j»oing to admit or den,\ the statement. Sir. 1 was 
taken alwu'k when I c^ime ti> bsarii fi'om my friend Mr. Shahedah, 
that Khan Bahadur Sahib is goinu to deny the allegations. I 
would little dream that our Khan Baliadur Abdul Karim would 
degeuemte himsalf into such a de])th so stmn. I isiin simply pity the 
man. It is cowardly to indulge in filth and dirt but it i.s doubly 
cowardly to deny such indulgence when confronted. 

With these observations I commend niN motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr, HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Ks. 1 ,71 .(Ht.OOt) under the head “-tT — Education — General” 
be redined by Bs. lOB. The object ot my motion i.s to raise a dis* 
cussion alH)ut the interference by outside agency such Police and 
otlier exei'utive ofticei^ in the management and other internal 
administration of the edmatioual institutions for purpo^s other than 
eduootional. 
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I propose to show just the nature of interference deferred to in the 
motion. Sir; the District Board of Noiikhali wanted the services of a 
ieadin^ ou the Kducutiou Cowwittee. This frentlenmn is 

a first class M.A. of the (alcuUa rniversity. Lie has established a 
Ilijjh Sclux)l and e tlirls’ Middle English School in his native villaj^e. 
His chief interest has always been in educational matters. But, Sir, 
he suffered imprisonment tor h.ivin^^ j<uned the Con^Mcss Satyajrraha 
movement in Jftdtl-dl. The authorities did '^not ajiprove of his 
nomination. 

Tlien, Sir, the Head Ma-'ter of .1 llijrh School in the X<Kikhali 
district ^^■a^ asked h.\ the Additional I)«*put\ Supt*nnt<Midcjil ot Police 
by a written slij) tn su|)j>l\ intoini.ition about the nnoennmi ol jM>litu'al 
suspects which was consid*Me<l t<» be most humiliating*' and lu* refused 
to do so The ic'.ult was ih.it oideis ol jcstriction were impos«‘d uikui 
him whiih (ompidled him to ?esi;/n the }>ost 'Die Head Master ol tlie 
very ‘v;nne IIi^»h Si hmd pn'sided at a tunction under the auspices of the 
ron^TCss and }ioist<'d the Xation.il Lda;* The mallei was rel(‘rred to 
the authorities h\ tlie Polne. Tin* lesult is that the j^rant-in-siid of 
this institution has remaim*d suspemhnl indetinitidy . Very recimtly 
an election was hidd h\ the c-nardians ot stndents ol tin* l*’eni ('olle^?e 
and Bahu S. M Diitla. n.i. . w.is elected as one oi the representat ive.s 
on tlie ( io\ (‘rninv^ liod\ hut the electnin was not approved by the 
EAliicatioii Dcjiaitinent, j»tesumahl\ on confidential imlici* reports. 
This frenilemaii suftered imprisonment lot haxinv*' ilisolieyed a jiarti- 
cnlar order imtHised upon him h\ the District Magistrate to the effect 
that he should have to ie|Mui attendance at the thaiia. But now this 
f^entlemaii has settled down in lite ami is praitisiiij; as a lawver at the 
I'eni Bar. Instances ol this nature ran he iniilt ijilied . 1 believe the 

honouiahle members of this House who aie conneclf*d witli educational 
iiisntution.s and who t^ike keen interest in educational imitterM of the 
piovince will a^^ree with me that sn<h acts of interference are very 
common nowadays. l''ixuij these iact.s it spetn.s t^i me that the jM»licv 
of tlie ( jovernmeiit is that every precaiilion should he tak(*n to see 
that the idesi <d nationalism niav not creep into the s;icre«l jirecnnls 
of erlinational institutions ami that the yuMn^ minds are not corniplerl. 
It has therefore become neressary to eliminate fiom the staffs and 
Manaj^iiiiT ronimitiees and (invernin^ Bodies <»} edmational institutions 
persons who are nationallv -minded or Conner ted with national or^iniwi- 
tioiis. How Jonjjr will sm h arts rd inter f»‘reiic<‘ cmitinue is a (|nestion 
for the present (iovernmeni whnh to all appearances i.s a National 
Ooveriimeiit to answer. 

With these few words, I commend juy motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 


Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKAR: Sir, I he^ to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1 ,71 under the bear! “37 — Education — General*' 
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he rerluref] hv R*^. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a dis- 
cusHioii al>out the neceM>ity (if a further annual recurring grant of 
R.s. 5,00,0^0 for the education of the Scheduled Castes of the province 
in consideration of inadecjuacy of the provi.^ion for the puiTKise in the 
budget. 

The Sc}jedul(‘d Caffte-^ of this province form nearly one-fifth of the 
whole [Mipulalion. The\ are \er\ poor and evei\body know^ that they 
are backward in education. Sir, to-day I could have slniwn by facts 
and figui'(*s their actual }K>sitb)n with repard to their progress in 
education, I could have >hown b\ facts and figuie*' their numerical 
strength in the jii-ovince, I could ha\e ^how n by facts and figures their 
actual economic condition, and I could ha\e shown by facts and figures 
their actual situation with legaid to the jolitical status in this 
jirovince. It is u ell-known. Sir, to one and all specially tlo* leadeis 
of the Ilons(‘ that due to the inis()i;e\ on^ activities and mischievous 
piopagaiohi of MuiH* oi^;mis<«d bodie-. duiing the last (-eiisus op(*rat!ons 
W(' ha\(‘ h(*eii d»'pii\e(| (d ih.il opjioMnniiv Still. S:r, without an\ 
feai ol coiit I iid i< t i{»n h\ auv side ot lh(' Mouse I i an sa\ that the 
Scheiliiled Cables tdiiii ne.nlv onc-fitlh ol ihe whole [Mijoilation and 
that th(‘v aie tin' poorest <d the pool of all the si'ctioiis ol this province 
Th(‘\ have the buist p(Mcenta;^e in edmation ami brnst inditical 
consciousness. hVir t!u‘ advamement ol eiluiation of lliest* S(di(‘dubMl 
Mantes th(‘ (ioveinment. na.v . the llon’hle h'inance Minister had the 
kindiH'ss to repeat the current volar's jMovismn <d IN 1, "ill. 0011 wiiirh 
has alread.v he(*n found (piite inade(|uate ioi tin* jmrjMtse, Manv ot llie 
p(mr but meiitoiious and deseivin^ sHubmts of the Scheduled (’aste 
Ciiinmunitv iii s(h<Kds and c<dlei.'‘es have to no without anv help and as 
a result thev havi* to give U[) then studies, and it was well exposed 
on th*‘ ‘Jdid of h’ehrmii.v on the fl-mr (d th(‘ Ibuisc^ m M'fdv to a 
(|n(‘s|ion that mans ot the sdoeds ma'iiiaiiied iiv the Schedule)] (^l'^tes 
in iliffeiciit distiuts h.id nol Ik i-m able id leieivt* aiiv dpant t))r want 
ot iuiids As a lesull the'(‘ s, hooU aic on iln* v )Mg(‘ of extinc'ion. 
Sit. li w t‘ look at the {uovisum tdi tlie liemoal ediuatinn ot the pianinee 
we see that th<*i(' has be**n an im i»\ise dt 1 "> lakhs <d nip<*'.s nidri" than 
tiie amount to be sj>ent dunni*- the {iinent vimi in the hudL’(*t toi whu h 
I cannot Inn ofVei m\ ihanks to the Ilon'hle hbnance M.uistei Hut, 
Sir. in th(* )Nise ot the Sche<luled Caste (‘dmatidu the s niie amount of 
Rs. 1 .dO.tHHI has been lepeated ami this .niidiint has alreailv been 
proved iuaile(|uate and insufficient for llie education of the S( he<luled 
Castes ot this province. Our (’abinet claim to be fair and erpiitable 
and not reaeti))iiary and (hey ( laim to do justice to all communities. Is 
it their fairness, is it their etjual treatment and is it their justice to 
provide the same amount wliith was already proved to be* inadecpiate 
and insuHioient for the ediieation of Scheduled Castes w^ho form one-fifth 
of the whole population? 
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Sir, the previous Cuhiiief iui^*‘hf luive ilone some inju'*li<‘e to the 
poorer sections ot the community hut the present (^uhinet which is o 
Progressive Purty (unnot he expecteil to ihi the same injustice. The 
present Cabinet is vei\ anxious tm achieving (*ommuuaI harmony 
although the C'aliinet sfiouhl know that communal Iiarmony is not a 
commodity which could he had h\ the [irocess ol s.ile and purchase. 
Communal harmony is jxissihle <ml\ u hen i^l sections of the pfople 
have lair dealings, a niuiua! understandings and Inhuafnui The main 
difterences anioni»'st tlie <<»mniuniti(*s aie economx and unhcss and until 
tlie eionoinic condition <d tin* St heduled Caste (omniunit\ is nnpro\ed 
that difference will lemain Cnless atid until all the peoples are gi\en 
their proper .shares in the rights and pnxileges <ij the count iv. tom- 
munal Iiarmony is impossjhle. 

In the iiiattei of educ.itnm, the S( heduled t astes have heeii placecl 
in a vei\ Isickwaid position All the othei ( oniiininil !e> have tin' 
privilege of havinir gic.it ineii .mi ei;,'-<t tfienisidvi’s and thev lioiii lime 
to time have iii.idc Iol' doiiilHois f.ii i he edne.iiKm ot the ihildren of 
theit M‘spe(ti\(‘ ( oiii III II fi 1 1 ,*-s Hut. ^ i. I have alieadv poiiitml hUiI 
(hilt the S( heduled t'asies aie \ei\ |m»iu Theie ate no i it h peojth* 
amongst them who tan 'oniiihule liui’e sinus ot nionev loi the eduea- 
tioii of then ( hildieii It ;s soiiuM lines tint'. Sn. th.il some ol the hig 
men )ia\e tioiiated to th«‘ cemnal fund tor eilmatioii Imi even lliere 
the Stdieduled Castes have got verv little shale I find from the Kim! 
Hoitk. Sii. that the etlutalioii tiiiid Is mainlv spent oli the pav of 
offieeis and esfaldishmeiils It has hoen veiv aldv e\plam(‘ij tui the 
floor of this House fr<ini time to time that then* is a sc.inotv of ofhe(*rH 
tor Stdieduled Castes’ edutatuui and n has hecn jMunled out alft'ady 
that nianv ot flu* s( 1 j(m)1s mtMiit foi the S(ln‘,luh.d ('asifs m S( liedilletl 
(aste areas have n a heen given ariv g-iaiit and the lesult is that these 
.St luMiIs alt* al! in a luiseiahh* < nnd’titoi A log' poitnui of tlie etlm ation 
fund Is Loung to he speni lo m.nniani the « oust im i itm and lejunis l<» 
St hool huildings hut iki gi.mls i<»i S< lM'duh‘d ('.i>n-s’ -i lion] hu.ldnig^s 
ale avadalilt* Sn, the *^(lieduled t'.isU.s foim ahoiil one-fifth of the 
total popiiltt'on of Heiigal ton onlv IN l.iOptlK) it.i- iM’t'U pno ifled in!' 
then tuliit n itui 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. David Hendry): I am sorrv voui tinie in 

up anti V(»u mu.st mivv lesunie voiir s,»at. 

'The meinher then resumed his setit ) 

khan sahib MAULVI AMINULLA : ci’l? 

CT5W n<r« otf:; sti 

■sn cn 4? i nrr. •fin?:<rn njirr 

■fS’Hi to B'n 41' ytn npi gim 
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ftn TORI 5iR#t7 ’fftrortrs 'strtm 
<J «rV ^|41 ^j<j' TRn ^l5l c.*f(.H^ 

Prw BRT ^ mprr '4^^ H<t‘tT i 

’ntir, ’r?rTOr trt«ff^ tfis^ S^tror ’TftsrR ^>ff«ft?r‘tii S’R 
0 ijTOSir i^rm «(rt'i i tf«R. ^rm to 

stirfCS, 'JT'<''h CT yW ‘ilTOf^ '¥5? ^f'PTtWf W’ftW ^fC<R ft '!t9t '?f5[ 
fR’tJT ^fro firo I frfhr, '5fT'd:«R ^-i*! ’Fprafc&TT, 

wrtcif? lii^sfRi tpFl'S 7^ I 'stTtpR '^Pra 5fWRr 

S»r? 's cror^ ®»fii iirtw ^t5Tt? jj?’ 

0 TOR? i?TtW fwi '5t7tR? C^TOTCinr'R f^l RT? I 

Rtf? RMi ?fflf ?TO? TOrRr fTOi:'-t? ?r to^’-ti trt f^i to? 

?f«n^TO trt^fro frro ;r^ ?rfTO ?f5fr:? r^cs ?t5t^?t? C5?i 

?'f?iR?l 

’TJt?, ^tcs'd? Secondary Educationij:! T'fl tlWli'-l i?Rl ??t?? 
TOtt? ?T?71 TO?? ?!*■ I 71? ??3f%? ?rrr?T Rfs ?t?t?r. '31? STO5! 

Q Pr^ ^HTI ^1 I recogiiiscHl Vt^ ^ 

ncircs Tffrm ^ :rf^5^P ?^rff^i ^tfir 

Tfesp; CT i^i ^Po ^i 

trr^r^ c^<?n ^Pr^i 3 ^ 

’rtrm ^^Pr^fPrs ^r?i ^Prc^ i 

0 c^fiP 00 5rf ^ i 

Pr?i Pr^ TO ^pr?t Pr!fH S’t^ i Pr*n old scheme 

vTfc^i ^rft ^rcrf*nr ^ \o,ooos 

P^fr^, ^vf5 :rryf7ff^ rr^f^ i 

^1 ^’rpR Prro ^^rfirTOi 

sTf^miv ^Sot ^fr^R ri^R ^pf\ i mpn- 

^PrTOi ?fr3w ^Ps ^ result ^Pr?n 

^mPrc^ I ^ ^ jt^tto ^Ptto 

^»fpr«r3 ^rPm ^ fm^pR ft?i w:tor ^rm^t^pR ^rtror Pri 

^f3iu*R 

»1TR, ^ '?*rR 01^ ^sfi ^pTT^f^l Pf|PR ?r^5T sfl^^R ?f^ ’Tft 

tff%4R^pR Pb^CSI Arabic RRR WRT 

*41^ ¥prR ^finn%?Ri ■tmr>R ^ ^wro R^rt^n tPri 
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fin firc^trt^ <»ffir«n5 CTO 

^ ^'m ^r^TS'ctji ?i ! ^fir ^ ^rcrivu wHif ^ 

5fj5^ ^rj^j fir^ I 

?rtr^ ai ^rfirfe:^ ^o ?t8fK i?T^ fiTrnnR i 

^ I 5rf% jfprfe? jti^r 

T?r ^Ti, 'otri ^1 r!t?r ^v^:^r)^r^ g-^fe 

1 JPO W-^ ^ '^srfn? 1 ft® 

ii3Qfir fir.^ g'r^-fT Pm r!t^ i 

'^rtfir 3 ^rfw 5ft?r?:*^f ii?* >ff^pOT >rfrmi ^r'-fli 

’TTO ^Prr^ft I 

^T TRi ^fPc* r^c^ i 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN; Mr Oqnitv Spe: »k<‘i. Sir, I M.tiii tn '*|H'ak 
a fe^^ Wf)r(ls on tho main ihnnaml ami winh* dniii^'- m) I wish ti* iim- 
(MMitrale on free jirimarN ('(lucatmii niil\. 

Sir. tills Near loo wo firnl that an ;nhlilional siiiii ot only !’» laklis 
ot riijxys has hocii allofifd lor |>rimai> (‘dmait mii . Tim allotted ^um 
Mill lianll\ be siitfuienl lo sujijilrmeni the ( es*. income of one cr two 
School ItoanN M’h.it will hajijmn to oihei lioanis which are bound 
to lie handicapped tor want ot money?' When and Imw' will free 
pnmar\ education be introduced in the remainin^r di'^tricls of the 
pro\ince? Sir, the histoiv of the introduction of free primary educa- 
tion in this provima* has been ,i i he(jum‘ed one lik(* the lif«‘ history of 
the Hon’ble Mr Fazlul II uq who has so lonj,^ heen in chnr|;t‘e of the 
portfidio There has b(*en want of (onsistency and definite |»olicv 
throiif^hout . I’r^ed to take aitnm in the matter of intrmluction of 
tree ]»rirnar\ education by the insistent demand of the country and its 
representatives m the l/e^Mshiture from the very be^'-innin^^ of fum tion- 
in^r’ of the ( oust itut ion , he prevaricated, fumbled and proc(*ode(l only 
in a half-hear ted manner Ills extravagant jirornises to the electors 
to p’ive cornpulsorv tree piimarv education without taxation was 
resfionsible to a ^’•reat extent for his haltinj^ and half-hearted j)olic\. 
The Act was enforced and cesses introduced in maiiv districts milv to 
be suspemled on the slightest pretexts. Till th<* middle of llie year 
194b we had the s( heme working onl\ in eight districts of the 
province. Mr. Fa/dul Hu(j has leeanted his iiromisp. He said in his 
Rmlget Sjieech of 1940, “I fri*<d\ <'onfe.ss that although at one time 
1 thought that primary education could be enforced without any taxa- 
tion whatsoever, experience has taught me that it i» almost an 
unattainable po.sitiorT*. He says later in the speech, “Now having 
come to the decision that there .should be a tax, the best thing that 
we can do is to go ahead with the scheme under the Primary Educa- 
tion Act that we have got in hand*'. In spite of this decision — this 
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promise to firo ahead — we still find nearly half the digtricts of Bengal 
going without the benefit of the scheme. Even in the districts where 
the scheme is working the Boards are so handicapped for want of money 
that only a percentage of the selected schools could be taken up and 
that also by instalments. In my own district, viz., Rangpur, a very 
anomalous state of aft'ijirs ha.s arisen. Only 20 per cent, schools have 
been taken up by the Board. In the remaining ^schools both the 
teacliers and the .students have become uneasy and restless and educa- 
tion is sufl'ering thereby. The boys who.se guardian are all paying 
cess are refusing to pay fees in non-Board schools and the teachers, 
many of wliom are trained and competent, are finding it impos.sible 
to .serve ojiIn on meagre .stij>ends. We now learn that cesses are going 
to be suhiM'iided in some more districts, viz., Rajshahi, Dinajpur and 
Howrah. So far as Howrah is concerned, cess is not imposed as 
Howrali is self-sufficient as regards free ])rimary education and it will 
require no lielp from the (iovernment. 

Sii, tills unha]»])y state of affair*^ can la‘ eiideil if tlu' (irovernment 
be ihoroiigli, (‘onsistent and definite in its policy. Mr. Fazlul Huq as 
head of tln^ late ('abinct gave us definile assuranc(‘s that the proceeds' 
from the sales tax will at the first instance be utilised for implementa- 
tion of the scheme of primar;^ education. That tax is yielding a 
(■onsideiabh* income for the exclunjuer. In spite of that why .such 
meagre sum has been allotted for primar\ education:' AVh> almost 
ever\ year vast sums of mone\ allotted for training of teachers remain 
unspent!^ This y<‘ar too \\e timl in the Bed Book a huge saving of 
1 lakh 4‘f thousand due to reduction of training centres for primary 
school teachers. Wh\ this saving due to reduction in training centre.^? 
How can the scheme be pushed through without trained teachers? 
Sir, I ask the prc.sent llon’ble Minister in charge of the EdiK'ution 
Diquirtment \\h\ this mone\ has been saved? l)ot*s not this point 
out that (iovernment has no definite scheme and policy and that the 
affairs ai<* being mismanaged? 

'I'he Act of 1 !)’(() contemplates piogicssivt* expansion of the jirimary 
education so as to mak<‘ it compulsorv in a sfiecified time. I ask him 
what is his plan with regard to primary eilm ation ? How many years 
he >ull leijuire to introdme it in the whole of Bengal? In how many 
years In' ^ill be able to make it compulsoy\ ? Sir, the country 
demands that all ]>revarications and half-heartedness and bungling 
must cease in this matter. Sir, I hope the Hon'ble Minister will 
fiiitisfy me with regard to the points I have rai.sed. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. David Hendry): The position a list 

has been left by the Deputy S|H*aker and 1 see that it is exhaustive. 
But I have a request from Mr. Shaliedali toVeply to some allegations 
made early in the debate. I will ask the honourable memlwr to be 
as non-contentiou6 as possible. 
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Mr, SHAHB^ALIS Mr. Chainuun, I must thank you for giving^ 
me an opportunity to disjirove the allegation made hy one of the 
members in the Opposifloft against" the Hoirhle Minister. I am reallv 
surprised to find that a man without principle is going to make allega- 
tion against a man of iiriiu'iple. AVhen the Mini.strN was formed the 
honourable meml>er for tlie interests of tlic Muslims and for the 
interests of the ^luslims of liis constitueiu'y wanted to go over to the 
side of Progroiwiye Coalition. Tlien when he went to Comilla he had 
to revise liis tijiinion. 1 do not know whether lie will undeugo aiiiflher 
somersault in the near future. 

Now, Sir, the honourable member knows that Khan Haliadur Abdul 
Karim, if not the Ilon’ble Khan llahadur Abdul Karim, was associated 
with the Krishak Proja movement for a long lime and he had upheld 
the cause of (he Krishak Proja^ in the I’pper House. You know', Sir, 
that he wms a memlier of the Momin Committee of Hducalioii in 
Tippera district and he has given stipends to th<‘ students of the 
Chittagong Medical School .md aUo stipends to students of the Daia-a 
•University. Ma\ I know whether the honourable membm- Mr Mafiz- 
uddiii Alimed has given aii\ stipends to siudents ot Comilla or Khan 
Bahadur Aludur Be/.a ('howdhury has gi\en any stipends to the Muslim 
students of Chittagong or of (’omillar' Now. Sir, lhe\ sa> that the 
Hon hie Minister made muik* statement in the pr(‘sen<'e of somebody. 
1 am the last jieison to believe that a man like the llon’lde Khan 
Bah.ulur Abdul Karim can make an\ sucli statement. If lie had maile 
any st.iteiuent 1 would be ihc tirsl man to protest against it. I say, 
Sir, that in order to .scive the iiiieicsK id tlieir own party they havr‘ 
made out allegations so tar a^ .Noakliali, Tippera ami Cliittagong are 
concerned. I'lie.se have Ikmmi definitidy repudiatetl hy the members on 
thi.s side. They have done this onl\ to make their l>art> popular and 
to gel the vote in their favour. 

Now, Sir, I want to show that when the llon’hle Klian Bahadur 
Abdul Karim went to the (ILstricl of Tippera the students welcomed 
him and gave him an addre.ss at Comilla. In that address they 
.state<l — 

"esw? TW'wr i" 

Further, so far as the Eilucalioii Minister is concerned they 
stated — 

yftft ^ I i 

« sThnn ifacw >115^ OT-Njitj: «»c5r i Itetv iifsm?r? mi 
nsm i” 
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This statement was made by the student commultity in a public 
meeting after the alleged utteranc^^is said to^have been made by the 
Hon'ble Minister there. Had there been \ny such sta cement there 
could not have come any such welcome. 

Now, Sir, the only reason why this gentleman is going to make the 
statement is this that he has not been recommended to be a member 
of the Kazi Committee. Had be been allowed to be a member, there 
would have been no such question, no such cut m?rti^Ejand no such 
agitation. 

I beg to mention only one thing more and 1 have finished. There 
is a large saving from the training schools. A large amount was not 
spent. There was a time when each student of the training schools 
used to get Rs. 10 i)er month for his food. That sum has been reduced 
to Rs. 7. I request the Hon’ble Minister to see that Rs. 3 more is 
given to these poor students and thereby sliow sympathy to the sons 
of the agriculturists and other poor people of the province. 

One thing more I want to say about. The other day my friend 
Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta said that 1 ^ould say something about 
bribery in the district of Tip|)era. It i.s u.seless to speak about bribery. 
It is so very rampant that the only tiling for us to do is to reorganise 
the whole .system to do away with bribery and corruption. 

[Mr. Chairman (Mr. David Hendry) tlu-n called on Mr. Abdur 
Raschid Mahmood to speak.] 


R«i Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: On a point of 4»rder, Sir. 
I have got my motion No. 40. Can a member be deprived of his 
right to move a cut motion ? 


Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Divid Hendry): You were not here. If 
you are not here, we cannot go back to tbe proceedings. 


Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAHMOOD: Mr Chairman, Sir, it is 
proper education that teaches a man how to be an ideal citizen; it 
teaches how to preserve health and how to acquire wealth; in a word^ 
it is th^^st thing required for the all-round advancement of a nation. 
Primary' education is the stepping stone to the very structu^f df. every 
nation. To spread primary education throughout the tengili and 
breadth of the province means the anmlioAtion of the liotnelessly 
wretched conditftA of the unfortunate masrfs of Bengal — maasea 
who are yet steeped in the darkness of dangeitktls ignorance, who yet 

nnf tAdm 1 a nnnrAoiniA tb^ dirA nACAftQifv nf liirKf nf AdnAAimn 
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that may help th#m how to live in a decent healthy way. Being shut 
out of the light of education they are Jiving like so many cats and dogs. 
But- ^ 

“Full many a gem of purest ray serene, 

Dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear, 

Full many^a flower is born to blush unseea, 

And its sweetness in the desert air.” 

Sufl[icient means and proper op^rtunities given, there might have been 
more great persons of outstanding merits and personalities fron» 
amongst the rural poi)ulation of Bengal. The previous Government 
had taken up the scheme of primary education and it is (‘Xpected that 
the present Government will follow the foot.steps of its predecessor. 

I W'ould very strongly urge tiie supreme nec'essitx of immediate intro- 
duction of free and coiiipulsor> primary e<lu(‘ation in each and every 
district of Bengal. Without making the system comi)ulsory, the real 
object of the scheme will he frustrated. The poor rural jM'ople do not 
sufficientlv realise tlu* vital importance (d the scheme. They are pay- 
ing the education ce.s,s and taxes but thc\ are not taking iiny advantage 
of the same. Moreover, thc> hein;.i mostly poverty-stricken and 
generally, as a habit, count on the* help of tbeir \oung boys in the^^ 
matter of earning their means of liv<*]ihood. They are not accustomed 
to sacrifice tlieir nominal present gain for a greater and nobler future 
object. I therefore recpiest the immediate introduction of fren* and 
compulsory primary education. 

Sir, the unfortunate teachers of the primary schools are very ill- 
paid and ;Vli ^uch the\ aie quite unable to make both ends meet even 
in a tolerable wa> and they are generally neglected as man of no 
importiyi3fe. Their low standard of living has got a ver> had effect on 
the minds of the young pupils, who also in their turn begin to have little 
regard for the teachers and to pay little attention to their instructions, 
which fact may have a very serious effect on the future career of the 
yottig students. Now, a teacher of the primary s(dRK>ls gets a salary 
of Rs. 10 to Rs. Hi per month which is extremely inadequate. I 
suggest that the minimum monthly pay of a teacher of a primary 
school should be fixed at Rs. 30, so that he may pay his undivided 
attention to his noble occupation. 

Sir, I now turn to the inspecting staff. In order to ch^e the 
whole We of primary education in the rural areas, the juris<fPjnn of 
the sdi^apectors of schools should invariably be rwluced. In the 
existing^, irrangement a ^ub-inspector is in charge of 200 to 250 
schools, 'and it is no% possiblijp|or ^ conduct supervision 

over these schools. It is not possible for a sub-inspetor to inspect 
all the schools in hi| ©barge once a year. It is my suggestion that no 
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sub-ittspector of schools should be placed in charge>'i}f more than 50 
schools and he should be asked to inspect every school once in every 
three months. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. David Hendry): I would suggest that 
Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra Das may speak generally rather than on 
his own cut mol ion. 

Rai Sahili ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Mr Itnirman, Sir, I 
would like to speak a few words regarding Scheduled Castes’ education 
in tliis province. It will appear from the budget that a sum of Rs. 5 
lakhs was provided in the year 1938-39 for the education of the 
Scheduled (’asti's for which our thanks are due to the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister. Another amount of Rs. 1,59,000 was provided subse- 
quently for which w(* also thank the (iovernment of Bengal. If, 
however, you compare this amount with the grants in other provinces, 
you will be surprised to see how meagre the amount is. T shall only 
give you some tiguie.s froin- the Madra.s (iovernment. In 1937-38 they 
allotted a sum of Ks. 10,41,011 for the Sclmduled Castes’ education 
whicli was increa.sed in the revised estimate to a sum of Rs. 11,47,700, 
and in the budget for 1939-40 they allott(‘d a furtlier sum of 
^Rs. 11, (>8,900 for the same ]>uipo.se. So, the amount granted in 
Bengal is inadequate in comparison with the amount allotted in 
Madras. 

As to the grant t)f Rs. 5 lakhs, you know that a C'ommittee called 
the Scheduled Castes’ Education Commit U-e was appointed to advise 
regarding lh(‘ expenditure for Scheduled Cast<‘s’ fnlucation. Of this 
sum of five lakh> of lupees not a pie is left now and we are unable to 
pay stij)ends to .some of our students this yt'ar for want of funds. I 
shall now gi^e you figures to .show how the whole amount j^f Rs. 5 
laklns has been allotted. 1 shall give you the different bead.s of the 
expenditure of this money for the education of the Scheduled Castes. 
Under Government order, dated the l‘2th January, 1939, the following 
amount was sanctioned: — 

Rs. 

Grant for building a hostel for Scheduled 

(’aste students at Barisal ... 30,000 

Grant for building a hostel for Scheduled 

Caste students at Camilla .. ... 20,000 

Stipends to college students ... 20,0(K) 

Building grants to High English S<'hools ... 75,00^ 

Building grants to Middle English Schools ... 75, (HX) 

SpiH'inl grants to High Engli.sh fud Middle 

Schools ,4 . . ... 50,00b 

HiseeflEneous ... ... ... 20, Ow 

This gives a total of Ra. 2,90, OQO. 
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Under Govenjinent order, dated the 27th July, 1939, the following 


amount was sanctioned : — 

Rs. 

Additional grant for hostel at Comilla ... 5,000 

Stipends to College .student.** ... ... 20,000 

Stipends to High English School students ... 72,000 

Grants for hostel buildings for schools 

and colleges ... ... ... 20,000 


Total 

... 1,17,000 

Subsequently under Government order, dated 
1940, the following amount was sanctioned: — 

the 30th January. 


Rs. 

Supplying .dilates and hooks 

... 10,000 

Grants to Scheduled Caste hostels 

... 16,000 

Stipends for iion-stiiHUidiary B. 
students 

T. 

1,080 

Scholarships for 1939-40 

7,200 

Scholarships for 1940-41 

... 20,000 


Then under Government order, dated the 4th March, 1940, there 
was a grant of Rs. 12,240 for additional stipends to College students. 
Then under (Jovernment order, dated the 27th March, there was ft 
grant for Po.st-Graduate stipends to Scheduled Caste students amount- 
ing to R.s. 1,200, and for Scieme and (ieography apparatus Rs. 8,000— 
total Rs. 9,200. Then there is a further additional grant of Rs. 2,600 
for Scheduled Caste liostel at Rarisal under Government order, dated 
the 6th August, 1940. There is also another grant of Rs. 13,000 
under the liead “MiscellancH)Us” under Government order, dated the 
29th August, 1940. This brings the grand total to Rs. 4,98,220. 

From, the above it will he seen that a sum of Rs. 1,780 was left fti 
a balance of Rs. 5 lakhs and this amount was also allotted in the last 
meeting of the Scheduled Castes’ Education Committee. Thus, you 
will find, Sir, that allotments had already been made and they have 
been spent under different heads except those under “Building"' 
grants”. Conditions are attached to “Building grants" such as that 
private contributions must }>e forthcoming and that the plans and 
eiftimafes must go to the Executive Engineer, Public Works Depart- 
ment and Public Health, for sanction before they could be taken up. 
This meaus great delay in the execution of the Fwki. Therefore 
“Builffil^ grants" are expeeft^ to be spent in the <#ifrse of this year, 
hut, it must be seen that the total sum has already been allotted and 
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we are now running abort of funds. In fact, next year there will be 
extreme difficulties in paying grants-in-aid to Scheduled Caste High 
English and Middle English Schools for want of funds. A sum of 
Bs. 25,000 has been released in the current year from the head 
"Comilla hostel building*^ and added to Rs. 17,307 sanctioned for 
“Orants-in-aid’’, thus making a total of Rs. 42,307 for making adequate 
payment to our High English and Middle English Schools. Next 
year we require at least Rs. 5 lakhs. The Scheduled Castes’ Educa- 
tion Committee recommended a recurring grant of Rs. 5 lakhs long 
ago which has not yet been accepted by the Government. No grant- 
in-aid would be paid, under the circumstances, to the Scheduled 
Castes’ High English and Middle English Schools in the next ^-ear for 
want of adequate provision in this budget. 

(On reaching the time-limit the honourable member resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. W. C. W.0RD8W0RTH: Sir, I wish to make certain 
observations about certain of the matters that have been brought before 
the House in this debate, and specially about Mr. P. Banerji’s motion 
that Government schools should be deprovincialised. That is a matter 
about which 1 have had reason to think for the last 20 years or so. 
When 1 had the dignity and re.spon.sibility of an official, ! was twice 
called upon to give my opinion on this to retremliment committees and 
my (jjHnion given as Director of Public Instruction after ('arcful enquiry 
throughout the Government Department of Education was that this 
would be a <'ontribution to the welfare of ediu'ation. 1 s])oke in my 
individual ca]uicity, and though I found much support for that view 
within the department there wa.s (M>nsiderable opposition; it is almost 
unnecessary to remark there was no sympathy for this view inside the 
Government schools. My view, however, is not entirely the view of 
everyone in this House or everyone who advocates this change. I 
think there is a common as.sumption that if you can get rid of Govern- 
ment schools you at once have all the money that they cost saved for 
other purposes. But when Government schools are got rid of — and I 
believe in the natural course of events they will disappear us Govern- 
ment schools some day — they will remain as private schools under 
responsible committees which would be morally entitled to Government 
grants for carrying them on at a good level of efficiency. Further, it 
will be necessary to make proper provision for accrued and accruing 
rights of all teachers who, at the time, were employed in them. With 
that reservation, I would agree that there would be a considerable 
saving which would be available for the general grant-in-aid fund of 
the province. 

But the reasons why I have always believed that this change would 
be beneficial to education are these. In the first plaoe, the reasons why 
Government ochools were set up in certain places have passed away. 
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Tlwy were intended to be jrnides and models, but those who bad to 
follow have long* ago got in front, so that to-day out of about 1,500 high 
schools in this province about 50 are (b^vernment stdiools. Tlu' only 
reason therefore for maintaining these st hools would he if they were 
the best schools in the province, if they were models to which other 
schools looked for inspiration. Now, .some of these 50 schools are 
among tlie best 50 schools in the province. Hui it would he absurd to 
say that these 50 schools are the 50 best sclnuds in the province. 

When the change is made, it will he necessary to ])reserve certain 
special features in relation to siH'cial schools. There will ho a moral 
obligation to recognise and honour certain conditions that were attach- 
ed to the founding of such schools as the Hindu School, the Sanskrit 
School, and the Calcutta Madrassah in the nature of the circumstances 
that brought them into existence. There are reasons why they should 
be specially treated. 

The second reason why I think llii.s change must come about is 
that this kind of change hu.s come about in iiuMt civilised developing 
countries w'hich take pride in their e<lucation. It has come about in 
most countries that the Education Department works not by directly 
managing, controlling and maintaining schools, hut hv issuing pamph- 
lets, hy d(*fiuing courses of study, h\ inspection of scliools, and 
especially by the use of grant-in-aid fund, the grants being given on 
(ertain leiius wIiom* ohs<*rvunc(‘ makes for the welfare of the schools 
and of the country. 

Now, taking all the possible provisions in this Budg<d and making 
this change that has been suggested, we should have about lis. dO 
lakhs for grants to secondary .schools and with '10 lakhs of rupees an 
authority — I hope that authf»rity will he a ]b»ard of Secondary Educa- 
tion — could influence greatly and splendidly the course* ed secondary 
education, for it is in the high schools that the hatth‘ of higher 
education must he won, for two reasons above all — (I) that I niversity 
Studies cannot be successfully carried on unless students have been 
well trained in intelle<‘tual habits in schools, and (^) iM’cause tin* larger 
proportion our hoys of secondary schools do not go on to th^ 
University and, therefore, the equipment in intellectual habit and 
knowledge with which they have to face their life is the equipment 
that is given to them in their secondary schools. It is, therefore, a 
moral obligation on all, on the Government, on every community, and 
on tjhe nation at large, to see that the best is done for and inside cur 
secondary schools. 

The third reason why I think this change must come about is this: 
It is embarrassing and without profit that there should be two classes 
of schools which pretend to be different but are different only in one 
oonflideratiim, that the teachers are paid in different ways. They do the 
same work, they are organised in the same way, they work for the same 
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examinations, their pupils go through the same courses or go out into 
life in the same way afterwards. When a Board comes, the Board 
would, I think, find it difficult to maintain this division, this bifurca- 
tion of schools, which means nothing except the little that I have said. 
I think therefore that the development we should contemplate is the 
unification of the schools in one system under one control, and the 
supervision and direction of this large secondary system especially 
through inspection and through a grant-in-aid policy. At present our 
grant-in-aid sysiem is higgledy-piggledy. It hardly deserves the name 
of a system. (Schools of the same degree of excellence, of the same 
needs liave to be treated in different ways. One perhaps has a good 
grant; another has a small grant; another has no grant at all because 
there is no money for it. Instead of 30 lakhs, I should like to see the 
figure at 41) lakhs, 1 should like to see it at 50,00,000, I should like to 
st^e nearly all the money in the Education Budget given out in grants- 
in-aid to (colleges, s(*condary schools, primary schools and technical 
schools. With a large grant-in-aid we might work out a system where- 
by schools might he given differing grants according to their needs, 
according to their size, ac<*ording to their condition, grants that are 
based upon one common average. If we can give for a secondary 
school an average grant of Ks. 2,000 a year, it would be a boon to all 
engaged in education. 

I should like to make one final remark about primary education. 
We have evidence from time to time that progress is btdng made. We 
have had an answer to a question this morning which tells us that 19 
boards have been set up in the districts and that a very large sum of 
money has been .spent. We want more and we hope to see more. 
Good primary education is one of the blessings you can give to a 
country. It is one of its fundamental needs. But may I say once 
more that we should not delude ourselves when we talk, as we do and 
us we usefully do, about free, universal and compulsory primary 
education? In our conditions, so far as we can see them, there never 
will be the money to spare in Bengal for a free, universal and compul- 
sory system of primary education. Our primary education is the 
education in villages where the rateable capacity, where the potentiali- 
ties of income are small, and yet where the children are very much in 
neeil of education. It is an ideal our education should be free, should 
be compulsory and should be universal. liet us when we use these 
words remind ourselves in our own minds that they are excessive in 
relation to our conditions. Let us when working towards this ideal 
be chary in blaming those who cannot quickly bring about the state of 
affairs that we all desire to see but have not the resources for. 

Mr. NIKUNilA BEHAKI MAITI : ft: 

’iTOs cn 'nicsituan ^ 'itra >iar 

s»!CB TOP CT SrPiCTs ^ TOrn?i c»ih toss ct 
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■?tR >4^ ^ (Tfll? >TOi ^ '51 5t;51t»<1'5‘t'- 

'*(^'54 TOR ’ll I wTOt, •'flsrtci? ’rTi's toj tfifrsr 

'$nn fir^, fV |»r5f5(R— ’from 4nii 

TOi '4f7[t:B i a ^I's'sm, fro ■sftr^i 4 r? Riifim 
CTO TOtft 4=r; CTO CTO CTO moti(>nj|:T IRI a) fvf%>ri?l RtTO 
ft I Scheduled oastesillT 4i5C'HC^ «RT C^ CSh r!55 (TfifW Rtft 
iKtl I’RTOnn TO'S C’ll'^ tpiR STTo VHR Jlih «(TOl 5ttl 

ISM Caste ^ ^‘t' fty'flt ^41 ifRi ftcg- 'tCiJ ?CTCSR ^41 
C^'ft ’tR >4i»t ^TOl 5t^ I ’ItftTOl ft'+IW ^‘iPR !TI cli?1 RTOl 5t5 4^1 

gl?! TO ft ft Sift jpcsi cg‘t*R cro f*rfV5 4i!i toti Bf5i 
n^tcgn ftTOR BSTO CS? M 'oR'S^ct? '^ift^t 'nftlfTl' 'StTO TOU 
w« RtTui SstTO ■JFtft I Rfft '-ift iiTftrw “I? c’f ftc=r ftrts- 

'3fM 4511 'Jitft '3fCB^ wi. 01 ills, TO ftstr-f 'jtw »r:<in 

^ SR — i.^S.OOO. TORT?! ftofcM 6.>>.000: Ei^yR ftslC'-f %.C(5l, OCX), 
CtfftC'Si^ ftsfC't ^,0^,000, 4ifl TOl ftotc'.f ftl.CKsO I 4? Ol RtfsR Rftrtsft 
4C»R TO — 

Rt'-fftn, RTO. TORl-.n. ijfiRl, aft®, ftilCtR, ftftRI, Efs^Jn, '-tlMI, mt, 
TOfft, sFfel, sflft, TO, CTOl, rTO’illl, sps^t, C^'lJEl, CTOl, ijTO, CSE, Clfl, 
^si, TOtTTO a9t’3. =ira, ni'STO. IPtoi, i^tci?!, 

4C®^ fa all PrfR g sfH fCEE 45 ^RR 1 — 
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^ 5rj Scheduled cagt<^ ^iPm 

^ JTCsfS '!?Wpr5J 3mf I fVH5f5 ’CT 4? (TT ^iTtsTtrTrW 
'«rfiKf^t 4OT ^irs =m7i stt 4^s’ c’lfti ^ jrt 

5t?I 77 1 4If^r2l-?fS7PT <9 ^SC7l<t?mrW5 SRT 'HWm Ttmfe? feOT 
4T61 ^''f 7WtS| — 'otC'^'il ^fT Ttf'I'^Sl 77fit I Tfpnn tR’ TtTT^Sfil 

frr froi t'R c7 ’ptj tc? 75f7 twi <tc5 

'«»fc5 '3tOT c&CT 'itf7C5 *tt7i 7ir?, 7i7i f^i7 '!ffTrt>r «iT7f7 ^ f*m 
»tfi:7. 'slTC^t CTtiT? 71 '-ttc^l, 7 51. 'SIt'S, 7t'S^ 71 51=771 ?f|f%7 B'7I71M71 
77t7t =7’7r5 N.OKft ftfTit 777 77l7f TTfCS 7T77 71 71 =5tOT7 7MT special 
oducational7 71771 T'flTj. 7177 71 ? 7?t7 fTTTift 71 if^fTlTri cif 

15II77 f*Wt7 ®RT 7tTl7I 7fC7 47P7I '7fW7 §717 C7? I fV^ 

711771 71171 WR irfJfTljft fy>7 471 777717 151W7 fr7t7 SRT 7T7T1 

^’l7f5 ? TTlf^ Ji 'Ht7 47fi;i figure '^MTlofj ; — 

'-ffCTI :— 


7^71 


5^7 r^TlTifi mt7 


5 i? 7 n 7 „ 

791 : — 

f?'l 

Jl? 7 Tr 7 „ 
(¥•5717 „ 

9119 : — 



Jl^7(l5T „ 5 „ 

^ 3 ' 5 l 7 : — 

(^T^ >• J >• II M 

1^7 I. 57^ „ 

.. ^ I, 

<ftl7 fTTTliflTl C7 =»!» ^’tTi:^ =517 ^7T %77 771717 (TO *11^1 1 I?!?! 

C7 'awr f^rw 7T7T1 TFCTI^ 1517 ^TT iflpr* 771717, 711771 ^I'S'l'CTC^Sf 

mw CTW 71 fTTR 471 W7 1C 77 ISTTt C7C7F fV <7^ C7'ft Sft® I 
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^ - ftzi^ c^fr?r ^ f%j% 

sr^fT ^T^TI ^ ^ (7f^ ^TPHTl OT 

< 7 ri?l TOTTS^fC^ I 

^ (?rt^ ^1 (?m ^> 3 ? I (TTi^ C^r Socondttry 

education (Tf 3 ^t? ^ HT Jpn? ' 5 tr 3 fr<H» .stud«*ntN 4 j^ 

(Tr* 3 ?l TOT? I (?T^ ^ *^A\ :) 0 titi 

'^pr 3^.]^) r^rj?:^ I ^ W*f? FtOT ^ 5^P( •J], fVi5 InNixH-ting 

fltaff.ij=T cn^ c^ <?M r^r »r 5 T=n r>ai^i rfr 

r^tr^ ^1 i ?rt'^ 5 rf?r c^ (ti ^rtf;^ ‘tt»? (:vfiTjr 

' 3 t^ C'^fr^ ’^OT CTH I >ili^ 'iff^^ fV i^ff'T 3 TPm 

’F^l ^ ^ ? 

Mauivi IDRIS AHMED MIA : ^!r^r% c5:''1pt ir^rfinr ! 

PfTf^ :rf^r (yr^pj f»fr^t? if<iin 

^vb 8 /^vba 5 fi^ j^firn; ^i 

^f-:^ ^rr^n ymy^ ^^pr [m >psf- 

I ■iJ’ff':^ C^>.^ K ' 573 ? r.'^\jf ;ff]u ft[V 5 I ’tP ’I^PrTOtTf 

c^^n ^ >00 ^.*rT h:; ^ 3 ^ f-rfVsi 

^br rrs 5 ti >*?. ^rr^TfTR ^Hll. ^oii 

I Tpnr ^sfotr^ c^^mr ??i i Pr« 

Tf^PTCT ;f!;;«f7 Zffij C*l'T??l H S^*? ?^IC*f ^ 

I ^ m (yfpy Prm? ^ 

C^ ^ 3 Tfri ^ c® 9 tT?? ^ 5 nr yr^Rt;? I 

7 |’Tf 5 Po ^ vftOT CTO? ^< 11 ^ #n 

<4^ sf? yr%!Rr Prim ^ ’^rPr^i c^r^ nti ^ 

^ pF? trt<«ffw PfTi ^ifpffi ^ *fOT w^ VT csing nfr:? 'jrfSiTs 
rff I tr:*j< PrirrrSt (ji Pto?*t Tjfrrcb 

ij^ rwm 4 \gi?pr^ 

c^ ?t7m W31T I ’ly nrc^pi fy^ ^ ;?tir irfrs ><15? 

c^Rtv ^ ^ r?nrf| 5 fi =Tfm ' 5 r 3 *f"r:T‘t ^rot »tPr ^ii, to c<rfn- 

mm =#StS TO I TO it?!] fVf pF ^ I 3*^1 ''tIFim 

TOR 5?t^, TOTO PotRI 4 CVTO W ?ft!^ifrft 

4i??iTO ?m# ^T<ft TO tjn TOTflf c|Pf: tn^ Ptto 
TOTO 3r^TO? <Tiftt?IP ooo TO <^‘f:tn^ Prro tocifi Prfrro 

<Jft: Pro TOFf 3 ^ CTO^ c^ffSi TOn? cTOtfl 4 ¥R TO (Jprt ipri 
5rfr ^ Pf^FI ^ M^iCTOr TOTO m MtPr 5:i08 TOW M t y l l t 
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^ ^ I <4^ «R <2f ^ C«fcT <1tt 

^ wrs *tM TO)|3I I S'JP os StPI? SC4T C# 8 JTt^ ■5Ho<CT«ft 
TO CVtW ^ Oft ’W blcllM ?TO?I 4^ fesf 

■5|««('c=ic‘^ ^.’rfsR n?ffi5 1 5rt;5Trj TOr^ra w cwsrP3 tjf® ™ *9 

m’r I ?W8i?1 fif^'st TOisR Ptic^r i 4^ f^'sfs w^r’ll^'s^, 

's JiiwK’ ’TTsisr fear i fer to^t? ?fiw C5^ *t? 

ntsiTO w^5T T^ "mfro 5fsn? i ’ftsiw 

I 4^!? 4^ C^C«14i ^4, 

I ?f4t^r fs'^ *>1^^ ^4^ 

COT ^TTO 5(1^, '5tin (Ti^tiCT ft/i/jo^ sfifp ^'a *nrj i 
▼fapfliji ft*tfwrPiOT 4^50*1^ tft^ I 5fl5»ili!.i’<'9 irgff froc^ : 4?; 

'!t'5‘f'c3i'^ »ftfP3 ^trm f^fa tfSTa ’T^atfTOs(^j>c4 •sjft'S !Tr i 
4 ’ifrs f^ (Ttot Sfro ’tch k)? i cifsai ^ ^ af<iti, 

4ro atat^ froic^ i '^rom Jfwfla af5W9?rn% 

tpFtriT cTO'Ti anraf^sH ca ^la tflf'ta 13 :, aaaa 1 "sa aHwc4 
Pf^Fta faaca ^^rata a^ata ’sraj ^fa aTraf^^ta oia ?ftc*fa "ij* i 

'alw f%fa froa aca? rt^ fro a^j^rs ’tnraa f% ca at^arta ftaia a^ai 
facia af'ca ca aa c^ i»5t'<ia ^stcaa ©ar ^siraa 'tf^i'ca'i; fV a^'cafsaaia ? 
TO ® ajaa a'ii, "affa ^’ara cb?!i a^’ca ^rcaa fa^i? caca^ a® afai cicafeata 1 
ya atr a a fwa trfe, ?haa trfe, «pS '<3 ata c|1% #xa faari aaa % ista 
4arti aara afai 'atiatai caia aa wtcaa ca ‘stoi'cac'^a atacsj 
atfataa i'®^' gwcaa «rar «,oock Srai casai arafl^i; asloiawa wrs 
8,ooc\ aaa a’ca k,oo(\ ^lai (Trsai arafira, faa aarocaa a=ftfafa aiitar 
catata ifkaa war faj ca^ai aa at? 1 atfa atafla cfata alt acairoa 
aatata caii ' caiatcaa aatfiat ataa aitiri ^j®caa tf^tcaa ®ai aacata 
aca%la 1 4 ? i®a -itsi'ca'^ a^a acat^^s a aaa araa cata? ?ai ^ 
attfcaa ala^ if^ata ?wi afirat aicaa 1 4? i®caa srar atfa faf? 
tf?,af?i atfa aca%ta ■5f5<ca‘^ cica 4?i tpsi^ to aSa awa a? 
^lai iau cat’ca ^ficai 4 aars ata^ tfaPt aft ' 5 ‘iaTfta aa'afta 
fa; ataia^atfV atcaaca 4aifat ftfe fTOr%aa, <3 aaiawtai ataaw 4a. 4a, 
4 atmcaft 4 waT it1ka%aa 1 ca? ftft cica f%fa ^ |^ai catca 
itm faa? caca fTCaf^caa 1 4 ? atw fa 4i^aicaa !ff« •stota aatf^fe '$ 
ifF ^a a iata fta? 4 ? artitiaatata aa a?? %f5ra acaf|a, atfa itS 
ftfPt4 4 aii aata ?bfi a’caf|aia, fro cafta f^ a®n aa at?i awi 
4ati ^Itai at6f|a 1 ca fNr at??rt faf^4 4? aiiita ?» cnfaa ^ 4aaia 
leant TO twpr 1 tF^sm cafta at catta aero f?a iw caf>R?pi 
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^ »r 3 tH%rf jtsi c»r^ 

’TStJr ^Ttc 5 wr ’TTffw ^'rrsT^t^n (tj? ’Wbt^ 

^'Q tprK ^ 3r?rm »ii^: ^- ^ t w ttrT ^rtron »rfr?r^ 

CTO ^ 8 rt^i * 4 ^ ^ 01 (TfiTO^ ^fsTfe? cnfi^ ^»rTO<nr 

TOM ^sfRR ^’nr% 5 Ri fePr 5 T‘i:?rf 5 ^c»r»r 

“When the majority have power, the minority must be heard." 

^ TOnr ^rtr® ^ wsi ^ c^ c*fi^ *nrft!r r 

TO'f?' c^ c^, ^.irSt cwm car^n n'wii 

^Tf 7 TO ^), csrsn^ C^TTr^ 9 Ttfr 

(TTTORf 4^ ^ owH (?fTO ^rftro ^ro? fVj to f 

c^ti^ Tvn ^; 5 OTr to i '^t^nsora 4 ^ fro <ir< 5 R ^ r?i to 
TO?^ r ^ fej to i 

^ CTO frr PfCM ^ ^ I ^fir croftTO toto^ v^rr 

^ rS^ I TOtTO 4^ OS'TO «FfF r^i 

TO TO TOH I TOt^ Cn TO f^TO TO 

^ TOjts TOM TOfc^^T^r tocvi^ 

^’rdk^R ^ffrro^ to? trTO ^rft^ to? c^ 

TOTO^ f^f ^ItTOT CF5?I Sft'J. cjft: ^?r, wpWTO 

TO ?m? fro fVfT^ f^ r?r ^1 h ’r^’r^r *f’c^ f^’n 
^ j TO TOM T 5 TO ^ift tom C>f^r MFTM tffeTO 
TOM 4^: toto^ tffti ^ryfro Tfet? TOM I 5r*n m 
TOPT TO TO CTOPT ’ttr^ I “cTO TO?n TOM ^ TOTl 
'TR >3 ’ItrR fiwt; !tc '5 ?RR 5 T^ l" ^ R^T 

IR CT Jrt^Tni 3P5 =TI71 =FlW ^CiH I flt»r IWR? «»5ff 

f^nn TtOT Ttin '«rft 5 R ’srw? <f« »tR ^shrj (jwI? r’c 3 cn ^ c^ci? cRcm 
^ S’W f¥? ’TTSt wiK<f^ 'ilT'tl 3nR ^«tl Sf5'5 I 

Muiltna MD. ABDUL AZIZ. 3 n ..'^5 Dejuity Speaker sfCSliTfl, ^ttfif ^ 
"•iRfir * 1 ^ CTRff ?wrt? 5 r riim^ 5 T?I> tpjpi w'sf ’ffirra ’rtfrni ’rfirc'sfif 
CT 4 c<fw— f^ms: (Tf »R 'JTJR'jfnr Bt?nnf— 

trfrrt^t »C 5 T? ’r;«m fi'srs^ r =< i jittri 'ot^^f tor ^i ’iror >fRTOPr, 
4 n<» splSst rJrs »fnR fVi totr? jra (Rtr ifRi yir? ^r tot 
■»iwr Rffim psn-cTO to», ^wm trt*^ eR-f? m crf<m 

VfV 4 FI Cl iRII ’Fftll Q^TTO >a' 5 'R *l 5 fflR 1 TfiDS 

•non ifprti 4 m m gti *005 ckki qiNe fi "irt^ n »nfr 4 it 
ipn eftirra iturs ^ if? 1 4m w ^fiiw^ ¥ uw^Pira rito <?pfY 



14S 


DSMAITD FOB GBAITTS. 


[19tb Maxch, 


^ TW *(tfhr Tfils >9^ y«f 

^(f:9f«t 5Ff?rc^ I <9^ *pif«r ^ •pi' Pr?i g t^ c T < ^ 

I ^’I»1!(MC>t9 '«TfeCTf'!f If? Tfrm ^0 ^ ’ftx'SlH wi 

0jri«temi99 ?i9lf^«i I •S'S-kR'i '=iI<IIW« ■vN^llwt's 

system? '^’'TM 5^?R.'6| I >9 f^'TOT ?T^»If? 9?'I9H?I ^ '3tn (^ 

■^3TTi?l (K«f I '•nft ?fil, <3t?t?1 <9 yfC® TtCif I <31^ gUST^ 

^C5T*>9WS| Tfirai (Tftsift ?i ^"t ftjs! Tf??i ?f^ rt-gtl 
^’T5T9t?!?f? >9? %5t? n cp®3 c?i^ I ’jc'i R^Pto 

csrt?f ^5T ?T3w '«Tf?f?, Rto ?9;gf%?f? i c^ 

<?rt? TO CT>5r?t »rmf?TO TO sa/^o ?>;?? TO'; 'sTOairg tft^snft to TO 
’ffrofro?, '3tOT TO cT-sw I ’itfifTO ftro toR TOft 

R?tii ?mi ttsfcs; I gpg yirom cro^ to toR ^i toR gf^, 

TOR TOR? to ^R'Rr J'SIfR TOTOI Rv? ^fro C'^'STO CTOin TOC-J?' 
toR TOR slfro Rc'iCfe I t??! to 'oRto 9^ c? Rto? ySj? c? 

<TO Rsi ^FRuKs^f ?i I 5 toR?' fTO TO^f^s fTO 

RRTO 3 TOR ?TOft compul-iory ?l 5?t«T ^’l^TTO 5^P5 

TO R^g F??i apc? TOTO TOtg^ gfe? i 

gRttf ?t;«TO 5^0 TO yiTOl? CTOf I 'iltlR'-lc? RfSSl’TI ^Rcif^ c? 
■oiCTO ^JTO FIRTO tot TOttTO CTO ?r3?l R ? '3R1 CTO y?' TO 

Rm 9=^1^ fra ^Ffroi CTCTO I TOR cTO '!T^<( — TO‘l''r9‘^ CTO gi^TOt 
« 5imR?! RTO RRTO '3 TOR TOR compulsory ^FTTO 9?; ?^5ttfTO 
Rm '^r-tW^frot? 'TOT TOR BlfTOi toR (Ttroi S^=t) R^Rrora 
"ilfk? ?ITO TITO TOR I 

MmIvI ABDUR RAZZAK : Deputy Speaker, Sir, ^toTO?? >fi RTO 
RcTOF^CTO C?fTOl ^‘StlTIFff»TO^TOTO’ttCTOR^'af?'TOl 9?CTOf ^Wfl 
9WHl ftTO ^^Riil ^pTTOtTO? 9^ RtH 9T?n ^fItoI TOT I ^JRTOI TIlwtRfR^ '*lM- 
<9^1? gRro? CF^ TO5 TOTOlt? TOTOTT TO ^TTI TO? ^ffeRTOt? TOBTOlft TO- 

rTOtc9» ipSRto «rt to? ?Mi To! fro 'totRct cto? toto ??fR 
?tt9TOC9 Rt^'sfro TOt?! >3 TOR 9T91 TpiPTO RTO TfRcS 
FitRcTO I 9?R TOC? cron? TOgw toRt? TOgt*! toi» fitrslt tot^R 
<’fr«rft 9. CT. TOTO5T TO TOFCTO gTOT ?iRl TOTO TtTO-gRTO 'StlS^J r3?t? 

4r?t? ?[g) "jR «piftTO Rro to? i to tot ^iTTO TOt TOff 
■g[‘RftR'3 ?$05 ofRm f%R TOC?McTO"t (TO TO? '•TfrRt f^Rnw* TtTO 
TO 9?t5t :rtjtj|t ^RR «ti? tRcto I 4 ^Rft TO ?? ^^TO ^ «?1? 
nport ?fR*l '?f??t(A' l toR fttsi? TO93 ?5^ 
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'5|«<a*fr 5?f5n 6t*r-^f5n ▼%! 4 
’IRnw Mrs ^ftrsoH 1 ct 5rf^% ’rift 
5[Wni pRttw^ C^'tl PI '*ltft 4? 0»W 4’Fl5f 'arw^ 

^ _v • 

Trj^nStPlft' (University) I ^ ^ 

wf'm 

fep[nf<fhi 5t^n vftf^PR I Sir. Ji?r<nr 

^ m ^1 c^f^nn Vr^Rf^ 

^ (lV'])artnu‘nt) HO rt^f^ |^t¥1 

5t^?l Admiiufltrativo H])pr(>va! r i?T) nc? 

^ ^ ^ I ^ft 4 ^f^l ^lJ*T^f5TPt TTt^ 

^Ff%r3 ?7^ 

Sir, 4^ nC^" 4? <?T**r (R 

f^, 'strf^ ym fSp f-r^ oti r?i i 'strirs n’j-fT’fUr 

TPr?i 3 C5f^r^ fr^ri of^ 

r^cT I -zrt^ 3t7tc^ ^ cffoi i 

Sir, (TP^fWv A(T(Klr(»mo '-fR?n 3RfiT H 3rf^“?r 

YW?fTi: :rrFtn s 

^s?rR fro SniR r?‘?Tfi:5r vrrt^TH 

I #i7:^fir 5'r4r*'<fc^ striker^ 

^s^rtfr ^rrcr^ fv(<ffif cv^^f) Orj 

^ 9 ^ ^f%C5 I ^ C’PfW ? 9 S^iPTW 

2nlT^5^tf r»W5 '®itc^ 

4-1: 3t7i^ 

’5'fcr';-^-Sc5Rta moctingij f^Rtcui srrti ^St=rs^l 

5TF5T I 

Th% Hofi’bit Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr. IM>uU^ 

Speaker, it is iny proud privilt*g<* to-day to address the lioiionfthl^ 
members of tlii.s Hou.se us Minister for Education of the (iovernment of 
Bengal, the most advanced province in India. J am reminded of a 
Bengali adage which says: “To the man who has got too many 
children it means the extinction of his family,” This is the English 
rendering of the Bengali adage. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, as Education 
Minister I find myself in the unfortunate position of lieing at the head 
of the largest body of teachers, studeut.s and other (lasses in Bengal. 
The demands from all side.s are so insistent and in many cases without 
due regard to the proportfonate rules that apply that the Education 
Minister’s life has been made very uneasy for very many reasons. I 
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have listened to the debates of the honourable members with great care 
and attention, especially having taken over charge of the department 
only a few months agi. And I thank the honourable members for the 
flood of light that they have thrown upon the debate on majiy important 
topics, the light which I shpuld as a beginner try to follow with a view 
to solving the j)ressing educational problems of Bengal. 

* 1 ^ 

Sir, the subject tliat has loomed large in the debate is ^ibout the 
education of the scheduled castes. I have leen that as many as five or 
six members have spoken on that subject. J have made a brief bird’s 
eye review of the position .so far a.s the education for the scheduled 
castes is concerned, and 1 think that the scheduled castes have been 
very well treated so far as their education is concerned. I will now 
place, for the information of the Hoii.se — of course. I am subject to 
correction — what I have found to be the general position as regards 
scheduled castes’ education in the province. The scheduled caste 
community has been given special facilities which have not been given 
to any otlier community in Bengal. As a matter of fact, recently there 
was a c«)mmnnication to me from the Native State of Gwalior as to 
what facilities have been given to the scheduled castes in Bengal which 
the State wanted perhaps for drawing up a scheme tor the education of 
their scheduled caste people. That is a long letter, and 1 do not think 
this is the proper time and occasion to j)lace it here. The rej)l\ given 
to the Gwalior State will meet the points relating to schetluled castes’ 
education that have been raised to-day. A lump provision, as the 
honourable members are aware, of Its. 5 lakhs was allowed in the 
Budget of 19d§-39 for the advancement of sidieduled caste education, 
and a Scheduled Caste Education Committee was set up on whose advice 
this money was spent. Gut of this amount, building grants to schools 
largely attended by s<'heduled caste boys and building grants for 
scheduled caste hostels both for school students and college studenU 
were given. Stipends and scholarships were given in relaxation of the 
rules. Fnder the Sti])end Rules, no post-graduate stipend is generally 
given, but in the ca.se of si’heduled caste students a dej»arture was 
^4ua4e. Ordinarily, only first division students are granted stipends, 

' but^fhis rule was relaxed in favour of the scheduled easte students. No 
school stipend is given out of the provincial revenues for sclundhoys at 
the high school stage belonging to Muslim or other cHnnmunities, hut as 
much as Rs. 72,000 is being spent consistently for the last two years 
for awarding stipends to scheduled caste students, so much so that 
money was, oven provided out of this Rs. 5 lakhs for distribution of 
books and slates to scheduled caste primary schools. When it was found 
that this amount of Ra. 5 lakhvS was going to he exhausted, Rs. 1,50,000 
was provided in last year's budget for the ^continuance of these facili- 
ties. Even in this year’s budget, though so tight it is, Rs. 1,50,000 
, has been provided for scheduled caste education. 
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Already an amount of Rs. 20,11>9 lias been made recurring for the 
purpose of awarding scholarsliips aud stipends to scheduled caste 
students. One State scholarship fur scheduled oaete students for study 
abroad also been created by Government, and it was already availed 
of^but has now been stopped due to the The (juesliou of making 

some of^Hbese facilities recurring is under the cousiderati<m of (lovern- 
ment on the recominendatioa of the Scheduled Caste Kdu(‘alion Ooin- 
mittee, aud it can be ho^d that as soon as the financial position 
improves, some of these grunts now given for advancement of Hchf<luled 
caste education will be made recurring. These are the facts. That 
shows that the question of eilination of scheduled cast<* children is 
being given the most anxious consideration by (ioverument. Gentlemen 
of the scheduled caste community will kindly rememher certain out- 
standing facts about their education. As regards the point (hat the 
scheduled caste community ha.s got n(> special institutions of its own, 

I may inform the members of the scheduled caste community that their 
children have got full access to all the existing institutions along with 
the boys of other cominunities, and ail these institutions will hestow 
special care on scheduled caste boys. Tln*re, again, a stej) forward has 
been takeif in the matter, (lentlemen of the scheduled caste com- 
munity will kindly remember that never before in (he liistory of this 
province was there u definite sum earmarked for the education of their 
community. Deulii^ with the Ibidget, gentlemen of the scheduled 
caste community will find that barring famine under which a sum of 
Rs. 10 lakhs is provided as a reserve, there is no other item in the 
Budget excepting the item of si'heduled caste education wdiere a reserve 
fund has been created. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: It is too insiifniiicunt a Hum. 

Mr. HARENORA NATH DOLUl: There iii no planned gebemo. 

Th* Hon’bla Khin Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I sball come 
to that later on, and I hope honourable members will hold their soul in 
patience till then. 

Then, Sir, so far as scheduled caste education is concerned, there 
was a special provision of Rs. 0,18,000 specially re.scrved for the educa- 
tion of scheduled caste students in addition to the facilities they are 
getting for education in general institutions. Out of this sum, 
although there has been a complaint about the inadequacy of the grant, 
there is still a balance left, and this year we have provided another 
Bs. 1,50,000 for scheduled ca.ste education, and the total amount comes to 
Rs. 2,86,000 or about Rs. 3 lakhs which will be spent during the course 
of the coming year 1942-43, and you will have an unspent balance of 
Rs. 28,000 on 31at March, V.m. Therefore the compiaiat is gather not 
genuine. When we find that we have made provimon of money for the 
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education of scheduled caste students from time to time y and when 
occasion requires, there is no n^d for an apprehension that ^heduled 
caste education may suifer at the hands of the present GoveflimentT 
The amount will continue to be available in any measure ^hieh is 
dictated by reason and isjJjased upon a substantial programme 
advancement. It is an inexhaustible Wiid for very many ^ars^to 
come. After we have got sufficient respuBse in this matter, of course 
Government will have to fall back upon tb^ question of recurring and 
non-recurring grant, but for the next ten years you may rest assured 
that this policy of Government will remain in force. There is a con- 
tinuity in the policy of Government, so far as I am concerned. After 
we have paid for all expenditure up to the Slst March, 1943, you will 
have still left Rs. 28,000 as a reserve in your hand. Therefore I say 
that for the time being it is not inadequate. If you are able to bring 
forward any suitable or proper scheme before Government, of course 
it will be open to Government to increase the amount as soon as addi- 
tional grant is required. Therefore there is this guarantee. I repeat 
that there is a continuity in the policy of Government, and I may tell 
the House that 1 will be the last man to break that continuity. Govern- 
ment is doing all that is reasonably possible, subject of (*<Bjr8e to the 
financial limitations. We have to adjuvst the claiml^nd rights of 
the (lid'erent communities under my charge in a manner so that no 
community may have any grievance against thexi|yier. There must be 
definite adjustment of claims, and for that we must be prepared. As 
a mutter of fact during the last oO years of my jxditical lite 1 have; 
always held that the backwardne.ss of a particular community is a clog 
on its advancemc'iit and until all the imporlunt (communities are able to 
march pun passu with one another, there is absolutely no hope for 
Indian nationalisation which is the ardent desire of us all. It is only 
on the wide question of that problem that you must take as uiueh 
interest iu the edueatiou of the backward Muslims as in the education 
of the backward scheduled castes and other backward classes. Of' 
course, a new claim has been made tor the aboriginal race. ^I will keep 
that point in mind, and 1 will see if anything can be done to extend 
the^sphere of our activities. I can assure my honourable friends 
representing the scheduled castes that if the past conduct of Govern- 
ment is any security for its gmal behaviour in future, they may count 
on our full support, subject to the limitations which I have already 
mentioned. They need not have* any fear on that account. They can 
come out with fresh proposals and if we are satisfied that it is necessary 
to implement them, Government will not be reluctant to pay even 
more. That is also the case with regard to other communities. 

Next to that I shall refer to the point raised by my friend on this 
side — I think Mr. Abdul K&rim — as regards MndrassAli edu^tiim. As 
a matter of fact, Madrassahs are getting about He. 9 lakhs anniially. 
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Of course I ^ tkat, subject to correction. This is with reference to a 
particula^kind of Madrassah. 1 am spiking about the old system of 
Madra8f(l& and not the junior or reformed system of Madrossoh'- tlic 
maktabs all that. This year we made a detinite projuisa! for the 
gpuH of an additional sum of Us. 40,000 auguuMitation of our 
Madrassal# grant, but as you are^t^are. owing to the tinaucial stringency 
coS8e(fueut upon the war sitimtion, no ailditional grant lias ln*e« 
permitted or allowed to be^hrought forward in the [iresent session. 
That is our explanation, if the situation improves, (‘ertainly we shall 
repay that amount w’ith compound interest. 

Now as regards primary education, our Professor of Philosophy 
used to tell us when he took his class when I was a college boy; “My 
boys, let us begin from the very beginning” and he woulil go over the 
same ground every day. I think gentlemen, some of you have read the 
Act 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please address the Chair. 

Th« Hon’ble Khwi Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, Sir. 
The preambUTstates : “Whereas it is expedient to make better provision 
for the progresll^e expansion”— mind the words “progressive expan- 
gion” — “of primary education in rural areas so us to make it available 
to all children and will^i view to make it compulsory within II) years.” 
Now’, Sir, 10 years have passed during the regime of the lust 
Ministry: during the regime of the last Ministry when Iho 
Leader of the Opposition was the mo.st important member. 1 
can tell you wdiy this period of 10 years was fixed. Any jmlilieiaii who 
knows anything about Ilengul and its complex circumstances would bo 
the last person to make this limit of 10 years. 1 iniglit tell you in 
this connection that in the most important pronouncement of 1017 by 
the Secretary of State it was .stated : “For the progressive realisation of 
responjuble (iovernment in llritish India” (Interruiitiims), If you 
cannot follow me, please keep quiet. (Renewed interruptions.) 

Mr. 8URENDRA MATH BISWAS: Why these unnecessary 
interruptions? 

Thu Hon'bM Kli«i Bihidur M. ABDUL KARIM: them go 

on. Now, Sir, 25 years have elapsed since the promulgation of that 
order, and we are not yet near the point of attaining responsible 
Oovemment in this prorince. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: On a point of information, Sir. 

'Sift ft ♦Itfir— ^*41 OppoiitioiM iWf ^ ft ftftcf 
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Tbt Hofi’bto Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Therefore, for 
progressive realisation con^ulsory primary education in province 
like Bengal, the making of a forecast of 10 years is simply rMiculous, 
but there was a motive behind it. Gentlemen, you mu4» remember 
that 1929 or 1930 was the^ year fixed for election, although the general 
election did not take place then. It asas an election campaign measure 
sponsored by Sir Nazimuddin for whiclr purpose he had to go**but to 
aome of the Eastern Bengal districts and make some speeches at several 
places with the object of making the people agree to this sort of taxa- 
tion. (Cries of “Question” from the Muslim League Opposition 
benches.) Therefore you can understand what was the motive behind 
it. Not only that. Primary education would have progressed very 
much more under this Act by this time than what it has done but for a 
conciliatory utterance of the Education Minister of those days, Sir 
Nazimuddin, on the floor of this House: “You District Board people 
will not be required to give all the amount to the School Board Fund 
which you are now spending for the purpose of primary education, 
because originally it was estimated that the District Boards will pay 
the amount which they have already been giving for primary educa- 
tion.” But this assurance given by the Minister in ch^e of Educa- 
tion had a deterrant effect so much so that the Distridt* Boards are now 
not paying anything at all. The Government have no money wdth 
which to pay for making education compulsorjijand free to at least GO 
lakhs of the population. Therefore you can understand that it is not 
due to any apathy on the part of Government that primary education 
is not making rapid progress; it is due also to the local conditions, 
because as I said on the floor of the Houst? in answer to a certain 
question 17 districts have already adopted their School Boards, and only 
6 out of those 17 are paying taxes. 


Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Is cess imposed in all districtaP 

Th« Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Only G districts 
are paying the tax. Owing to the economic condition people are 
not coming forward to pay their contributions. That is also another 
reason why primary education cannot make rapid progress. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Will you be able to finish within 
another five minutes P 


KHm iMudur M. AHIIIi KARIMl No, Sir. It is 
ao exhaustiT* and oomprehensive. I shall take another 15 minutes. 
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Then as regards the Primarj'. Education Committee Government did 
not take any action on their recommendations. Government have 
planned for the establishment of a Central Primary Education Board 
and the , other recommendations of the Committee are under the con- 
sideratioiji of Government. 

As regards the deprovincialfsation of scliools, to which reference has 
been made by Mr. Wordsworth, I perfectly agret* with him there. All 
that I can tell the House is that although there lias been a Uetrench- 
ment Committee in 1922 and 1932 recommending certain measures 
Government could not see their way to accept them, but I can assure 
the House that I will make experiment in the beginning by uholishing 
one or two Government high schools, so that the money spent on them 
might be given to other institutions. 

Then about the University, complaint has been made that Govern- 
ment are keeping silence over this matter. It has been stated that 
injustice has been perpetrated by the Calcutta University, but honour- 
able members ought to remember that the University is an autonomous 
body and Government liave very little control over it except what may 
be called a lesiduary right of control. Although this state of affairs 
is deplored by the Opposition, there is one favouruhle circumstance and 
it is this, that three leading lights of the University are now members 
of the Cabinet. What "e cannot do according to the strict terms of 
the Kegulation, we ciib have it effected through persuasion, and that 
is a very hopeful sign tor the time being. J urn now making serious 
study of the educational problems in Bengal, and if hoiumrable 
members will give me time, at least eix months, 1 hope to he able to 
do what can he reasonably expected. 

Last of all, 1 shall take up the personal allegations and insinuations 
that have been made against tbe Cabinet and against my public life. 
That was done by a Comilla man, and it is no wonder as a prophet is 
not respected in his area. But 1 can assure the House that as a matter 
of fact no such statement, as has been attributed to me, could have 
been uttered by any re.spousible man in Bengal. 1 do not think for 
one moment that age has added stupidity to my ignorance (laughter) 
and, as has^eeu stated by my friend from Comilla, an bonouable man 
who has known me all his life, a statement like that by me is inconceiv- 
able. It must be the figment of some diseased and confused brain. 
The gentleman was perhaps inspired by the atmosphere in which he 
lives. Any student of Geography knows that the middle line of the 
tropic of cancer passes over the town of Comilla especially the mahalla 
in which the honourable mover of this motion lives (renewed laughter) 
along with the Secretary of the Muslim League Association of Tippera. 
Ton hate heard what the etudtats themeehies hid to lay about me. 
You have also heard what the students liked to say about me. As a 
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matter of fact, another mis-statement that the honourable member has 
made is this, that during^ the Christmas recess I went to Comilla and 
met the principal, professors and all that. As a matter of fact, that 
is also a deliberate lie. I am reading only one sentence from the 
principal’s letter to me as to what I said to the principal and what he 
said 

Mr* AHMED H08AIN: Sir, may I say a few words? 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: At this stage you can only ask for 
permission for a personal explanation. You cannot raise any debatable 
point at this stage. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Sir, in my speech I raised some 
questions, and I require elucidation on those points from the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, let me 
finish and then he will have my answer. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: L^t him finish and if he does not 
reply to your questions, I cannot force him to do so 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Baha^r M. ABDUL KARIM: My honourable 
friend referred to my uttering certain things during the Christmas 
holidays. That is belied by the statement of the principal himself. 
He wrote to me: “On the occasion of your kind visit to Comilla, you 
told me on the 2drd January, 1942, in course of a conversation that you 
had got definite information that some of my colleagues were in 
sympathy with anti-Huq movement. You kindly advised me to warn 
them. Consequently I had a talk with them and they submitted 
written statements, copies of wdiich are enclosed herewith for your 
kind notice.” In their statements they deny this allegation 

Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, may we know from what he is 
reading? 

Mr* DEPUTY 8PEAKER: He has said that he is reading from 
a letter from the principal of the college. 

TbB Hon’blt Kim Baluukir M. ABDUL KARIM: As a matter 
of fact, during December 1 went to say my Id prayers at home. It 
was a purely aon*official private business. 
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Mft KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYs Mr. Deputy Speaker, may I crave 
your indulg^ence, and the indulpenoe of the House to make a short 
statement regarding the attitude of our party towards motions Nos. d8 
and 47. We, Sir, belong to the Opposition and it ivs expected that 
being in opposition we shall either vote in opposition or shall remain 
neutral. But in these two matters, if division is called we shall vote 
with the Government. 

Sir, I want to explain why we have come to thi.s decision. We do 
not want to be misunderstood. Our party is not against any religions 
instruction whatsoever. On tlie (‘ontrary, we an* tor imparting the 
fundamental truths and pn'cejits of all religions to all students, that is, 
Hindu students should he famili.ir with the fumlameiitjil precepts of 
Muhammadan religion and Muhammadan students should be taught 
the fiindaiTieutal ]»r(*cepis of Hindu religion ami our attitude is also the 
same as regards Christianity. Bui, Sir, the way in whicli this motion 
has been moved creates an apprehension in our mind that religious 
instruction in primary schools will lead to intolerance and gcfierally we 
have known by our experience 

Mfi FAZLUR RAHMANs Sir, i.s it a .speech P 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: ffie practice is tliat if leadem of 
groups or parties want to make a statement with tlie leave of the Chair, 
they are entitled to do that. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (Ui a pomt of order, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please allow him to tinish his speech. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Therefore, Sir, we are opposed to 
the motion moved 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have allowed him to make a state- 
ment and you have no right to raise a point of order in the midst of it. 
Please let him finish his statement and I will give you an opportunity 

af^rwards. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROYl We as a party are for imparting 
secular education to the boys. That is why we arc opposed to this 
motion. This statement is necessary* because, if 1 may point out to my 
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fHenda on flte left, in spite of the fact that we *are in opposition, we 
lare decided to vote with the Government. That is the peculiar situa- 
tion which needed explanation. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, my point of order was that I know 
that the leaders of the different groups are entitled to make statements 
if they like. But after the conclusion of the debate, the leaders can 
only explain their party position — whether they are going to partici- 
pate in the voting or not, but if they are allowed to make a speech on 
the motion, this is to throw open the debate because other parties may 
also like to enunciate 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is a mere statement. 

The motions Nos. 47, 49 and 50 of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that 
the demand of Its. 1,71,00,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — 
Education — Generar’ be reduced by Its. 100 were then put and a 
division called. 

(When the division bell was ringing.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED Sir, are you putting all the 

three motions together? Please put them separately. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It was decided that one s^>eech should 
be given on items Nos. 47, 49 and 50 and that they would be taken 
together. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: On a point of order, Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There cannot he any point of order. 
I have decided in consultation with the whip of your party that the 
three motions will be taken together. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: I^et me finish, Sir. As regards 
motions Nos. 47, 49 and 50. one refers to religious instruction, one 
refers to primary education and the third refers to administration of 
the Calcutta University. These three are quite different. Members 
may cast their votes in favour of one motion, say, for primary education, 
but may not vote for another, for instance, religious instruction. 

Df. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 also stand on this point of 
order. I find that some difficulty will really be caused if all the three 
motions are lumped together. You have a right under the rules to 
split up even one motion into several motions, but here the case is the 
contrary. Whether the whip has advised you or not, I do not know, 
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but if these are taken together there would be genuine difficulty, 
because it is quite possible that there may actually be division on one 
motion and no division on the others. Why should you then, Sir, 
insist upon all three being lumped together? I think it will be in the 
fairness of things if you put them separately. 

Mr. Khwajt SHAHABUDDIN: May I make a submisHaon as you 
have referred to me? I think there has been some misuiulerstaruling. 
The day when this demand was taken up I approached you to allow 
Mr. Israil to move one motion with a speech ami the other motions 
without any spcci'h. Tliere was no talk or any understamling how those 
motions would be voted upon. So what we request is, as Dr, Sanyal 
has also pointed out, that as these motions deal with absolutely separate 
maftters, they may be put separately to vote witluuit culling one division 
on all these three. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. If the Opposition so desire they should 
arrange whether 1 will taki* 47 first, or 40 first or TjO first. That has 
not been done. 


Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: We have no objection to any 
order in which these motions are put, j>r(»vi(l(‘d i1jc\ are put 
separately. 


The imdion of Mauivi Muhammad Israil that the demand of 
Rfl. 1,71,00,000 under the head “07— Kducation—tienerur’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and a division taken with the following 
result ; — 


AYEe--4i. 


Afetfvl Atli, MtaiMl MS.* 

AMai MaiB. Mr. Miaa. 

AMil Htfcla VlkriMSvrl, HmIvI M. 

AMbI MUM, Mr. A. M. 

AM«I KbMm, Mr. 

AMal urn m$wu, Mulvi. 

AM«lto>Al MthaiuS. Mr. 

AMvr aunu. Khu UMw A. f. M. 

AMBf RakiiM Mr. 

AM«r ImbIiM MsbauS, Mr. 

AMtr tMkutf. Muhrt M. 

MiUm t«tt StoMliBry. KMb aitaMr Mavhrl. 
AMw MaliMi, Mulfl Mi. 

AM NmMw, Mwtfl. 

Altai AM, Mr. 

AiMi AM MM, MMvf. 

AiiMi NtMiB Hr. 

AWM iHB AiiB^iu ******* 


rttlat Qvailr, Kku tiiiaitr Mulvi. 
rMt«r RUmm, Mr. (Omvi). 
r«l«r RUau, Mr. (Mrinuitafti). 

MtifMita ikuikaM, MuM. 

MuNUMHi AkBiai, KkM takil. 

MalBiito Aiaiai, Nkw iiiaiar Mulvt. 
Maliaiita AIiniMI, MmIvI <Ttf|MtaP 
MuirMiia AkliaM, Muhrl. 

Mtwi AM KkM Kukl, Al'Maii Mulvl. 
MUui»«i All, KkM KUMlar. 

Mwkuikiai lirali, Muhrl. 

MMUimi Mitau, KkM ••kaivr Or. tfvi. 
HaMrvKah, Mwaiiiii K. 
tMrnHm Kk««|« Mr, K.e.f.K. 
•MaM-Ataa, Mr. Ifii. 

SMIm, Mv. s. a* 

MraM tataM, Mr. 

MfMOMiiii, Mr. KiwM. 

VmM am MMBHwrv. Hr. 
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NOEI— ItiL 


AMirt Mttt, Mr. Mia. 

AMal MiWia, Martfl (MfiMMlafk). 

AMal MawM tkali. Maatvl. 

AMal Kaa«r, Mr. (allai Lai Maai). 

AMal MaJM, Maalvl (MyaiMilaia). 

AMal Waaai Kkaa, Mr. 

AMar Ranak, Maahri 
Aka Mawala karkar, Maalvl. 

Akal rail, Mr. Ml. 

Aaiiaryva OktMharf. Maharaja taakl Kaala, al 
Makttfaeha, Myaiaatiafk. 

AbaiM Khaa. Mr. lyM. 

Aaiiaaliah, Khaa lahih Maalvl. 

ARaiaMla AhaiM, Mr. 

Aihar All. Maalvl. 

•Mrallaja. Mr. lyM. 

taavrjM, tha Han’bla Mr. f raaiatha Nath. 

■aaarjaa. Mr. Ilhnath. 

■aaarjl, Mr. f. 

•aaarjl, Mr. lalya Rrlya. 
larat All. Mr. Ml. 

Raraia, Baba Pramharl. 

Baraia, Mr. f aipaJil- 

Baia. lha Naa’bla Mr. laataih Kaaiar. 

Bhavailk, Or. Oabiala Ohaalra. 

Blrkaiyra, Sir Haary. Bart. 

Biiarai. Baba Lakihail Narayaa. 

Bliwaa. Mr. Raiik Lai. 

Bliwai, Mr. tvraaira Natb. 

Cbakrabarty, Baba Naraaira Narayaa. 

Obippaalala, Mr. I. W. 

Olark. Mr. I. A. 

Dai, Baba Ralbaaatb. 

Oai, Rai lahib Aaakal Ohaalra. 

Oai, Rai lahib Kirit Bhataa. 

Oai, Mr. Manmahaa. 

Oai Qapta, Baba Khagaaira Nath. 

Oai Bapta, IHJat Naraaira Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirvaira Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. Naraaira Nath. 

Datta Bapta, Mill Mira. 

Datta Muamlar, Mr. Niharaala. 

Ilbar, Mr. Upaalraaath. 
iMlalal Nw|va, Kati. 

Faiiai Hap. tha Haa’bia Mr. A. K. 

Bhaia, Mr. Atal KHihaa. 

BiaaaMia Ahaial, Mr. 

Balaai Rabbaai Ahaaiaial, Maalvl. 

Balam lararar Naiaial, Mr. ihab lyal. 

Bapta, Mr. ilaiaib Ohaalra. 

Bapta, Mr.l. N. 

Baraag, Mr. Daaibar liagh. 

Byaiallla Ahiaal Obaalhary. AlbUJ. 

Haaiinaa. Mr, K. A. 

Naaaa All Ohawlhary. Mr. lyal. 

NaaaaaitMiaii, Maalvl Ml. 

Nathan AH Khaa. tha Haa‘bla Khaa Bahalar 
Maalvl. 

Naalaa Manhal. Mn., M.B.I. 

Nalanally lanalar. Khaa tahll Mmivi. 

Naary, Mr. DavM. 

Urti Aham Mia, MaalvL 

Maa. Mr. I. D. 

imrn All MaiaaiMar, MaataL 

RaMraMla Rhaa. Khaa RMMMav MaalvL 


Katan All Mina, taklktala Kimr lah tyal. 
Kaaar, Mr. Atol BhaaBra. 

Kaaia, Mr. RMiltba Rath. 

LablrL Baba Aibalaab. 

MaPhanaa, Mr. B. p. 

MaiiaMta Abnal. Dr. (Bagm). 

Maltl, Mr. Nlkaaja Babarl. 

MaJL Mr. AlwaHa Kaaiar. 

Majaailar, Mn. Hanaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Iiarar Ohaalra. 

Maalal, Mr. AnriU Lal. 

MaalaJ^r. Baaka Bahart. 

MaalaLHr. Birat Ohaalra. 

MaBlM. Mr. ilafialra Nath. 

Maalal. Mr. Kriibaa Praial. 

Maairananaa INanaball, Maalaaa Ml. 
Mapbai Nnaia, Mr. 

Mohiin All. Mr. Ml. 

Maaktpf|Ni, Tbi Haa'bli Dr. Byanpraial. 
Margaat Mr. B., O.I.E. 

Mailim Ali Mallab, Maalvl M. 

Maiammal Hag, Maalvl Ml. 

Mahammal Ahtal. Khaa Bahalar Maalvl iyal. 
Mahamnal Ibrahin. Maalvi. 

Mahaaiaial lihagaa, Maalvi. 

Mahamnal ••»Mpaa, Khaa Bahalar Maalvi. 
Makharjia, Mr. Tirakaath. M.B.E. 

Makharji. Mr. Dhiiaaira Narayaa. 

Makhirjii, Mr. B. 

Makhirji, Dr. lharat Ohaalra. 

Maiharraff Nouain, Nawab. Khaa Bahalar. 
Maitagaviai Hagai, Mr. lyi|. 

Maitafa Ali Diwaa, Maalvi. 

Natkir, Mr. Hiai Ohaalra. 

Pmar, Mr. Anaalilal. 

PetUagir, Mr. Q. U. 

Pranaaik. Mr. Tartakharaa. 

Rahmaa. Khaa Bahalar A. M. L. 

RaJibaMia Taraflar, Maalvl. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Ohaalra. 

Ray, Mr. Dhaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa laakar, 

Ray, Kihiral Ohaalra, Rai Bahalar. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatha Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Patiran. 

Oalarallia AbnH, Mr. 

•aaaallah. Or. 
baayal. Dr. Naiiaakiha. 

•aayai, Mr. laiaaha Bakbar. 

Barkar, Baba MaBbaialia. 

Baa, Mr. Atal Ohaalra. 

Baa, Mr. DhlraNra Natb. 

Baa, lagaih Chaalra. Rai Bahalaf. 

Baa-Bapta, Mn. NaWa. 

Bhahalali. Mr. ,, 

Bbaniallla AbnH, tha Naa*bla Hr. 
Bbaaiwilia Ahnal Kbaalkar Mr. 
tiagba. Baba Kibatn Natb. 

Biriar Baba Utta Maala. 

Btark, Hr. A. F. 

Bar, Mr. Naraaira Kaamr ^ 

WaUar Rahnaa. HaafvL 
Warlnrartb. Hr. W. Bh B. L B. 

Yaaaaf Mirth. 

Zanaa, Hr. A. M. A. 
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The Ayes >bein|? 38 and the Noes 128, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of 
Rs. 1,71,00,000 for expenditure under the head '*37-~Education— 
General” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and a division taken with 
the following result: — 

AYCI-3«. 


AN«I AiIi, 

AM«i NtSi, Mr. Mini. 

AMti Man* Vlkran^ifJ. Mmifl Ml. ^ 

AMai Ma»ll, Mr. A. M. 

AMal KariM, Mr. 

AMtl laUf tawai. Ma«t«i. 

AMvIla-AI MtknMl, Mr. 

AM«r taman. Khaa Sakaur A. f. M. 

AMitf aakMaa IMIiial. Mr. 

AMa^aiekM Mtkmoa. Mr. 

AMar Raiktal, Maulvi Ml. 

Akiui I kak«ap. Maulvi Ml. 

AkMur Raia Ckaulfcurjr, Kkan Sakaur Maulvi. 
AkttI Haikim. Maulvi. 

AkMvl Ail MrMka, Maulvi. 

Akaial Haiain. Mr. 

Farka Raia Ckaulkuri, Mr. M.s,. 

Fulul Quair.Kkaa Sakalur Maulvi. 


Fatlur Rakaiaa, Mr. (Oataa). 

Fuiur RakMan, Mr. (MyaNailagk). 
Hattaila Okuakurl. Mauhrl. 

Maaiiiaita Ak«a. Rkaa takik. 

Jataiullia Akua, Kau Sakaur Maulvi. 
MaAiuaia Akma, Maulvi (Tlavra). 
Mauiruain Ahkaul, Maulvi. 

Maiul All Kkau Fauai, AI>Na| Maulvi. 
Mukammvl Ali, Kkau Sakaur. 

Mukanmal lirail, Maulvi. 

Mukamuia IMIiguv, Kkau Sakaur Or. lya. 
Nauruilak, Na»aiaa K. 

NaiiuiailR Kkaaia Sir. K.O.I.I. 
Sakvkt-Alam, Mr. sya. 
taliM, Mr. I. A. 

Etraiul i»lam, Mr. 

Skakaullifl. Mr. Kk«a|a O.S.E. 

Vuiul All Ckaulkuri. Mr. 


NOEI— liO. 


AMul Natl. Mr. Mia. 

AMul Maklui. Maulvi (Myuituiinik). 

Aaui Mauiil Ikak. Maulvi. 

ANul Ka#r, Mr. (alia* Lai Mtak). 

AMul Majil, Maulvi (M|iuanila|k). 

AMul Wika Kkan. Mr. 

AMur Rauak. Maulvi. 

Aka Mauain tarkar, Maulvi. 

Akul fal, Mr. Ml. 

Ackarvya oaakuri, Makaraja Suki KaaU, 
Muklagacka. MyaiaRiIngk. 

AkRMl Kkan. Mr. syvi. 

ANaiuMla Akaial, Kkan SakMur MauNI. 
AMiaullak, Kkau kakik Maulvi. 

Amir AH Mia, Maulvi Ml. 

Aaiaiallla Akiaal. Mr. 

BMrullaia, Mr. Syal. 

•Marjaa, Ika Maa kit Mr. Fraaiatka RaJk. 
ttuarp. Mr. Satya f riya. 

■arat All. Mr. Ml. 

•aruM. Saku framkarl. 

•arwa. Mr. f uakuiH. 

■aku, Ika Nta Ma Mr. Saatuak Kumar. 
Skaamik, Or. Sakillk Okaalra. 

•irkmyra, sir Naary, Sart 
•laaM, SMu Lakakmi Rarayaa. 

•IIWM, Mr. RMik Lai. 

OltaM. Mr. turuMra Hatk. 

SkUrakartty. Saku Raraalra Rarayaa. 
• fcl psai M a N . Mr.l. W. 

Mm, tal takM Aaufcut Skaaira. 

Mai, Mai fakik Kirtt Mkaaaa. 

Mai, Mr. Ma a mak a a. 


Dai Sukti, Sriiut Nirvaira Natk. 

DuNa SuyU. Miii Mira. 

Dutta Matumiar. Mr. Nikaraalu. 

Elkar, Mr, Uyvnlrauatii. 

Emialul Haauv, Kaii. 

Faxiui Hua. Ika Nan'kla Mr. A. K. 

SkVM, Mr. Atui Kriifcaa. 

Oiaiullin Akmvl, Mr. 

Stiam Rakkaai Akammal, Maulvi. 

Sklaai Sar^ar Naiaiai, Mr, kfcak lytl. 

Sapta, Mr.l. N. 

Ourung, Mr. Oamktr Singk. 

Syaiullla Akmvl Ofcuulkury, Alkali. 

NamUtun, Mr. K. A. 

Naaaa All 0lif*lkvry, Mr. SyM. 

NauauMamaa. Maulvi Ml. 

Naikvm AH Kkau, tkv Nua'kiu Kkau Sakalar 
Maulvi. 

Navlaa Murikvl, Mri. M.S.E. 

Natvmaliy lamMar. Kkau eaktk Maulvi. 

Nvalrr, Mr. DavM. 
lirto Akmvl Mia, Maulvi. 
laaak Ail Ma}vmlar, Maulvi. 

Kaatm All MHia. Sakiktala Kaaaa lak lyul. 
Kumar. Mr. AtuI Skaaira. 

KaMu, Mr. NifkNka Ratk. 

LaMH, Saku AvkulMk. 

MfFkantu, Mr. S. t. 

MatvuMlu Akmvl, Or. (Sagra). 

Mall, Mr. AlwaNa Kumar. 

Majumlar. Mrv. llvmaar«ML 
Maulaf. Mr. Amrtta Ul. 

MMlal, Mr. taaka OakaH 
Maaiai, Mr. Siral SkmiSra. 
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■M4i4 Mr.49gmi4n Italic 
rnmM, m, KrMiat fmai. 
rnmlntfimm MMltia M. 

Mtftal H«Mia, Mr. 

MtMa, All Mr. M. 

MMliariN, tb« Nm'M« Or. if aMpraMi. 
Mar|aa« Mr. 0.1.1. 

Maalaai Alf MtUaO, Maalvl M. 

MatamiiMl Naa* Maalvl MO. 

MaOaaiaiaa Ahal. Kiaa Oaaaaar Maalvl if$4. 
MaOwaiaatf Ikrahiai, Maalvl. 
MaOaaiaiailiaaaaa, Maalvl. 

MaaamauM laialaiaB, KOaa lakaiar Maalvl. 
Makatrlaa, Mr. Tarakaatk. M.I.E. 

Maikarraff Maiiala, Nawaa, Kkaa lakaOar. 
Maitaiawial Haaaa, Mr. lyaO. 

Martafa All Oivaa. Maalvl. 

Raakar, Mr. Hvai Okarira. 

Paitfar, Mr. Aaaailial. 

PaMlacar, Mr. 0. U. 

Praaiaaifc, Mr. Tariaiekaraa. 

Raliaiaa, Kkaa takaaar A. M. L 


iUillbaiiia Tarilar, MaalvL 
Rtjr, Mr. OOara OlMMOra. 

Ray, Mr. Oliaaaaiay. 

Ray, KaUrvtft Oktaira, Ral RaOatfar. 
Ray, Mr. Maaaiatlia Matk. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 
laiaraMla AkaMi, Mr. 
laayal, Mr. lataaka lakkar. 
larfcar. Raka Matfkaiaiaa. 
laa, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

••a, Mr. Dkiraakra Natk. 

laa, Jaaatk Okaakra, Ral Rakakar. 

Ikakakali, Mr. 

tkaaiMkkIa AkaMk, tka Haa'Ma Mr. 
IkaaiiaMlia Akawk Kkaakkar. Mr. 

Raka Kikatra Natk. 

•irikr, Raka Utta Muaka. 
ftark, Mr. A. F. 

Wallar Rakaiaa, Maalvl. 

Warkiwartk, Mr. W. C., O.I.f. 

YaaiMl Mina. 

Zaaiaa»Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 36 and the Noes 110, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of 
Es. 1,71,00,000 for expenditure under the hejd “37 — Education — 
Oeneral” be reduced by Ks. 100 was then put and a division taken 
with the following resuult: — 


AYES-35. 


Akkal Alia, Maalaaa Mk. 

Akkal Naki. Mr. Miru. 

Akkal Nakiai Vikraaipvrl, Maalvl Mk. 

Akk al NaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

Akkal KarlM, Mr. 

Akkal Latif RRwai, Maalvl. 

Akkalla>AI Makaitak, Mr. 

AMar Rakaiaa, Kkaa Rakakar A. F. M. 

Akkar Rakaraa fMklyl, Mr. 

Akkar RaNkM Makaiaak, Mr. 

Akkar Raikaak, MaaNI Mk. 

AMar ikalMak, Maalvl IM. 

AkMar Rtaa Okaakkary, Kkaa Rakakar Maalvl. 
Akal Naiklai. Maalvl. 

Akaiak Ail MrMka, Maalvl. 

AkaMk Maula, Mr. 

Futal Qaakir, Kkaa Rakakar Maalvl. 

Failar Rakaiaa, Mr. |OaMa|. 


Fatlur Rakaiaa, Mr. (M)rmtniia(k). 

Haki vikia Okaakkarl, Maalvl. 

NaaiMvkkia Akaiak, Kkaa lakik. 
kalalakkia Akaiak, Kkaa Rakakar Maalvl. 
Makiakkia AkaMk, Maalvl (Tipyar*)- 
Maairaikia Akkaak, Maalvl. 

Maiak All Kkaa Faaai, AI-NakJ Maalvl. 
MakaaiaHk All. Kkaa Rakakar. 

MakaaiMak Itrall, Maalvl. 

Mvkaaiaiak iMkiava, Kkaa Rakakar Dr. lyak. 
Naaaraiiak, Naaakaaka K. 

Natlaiakkla Kkva|a kir, K.O.I.F. 
takMa-Alaai. Mr. fyak. 
fallal. Mr. S. A. 
f arajat IMaai. Mr. ^ 
tkakakNkla, Mr. Kkaala, O.R.E. 

Yaiaf All Okaakkary, Mr. 


NOES -104. 


ANal Nail, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Naklai, Maalvl (MyaNaNagk). 

AMal HaaiW Ikak, Maalvl. 

AMal kakkar Paitvaa, Mr. Mk. 

AMal Kaktr. Mr. (allaa Ul Maak). 

AMal MaJM, Maalvl (MyaNaNagk|. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

AMar Raiiak, Maalvl. 

Aka Naaaala tarkar, Maalvl. 

AMI Fail, Mr. Mk. 

Aakaryya Okaakkary, MaMrala taaki Kaala, a* 
MaMaiaaka, MyaNaatafk. 


laiak Kkaa, Mr. tyak. 

taiakklB Akaiak. Kkaa URM*' Maalvl. 

alaaHak, Kkaa lakik Maalvl. 

■ir All Mia, Maalvl Mk. 

liaiakkla AkaMk. Mr. 

tkarakkala. Mr. lyak. 

laarlaa. tka iaA'kN Mr. FraiMtka Natk. 

laarH, Mr. IMya Friya. 

irat All, Ml. Mk. 

iraM. Raka Praaikart. 

iraa, Mr. F W iilN . 

iia. tka Mkii’kla Mr. faiMi Ka«w. 
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•IrkMirt, iir NMry, »$tt 
■Imti, till UMmri NtrMfM. 

•Inrai, Mr. tasifc Ui. 

•ifwai, Mr. t«r«»ira Natk. 

•taliralarty» taba NartMra Rararaa. 
SMppMaalt, Mr. J. W. 

Dai, Rai lakib Aaakal fthaaira. 

Oat, Mr. Manaialiaa. 

^ Dai Dapte, taka Kba|ta4ra Natk. 

Oai Dafla, Irilat Nar«a4ra Nath. 

Daita iaata, Min Mira. 

4latta MataaMar, Mr. Hikaraaka. 

I Oar. Mr. Upaaaraaath. 

EaMakal NHa«» Kul. 

Fatlel Naa, tka Haa'kta Mr. A. K. 

Nkaaa, Mr. Atal Kriahaa. 

•laiaitfia AkaiMI. Mr. 

flalaai Rakkaai Abammaa. Maalvi. 

Nalaai laraar Naaaini, Mr. (kak tjral. 

NarU, Mr. J. N. 

Nyai|Mia Akaiaa Chaaakury. Alkaaj. 
Hamitaa, Mr. K. A. 

Naaaa Ati Okaaikary, Mr. Syad. 
Haaaaauaaiaa, Maalvi Mi. 

Naiktai All Khaa, Tka Haa'kia Khaa Rabaiar 
Maahri. 

Naaiaa Mvrahaa, Mra., M.I.f. 

NatamaUy Oma4ar. Khaa fakib Maalvi. 

Mrii Abaiaa Mia. Maalvi. 
laaak Ali Majaaidar, Maalvi. 

Kaaaai Ali Mina, f akibiala Ka.^aa Jak CyO. 
Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Cbaaira. 

Kaala, Mr. Niakitha Natk. 

Lakiri, Naka Aakutaab. 

Mffharaaa, Mr. N. P. 

Makiaaaia Ahaiaa. Or. (tafra). 

MaJI, Mr. Akaalta Kaaiar. 

MaJaaMar, Mrs. «Maaiaarfva. 

Maakal. Mr. Aairita Ul. 

Maakal, Mr. Naaka lakari. 

Maaaal, Mr. tirat f baNra. 


Maaial. Mr. OfaiMft Natk. 

MaMal, Mr. Krtakaa tmut, 

Maairtnaaiaa lalMkiiaii, Maaiaaa m, 
Maakal Naaala, Mr. 

Mahaia AH, Mr. Mi. 

Maakariaa. Tka Haa'kia Dr. lyaaupraaO. 
Margaa. Mr. •.« k.|.|. 

MaaanaMi Nag, Maahri M. 

Mabaaiaiai Akial. Khaa lakariar Maahri tya«. 
Makaaiaiaa Ikrakiai, Maalvi. 

Makawaiai likaaaa, Maahri. 

Mvkaaiiaaa fataiaiaa. Khaa kakalar Maahri. 
Makarlaa. Mr. Tarakaatk. M.ftJI. 

Maabarrak Naaaala, Naarak. Khaa takakar. 
Maatagiftaal Na«va, Mr. iyak. 

MuiUra Ali Oaaraa, Maalvi. 

Naahar, Mr. Naai Okaaira. 

Praaiaaik. Mr. Tariaiakaraa. 

Rabaiaa. Kkaa takakvr A. M. k. 

Rallkakkia TaraMar. Maalvi. 

Ray. Mr. Ohara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Ohaaaajay. 

Ray, Kabirak Okaakra. Rai Rakakar. 

Ray. Mr. Maaaiatha Natk. 

Ray. Mr. Patlraai. 
lakarakkia Akaiak, Mr. 
laayal, Mr. laaaaka takhar. 
larkar, Raka Makkaaakaa. 
laa, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 
taa, Mr. Dklraakra Natk. 
taa.kataih Okaakra, Rai Rakakar. 
tkakakali, Mr. 

tbaaiaakkia Ahaiak, tka Haa'kia Mr. 
lhaaiiakkia Abaiak Kkaakkar, Mr. 

Ilafba, Raka Kikatra Natk. 
lirkar, Raka LItta Maaka. 

Itark. Mr. A. r. 

Waflar Rabaiaa. Maalvi. 

Warkavartk, Mr. W. 0., 0.1.1. 

Yaafat Mina. 

Zaawa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being (Jf) and the Noes 104, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that (he (lemond of 
Hs, 1,71,00,000 for expenditure under the head “d7 — Kdueution— 
General" be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr, Faziur Rahman that the demand of 
Rs. 1,71,00,000 for exjjenditure under the head *‘d7 -Kdueation — 
General" be reduced by Rs. 100 was (hen put and a division (aken with 
following result: — 


Akkal Alls. Maalau Mk. 

ARkal Mail. Hr. Hiraa. 

Akkal Nakia Vikraafarl, Maahri fk. 
Akkal MaaM, Hr. A. M. -•% 

Akkal Karla, Mr, 

Akkal UM DMara, Maahri. 

Utkaia A I Makattk. Mr. 

tmn Kakaaa, Kkai Rakakar A. ¥10, 

Mm Kakaua t lk kl g l, Mr. 


AYEI~3i. 

Akkar RaakW Makanak, Mr. 

Akkar RaMMak, Maihri Mk. 

Akkat Ikakaak, Maalvi Mk. 

AMkar Rita Rkaarkkary. Kkaa Rakakar MaaMU 


Akal Hwkia, Maalvi. 
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DEMAND POE GEANT8. 


rmw Rtkimui, Mr. (M yn i Mgfc ). 
HatiMiki OfcMikan, Maaivf. 
NaMMaMla AftMi, Kftaa liftM. 
Jila tB it Ma Afeatatf, Kfeaa lakatfar MaalfL 
MaiaMMa AkaMi, Maaltl (Tlpfara). 
MaalraMla Akkaai, Maaltl. 

Mawtf All Kkaa Faaal, AI-HaiJ Maaltl. 
Makaaiaita All, Kkaa takatfar. 
MateaiaMl lirait, Maaltl. 


llka«aMtf iMMiaa, Kkaa Kakaiar Or.lyatf. 
NanraMak, Nawakaatfa K. 

HailaMMa. Kkaala Mr. K.k4.l. 
takaka-Alaai, Mr. lyta. 

lallai. Mr. S.^ 

ItnUal IKaai. Mr. 

•kakakaMla, Mr. Kkvala, O.K.E. 

YaMf AH OkaaManr, Hr. 


NOEI— 112. 


Aklal Natl, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Mtkiai, Mialti (MyaMailafk). 

Akial NaaiM Ikak. Maaltl. 

AkEal MalM, Maalvl |Myaiaaila|k). 

Akaal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

Akiar Ranak, Maaltl. 

Aka Naiiaia farkar, Maalvl. 

Akai rail, Mr. Mtf. 

Aikama Okaatkary, Makaraja tathi Kaata, at 
Maktacacka, Myaiaatlack. 

Akaiai Kkaa, Mr. lytl. 

AHaiaMla AkaiMl. Kkaa takaiar Maalvl. 
Aailnallak, Kkaa tahlk Maalvl. 

AiiaiaMla AkaiN, Mr. 

•airvaivja, Mr. lyvi. 

•aaarjH, tka Nan'kit Mr. Fraaiatka Natk. 
Aaaarjaa, Mr. Ilkaatk. 

•aaarjl, Mr. P. 

Raaarji, Mr. latya Priya. 

•arat Alt, Mr. M4. 
laraia, taka Praaikarl. 

•araia, Mr. Paiyallt. 

•aia, tka Han*kla Mr. laalask Kamar. 

■Irkaiyra, Hr Nanry, tart. 

■iaarai, taka Lakakaii Narayaa. 
lliaraa, Mr. Railk Lai. 

■Iiwav, Mr. taraakra Natk. 

Okakrakarty, taka Naraakra Narayaa. 
Oklpyaakala, Mr. J. W. 

Oaa, taka Rakkaaaatk. 

Daa, Ral laklk Aaakal Okaakra. 

Oaa, Mr. Manmakaa. 

Daa tupta, taka Kkaftakra Natk. 

Daa tapu, Srijat Naraakra Natk. 

Datta, Mr. Okiraakra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Martakra Natk. 

Datta Aapta, MMa Mira. 

Datta Muaaikar, Mr. NIkaraaka. 

Ekkar, Mr. Upaakraaatk. 

Kaklakal Napaa. Kui. 

fallal Natl, tka Maa'kia Mr. A. K. 

tkan, Mr. Atal Kriakaa. 

tiaaakkia Akaiak. Mr. 

talaai Rakkaal Akaaiaiak, Maalvl. 

talaai lar«ar HMalal, Mr. tkak lyak. 

Dapta. Mr. k. N. 

tyaaakkia Akaiak Ckaakkary, AlkakJ. 

Maiaa All tkaarikary, Mr. lyak. 

Hataaaataaiaa, Maalvl Mk. 

Naikaai AH Kkaa. tka Naa'kH Kkaa takakar 
Maalvl. 

Mailaa Marakak, Mra., M.i.1. 

Nalaaiaily kaaiakar, Kkaa kaklk MaalvL 
tkfta Akaiak Mia. Maalvi. 
kalaa, Mr. I. D. 

Kaiaai AH Mina, HkMtala KMraa Mk tyak. 


Kaaka, Mr. Nlakltka Natk. 

Lakirl, Raka Aakataak. 

MaPkanaa, Mr. 8. P. 

Matiakkia Akaiak, Dr. (lafra). 

Maltl, Mr. NIkaaja iakarl. 

Mail, Mr. Akaralta Kaaiar. 

Majaaikar, Mrt. Haaiaprava. 

Mai, Mr. liwar Okaakra. 

Mankal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Maakal, Mr. Raaka iakarl. 

Mankal, Mr. tirat Okaakra. 

Mankal. Mr. Jafankra Natk. 

Mankal, Mr. Kriakna Praiak. 

Manlrnnaman lilnmakakl, Manlana Mk. 

Mapknl Naiain, Mr. 

Makiln All. Mr. Mk. 

Maakarjaa. tka Hon'kia Dr. tyaaiapraaak. 
Margan, Mr. 0., O.I.E. 

Muhimmak Altai, Kkan iakakur Maalvl lyak. 
Mvkammak Ikraklm, Maalvi. 

Mukammak Iskaqua, Maalvi. 

Mukammak talaiman, Kkan takakar Maalvl. 
Makarjaa, Mr. Taraknath, M.t.E. 

MakarJI, Mr. Okirankra Narayaa. 

MufckariN, Mr. t. 

Makkarjl, Dr. Ikarat Okaakra. 

MaakarraR HMain, Nanrak, Kkaa takakar. 
MaatagawMl Haava, Mr. lyak. 

Maitata All Da»an, Maalvi. 

Natfcar, Mr. Ham Okaakra. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinickaran. 

Rakman, Kkaa takakar A. M. L 
Railkakkin Taratkar, Maalvi. 

Ray, Mr, Okara Okaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Okananjay. 

Ray, Mr. KIraa tanluir. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Natk. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

•aayal. Dr. NaHaakaka. 

•anyaL Hr. lavaaka lakkar. 
larkar, taka Makkaaakaa. 
tan. Mr. Atal Okattfra. 
taa. Hr. Dkiraakra Natk. 
tan, kHMk Okaakra, Ral takakar. 
taa-tapta, Mra. NalUa. 
tkakakaH, Hr. 

tkaawakkla Akmak, tka Haa'Ma Mr. 
tkaaMvkkIa AkaNk Kkaakkar, Hr. 
tiagka, taka Kakaira Natk. 
tiaka, Iriiat Maalakra tkaaaa. 
tlrkar, taka LWa Maaka. 

Stark, Hr. A. f. 

lar, Mr. Naraakra KaaMr. 

WaHar Rakaiaa, Maalvl. 
warkwaHk, Mr. W. t.. 0.t.f. 

Yaaaal Htrai. 


ZtMa, Mr. A. H. A. 
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The Ayes being 35 and tlie^oes 112, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Rs. 1,71,00,000 
for expenditure under the head “37 — Eduration — Oenerar' be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of 

Rs. 1,71. 00. (KK) for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — 

General'’ be reduced by Its. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of llabu Hadhanuth Da- that the demand of 

Rs. 1.71,00,000 for e\j>endifure under tin- head “37 --“Education — 

General ’ be reduced Its. 100 wa^ tlien put and lost. 

The motion ol !Maul\i Mafiznddin .\hnied tliat the demand of 

Rs. 1.71,00,000 \or expenditure und»‘r the heail “37 -Education- 

General” be reduced by It.s. lOtt was tiieii put ami le^t 

The motion ol llahu Madhusudan Sarkar that the demand of 

Rs. 1,71.00,000 lor eNpemhtuie undei the head “37 -Education- 

General” be reduced H''. HtO \\ji> then j>ut and lost, 

The motion <0 the lien hie Khan Itahadui M, Abdul Karim that u 
sum of Ks. 1.71.t»0,000 be ;^ianted On expemlitiire under the head “37 — 
Educativn — (ieiierar’ ua«j then put ami agreed te 


37— Education— Anglo-Indian and European. 

The Hqn'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir. on the 

recommendation ef lli^ Ex‘elbne> the (^..^eImlf I niuve that a sum of 
Rs. 11,22.800 he granted for expemlilure under the head “37— Educa- 
tion — Anglo-Indian ami Eurupean. 

The inoti(»n ^^as (hen put ami agieed to. 


Adiournment. 
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[20th Maech, 


Proceedmgi of the Legislative Assembly assembled 

under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the ^ 
20th March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalali ddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 

8 Hon’ble Ministers and 203 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Extension of service to officers in the Medical Department. 

•177. Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8; (a) Will the Honlde Minister 
in charge of the Public lleiilth and Local Self-doveniment Department 
be pleased to state whether it is the accepted principle of Government 
that no extension should be given to any officer on his attaining the age 
of retirement? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether this principle is observed in the 
Medical Department ? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
8ELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Mr. 8antosh 
Kumar Basu): (a) Yes, it is the general principle. 

(h) Yes, it is generally observed. In some special cases, however, 
extension has been granted in the exigencies of public serv'ice. 

(c) For reasons applicable to the cases mentioned in (b), the 
honourable member is referred to the rei)ly to his starred question 
No. 158 on the IGth March, 1942. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minuter be 
pleased to state the criterion of special cavses^in which extension has 
been granted? 
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Tilt Mr. lANTOtH KUMAR SAtUi That would dif^r 

iu individual cases. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is n fact that the extension in the cases tneutioued 
in his answer (e) was granted with a view to shut out Muslim oandidatea 
being appointed f 

. Thi Htn’bli Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BAlUt 1 do not at all accept 
that position. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hun'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government will consider tlie desirability of 
sticking strictls to the general principle that no extension should bo 
given to any otlicei on his attaining the age ot 50 years ^ 

The Hon*b»« Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 personally 
welcome that view hut I am afraid that it cannot l>i* given effect to. 


Covamment grant to Thana Diipanaarita. 

M78. Mr. MANIRUDDiN AKHAND: (a) Will the lion hie 
Minister in charge of the Public Heolth and liOcal Self-(i<iveruinent 
Department be pleased to .stale — 

(t) whether all the thana dispensaries in the J’rovince are getting 
iiovernmeut grunt; and 

(it) what are the conditions for such a grant P 

(b) If the answer to (a) (i) is in negative, will the Hou’hle Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of sanction- 
ing grants to all thana dispensaries P 

Tha HoiPbfa Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) 0) No 

(ii) and (b) The honourable member is referred to the reply 
given to clause (b) of starred question No. 1511 lui the lOlh March, 1942, 

(c) No. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUFTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to give the reason why be does not see the desirability of 
sanctioning grants to thana dispensaries P 

Tha HoiFbla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Certain oonditiona 
have got to be fulfilled by the local bodies concerned. That is ilia 
difficulty which stands In the way of acceding to this raquast. 
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Distmt in Chntalpar Union/ Brahmanbaria, Tifipara. 

M79. Mr. JAGAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Rerenue Department aware that acute distress 
prevails amongst the cultivators in the Chatalpar Union Board of the 
Brahmanbaria subdivision in the district of Tippera? » 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps he proposes to take in th^ 
matter? 

MINISTER in oharga of the REVENUE and JUDICIAL and 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’bte Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee): (a) Yes. 

(h) (1) A sum of R8.200 has been given in gratuitous relief. 

(2) A sum of Rs. 1,000 was spent by the District Board in test relief 
work. ^ 

Test relief work is going on now on the road from Bholakut to 
Chatalpar. 

(3) A sum of 118.4,000 has been spent on paddy husking. The 
work continues and about 400 families are thus being regularly helped. 

(4) A sum of Rs. 10,000 has been given as agricultural loan. A 
further sum of Rs. 0,000 is being distributed to enable the cultivators to 
purchase seeds, etc. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why Government does not introduce hand- 
spinning as a relief work in such cases? 

The Hon*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; The matter, 
so far as I am aware, is governed by certain rules and hand-spinning 
is, I think, in my opinion a method of te.st relief. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: AYill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether earthwork as test relief work has been 
introduced in that area? 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; I am afraid 
1 have not got the information here but I shall make an enquiry if 
the honourable member so desires. 

8 |. MANINDRA BHU8AN BINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Famine Code does not exclude hand- 
spinning ? 
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m HM’bit Mr. PRAMATHA NATH tANtMfll I mn Afraid 


I canBot give that information. I do not myaolf undarstand the 
Famine Code very well. It is guch a complex code that aa I explained 
the other day, Government have frameil a Famine Manual. A« goon 
as time is available, a simplified code can l>e intr(»duced. 


Or. 9URESH CHANDRA SANERdEE: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that hand-spinning as a measure of relief is being introduced by 
adme private organisations, specially the (ongress organisation in tbe 
district of Tippera? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEEs I believe so. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
the sum of Its. 10, (MK) given as agricultural loan is not sutlicient nt. 
allP 

Tha HOfl’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: Jn this 
matter Government will ordinarily be guidinl by (be rerommendationa 
made by District Officers and the best course I can suggest to (he 
honourable member is to appr(*ach the District Officials in the first 
instance. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that paddvhu.sking has been stop|»ed in that rireuP 

Tha Hoti’bia Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: No. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hoirblc Minister be 
pleased to enquire whether that is causing great dislress or notP 

The Hon*bi« Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: Yes. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERdEE: In view of his answer to 
an earlier question of mine, will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
make an early enquiry into the measures that are being taken by this 
Government and find out if hand-spinning as n measure of test relief 
is successful, and, if found successful, will he please ask the Govern- 
ment to introduce similar measures in other areas P 

Thi Hwi'blt Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: So far as other 
areas are concerned, that is a matter which is not within the purview 
o;f the question asked. 

Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that no grant has been nbde up 
till now to the District^f Tippera for earthwork test relief P 
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Tfm Hon’llto Mr. PRAMATHA NATH RANER4€Es If the 

honomuble member looks at the answer to question No. 179, he will 
End the statement about the Tarious measures taken to give relief to 
the cultivators. If he wants further information, I shall be glad to 
make an enquiry. 

Gratuitous Relief in Cox’s Bexar subdivision. 

*50. Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD; (a) Is the"^ 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(t) that scarcity prevails generally in Cox’s Bazar subdivision on 
account of economic distress and last floods ; 

(tt) that destitute persons are reported to have died of starvation; 
and 

(m) that the matter was reported to the Collector of Chittagong? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affiniiative, will the Jlon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government proptise to take 
to help the people by way of gratuitous relief? 

Ths Hon’bis Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: (a) (i) There 
was distress till the beginning of November, 1941, in (’ox’s Bazar sub- 
division partly due to destruction of am crops in certain areas by flood 
nnd partly due to the high price of foodstuff. 

(u) and {iii) Certain persons were alleged to have died of starvation. 
An enquiry w'as made in every such case. In no case was d<»!ath proved 
to be due to starvation though malnutrition might have been a remote 
cause in some oases. 

(h) Free passes for forest produce were issued in all deserving cases 
where houses were badly damaged or destroyed. The value of each pass 
is Be. 25. Some money was also advanced from the Bam Lai 
Mukherjee’s Fund to help those whose houses had been destroyed by 
floods to reconstruct them, 

Ffuod of Oiinodtr rtvor imt CovortiiiMl RolVul Muioum. 

*91. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state— 

(а) the number of villages in the districts of Burdwan and Bankura 

affected by the recent flood of Damodar river; and 

(б) the amount that has been granted to ameliorate tbe condition 

of tbe distressed people of the said area P 

raAIMTHA NATO MHUMMl («) Burdwm , — 
188 villages, of whidi 80 villages were partly alected. 
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About T6 Tillages, of whick 46 villtgei were alightly 

affected. 

(b) Burd^an. — 118.3,217 gratuitous relief, Rb. 400 agricultural loana 
and Rs.9,081 free grant for rebuilding damaged or destroyed huts. 

BanJcura. — 118.1,200 gratuitous relief and R8.2,325 agricultural 
loans. 

In addition lU.dTO raised by the Local Officers has been distributed 
bs gratuitous relief and about 20 maunds of rahi seeds has been distri- 
buted free. 


Amounts poid as rotiof in Barisal and Noakhali. 

*52. Mr. 8YEO ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department l>e pleased to state the amounts 
that have been paid for distribution as — 

(0 agricultural loan, 
tn) gratuitous relief, and 
iiiii test relief works 

in the district of Rukargunj and Noakhali, respectively, in the current 
financial year? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The following 

amounts have been distributed; — 



Bakarganj. 

Noakhali. 


R«. 

Ra. 

Agricultural loan 

24,24,r>89 

12,49,841 

Gratuitous relief 

3,97,134 

2,10,218 
(including 
R8.1,26,(HK) 
for paddy 
buskiiig). 

Test relief works 

, . 6,20,000 

604M0 


Revisioiial fottiemant of Jaipaiguri distriot 

^54. Babtt KHACENDRA NATH DAS CUPTAt (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Eevenue Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the GoTemment hawe decided taKiU|^ke a 
reTisioaal eatHemeat opipfatm aa the permaaeiitJy settled poflion of 
the Jaipaiguri diitrictf 
12 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the aflSnnative, will the Hon^ble 
Hinister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the opinion of the Deputy Commissioner of the district 
has been taken in this matter; and 

(it) whether the present economic depression prevailing in the area 
has been taken into consideration before coming to such a 
decision ? 

The Hofi’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: The matter is 
under consideration and no final decision has been reached yet. 

Enhancement of rent of the Sundarban Estates in 24-Parganas. 

*65. Maharaja 8ASHI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY, of 
Muktagaoha: Has the attention of the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 

the Revenue Department been drawn to the increment of land revenue of 
the Sundarban Estates of the district of 24-Parganas by more than 500 
per cent. ? 

{h) Is it a fact that the increment of rent has been suspended for 
ten years by the amendment of Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885 

(r) If (he answer to (5) is in the aflirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take for 
the 8Us])ensiou of the increment of land revenue till after the said 
perio<i of ten years 1^ 

The Hoii’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; (a) Yes, there 
has been such increase in some cases. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) The (juestion of giving relief to the proprietors of such estates 
is now under consideration of Government. 


Imliistrial eohoolt managed by Government and receiving grants*in-aid. 

*58. Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of (he Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(o) the names of industrial schools in the Province managed 
entirely at the cost of the Government; 

(6) the names of industrial achools receiving contribution from the 
^ % Government; and 

(c) the amount of annual grant to each aebcol for the year 

194142 F 
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Mil. HASINA MURtHED (on bohilf of tfio Hon’Mo Nonrab 
Kliwajo Habibullah Bahailur, of Daooo): A statement is placed on the 
Library Table. 

Flood in Burdwtn Division and Govommont Rolioft 

^ Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in rharjfe of the lievenue Deportment 1h» pleased to state 
whether there had been u Hood during the months of September and 
October, 1941, in the districts of Hurdwan, rio<»ghly, Howrah, Midna* 
pore and Hankiira? 

(h) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister In* pleased to state — 

(/) what is the approximate extent of damage caused to crops in 
the respective districts; 

{ti) what is the approximate number of houses that have cidlnpsed 
due to the Hoods in the respective districts; 

(tit) what steps have l>e<oi taken to render necessary relief to the 
people of the respective districts who have sufferecl by the 
Hood; and 

(iv) w'hat is the total amount of gratuitous relief sanctioned in the 
respective districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: (a) There were 
floods in Ch'tober, 1941, in the districts of Hurdwan, Hooghly, Howrah, 
Midnapore and Hankura. 

(6) A statement is laid on the Table. 

StaUfnent referred to in reply to clause (b) of starred question No. 66. 

(h){i) Hurdwan.— -2b per cent, in about 222 wjuare miles. 

Hooghly. — 20 per cent, in abtmt 120 square miles. 

Howrah. — Very slight. 

Midnapore. — 49 wjuare miles were slightly affected and 40 square 
nulea badly and extent of tlaraage to crops varied from 2 annaa to 
8 annas. 

Bankura. — Slight. 

(it) Burdwan — 8,726. 

Hooghly — about 750. 

Hawrak — about 126. 

ebout 1,200^ 

Bankura — aboni 550. 
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(Hi) The following amounts have been distributed for giving relief 

to the people affected ; — 

Es. 

Burdwan — 


Gratuitous relief 

... 3,667 

Agricultural loans 

... 400 

Free grant for rebuilding of huts 

... 9,081 

Hoog}ily — 


Gratuitous relief 

... 9,600 

Free grant .for rebuilding of huts 

... 1,000 

Howrah — 


Agricultural loans 

... 32,500 

Midnapore — 


Agricultural loans 

... 8,308 

Gratuitous relief 

... 4,035 

Free grant for rebuilding of huts 

... 5,000 

Bankura — 


Agricultural loans 

... 2,325 

Gratuitous relief 

... 1,200 

About in a u lids of rahi seeds have also been distributed free. 

(te) Rurdwan 

... 44,864 

Ilooghly 

... 12,600 

Howrah 

... Nil 

Midnajiore 

... 5,000 

Bankura 

... 19,200 


Ootobar flood havoc in districts of Bongal. 

^•7. Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURIt Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charjfe of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the extent of havoc wrought b^^ the last October floods in 
Damodar and such other rivers in the Western and Eastern 
^ ^ districts of Ben^l; and . 

(h)^'the^ ^teps,|if ahy/ibat have be^ takhn b^r to 

provide relief for Meh flood-strick^ areas in Beagiilf 
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nm Hwi’IHt Mr. PRAMATHA NATH RANERJIil A 

is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to starred question Ao. 67, 

In October, 1941^ there were floods in some rivers in the districts 
of Bankiira,*41irbhuni, Biirdwan, Koogbly, Howrah, Midniipore and 
Murshidabad. The extent of daiua^i^e caused and the steps taken by 
Government to provide relief to the uflfected peojde aiv stated below: — 

Bankcra. 

About 75 villages were affected by the floods of which 45 were 
affected very slijrhtly. In tlie affected areas some damage xvas caused 
to the standing crops and some mud huts also collapsed. But it is 
reported that the Ixmefit to the growing a/nan crop in these areas has 
been far greater than the damage caused by the floods. A sum of 
was sanctioned for distribution as gratuitous relief to people 
whose houses had collap.sed. A sum of Its. 325 was also distributed 
US agricultural loans. 


BiRniiuii. 

About otM) families belonging to the landless labouring class were 
rendered homeless by the collapse <if their mud huts. The damage to 
early aman paddy locally known as at/s was negligible w'hile the ruins 
were of great I>euefit t(» the arnan paddy. There was no loss of life 
or appreciable loss of cattle. 

A sum of K.s.ljtKMi was sanctioned for giving gratuitous relief to 
the people in di.stre.ss. A sum of Bs.OjfMK) w'us also sanctioned out of 
the grant from the Indian Pe()ple8’ Famine Trust for giving grants to 
landless labourers to enable them to rebuild their huts. Arrangements 
were altw) made for giving agricultural loans to the extent necessary. 

BURDWAlf. 

The damage caused to the amnn crop by the overflowing of the Ajoy 
and the breach in the left embankment of the Damodar was slight. 
The number of huts damaged or destroyed was also very few. The 
damage caused in the trans>Damodar region was however considerable. 
The total number of villages affected in the district is 133, of which 
30 were affected only slightly. 

Out of £e.l2^000 in the hands of the Collector for dietr^utiou ae 
gxmioitotta veiieU^* a lum of Se.d,200 wae immedialely at the 

disposal of relief officers. Arrangement wae also mad# for tiko 
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purchaM of rice from outside for areas where foodstuff was tfot available 
and doles were distributed in kind in those areas. Arranj^ements were 
also made for distribution of agricultural loans. A sum of Rs.9,000 
was also sanctioned out of the grant from the Indian Peoples* Famine 
Trust for helping poor people to rebuild their hut^f 

f 


Hooghlt. 


The total area affected was about 120 square miles. No loss of life 
occurred but there was some loss of rattle by the fall of mud huts. 
Some damage was caused to aus paddy, and jute which though harvested 
were still in the fields or steejjed in water, but as a bumper harvest of 
aman paddy is expected, the damage caused to aus and jute will not 
affect the tenants materially on the whole. 

A sum of 118.5,000 was sanctioned for distribution as gratuitous 
relief. A sum of Its. 1,000 was also sanctioned out of the grant from 
the Indian Peoples’ Famine Trust for helping landless labourers to 
reconstruct their houses. 


IIOWRAJI. 

The floods caused only slight damage to crops. A sum of Ks.lG,tKM) 
has been sanctioned for distribution as agricultural loans. 


Midnapore. 

(vrops were destroyed in several villages. A number of huts 
collapsed. 

A sum of Hs.r>,(M)0 was sanctioned for distribution as gratuitous 
relief and arrangements were made for distribution of agricultural 
loans. A sum of Rs.b.OtK) w^as also sanctioned out of the grant from the 
Indian Peoples’ Famine Trust for giving free grants to poor people 
to enable them to reconstruct their huts. 

Murshidabad. 

An area of about 120 square miles in the Kandi subdivision was 
affected. About 1,000 mud huts collapsed. There was no loss of life 
or cattle. In other subdivisions, the damage was negligible. 

A sum of Rs.3,000 was sanctioned for distribution as gratuitous 
relief. \ sum of Rs.40,000 was also sanctioned lor distribution as 
agricuitu^ Icmns in the affected area to enable the ngrieultitflsts to buy 
seeds of boro piddy and chaUali crops. 
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Oyalaiw iwm m MtargMiJ, NMkhali •nd Tippm dMrMh 

*6S. Rti HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURIt With roferaoco to 
the reply (fiven to ^rred question No. 88 on the 10th September, 1941, 
will the Hon’ble llkister in charf^e of the Bevonue Department be 
pleased to state — ^ 

(a) the amounts that have Wn irivon in the three districts of 
Bakarganj, Noakhali and Tippera as — 

(*) gratuitous relief, 

(ii) test relief, 

{itf) agrirultural loans, and 
(tv) house-huilding loans 
to non-agriculturists up to date; and 

(h) the prospects of imddy crops in each of the said three affected 
districts? 


The HofitNe Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) A states 

ment is laid on the Table. 

(6) An excellent aman crop is exjiected in these areas except in some 
portions of Noakhali and Tippera districts. 


Statement referred to tn reply to clause (a) of starred question No, 68, 



Bh. 

(i) Bakarganj 

4,13,300 

Noakhali 

2,26, (MM) 

Tippera 

2,64,000 

(u) Bakarganj 

T,26,000 

Noakhali 

60,000 

Tippera 

60,000 

(ut) Bakarganj 

... 26,70,000 

Noakhali 

... 13,40,000 

Tippera 

... 8,02,000 

(ttf) Bakarganj 

... 1,60,000 

NtiakhiiH 

..w.ooq, • 

Tippera 

... Na 
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AgrMtvral Imm to HoMTiOttil paopla of Ntr^ifaiigMi) wMivtsioiu 

*70. OJ. NARENOIIA NATH DAS CUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department ^he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that agricultural loan insteaOP of gratuitous relief 
is being given to the riot-affected people of the ^arayanganj subdivi- 
sion P 

(b) Is it a fact that the Subdivisional Officer^ Narayanganj, assured 
the people that the said loan will not be recovered from them ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the assurance given by the said 
Subdivisional Officer has the approval of Government? 

Tht Hon’blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It is not a fact 
that the agricultural loans instead of gratuitous relief have been given. 

For the relief of the people of the riot-affected areas of the Narayan- 
ganj subdivision, Government sanctioned Rs. 1,20, 000 for distribution 
as gratuitous relief, and 118.1,25,000 for distribution as agricultural 
loans. In the beginning, the distressed people were given gratuitous 
relief in the shape of foodstuff, etc., to the extent of R8.35,000. Agri- 
cultural loans were also advanced to them for house-building, main- 
tenance, purchase of utensils and implements, etc., and about Hs.51,000 
was distributed for the purpose up to middle of May, 1941. Subse- 
quently Government decided that this amount given as agricultural 
loans should be treated as having been given as gratuitous relief. Thus, 
the amounts that had originally been distributed as agricultural loans 
were subsequently converted into gratuitous relief, and the assurance of 
the Subdivisional Officer, Narayanganj, referred to in the que.stion was 
in resiiect of the amounts thus converted. 

Later on, a further sum of more than 118.50,000 has been given as 
gratuitous relief. 

Agricultural loans are, however, heiug issued to the talukdars and 
jotedars to enable them to tide over the difficulty caused to them by the 
riots, and a further sum of Rs. 1,50,000 has been sanctioned for the pur- 
pose. A further sum of Rs. 1,00.000 has also been sanctioned for loans 
to traders to enable them to replace their stocks which had been destroy- 
ed so that they may start their business again. The maximum amount 
admissible to a talukdar or jotedar is Rs.500, and that to a trader Rs.lOO 
repa3rable in 5 years. 

Mr. iIBNATH BANERJEE: On a matter of privilege, Sir, most 
of us have lost our old question papers and, therefore, unless the 
questions are as well read out it is ^ffioult to inteUigentfy under- 
stand io wtit^the’'"aiiswers relate. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER! All rigbt. Both the queation and tha 
answer may be read out by the Hon’ble Minister. 

(Accordingly the Hou'ble Minister read out the questions and 
answers of both Nos. *70 and *75.) 

Darjaelifig ImproYaiiiant Fund Inooma and Exfianditura. 

^75. Mr. DAMBER SINGH CURUNC! Will the Hou'ble Minister 
in charge of the Hevenue Depart iiieiit be j)leuse<l to state, showing for 
the years 1939-40 and 1940-41, — 

(a) the total amount of revenue received by the Darjeeling Improve- 
ment Fund from the fidlowing subdivisions:--^ 

(1) Kalimpoiig, 

(2) Kurseong and Sndar, 

(3) Siliguri; and 

(h) the amount spent for each subdivision tiuring the said period? 

Tfia Han'bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEEi A statement 
furnishing the information is laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to etarred queetion No. 7$. 
Income. 



193940. 

1940-41. 


Hs. 

Rs. 

Sadsr subdivision 

is.eao 

46,976 

K«limpong subdivision 

7S.19e 

67,612 

SUiguri subdivision 

i9.ia8 

64,669 

Kurseong subdivision 

1,360 

2,700 

ToUl .. 

1,72,886 

1,90,969 

Expenditure. 


1989-40. 

1940-41. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Sadar subdivMon 

S0.685* 

84,988* 

Kalimpong subdivision 

84,079 

89,176 

Siliguri subdivision 

88,789 

84,914 

Kurseong subdiviston . , 

1,680 

901 


7<VMI 

79,fll 



boat 


prfaiUiig wli^ OM^ 
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In addition to the abore expenditure, the following sums were 
contributed to the local bodies and institutions noted below: — 



103940. 

1941-42. 

Luinjp^^ribution to the Darjeeling District 

Re. 

32,000 

Rs. 

50,000 

Contribution to the Darjeeling District 
Board for two-thirds cost of ^e District 
Engineer's Establishznait 

17,246 

18,000 

Contribution to the Public Health Depart- 
ment 

1,825 


Contribution to the Natural History 
Museum, Darjeeling 

2,900 

2,900 

Contributions to — 



(1) Kalimpong Advisory Committee, 

(2) Siliguri Union Boanl for conser- 
vancy work, and (3) Kalunpong mda 

1,365 

1,633 

Other contributions 


1,104 


55,326 

73,637 

Total expenditure . , 

1,26,294 

1,53,550 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which anawm were laid on the table) 

Permanent clerke of Civil Courts in Bengal. 

44. Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Will the Hou’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to lay on 
the Table a statement showing, district by district, since Ist January, 
1938— 

(a) the number of clerks appointed on permanent basis in the 
Civil Courts of the Province; and 

(h) the number of them that are from — 

(1) Scheduled Castes, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Muslims P 

TBi HoiPMi Hr. PRAMATHA NATH BANBRdiB: A Motmoiit 
h laid on the Table. 
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StaUment refftrtd to in umUtrrtd qutaion No. 44. 


Districts. 


Scheduled 

Castes. 

Caste 

Hindus. 

Muslmu>. 

Remarka. 

Baksrganj 

12 

2 

5 

4 

1 (others). 

Pabna-Bogra 

21 

2 

10 

9 


Midnapore 

6 


6 



Chittagong 

12 

1 

6 



24'Parganas 

0 

1 

2 



Dacca 






Tippcra 

1 


I 



Khulna 

U 

3 

3 



Mymonsingh 

4 


3 



Hooghly 

6 


♦ 



Dinajpur-Jalpaiguri and 
Darjeeling. 

10 


6 



Faridpur 

8 

1 

4 

3 


Burdwan 

21 

2 

10 

9 


Noakhali 

5 

.* 

3 

1 

1 (others). 

Munhklabad 

10 

2 

3 

5 


Birbhum 

5 

1 

2 

2 


Haagpur 

14 

2 

7 

0 


Rajahaht-Malda 

19 

1 

11 

7 


JaaaoM 

3 

•• 

2 

1 


Nadia 

1 


1 



Hofwrah 

8 


6 

2 


Banlnita 

S 


■1 

1 


.Xotal, / ; 3 i*t,. 

mi 


■ ■ 'ASfcv 

II *i 

tJ- -i 





n 
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iaiHI MADHUSUDAN BARKER: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether some injustice is being done in the appoint* 
ment of Scheduled Caste candidates in his department P 

The Hofi*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: The ques* 
tion of justice or injustice is a question of opinion, but I shall see that 
so far as this department is concerned, in regard to new appointments 
the principles underlying the Communal Ratio Rules are followed as 
far as possible. 

Supply of yam to handloom weavers and hosiery manufacturers. 

76. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether — 

(i) the yarn required for the i)urpOHes of handloom weaving and 
hosiery goods manufacturing in Bengal is mostly imported 
from outside the Province; 

(n‘) the supply of yarn for the handlooins and hosiery factories in 
Bengal has been reduced; 

(iff) a large number of handloom weavers and hosiery manufacturers 
are going without work for want of yarn ; and 

(f'r) as a result thereof they are passing through economic distress? 

(h) If the answ’er to (</) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what arrangement, if any, the Provincial 
Government have made for supplying yarn to the handloom weavers and 
hosiery manufacturers? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, 

of Dacca): (n) and (h) The honourable member is referred to the 
reply given to starred (juestion No. 120, dated the 10th March, 1942. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral ancwer was given) 

Eatablishmant of dute Trading Boards. 

M57. Maulvi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whaf actiou bare tbe Gorernment taken for the estab* 
liihment of ^ute trading hoards in different centrea pf tha I^rovinoe aa 
reported by tbe Juie Enquiry Committee? 
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Mn. HAtINA MURtHED (on bohlN •( tht NamE 

Khwija HaMbullah Baliadur, of Oaoea): I do not find nny reoom* 
mendation made by the Jute Enquiry Committee about trading boards. 

Assuming, however, that the question refers to “grading** boards 
(Chapter VI, page 42 of Volume I of the Report) not “trading** boards 
as printed, I would inform the honourable meml)er that before any such 
Boards could l>e set up the whole question of grades and standards for 
Loose Jute as discussed in Professor Tculd's Interim Report must first 
be settled. Unfortunately very little pn^gress has been made in that 
matter. The Indian Jute Mills have made a tentative move in the 
matter and the oul(‘ome of that may be awaited. 

Statement by the Leader of the Oppoeitiofi. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Sir NuKimmldin, will you make your 
statement now 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I tind the llon’ble Minister is 
not here. 1 would like to make it later on when he is in the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I nill give you an opportunity as soon 
as he comes. 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

S3— Extraordinary Charges in India. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the (iovernor of Bengal I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 1,24,81,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India”. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QADIR: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand for H.s, 1,24,81,000 for expenditure under the head ”6»J — 
Extraordinary Charge.H in India” be reduced by Us. 100. The object 
of the motion is to rai.se discussion about the policy and programme 
of expenditure. 

Sir, the observations which I propose to make in support of my 
cut motion are divided into 7 main ports, namely, (1) Evacuation, 
(2) Defence, (3) Recruitment, (4) Village Defence, (5) Fire Arms, 
(fi) Military Training, and (7 } Civic Guards. 

As regards evacuation, the total expenditure under this head is 
estimated to be for 1941-42 Rs. 1,75/^,60(I ‘ ^nd for 1942-43 
R*. 4,OS,tiE,006 iDcladJng th4"’ grant of tW Central j 
Many itmoa of ozpmiditiiTe hara baan' detail.^ tnaraw. A raiB of 
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Rs. 15 lakhs has been provided for relief of persons rendered homeless 
by air attacks but no separate provision has been made for persons 
rendered homeless by order of evacuation. The first evacuation order 
in India has been passed in the district of Cyhittagong. The miser- 
able plight to which the villagers affected by the order have been 
reduced is beyond conception and imagination. The scanty provision 
made by the Government for their removal is hopelessly inadequate. 

The description of this situation which the Hon’ble Minister gave 
in the Council the other day is quite incomplete and unsatisfactory. 
I gave notice of a short-notice question on 2Gth February, 1942, 
asking detailed information regarding the evacuation but no reply has 
yet been given for reasons best known to Government. 

• However, the other day the Hon’ble Minister had an informal 
discussion with the M.L.A.’s of Chittagong including myself and 
assured us that he would try to help the evacuees as far as possible 
but we want a definite assurance from him now as to the extent to 
which he is prepared to help them as regards immediate shelters, main- 
tenance, compensation, land for cultivation, protection of their 
domestic animals, special provisions for the families of seamen abroad 
and other persons who have joined the war, suspension of revenue, 
rent and all kinds of taxes and other liabilities. This is so urgent 
that no time should be lost. The District Magistrate of Chittagong 
should be fully authorised to give all .sorts of relief for the said 
purpose and be given free hand in .spending moneys. We have every 
confidence in Mr. T. B. Jameson, the District Magistrate, who is an 
experienced and sympathetic officer. 

Sir, I propose that within a radius of 12 miles from the places of 
evacuation all educational institutions, except in the town areas, should 
be closed down and the evacuees temporarily hoiiseil in the school 
buildings until such time us suitable sheds are provided for them. As 
Norwester storms always pass over Chittagong during the months of 
March and April, the suffering of the evacuees will be beyond human 
conception if no shelters are provided immediately ; it is possible that 
many of the.se unfortunate people will have to face death. I, there- 
fore, strongly urge the Government to take timely action to relieve 
the distress. 

As regards item No. 2, “Defence”, troops have been stationed in 
Double Mooring Police Station which comprises 4 unions, namely 
Patenga, Halisahar, Kuttali and Agra bad. Their camps have been 
scattered promiscuously almost intermingled with dwelling houses. 
This is causing serious inconvenience to the villagers. At present 
only the whole of Patenga and a part of Halisahar have been 
evacuated. Possibly other viHages will have to be similarly evacuat- 
ed in future. So it is desirable that all arrangements should be made 
beforehand ifor providing shelters for future evacuees if need be. 
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So far a« I know — and I haTo seen theite villages myself — no 
arrangements have been made there for air-mid precautions and except 
in the city no slit trenches have been dug. For the imsti people of 
the town more shelters and slit trenches should be provided. S}>eoial 
attention should also be given to the Double Mooring Police Station. 

Then I come to the third point — Recruitment, ('oming to the 
question of recruitment in the various branches of (’ivil Defence, I 
regret to have to say that Mu.slims are not getting their due share of 
appointments. There is a rumour that the ('oinmunal Ratio Rules 
have been relaxed in the cu.se of these services. I am inclined to 
believe this rumour because 1 understand that in the last February 
session of the ('ivil Defence Instructors’ training course there were 
only two Muslims out of 22 Instructors deputed for (ruining from the 
various districts of Reiigal. On the 2drd February lust 1 enquired 
by a short-notice question whether there was any truth in this runomr 
and, if so, what was the reason for this departure from the accepted 
rules, but Government has refused to accept it us a short-notice 
question. Is there any reason (o question the urgency of the infor- 
mation wanted Would it involve a herculean labour to say just 
“yes” or “no” to my query P Govenmient is aware how, for reasons 
well known, Muslinm have always been sensitive over the question of 
Muslim uppointinenfs in the varicms Government services, So far as 
the Defence Services are concerned there is a persistent rUinour that 
their claims are being ulin(»st completely ignored and llial jobberies 
are going on unfettered. Was it, tlierefc^re, at all unnatural for me 
to expect an immediate reply to a short-notice (jnestion put with a 
view to draw attention of the House to what was actually happening 
behind the screen and to seek for remedy before it was too late? 
Many appointments have already been made and many are surely 
going to be made. I have cited above one case out of many. Why 
not give us the fact at once and remove suspicion and apprehension if 
they are baseless? Why should Government resort to the same 
delaying tactics and trickeries w^ith which they started their new life? 
Are we to presume that they are shirking answer because it will make 
them uncomfortable before the House? Sir, we have heard it said 
that the Hon’ble Chief Minister has commissioned Dr. Syaraaprasad 
Mookerjee to he the custodian of Muslim interest in Bengal and he 
has himself taken over the duty of guarding Hindu interest. This is 
all very well, but why this hesitation to answer that simple question 
I asked? Is it because the facts would show that what Mr. Faslul 
Huq really meant by this mutual understanding— this sacred pact— 
was that he would give all to the Hindus and Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee would take all for the Hindus and at the expense of the 
Muslims? If this is the policy of “gire and take” under the New 
Order, let us all look up to the h«ivens and say, **0 God! save us 
from our friends — from both of them, and once for all; let us not hear 
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them again’ ^ Excuae me, Sir, if I have said hard words^nd spoken 
with a strong feeling which is unusual for me. I could not resist it. 
Nobody could resist it — ^such is the feeling eTerywhere. You all 
know it. The Hon'ble Ministers know better than anybody else what 
is the feeling that is running through the length and breadth of the 
country since they were installed in their present unenviable position. 

There is another matter in connection with Defence Services to 
which I would draw the attention of Government. I am told that 
discretionary powers have been given to the A.R.P. Controller to 
give different pay and allowances to men of the same cadre. This is 
sure tf) give opportunities for favouritism and is already creating dis- 
content among the officers. Government should make immediate 
enquiries on the subject and fix the pay and allowance of officers of 
all grades so as to leave no room for differential treatment at the will 
of the appointing authorities for which there is no justification. For 
instance, there is no reason why officers appointed to the grade of 
Instructors sliould get different pay, because their standard of quali- 
fications may diflfer. The most equitable principle to follow as is 
followed in all services is to see that a man once he is considered 
auituble and is appointed to a particular grade, gets the same pay as 
that which others in the same grade are getting, even if his educa- 
tional qualifications may suffer by coiujiarison. 

As regards No. 4 — Village Defence Party, Government liave not 
yet taken up in riglif earnest the organisation of village defence 
parties. Lately some such parties were formed in the northern ])art 
of the Ghiltagong di.strict when there had been some cases of theft of 
telegraphic wires at niglit. Besides, many people are running to the 
villages from emergent area.s with their lile'.s savings without any 
protection worth the name, ami thefts and dacfuties are consequently 
increasing. Village defence parties if carefully organised will surely 
create a sense of security in the countr\ .side. In ('hittagemg telegraph 
and railway lines pass by the siile of the hills. Members of the 
existing defence parties are guarding the lines at night but they are 
not provided with any arm or equipment. They must be provided 
with some simple equipments such as umbrellas, lamps, and spears 
without which night patrol is neither po-ssible nor effective. Will the 
Government be pleased, therefore, to go into the question and see 
that such parties are multiplied in every nook and c^orner of the 
province ? 

I am tempted, Sir, to say just a word on the most important ques- 
tion of withdrawing the Arms Act. 1 venture to make these observa- 
tions even at the risk of bekif accused of rashing in where angels 
fear to Ireadv But, Sir, we are paasing tkrongk eztnwvdiiiniy times, 
unpreoedentei in the history of the country, nay of the woiM itself. 
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W« tre facing dangers that threaten the home and hearth of all men — 
great or small, rich or poor. There is no wonder, therefore, if all of 
them think alike, feel alike and speak alike. 1 say give us arms to 
protect our lives and properties against hooliganism at any rate, if 
I'ot against anything else — against lawlessness, murders, arsons and 
dacoities that are bound to be rampant at the first appearance of 
danger if, God forbid, such a thing does happen. That beautiful city 
of Rangoon, they say, was destroyed by local hooligans. Will the 
Government take lesson from this and do the needful before it is too 
late? 

Allow me, Sir, to make a few remarks on the much-talked-of 
question of introducing compulsory military training in the country. 
1 know this is a subject outside the jurisdiction of Local Government. 
Nevertheless I feel, as many like myself do feel, that a strong 
provincial Government capable of making their existence felt, can 
use their infic('nce to pu.sh on the subject and try to secure a long 
overdue privilege. We have heard that the present Ministry of Bengal 
is anxious to concentrate attention on the establishment of communal 
harmony in the province. If thi.s is really so they can attain their 
object by introducing military training among all citizens irrespective 
of caste and creed. 1 am told that the first lesson they give in course 
of such training is one that relates to the duties of citizenship, which 
creates a cosmopolitan outlook in which distinction of caste, creed or 
colour finds no place. Thi.s is the reason why we never have heard of 
communal troubles among soldiers. There are composite regiments 
ill which we find Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, Pathans and Bengalees 
living together, fighting together and dying together. They never 
think for a moment whether they are Muslims or Hindus. Look at 
the problem from whatever point of view you like, you will have to 
admit that it is high time that we get this privilege without further 
delay. We may have failed in our attempts in the past, but I am 
confident that a genuine and sustained effort made by the Local 
Government at this psychological moiueiii will succeed. 

From all accounts our Civic Guards have been doing very good 
work. They get training in drill from the military, which stand them 
in good stead. They go out on patrol duties ut night, often spend 
sleepless nights and face the inclemencies of weather without murmur. 
They get an allowance of six annas per night patrol. They have to 
attend patrol duty weekly once. So their remuneration does not 
exceed Rs. 1*8 a month. It is too low. At least eight annas should 
be given per night patrol. But they lack proper equipments, having 
nothing more than a hat, a shirt and a short. They must be provided 
with a few other articles such as shoes and umbrellas, waterproofs and 
jersey. These men often aspire to secure appointments in Govern* 
ment offices. But the tendency is to pess them over when oandidates 
of high educational qualifications are in the field. In my opinion 
13 
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tKis i« wrong. When members of the Civic Guard possess the mini- 
mum standard of qualification they should ordinarily get preference. 
In emergency like this, men who have been serving the country at 
personal risk and the sacrifice of all amenities of life should receive 
si)ecinl consideration. Public spirit and self-sacrifice ought to make 
nj) for the deficiency in academic qualifications in these days. 

In conclusion 1 urge the Government to take into serious considera- 
tion the observations I have made 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.} 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to move that the demand for Us. 1,24,81,001) for expenditure under 
the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

Sir, I had occasion during the general discussion of the Budget to 
offer remarks regarding the inadequacy of the measures and the want 
of public co-operation as regards the civil defence measures. Since 
then a (inference was held and the Hon’ble Minister was assured of 
public co-operation if he chose to accept the offer and the only 
condition for getting the public co-operation was that the policy and 
the line of action which will be laid down will be the function of that 
(’ommittee. I thought that the urgency of the matter required that 
the ( ominittee should be appointed immediately and should be func- 
tioning, because the situation is such that delay of even a day was 
wholly unjustifiable. Sir, the task is enormous and I think 1 can say 
without any fear of contradiction that it is impossible for the Govern- 
ment and the paid establishment to cope with the situation. Sir, we 
have been trying in local areas to find out what measures are necessary 
to give some protection. In a very small area like Park (’ircus and 
Ballygunge when we gathered the statistics we found — w^e have divided 
it to four Koues; we were gathering statistics of the huntee area in 
Ahiripukur first lane and second lane — we found a single huxtee 
contained l.oOO persons of whom 28 per cent, men only were above 
12, 35 per cent, women were above 12, 29 per cent, boys w’ere under 12 
and Ifi per cent, girls were under 12. Sir, there is absolutely no 
arrangement f(»r huxtee people to go to any shelter. The nearest 
shelter which could accommodate about 100 to 125 persons was about 
5 or 0 minutes' walk from that place. .We further 
found that not only thei^ are no shelters available but 
there are 9 water-taps at present serving that bust re area — which 
itself is insufficient — and there is only one tube-well which has been 
sunk near that area, and that tube-well, however, remains choked. 
We could not draw any water out of it. It is a well-known fact that 
only about 20 per cent, of the tube- wells numbering about 2.000 to 
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2,500 which have been sunk in the various parts of the city yield potable 
water and as I have already said most of them remain choked. No 
arrangement has been made for the purpose of keeping them in work- 
ing order. Sir, it is a truism to say that the greatest disaster, I mean 
defeat and surrender, has taken plac?e in Hung Kong and in Singapore 
due to the failure of water-supply. Therefore, the main thing to 
provide against is the failure of water-supply, particularly in n city like 
Calcutta, and the bustee areas you have got to very carefully look into 
in this respect. Sir, I know that the Calcutta C«»rporHtion has drawn 
up a scheme to bring into working order (he underground reservoirs 
available in this city at Wellington S(juare, at llulliday Park and at 
Bishop Lefr(»y Itoad. But I do not knon \%hy the (government has not 
made up its mind to utilise them imincHliately. 1 also hear — I speak 
subjecd to correction — that there is a proposal on behalf of (iovern- 
ment to utilise those underground reservoirs, insteacl of using as 
reservoirs of drinking water, as reservoirs for unfiltered water to he 
used for fire-engines. 1 really wonder what are (he kutcha buildings 
or places near about the Wellington Square, Mohammed Ali Park and 
the Bishop Lefroy Hoad where fire-engines would be required to operate 
for the benefit of the inhabitaiits of Calcutta. Kven if filtered water 
is available it can serve the double purpose of providing water for the 
fire engines if required at all and also to provide supply (»f drinking 
\rater to the population. 1 think that any delay in a matter like this 
after the e\pi*rience (»f (»tber places is nothing slu^rt of criminal neglect. 
I hope that the llon'hle Minister in charge of ('ivil l>c*fciicc will make 
it a point to immediately put his Public Health Engineer into touch 
with the Calcutta ( orporalion officials and to deride this matter without 
any red-tapism or any further delay. Moreover, 1 inteml to emidiasise 
the necessity of the poor hustee dwellers. During our t(»ur of inspec- 
tion we have found that they are in the most helpless condition. As 
I have already said, the population of women an<l children is about 
72 per cent, in these hustee)(. They have not got stores for more than 
a day or two in those hustee areas. The j)eity shop-keejM*rM are closing 
their shops and such of them as are continuing to do business in this 
city keep only stocks which they can dispose of within a day nr two. 
It is, therefore, absolutely necessary, if you want to give any protection 
to these people, to make proper arrangements for the supply of food- 
stuffs near about. If aiTangements cannot be made to keep the shops 
open, co-operative stores or some (iovernment stores ought to be 
established where these people can be suppled with rice, dal and salt. 
If any disorder — civil disorder— takes place I may say that the main 
reason would be when people cannot get foodstuffs they will create 
disorder pnd resort to looting. I should, therefore, consider it a 
matter of urgent importance that when poor people have not the means 
to keep provision for more than a day or two, they should he U»)d that 
they need not at all be anxious and they will get supply of fomlstuff 
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wkenever it is required at such and such places. Sir, some of the 
workers of my Committee reported their experience on the day on which 
the siren was blown in the afternoon. I can say that the people have 
not yet been acquainted as to what they should do and on that day 
the women and children were running about in a scare making the 
situation deplorable. It is absolutely necessary, therefore, to have 
more publicity, to distribute pamphlets giving instructions to the people 
as to what they should do. It is no use posting pamphlets through the 
agency of the public utility companies which reach only the higher 
class of people. What is necessary is to distribute pamphlets in simple 
Bengali language and broadcast them amongst the poorer population 
from whom the greatest danger of disorder is expected in these times. 
Sir, I think the Hon'ble Minister should immediately give his atten> 
tion to the problems that confront these hnstee areas if he wants to 
prevent disorder in Calcutta due to panic and due to want of food 
requirements of the people. 

I again emphasise the fact that even if you maintain a huge police 
force to prevent sabotage or to prevent disorder it cannot possibly cope 
with the situation. I do not believe that you can sufficiently police the 
whole population in order to keep down disorder. You must take help 
of the people. It is (he duty of the people at (his hour of peril to 
stand by the less fortunate of their own people and in order to muster 
together whole-hearted co-operation of the public the Hon’ble Minister 
should lose no time. Without such co-operation I am afraid even if 
he spends over Us. 2 crores on paid establishments he will do little 
good . 

I have only a few minutes left. I had some talk with some of those 
who are in the A. R. P. organisation. They are also not quite 
satisfied with what is being done. They think that proper equipment 
cannot be got. There is no co-ordination and there is no co-operation 
with the non-officials. The administration of the A. R. P. work is 
being done on very much red-tape lines, which are also hampering their 
progress. 1 do not think 1 need say anything more. 1 should like 
the Hon’ble Minister to assure the House as to what steps he has taken 
in the matters which I have just referred to. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER l Sir Naiimuddin, you can make your 
statement now. And if the Leader of the House wants to make a 
statement afterwards he can do so today or tomorrow. 

italiiiiiiit bjf tN LMilir of tho OppotHioii. 

Khuroll iir NAZIMUODINs Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to 
place before the House certain facts which have a bearing on tbe 
security of the province and to voice the profound misgivings which 
have been occasioned thereby among a large section of the people. 
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For some days past the Axis Radio has been makmg a most 
dangerous propaganda in the name of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose of the 
Forward Bloc in this country. Every day it is broadcasting an appeal 
attributed to Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose's voice which many who knew 
him here recognise as his. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose is exerting his 
influence to overthrow the established government in this country and 
to welcome and help the Japanese invaders 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs On a point of order, Sir. 1 would 
like to know what the statement is about and if it is permitted to 
indulge in mud-throwing at any of our respected countrymen. I would 
like to liave an oj)portuiiity of discussing the mutter, hut it is only 
fair that no such statement should he read out in the House. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have given permission to the hoiiour- 
ahle the Leader of the Opposition only to make a statement with regard 
to the security of this province. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case will you kindly 
prevent any person— individually or otherwise— being drawn in as has 
been done by the Leader of the Opposition H 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will see to the relevancy of the state- 
ment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But the mischief will be done if 
be is allowed to finish his statement. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In that case I would 
suggest that the Press and the visitors’ galleries Vie cleared out. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If that is the desire of the House I 
would ask the Press and the other gallaries to clear out. 

Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May 1 submit. Sir, that if after you 
have heard me you find that there are any passages which should not 
go to the Press and the House is of the opinion that the l*ress may be 
directed not to publish any particular portions of the statement, you 
can do that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sir Nasimuddin, if you want to make 
a statement of that nature, I think it is desirable that the Press and 
the visitors should not be allowed to bear the statement. 

Klm|« Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May 1 say, Sir, that there is noibing in 
tbe statement which ought to be excluded from the Press? 
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TN Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Of that the honourable 
member himt^elf is not the sole judge. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Sir, I also submit that they should 
he excluded. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, this is a question which affects 
the security of this province in which every one is interested, and I 
suhrnit that urdess the House comes definitely to an opinion that it 
should not he sent to the Press, the Press should not be excluded. 

(In the meantime the Press and other gallaries were cleared out.) 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: On a point of order, Sir. 

*^hFRt, 'ailft iR ^3R (R remark 

’FOrOR — agent fV SIr ? RtW '5*5 R'R# RtfV ? 

Rtw SiR RtrRR CR^ R«n Rmi I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order, Mr. Zaman. That is no 
point of order. 

Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I know, Sir, if you have decided 
that the Press should be cleared out 'r' 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Am 1 to understand theu that if after 
I have finished my speech the House is of opinion that this thing may 
go to the Press, it W'ill go to the Press? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That will he decided later on. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as 1 was saying, Mr. Bose is 
exhorting the Indians to overthrow the established government in this 
eouiitry and to welcome the Japanese invasion. It, therefore, appears 
that Mr. Suhhas ('haiulra Bose is now working as an active agent of the 
enemy. Secondly, Mr. Sarat (’handra Bose, who is the life-long 
successor of Mr. Suhhas Phaiidra Bose in the leadership of the Forward 
Bloc, is in detention on a grave charge that his known contact with 
the enemy is of such a nature as to make his continued liberty a 
menace to the security of India. We find that the Forward Bloc as a 
political organisation is still vigorously in existence and some of its 
members are pursuing activities which are of an extremely subversive 
nature. This is proved by many facts of recent occurrence. The AU- 
India President of the Forward Bloc has been arrested and detained; 
the Secretary of the organisation in Bengal was similarly dealt with. 
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the office-bearers and members of the ForUrard Bloc are' ^ being 
hounded out. It is evident, therefore, that the .Government regard 
these persons as dangerous and <hey no doubt possess abundant proof 
of the complicitj’ of these followers of the Bose brothers in this sub- 
versive movement. (Cries of “tJiuestion” fn>m the Progressive Coali- 
tion Benches.) Furthermore, certain persons said to be members of 
the Forward Bloc have given an unmistakable proof of their pro- 
Fa.scist feelings. 1 think, Sir, the recent incidents at Dacca are too 
fresh in public mind. In this (‘onntH'tion I would like to draw the 
attention f>i the House to a .statement made by a member of thi.s 
Hou.se, Mr. Bankim ( hnndra Mukherjee, which appean'd in the 
SUite'iiiuJu of March 17, fnim which it appears that those who 
assembled at Dacca to condemn the Dacca outrage were described in 
posters as secret agents (d’ British Im]>erialiMu, and leaflets wt‘re issiied 
in which refereiu^e was nuuie to the dawn breaking in the (*ast. Sir, 
the significance of such posters ami leaflets i.s obvious and it is (piite 
clear who are responsible for this. 

Then, Sir. there was an open attempt on tlie part of the followers of 
Mr. Siihhas Chandra Bose - cm the pari of some persons who are said 
to be his followers — to break up the anti-Ftt8ci.st Conference at Dacca 
at tliat time. (Cries of “Question” from the Progressive Coalition 
Benches. ) 

Mfi CHARU CHANDRA ROY: t)n a point of order, Sir. As this 
case is sith~)u(luc in Dacca, I suhmit no (|iiestion can be raised on it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is not a motion before the House. 
If it liad been, certainly I would not have allowed tliat. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Apart from being a motion or not, 
DO matter which is suh-judire can In* raised in tlie House, 

Mr, H. S, 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may I point tmt that the question 
whether they are members or not meml»ers of the Forward Bloc of 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose is not a matter which in stth-judirv. 

Mr. aOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, 1 think the point of order 
that has been rarised is whether those who were responsible for the <lis- 
turbance at Dacca were the followers of the Forward Bloc or not, 
and that is a matter which is nuh-judive. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, rule 12 of the Assembly 
Procedui>» Rules read with sub-rule (tx) says: The matter of every 
speech must in the opinion of the Speaker be relevant to the matter 
before the Assembly and while speaking no member may refer to any 
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matter of fact on which a judicial decision is pending. And, Sir, it iff“ 
a question of fact that is being referred to relating to a particular 
incident at Dacca, and the whole matter is sub-judice. 


Mn DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is with regard to limitation of debate. 
I have not allowed nor will I allow any debate on this statement. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, you need not go by the head- 
lines. Please see the actual wording of the section. A member 
while speaking’’ may not do this and do that and the subject I 
referred to is one of the matters. Whatever may be the nature of the 
speech, whether it is on a motion or on a resolution or on bills, under 
no circumstances can a member refer to it. 


Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin, you will please leave 
that portion out. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Then there was an open attempt, 
said to be by Subhas Bose’s followers, to break up the anti-Fascist 
conference at Dacca by physical violence leading to the brutal murder 
of the anti-Fascist worker Soumen Chanda. On a previous occasion 
also another anti-Fascist conference wa.s stopped in Dacca and a similar 
occurrence took place in Comilla as well. Then on March 6th some 
followers of the Forward Bloc at Munsliiganj demonstrated outside 
another anti-Fascist students' conference and shouted slogans like 
* ‘Forward Bloc Zindabad” and “Subhas Bose Zindabad”. 

Sir, from the facts which I have recounted, this House, I am sure, 
will be convinced that there exists in this country a political organisa- 
tion with wide ramifications which is now functioning as the agents 
of the Fascists, that is to say agents of the enemies. 

Sir, I know that on the floor of this House two of the Hon’ble 
Ministers have declared that they do not belong to the Forward Bloc. 
1 do not wish to contradict them, but certain facts need explaining. 

In the first place, during the early days of the last December when 
negotiations were proceeding between certain groups of this Hou.se for 
a new coalition, a document was drafted and signed in the house of 
Mr. J. C. Gupta, a member of this House, in which theae group.s agreed 
to coalesce under the name of the Progressive Coalition Party and under 
the leadership of the Hon'ble Mr, A. K. Fazlul Huq. To this docu- 
ment Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin, I can tell you that I 
find nothing in the office records that there is in existence any Forward 
Bloc Parliamentary Party in this Assembly. 
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Kliwaia Sir NAZIMUOOINs At the time of the coalition, ^ir. To 
that document Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose who was still at liberty and a 
prospective Minister appended his signature. He signed on his behalf 
and on behalf of his party in this House and subscribed himself as 
Leader of the Forward Bloc 

(Cries of “No, No“ from the Progressive (.'oulition benches.) 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: This is an absolute lie. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, whether it is n lie or truth is 
not a matter of opinion. It is a matter of fact. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir. 1 do 
not know wliat this statement is for. However, when you have 
allowed the I^eader of the Opposition to make a statement, we must be 
assured that our privileges a.s members of the House are not infringed 
by the statement of the Leader of the Opposition. Sir, you cannot 
allow the Leader of the Oppo.sition to say anything untrue and which 
w^ill not bear the light of the day if documents are produced before the 
House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, how can 1 guarantee the 
accuracy of a statement made or to be made by a member of the House. 
I am not supposed to know' the exact things that happened. Therefore, 
it would be better to let Sir Narimuddin make the statement and I 
will allow’ the Leader of the House to make another statement in which 
he will have every right to contradict the statement made by the Leader 
of the Opposition. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Then the Hon’ble Mr. Suntosh Kumar 
Basu openly declared in the House that Mr. Surat Chandra Bos© w'as 
still their leader and they still held fast to him. 

Then, Sir, there is the most unintelligible attitude taken up by the 
present Ministry towards persons dealt with under the Defence of 
India Rules who are alleged to be engaged in subversive activities. In 
all their answ’ers to qiiesti(»ns and other references to this subject, the 
Ministry have disowned their responsibility and thrown the blame on 
their officers. That is an attitude which can be explained only on the 
assumption that the Ministers themselves do not actt^Sly believe in 
the guilt of the arrested and do not approve of the action taken against 
them. This attitude on the part of the Ministry is not only confusing 
but an indirect encouragement to those engaged in subversive activities. 
This is liable to create bitterness and disaffecrtion towards officers of 
tbe Government. 
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Sir, there is another important fact to be noted. We have not yet 
Been any of the Ministers or any of their supporters taking any steps 
to counteract the propaganda from the Axis countries carried on in 
the name of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose. On the contrary the speeches 
of some of them are written in newspapers supporting it and depicting 
Mr. Su])lias Chandra Bose as a patriot. 

We also find that the Council of Ministers are still making 
representations to the Government of India for the release of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose, the closest political associate of Mr. Subhas (ihandra 
Bose d<‘sj)ite the fact that the (jovernment of India have apparently in 
tlieir possession enough materials to justify his detention. The other 
day a i)uhlic meeting was held without the permission of the authorities 
concerned to urge the release of Mr. Sarat (,'haudra Bose over which 
a promiiKMit member of this House belonging to the Forward Bloc 
presided. We understand that the Ministry declined to sanction the 
prosefiution of the Bresident of the meeting, ])ut in order to keep up 
appearances merely allowed a comparatively insignificant participator 
in it to be prosecuted. The inference to be drawn from it is obvious. 

Sir, in view of these facts and circumstances we of the Muslim 
League Party consider it our solemn duty to demand of the Ministry 
a clarification of tlieir position in respect of the issues wliich 1 have 
raised. Faced with the grave ])eril of enem> aggression, the country 
has a right to know where exactly the Ministry stands and how far 
the security of the people is safe in their hands. 

Sir, it is now common knowledge that in Burma then* was a large 
number of traitor Burmans who facilitated enemy's ailvance and who 
acted as tlieir agents before and as their collaborators after the occupa- 
tion of the various parts of Burma b\ the Japanese. Bengal must 
profit by this lesson and must root out treachery if the enemy is to be 
succt'ssfully resisted. 

Sir, we demand that the Ministry do clarify their position in respect 
of the following : 

JX) they or do they not regard as most dangerous the propaganda 
carried on in the name of Mr. Subhas ('handra Bose I' What Rtej)8 do 
they propose to take to counteract thi.s propaganda!^ Are they prepared 
to denounce Mr. Subhas (Jiaudra Bose and undertake active and 
vigorous measures to eliminate what influence he may still have among 
certain sections of the people of this country!^ Are they prepared to 
ask that section of the Ministerial Party which still owes allegiance 
to Mr. Sarat ftiandra Bose to sever their connection with him in view 
of the fact that he has been the life-long associate of Mr. Subhas 
Chandra Bose and has not yet repudiated him P Do they or do they 
not believe in the justification of the action taken under the l>efence 
of India Rules by the officers against those engaged in subversive 
activities including some members of tbe Froward Bloc? 
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rtm Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: Sir, I have treated the 
statement made by Sir Nanimuddin with the contempt i( deservee 
(Cries of “Hear, hear" from the (oalitiou benches), because 1 feel 
in the first place that it has not been inspired by honesty and, secondly, 
because I do not believe that it is his composition. I have a suspicion 
that it has been drafted by Mr. Arthur Moort* of the State$m4m^ 
(Cries of “Hear, hear” from the C\)alition benches.) My reason for 
saying this is that Sir Nazimuddin has been hobnobbing much too 
frequently with Mr. Arthur Moore of lute. ((Vies of “shame, shame” 
from the Coalition benches.) J propose to make a detailed statement 
later on in which 1 jimjiose to discuss the various points that have been 
raised. Some of them are of great importance while some are absolutely 
nonsense. Sir Xazimuddin has referred to a certain document — 

(Mr. Abdur Kahnian Siddiqi ro.se to speak but there was an uproar 
and lie resumed his seat.) 

Sir Nazimuddin has made a definite statement about certain negotia- 
tions that have preceded the formation of this Ministry. May 1 remind 
Sir Nazimiiddin that it was he who showed the way by approaching the 
Forward Uloc to come and form a Ministry!*' May I remind him that 
it was he who approached the Hindu Maha.sabha to come and form a 
Cabinet with him!*' May 1 remind him tl»at it was he who approached 
Mr. Shamsuddin to come to tenns wdth him offering to give his jiarty 
four parliamentary Secretaries F Sir, 1 shall disclose 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. My jioint of 
order is whether the honourable speaker who was just addressing this 
Hou.se is in order when he made obseiwation.s (piite irrelevant to the 
statement made by tlie Leader of the OppositionF (Cries of “Oh, oh I” 
from the Coalition benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I also remind him that 
it was the Muslim l^eague which not merely hobnobbed with persons 
like Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose hut they are working hand in glove 
with the Forward Bloc party in the Calcutta Corporation F Sir, J shall 
not take up the time of the House any longer by going into details, 
because I propose to make a fuller statement later on, but 1 may tell 
the House just now that when Sir Nazimuddin made a definite state- 
ment that Mr, Sarat Chandra Bose signed some document as the licader 
of the Forward Bloc his statement was challenge<l from this side of the 
House. , I still maintain that his statement is not correct. I sent 
my Private Secretary to Government House to Mr. Carter with whom 
the document is at present, and he has authorised me to make this state- 
ment that that document was not available just at the moment but I 
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dutinctly remember that Mr. Sarat Cbandra Bose did not sign any 
paper as the Leader of the Forward Bloc. (Uproar.) I shall make 
a fuller statement later on. 

Mr. Khivaja SHAHABUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. Will the 
Chief Minister explain what he meant by saying that no Forward 
Bloc paper bore the signature of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have said already, I 
shall make a fuller statement later on. 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

S3— Extraordiiiary Charges in India. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Ks. 1,24,81,000 for expenditure under the head 
“63 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the object in moving the cut motion standing in my name is to 
show to the House and to the world outside how shabbily the muffasil 
area has been treated by the Hon'ble Minister and the (ioveniment he 
represents. 

But before I go directly into the (|ue8tion, let me begin with certain 
reply due to my friend.n on my left. During the general discussion 
when 1 raised the (luestion of legality of payment under this head from 
provincial revenue, some taunting remarks though made in a subdued 
tone reached my ears fnun iny left with the usual air of superiority 
complex 80 common to that side. To them I will only refer a few 
extracts from the printed speech of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
whom they are pledge-bound to support. 

In paragra|)h 2 of his printed speech (on the very first page) he says 
“It can be argued that expenditure on Defence is not a proper charge 
on provincial revenue and that under the Government of India Act, 
1935, the 'whole responsihilily for Defence falls on the Centre”. That 
this is the proper interpretation will be evident from what he further 
says on page 7 of the said printed speech. “The expenditure (under 
this head) amounted to Re. 3 lakhs in 1939-40 and Ra. 7 lakhs in 
1940-41 and the Central Government agreed to meet these charges in 
their entirety”. May 1 then ask my friends on my left if there was 
any justification for such remarks when I raised this legal or constitu* 
tional question during the general discussion of the budget? 
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Tlie Government of Bengal, to my mind, ought not to have yielded 
to the demand of the Centre to share the responsibility of this Defence 
charge without reference to the Federal Court. 

When the Government of India Act was passed in the year 1936, 
total war was not unknown to the British oligarchy who were responsible 
for the passing of the Act and as such I venture to submit that if itf^ 
was the intention of the Legislature to charge the provincial revenue 
with this kind of expenditure even in time of emergency, it would have 
been clearly put down in black and white in the Act itself. 

I understand when the old Cabinet resigned and a new one was 
in formation, a condition precedent was laid down that whoever would 
form the new Ministry', would not be able to question the legality of 
this expenditure. Sir Nazimuddin could not give such an uncondi- 
tional undertaking and so he could not be commissioned. But the rival 
group was so anxious to step into the shoes of the then existing Ministry 
that they did not eare to cut their own throats and with it that of the 
people of the province in order to form the present Cabinet. When the 
present Ministry was formed real power became automatically vested 
in the hands of '2 or at best 3 men. The (’hief Minister was trapped 
in a golden cage specially prepared for the purpose and became a show- 
boy. The show-boy was then taken to the Azad Conference but 
Mr. Ainery was too shrewd, lie detected the boy in spite of the 
camouflage and he was dubbed not a Muslim leader, not even a Con- 
gressite but only as one ass«»ciated with the Congress. But the blessed 
few did not notice that. They thought that it was a great victory 
which they had scored and came out in their true cobuir. They have 
stakes in Calcutta and its suburbs and in the industrial areas not far 
off and most of the money that could be sejueezed out, in the name of 
civil defence, was mostly applied for improving the city of Calcutta, 
at the expense of nation-building departinents. For allotting more 
money for this area, saving had to be made even by non-utilization of 
the provision actually made “for the improvement of Sadar hospitals 
in mufassal towns'* and by curtailing “expenditure under rural water- 
supply,” both of which are so essential for civil defence purposes in 
the interior. 

The enemy is' now almost at the gate of Chittagong and other adjoin- 
ing districts. Four villages adjacent to the city of Chittagong have 
had to be evacuated under military order and the whole eastern frontier 
seems to be in imminent danger but no provision for civil defence 
appears to have been made speciflcally for this area excepting perhaps 
what can be given out of the “lump provision of Rs. 2 lakhs for civil 
defence in vulnerable areas outside Calcutta’* including 71 thousand 
for hospital accommodation for air raid casualties in Chittagong, out 
of a total demand of Rs. 4 crores and odd. That this is true will be 
evident from page 413 of the Blue Book read with page 120 of the Bed 
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Book. There will be demonstration centres at Calcutta, Howrah, 
Serampore and Barrackpore. Alternative water-supply system and 
expansion of fire brigade have been undertaken for the city of Calcutta 
but nothing for the Bangui area. For the benefit of the house-owners 
who have been hard hit by the recent exodus from Calcutta, 600 addi- 
ptional private houses are being engaged on tlie plea of additional A. B. P. 
shelters but essential elements of “water-supply and hospital accom- 
modation” are being denied to the mufassal areas which are in imminent 
danger and are much more vulnerable than the city of Calcutta. 

If truth is to be told the people of the province are more afraid 
of lawless ehunent exj)ected to be let loose in its proper time and of 
the “scorched earth policy” of tlie British military than the Japanese 
bombs and shells. If the people of Calcutta are so much afraid of 
Japanese bombs, let their city be declared an open town and handed 
over to the Japanese, if necessary. They cannot be allowed to have 
so much of people’s money for the defence of the city only to be 
burned to ashes by the British military, as was done in Rangoon. 

May I enquire if an assuraiH'e has been obtained from the military 
authc»rity that scorched earth pidicy will not be api)lied to any part of 
Bengal and specially to Calcutta and the industrial area which have 
been developed by individual enterprise and private capital and not by 
c-ommunist method!'' May 1 also en([uire if the (jt»vernment is in a 
position to state tliat the A. R. P. (irganisation for which the Govern- 
ment is fully responsible and whicli consists mostly of caste Hindus 
(communal ratio not being followed in these appointments) will 
remain true to the last and will not emerge as lawless elements as it 
happened in Rangoon I' If not, 1 think that there is no justification 
for spending so much money in Calcutta in preference to the mufassal 
ureas which are in imminent danger. I ask my friends opposite to 
rise to tlie occasion and support this motion irrespective of party 
(umsideraiion for the benefit of the interior which is in imminent danger. 

Mr. P. BANERJi; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,24,81,1)00 under the head “03 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion 
is to raise a discussion about the inefficiency and insufficiency of the 
A. R. I*, organisation. 

Sir, in the general discussion of the budget, we gave certain sugges- 
tions to the Hon’ble Minister just to profit by the experience gained 
next door in Burma. I regret to say today after the lapse of so many 
W‘eeks no tangible improvement has been made in this direction. The 
arrangement that has been made is still not ade<|uate. A question was 
raised about slit trenches in the deliate whether slit trenches could give 
adequate protection against air raids. Now, Sir, the Government have 
come lorwani w'itb a statement in its paper that slit trenches are quite 
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all right and give excellent protection. May I point out to tl\^ Hon’ble 
Miniater that only day before yesterday Dr. B. C. Roy sjxjke at a meet- 
ing of the Calcutta Corporation and expressed the view that he doubted 
the utility of these slit trenches. My infurination from those who have 
returned from Rangoon is that the slit trenches are not so effective as 
covered trenches. Now, Sir, this denial in the paper will not do.t^ 
We have to face facts. We have l)een told b> Captain Mullen who is 
an authority on bombs, both explosive and incendiary, that the blast 
is the real iiieiiace and that it cun blow off even buildings. That being 
the case, there is no doubt that the enemies will be using these Itombs 
— I mean explosive bombs. 

As regards incendiary bombs, (\iptain Mullen's opinion is that these 
incendiary bombs are not so dangerous as the explosive Ixmibs and. 
therefore, the use of sand bags is (juite sufficient to fight against thi.‘< 
evil. 

As regards the A. U. IV organisations in Calcutta and in the 
mufnssal, I can say as Mr. .1. C. thipta and other speakers who have 
preceded me have said withtmt any fear (»f contradiction that the 
arrangement is not all that is desired. 

Now, Sir, in some districts, even in the frontier districts, this 
measure is totally iiegle< te<l. The main i|Ut‘stion that 1 wijuld ask the 
llon’ble Minister to consider is whether by this arrangement udetjuate 
help and succour can he rendered. We muintuin that it is not possible 
to render adeipiate help It has been ventilated tlirough the Press to 
the members of the public whether it is time for the (iovernment to 
declare whcdesale evacuation of Calcutta or at least of those persons 
whose services or whose sta> in (Vihutta is not essential. The Hon’ble 
Minister in his speech has declared that the time has not now come for 
this evacuation but I must tell him that to be forearmed is to be fore- 
warned. Sir, in our opinion the time has now come when it is necessary 
that Government must order for the evacuation of Calcutta and <mly 
retain th<»se persons wh(».se services in the opinion of (ioveniment are 
e.s.Hential services and money instead of being spent in this direction 
should be sjtent for the evacuation of people who have not got sufticient 
means to arrange it f(»r themselves. It is said that s<»me arrangements 
have been made to bring people from (yalcutfa to Khulna and that 
arrangement is being made with the help of Government but what is 
that arrangement P Only some sheds are there and some people have 
been asked to gather on the road-side. It is something like an inn in 
which people take shelter on the niad-side while going out on a pilgrim- 
age. Hut that we consider is not sufficient and will not help people 
going out from Calcutta for we have our exjwrteuces of evacuees coming 
from Rangoon. And it has also been pointed out by our leader that 
the Governroent help was not sufficient. 1 would ask the Hon'ble 
Minister to go through newspaper re)Kiris of persons who have been 
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affected and he will be convinced that Oovemment help was not 
sufficient. The blue light is now on and 1 have very little time to 
speak on these matters. I shall only say in this connection that 
although Government think that they have taken the responsibility 
of defending us, Government are unable to defend us. Government 
i^has sent out the military in different parts of the country. A good 
number of the military has been stationed at Jessore. But it appears 
that their business is not to be on the alert for military operations but 
they are simply committing excesses so much so that people in the 
villages are terribly afraid of them. This has actually become more 
terrible than enemy bombs and this is all being done in the name 
of maintaining order. 1 do not know whether the Civil Defence 
Minister is in possession of these facts or whether the Military autho> 
rities have taken any notice of its existence. Therefore, I consider that 
when these excesses have been committed, it is time for the Civil Defence 
Minister to rise to the occasion and see that these things become a thing 
of the past. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
1 beg to move that the demand of Us. 1,24,81,000, for exj)enditure under 
the head “03 — Extraordinary (-barges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100 
and I do so with a view to raising a discussion on the air-raid pre- 
cautions. 

Before I begin, 1 should like t(» assure the Hon’ble Minister that 
my object in moving this cut motion is m»t so much to criticize as to 
place before him the disturbed state of mind in which I am. He knows, 
Sir, that to the best of my ability 1 have placed my services at his 
disposal now' and he has the right to demand them in future also. I 
am, therefore, particularly anxious that in what I say I should not 
be misunderstood. I understand “Extraordinary charges in India” 
to mean Civil Defence, which means security and protection. I propose 
to establisli my case on the preliminary fact that nationalism in India, 
if it means counting of heads or the rule of the majority, then in 
Bengal it should mean the protection of my community without injuring 
the interests of any other section of the population. If that is admitted, 
then I think Government should try and understand why the Muslims 
of Bengal are disturbed in mind toilay and what are we so seriously 
concerned about. 

The other point, which I should also like the House to understand, 
is that we are using words and phrases which have meanings and signi- 
ficances different from the reality. For instance, the word “Govern- 
ment” in the Assembly means the Ministers who sit on what are called 
the Treasury benches. But “Government”, as laid down by the High 
Court, means something other than the Council of Ministers. I expect 
that if Hon 'hie Ministers sitting opposite are unable to carry out 
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my wifilies and do not respond to my appeals* the real OoTermnent* the 
^‘Ooremment established by law^' which does not reside here* will 
consider seriously what I am trying to place before the House. Why 
I am saying this, Sir* is because this session, out of the many sessions of 
our Assembly that 1 have attended, has disturbed me considerably. 
We seem to be fighting and quarrelling at a time when, who knows, 
while sitting in this House, we may be bombed. We have got to create 
an atmosphere and bring about an outlmik different to what exist today 
and more in keeping with the reality of the situation we are in. I 
have come to the conclusion that the rouncil of Ministers does not 
realise this. May I appeal to them, in all seriousness, to forget that 
there is an Opposition which must be crushed. It will be to their 
advantage to let us speak out our minds freely so that in case there 
are points which need correction or rectification in their policy, we 
may render them useful service. For, in my view, that is the duty 
and real function of the Opposition. The Hon 'hie the Chief Minister, 
who is also the Home Minister has started on a campaign of revengeful 
vindictiveness. He denies us freedom of speech and freedom of associa- 
tion and appears to be bent upon crushing i»ur liberties. 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: What about the five 
hundred meetings r* 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDOIQI: You know the Urdu couplet-- 

✓ 

/ ‘i-/ o!-i> y uV 

[What sort of a law of tying up tongues prevails 

in thy society 

My tongue is yearning to utter a talk here.] 

By crushing our liberties arul frying to stoj> us frrun expressing our 
views, he would nut have that uuiforiuitv of opinitm btdiind him which 
is essential in the j»resent disturbed state of aftairs. For instance, 
as President of die Krishak-Praja Purt\ he must have been disturbed 
that the party, w’hich eontains in it every section of the population 
and has taken up the advmacv of the rights of the peasant and the 
agriculturist, opposed a cut motion for the abolition of the Permanent 
Settlement. I do not know where I am. I get upset over these little 
incidents that happen in our iiiidHi almost daily m»w. The tierves of 
his colleague, wdioiri I have called the Premier de factij, seem to be 
on edge. There ap}>ears to be a nervous blitz all round. He seems to 
have lost nerve at a time when we should all try and preserve peaceful- 
ness of mind. The language that he used about us was undeserved. 
14 
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If you will read the undelivered speech of the President of the Hindu 
Mahasabha, at Bhagalpur, you will find that the word “goonda*' has 
been used in it more than once. I tried to look up the Goonda Act 
but the word has not been defined in it; then I looked up the dictionary. 
There ‘goonda’ as you, Sir, would understand it, means a big, hefty, 
strong, corpulent fellow, a pahlwan. If by ‘goonda’ the Hon’ble 
Minister means a Muslim, then, Sir, I was born a goonda, 1 am a goonda 
and I hope 1 shall die a goonda. He did not realise, when he used 
the epithet, that calling Muslims goondas would act as a boomerang 
because if by goonda he means a hooligan, a ruffian, a hadmash or an 
apache ^ my goonda brothers on the other side would resent the term 
equally as I do. I hope next time when he does address the House there 
will be no excitement and no such language will be used. 

The progressive Muslims show no clear outlines. They are neither 
fish, nor fowl nor good red herring. Muslim Ministers and our old 
associates and colleagues, one and all, have cried themselves hoarse by 
declaring that they are Muslim Leaguers. They want to organise a 
Bengal Provincial Muslim League of their own. Then what have we 
done that they have deserted us? I (consider it as the greatest compli- 
ment paid to us when these lost brothers of ours are trying to use the 
League name for themselves. They are now realising that they were 
in the wrong and they are not happy over what they did and where they 
now are. If you treat the Muslim League with kindess, even with 
generosity and come back into its i(dd, it will redound to your credit. 

Sir, speaking in all seriousness, 1 address myself to honourable 
members on the otluT side belonging to the Forward Bloc. A repudia- 
tion by the Tfon’hle Minister for Civil Defence and Local Self-Govern- 
ment of his atiiliation and identity does not, again, lead to one’s peace 
of mind. If y<»u come under a certain label you have got to retain it. 

Mr. I. D. ilALAN: Is the honourable member in order. Sir? Is 
ho speaking on the cut motion? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member is now travel- 
ling a very long way from the subject matter. I hope he will be 
relevant now. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: My whole object of appeal to 
Government is to create, if I caii, a condition of peacefulness so that 
Civil Defence may have at its back every section of the population 
and, therefore, 1 am trying to impress upon you. Sir, that these minor 
incidents which create irritation should, so far as possible, he avoided. 

I should like to enquire of that legal person called “Government estab- 
lished by law”, whether handing over Civil Defence into the hands 
of people who do not seem to be proud of the label under which they 
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entei^ed this House, is statesmanlike or safef Is it likely to create 
that feeling among the common people which would induce them to 
put into the common pool the maximum possible effort}* Will this 
change of attitude and of front on the part of the Forward Bloc 
Ministers and ineinl>erH generate the energy required for the task the 
Hon’ble Miui>ter has shouldered? 

There are just two other points. Sir, to which I shall refer. It 
has come to our notice that the Hon’ble the Home Minister — if I am 
misinformed I hope he* will contradict me in as strong a language as he 
can coiumund — in trying to seek the supjiort f<*r his new Cabinet has 
come to an arrangement with the Kuropeun (iroup that in all matters of 
policy in the Home Department he will just put his dhohi mark and 
do nothing else, leaving the administration of his department into tha 
hands of the Secretariat. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, we 
are ileuliug with air raid precautions. The honouruhle member is not in 
order. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have already said tliat Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiip is going far away from his point, and 1 hope he will 
now stick to his point. 

Khin Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: When he speaks on air raid 
prc(‘autions is he not entitled to make general observations on the 
main demand moved by the Hon’ble Mini.ster? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He is entitled to d(» (hat hut in dis- 
cussing he will have to e(mtine himselt to the air raid preoaulions only. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: 1 am going slightly out of 
my way. I want the (jovernineiit to look at the (iuestion of Civil 
Defence in a united manner and not by handing over their rights to 
others and acting under a sort of super-imposition from parties in the 
House or jie<qde outside, but, Sir, if you rule that I am out of order, 

I shall not press the point further. My whole object in s}>eaking ae 
I have done is lo tell the House why the Muslim population of the 
Province has grave misgivings and finds itself in a state of depression, 
which, as is obvious, is not conducive to a general whole-hearted united 
effort to put our Civil Defence on proper basis. We feel that the 
recruitment for its personnel is not done on right lines. 1 should like 
the Hou’ble Minister to widen his field of vision and take in all. 
Furtlier,, Sir, I feel that there is a spirit of lackadaisical incompetence 
in its work; there is no vim in the whole arrangement. I hope tlie 
Hon’ble Minister will use the utmost caution More he cornea t<» any 
definite conclusions about our defence and security. 1 should 
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like him to make no diacrimination. Voluntary effort, yes; but there 
are reasons why certain sections of the population have not come forward 
voluntarily. Let him create the correct psychological background 
which will in turn create and engender resjmnsiveness in the people’s 
mind. 

Sir, I have to give up many of my points because of your decision. 
1 again appeal to the Hou’ble Minister and his Forward Bloc associates 
to work as true and real nationalists in the sense in which I have 
tried to describe the word. If they can accept that point of view, I 
think Civil Defence will work better and we shall not be defeating the 
very object for which we shall be sanctioning the grant. 

1 will, before I resume my seat, appeal once more to the Hon’ble 
the Minister for Civil Defence to see that whatever action he or his 
colleagues in the Cabinet take, it does not lead to civil commotion, 
because tliat will be death for the majority of this province, and I 
hufipen belong to that majority which unfortunately does not receive 
today that attention from the particular point of view towards which 
J have tried to draw his attention. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, I formall\ move the cut m(»tion staniling in my name that the 
demaml of Its. 1,1^4,81,000 for expenditure umler the head “08 — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India’* he reduced hy Its. 100. 

I do not like to inflict a long spetHh on the Hous<‘ as the mismanage- 
ment. departmental inefficiency, corrupt practices in the matter of 
supplies, nepotism in giving appointments are already matters of 
common knowledge to the countryside. On general debate on Budget, 
speakers after speakers have dwelt on this matter. Since then nearly 
three weeks have j)assed hut we see no change in the policy. Things 
are allowed to drift in their usual phlegmatic ways. 

Now allow me to place before the House a few' cases relating to my 
district. The organisation has been left in charge of a retired police 
ofKcer. He has hwn recruited at a monthly salary of Rs. 050 besides 
his usual pension. I nder him six .sectional officers draw'ing pay of 
Rs. l^ot) — 4t)U besides all(»wuuces have been apfudnted. These sectional 
otlicers have got under them staff officers on a pay of Ra. 75 — 150 besides 
clerical staff, peons, etc. The area has Wen divided into four depart- 
ments. Each department consists of a Superintendent w'ith a 
pa\ of Rs. 150, Assistaut , Superintendents with pay of Rs. 75, 
telephone operators, accounUflhte, 8 or 4 clerks and messenger 
Imys on an average pay of Rs. 30 a month. Besides them there are 
wardens with aa allowanee of Rs. 30 a month to their credit. J^bave 
got nothing to say on the expenditure side if it is spent for proper 
organisation. But the fact is quite otherwise. For instance, there 
is a tele[>hone operator on a pay of Rs. 25 a month appointed nearly 
«ix weeks ago at Vttarpara but no telephone has been installed aa yet. 
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Many of tlie wardens are employees in mercantile firms in Calcutta. 
It ipoes beyond my cimception how they can attend to their duties in 
their respective areas while serving their firm. 

The officers of whom I have already spoken do not care to make 
regular inspections and in most cases they discharge Iheir duties on 
paper only. It is repetition of the same old story given out by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ameer Ali some time back. 

The appointments for the fat-salaried officers have been given mostly 
to the relatives of the (Controller Mr. Khalei} disregarding the <daims 
of many far btdter qualified candidates. 

I liave been told In one resptmsible member of ibis House who is 
intimately connected with various activities of the (iovernment as well 
as A. K. P. work in my district that approach was made to the Ilim'ble 
Minister in charge, giving liim details <d the irregularities, but so far 
no action has been taken. In s(»ine cjuarter it is whispereil that 
Mr. Khuleii lias such powerful supporters in this (iovernment that his 
faults are condoned if not connived at. I do fiot know' how far thi.s 
is true, but the continueil negligence of the Ministr\ to thes<* issues 
leads me to believe tliat thert‘ inu\ be some truth. The department 
ifl managed so inefficiently as to justify us in condemning it as nation- 
killing instead of nation-saving in its activity 


Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE, Btrt«: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
W’ould like to (‘ontribute the views of the European Party to this debate. 
Civil Defence is a matter in which we are all vitally interested, and, 
therefore, a matter on wliich we all hobl strong views; but because 
it is a matter which concerns the safety of the peojile of this Province 
it Wlioves us to sj>eak with restraint and n very heavv sense of 
responsibility. We think it wrong for example to hurl unfoundwl 
critici.sms at officials and A. It. P. workers who have been working 
day and night to give us an efficient organisation. To do so is to dis- 
courage the whole organisation. We should onl> criticise when we are 
sure of (iur facts and before we criticise w’e should a.sk ourselves what 
we are doing to help. 

There can be no question that it is the responsibilit) of (iovern- 
ment to do ever'rthing within their power4or the (’i\il IhTence of the 
people of this Province, and the fact that (fovernment are not 
responsible for military defence <bM*H not ri^] them of their resjumsibility 
for civil defence. The first bluest loi^ tlien i.s : Is (ioviTumeni fulfilling 
this responsibility?^ On t|p whole we consider that Oovernment are 
doing their best to fulfil their responsibility. The (’ivil Defence and 
A. It P, schemes art*, in our opinion, well thought out and planned 
and based on experience both in England and in Rangoon. Some 
months ago we might have complaint with some justification that most 
of these achemes appearetl to be only on paper. Considerable progress 
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had, however, undoubtedly been made during the last few months, and 
many of the schemes in so far as they involve construction work and not 
large scale recruitment of personnel have been completed. One or two 
schemes still, however, appear to remain on paper, and we wonder, 
for example, when are we to have the long-promised new report centres, 
when are we to have the new A. R. P. depots and when are the 500 
buildings earmarked as public shelters to be opened for use by the 
public. We cannot afford any delay in these matters. 

One fundamental defect which was evident some mouths ago was 
the la(!k of co-ordination and direction in the organisation. Civil 
defence schemes involving specialised knowledge and technical skill 
are necessarily divided amongst a number of Government departments, 
and until recently these departments were doing this work without 
proper co-ordination or supervision. As a result progress was unequal 
and the organisation suffered from lack of cohesion and driving power. 
There was a great deal of passing of files from department to depart- 
ment, and the right hand did not appear to know what the left hand 
was doing. This fundamental defect has been, in our oi)inion, to 
a large extent remedied by the appointment, in the first place, of the 
Hon’ble Minister for the Co-ordination of Civil Defence and, in the 
second place, by the appointment of a Director of Civil Defence for 
the Calcutta area. The Ilon’ble Minister has, in our oj)inion, taken 
up h is duties with energy and determination, and we hope that he 
will continue to concentrate his energies on the problems of Civil 
Defence. We hope in j)urticular that everything possible will be done 
to sjieed up d(‘part mental procedure and avoid “red-taj)ism" and passing 
of files from department to department. 

While we consider that most of the criticisms against officials are 
misdirected, we would like to draw attention to two points. The first 
is the apparent reluctance and slowness on the part of officials in 
taking (»n additional staff. We are aware that certain senior executive 
officials are working from morning to night and are still only able to 
cope with the most urgent business before them. This is not, in our 
opinion, conducive to the efficiency of the organisation, and what we 
do not understand is why they do not^ ask for^^^and obtain additional 
staff. My second point of criticism arises out ot;the first. There 
appears to us to be a lack of personal contact between the officials 
and the A. R. P, workers. In our opinion the |>er8onal touch in 
securing the efficiency of tile A. R. P. workers is all important and 
long office hours and innumeralJleVritten instructions will not supply 
that personal touch. ^ 

This point has particular reference to the Wardens Service. *It is 
useless to issue instructions to the Wardens if there is no one to see 
that they are carried out. It is eqtially useless to issue written instruc- 
tions which are not read or, if they are read, are misunderstood. There 
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mi^ be constant supervision and inspection of the Wardens and there 
must be closer contact between them and the senior officials. I say this 
with emphasis because one senior A. R. P. official has been heard 
to say that he did not know if his instructions were being carried out 
by the Wardens, a statement which appears to us to be indefensible. 
Now, Sir, we all know the Wardens Service is the key service of the 
A. R. P. organisation. It will be their business to get the informa- 
tion with regard to any bombing incident as soon as possible to the 
report centres so that the Fire Services, the First Aid Services and 
the Rescue Services can be sent immediately to the spot. Moreover, 
Sir, it is their duty to instruct the people of their section in the 
measures which they should take for their own safety. This last duty 
the Wardens have, so far as we have been able to see, failed to perform. 
Many of us have iiev’cr even seen our Wardens and many of the 
Wardens — there are exceptions — have not gone round their sectors 
instructing people in elementary’ precautions. 

This may be partly due to the inadequacy of numbers, but we or# 
afraid it is also due to the fact that we have not got the best men 
available. We must have ade(juate numbers of Wardens and we must 
have the best men available. We must moreover have competent staff 
officers and insjiectoi-s who will give the Wardens the training, 
practices and personal inspection which is so essiuitial. We consider 
that the Wardens in view of the importance of their duties should all 
be full time paid workers and (government should spare no effort to 
secure an adequate force of full time paid Wardens proj)erly trained 
and supervised, a force upon which we can all rely in an emergency. 

Here, Sir, 1 come to the question of recruitment. In our opinion 
the most serious deficiency in the A. H. P. organisation is not the 
result of official misdeeds or mistakes but the result of lack of public 
support and co-operation. For many immths the officials and the 
A. H. V. workers liuve been working without inten*st, support or 
encouragement from the public or for that matter from this House. In 
recent months as the danger of air raids has increased there has been 
an awakening of public interest and the response to Government’s 
recruitment campaign has improved, but we know that the response in 
certain services and 1 refer particularly to the First Aid Posts and 
First Aid Parties has been very poor and these servic'es are far below 
the required strength. This is a responsibility which we must all 
•hare. Every member of this House should be doing what he can 
to recruit more workers for the A.R.P. ^services. ^^^We should not let 
political difficulties stand in the way/ Japanesit bombers will not take 
note of our {mlitical diffflulties, nor will the Japanese bomber worry 
whether we have the correct communal ratio in onr A. R. P. services. 
Bombs * make no discrimination between caste, colour or creed. 
Obviously; when we are crying out for more workers we must take the 
workers as they come forward whatever their community. We want 
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all the workers we ran get, Hindus, Muslims and Christians, whatever 
their community, and it is the duty of the leaders of all communities 
to see that the members of their (communities come forward in large 
numbers. 

We welcome the proposal of the Hon’ble Minister, Mr. Basu, to 
set up a Civil Defence Committee with the object of associating public 
opinion and advice with the official organisation. AVe hope that this 
Committee will devote itself primarily to assisting recruitment to the 
A. K. P. organisation. We do not suggest that it should not have 
other functions; in fart we think it can do most useful work in giving 
,advice on local problems and local defi<‘iencie8, but we would stress 
thai recruitment of the best available material to the official organisa- 
tion is our primary need. In our opinion the method of recruitment 
has in the past been too centralised. It is not, iii our opinion, 
sufficient to open recruitment and information bureaus at central 
places. Whut is wanted is direct local recruitment. 

We agree with the Hoirble Minister tliat there is much useful and 
valuable work that (jan be done by non-official organisation.s, but our 
first objective must be to have a trained, disciplined, properly-equipped 
and officenul force which during an actual air raid will carry out its 
duties s|>eedily and efficiently under a single command. Non-official 
organisations can and must help in relief work, in the organisation 
of viduntary street fire-figliting parties, and in the disposal of the dead, 
but let us not forget that during an actual air raid we must have a 
trained and disciplined fonu* acting under unified command and 
contnd. 

binully, Sir, lei us not forget that our object is not only to protect 
the 1 ives of the jx'ople of this Province, but to keep this great city 
and its essential services and industries going. If w’e keep calm and 
obey the simple instructions to take sludter, (‘xperience has shown that 
the Ixunb loses it.s terror and its effectiveness The citizens of Kangcmn 
tell us that there is safety in slit trenches but not ufMin the stn^ets. If 
WO panic and rush about the streets and flee out of the city, then we 
only plai’c «»ursclves in danger but we achieve the object of the 
enemy. Our fighters and cmr anti-aircraft guns will not fail us. Let 
us show that like the citizens of London we can takt^^jt and keep our 
city and provinre going. Let us show that in the defence of our 
Proviiu'e we can sink our political differemes and present a ('ommon 
front. 

We oppose all the cut motions and will supfwrt the Government 
motion. ^ 

•if. OHIRENDRA NATH SEN* Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, I had 
been listening with great interest to the very instructive speei'k delivered 
by my honourable friend Sir Henry Birkrayre. I rise not to criiiciBe 
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tbe Bclieme but I must say at the outset that I cordially welcome the 
enormity of the arrant which has risen to a classical figure of about 
He. 4 crores, but I must confess that I am a little disappointed, if not 
a bit frightened, that definite suggestions and practical schemes have 
not been fonuulated for the preserA^ation of the interests of trade, 
commerce and industry. Sir, this city of ('alcutta or for the matter of 
that our own province of liengal has of late been developing into a 
great industrial province. Tliere are major factories and big mills 
and there are a number of middle-sized industries with small capital 
and cottage industries, employing a huge number of labour living all 
around us. It is not my i<lea to discuss in detail the statistical position i 
of these industries within tiie short space of time allotUMl to me, but 
I want to point out that these industries for their survival and their 
prosperity always re(|uire a free How of raw materials, a f\»ml of fearless 
labour and an ea.sy method of transportation of their finished goods. 
Sir, any infliction of war is Ixmud to paralyse tliesc three main 
arteries of their life. F<ir the last few inontlis, these industries have 
been passing throuj,*!! very eritieal times. On a<M*onnl of s<‘ar<‘ity (»f 
railway wagons, they were eoinpelled to buy eoul at a price which 
was -MM) [)ei cent. liif.jher than the usual rate and when .lapan I'litercd 
the war, tlie\ were fone<l to hu\ lot stock, raw materials and chemicals 
at an abnormally higher rate with the result that tin* available liquid 
asset that they weie in posses-^ion of was finished ami frozen in the 
way mentimied. They were, thus, not in a ]>osition to make any 
arrangements, safety arrungemeiits — for tlieir labour force or to 
arrange tor storing any food w|ii< li would carry them on for a little 
while. Sir, it will not he out of place to mention here what is being 
done in the TinUxl Kingdom t4» .safeguard the interests of the industries. 
Sir, there they have divided the in<lustri(‘s into several groups so that it 
w'onld he very easy for them to look t<» their problems and then they 
have placed each group either in one form or the other under the dir(?ct 
supervision, control and guidance 4)f the (hivernment and then they 
have opened out a register of all available labour by which when there 
was any scarcity of labour at one point, labour could lx* tranH}>ort4*(l 
from one centre t4> the otloT. The ({uestion of Itiiilway transport \i 
not a provincial .suhjudjt. Of tin* pressure on the Hailway traffic 
has been very gftat and on acc-ount of the rationing of petrol, road 
traffic has been reduceil also, ( oal gas ha.s been iutnxiuced in Kngland 
and traffic congestion has been reduceil Ji) a curtain extent by opening 
out lransiH»rtiition by waterwa}^. *** 

Sir, our forbears had started these industries and it is our moral 
duty to keep the fire burning. Ix*t Ikuigal's infant industri<j« and 
commercial ventures he made shock-pnxif and, well-protected by baffle 
walls which we can build arouml them. We cannot allow our economic 
structure to collapse. And, (iod save us from our efforts of building 
everything anew. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in the 
lobby I saw some responsible Pressmen taking down notes from the 
printed copies of the statement of Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin. I deem 
it proper, therefore, that you should issue a warning that no Press 
shall publish either the statement or any portion of it which was read 
out before the Press gallery was cleared out. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Pressmen have not been allowed 
to be here when the statement was read out and the Pressmen are not 
allowed to publish anything w4th regard to the statement made by Sir 
Nazimuddin or with regard to the reply thereto made by the Ilon’ble 
Mr. Fazlul Huq. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, the object of my 8pee<‘h is not to criticise the present Ministry. 
We know how big the task is and how very limited their j)ower8 are. 
So 1 wish only to make a few constructive suggestions which, I think, 
it is essential to carry out at this critical (ondition of the country and 
which, T believe, the lloii’ble Ministers are able to execute. 

Sir, on Monday last, in the afternoon, when the alert Air Raid 
fiiren blew, the labourers of Clive Mills at Matiabruz w’anted to come 
out in panic but the mill gates were closed under the orders of the 
General Manager of the Mill and they could not get out. They were 
asked to go behind the baffle wall which has been constructed in that 
mill along the main wall surrounding the fac'tory. Sir, in that mill 
there are about five or six thousand workers working and the baffle 
wall that has been constructed can just cover oOO ]>eople. There are 
no other arrangements — no slit trenches, no underground shelti^rs but 
only a baffle wall which can cover just 500 people out of the 5,000 oi 
6,000. And these people, wdien they wanted to go out, were not 
allowed t(» do so, and as a result there was a panic and in the next 
morning there was a strike of 5,(K)0 to 6,000 workers. I do not know 
whether there is any other strike in any other jute mill as a result 
of this, but this far I know that if the system of closing the gates when 
the siren goes continues — especially wTien ther# are not sufficient Aii 
Raid precautions inside — then in no time there will 1)e a serious panic 
among the labour population in and around Calcutta, and in spite ol 
our best efforts it, will not be"*po8siblo4o keep them at their posts and 
there will be a general strike. On further enquiries I was informed 
that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Defence Co-ordination ha* 
some hand in the matter: it is with his permission that these mil) 
gates are being closed. I do not know whether it is a fact or not. 


TIm HMi’Mt Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is not a fact 
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Oft 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERflEEs I am ^lad to hear that. 

But my humble request to the Hou'ble Minister is to enquire into thi« 
matter so that this sort of panic may not continue and unnecessary 
trouble may not be created again in the mill areas. 

Then, Sir, as regards the baffle wall in one particular area it is 
quite in8uffi(‘ient for the protection of the workers of that area, and the 
slit trenches that have lieeu dug for this purpose are also not at all 
eufficient. For instance, take the cases of Cheviot and ('aledonia 
Mills. In these mills there are about 5,()0t) workers, but the slit 
trenches that have been dug there can just airommodute not more 
than 1,0(X^ people. 

Sir, as regards the slit trenches, it has more than once Iwen said 
that these slit trenches are absolutely worthless. I agree with it. Not 
only are these slit trenches quite shallow, but T am sure as soon as 
rains will begin thest* slit trenches will be filled with rain-water and 
snakes and frogs. It may be that water w’ouhl be jmmped out, but 
during the monsoon which is coming s(M»n when it will ruin heavily 
and inceHsaiif ly , this will be f>f no avail arid the slit trenches w’ould 
l)e abs(dutely useless. So, Sir, the only accommodation that is 
possible is, I tliink, underground pucca shelter. I am sorry t-o tell 
you. Sir, tliat j)ractically no arrangement has been made in this 
direction. Of <‘our.se, in some mill areas there are some arrangements 
for underground {uicca shelter. But 1 am told that that i.s not meant 
for the labourers b\it meant only for the ofliidals of the mills, 1 w’ould 
request the llon’ble Minister again to enquire into the mutter. 

Then, Sir, there are other mutters, 1 am informed that n(» addi- 
tional medical arrangement has Ihmui made in these mills and no 
hospital lias been constructed. As a mutter of fact, in many millfl 
there are no hospitals at all. As regards water arrangement there is 
also some difficulty. Where there should he a large numl>er of tube- 
wells, it is a matter of regret that no arrangement whatsoever for tube- 
wells ha.s been made .so far. And there has also not been any arrange- 
ment for the supply of food. 

Then, Sir, there is the question of compensation. That is a matter 
which is very important, be<‘au»e if there be any bomb dropped and 
if there be any casualty as a result thereof, the labourers, as a matter 
of fact, do not know what would W done for them. Government have, 
of course, declared something, but I would request the Hon’ble 
Minister to emulate the example of the Tata* at Jamshedpur where the 
labourers will uot only get the money sanctioned by the Central Govern- 
ment but 'OB the top of it they have been promised by the Company 
a lump sum to be paid in the* cairn of those who would be' permanently 
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disabled and also to those killed. I would like to draw the parti- 
cular attention of the Hon^ble Minister to this aspect of the question. 

(At this stage the member having reached »the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. OHIREHDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I do not like to make a 
speech. May 1 put a question to the Hon’ble Minister that if the 
members of the Chittagong Division wish to wait upon the Ilon’ble 
Minister to lay their grievances as to their division which is in imminent 
danger, whether he will be prepared to receive this deputation? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Most certainly. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is with a sense of heavy responsibility 
that I rise today on the floor of this House to reply to this debate on an 
all-iniportant (piestion of the hour. 

Sir, the suggestions — very healthy and helpful suggestions in many 
(iuses — whii h have been made in the course of this debate are extremely 
welcome to the department which I have the honour to represent on 
this occasion in this House. 1 welcome the detailed criticisms of 
the departmental activities and policy which have been made by 
responsible members of this House I also welcome the usual mud- 
slinging epithets which have been levelle<l against us by the Muslim 
League Opposition members because I recognise that even behind them 
and underlying them there may be a grain of sincere criti<’ism which 
may be helpful to us in deciding our policy and course of action. 

Sir, the different cut motions which have been moved and debated 
upon cover a variety of subjects which it is not possible for me to 
deal with within the limited space of time which can neces.sarily be 
allotted to me. 

Sir, 1 find that Khun Hahudur Fazlul (jadir coming from Chittagong 
has discussed the (piestion <»f civil defence in the (riiittagong town 
and the neighbouring areas in some detail, but it is not possible for me 
to dcuil with it at the pre.sent moment. 1 can only remind him of the 
conlerence whic'h 1 had with the members n‘i)re.Henting the (.’hittagong 
district imly tlie other day and to which he has been pb*ased to make 
a passing referenc e. Tlic*se members coming in»m the Oiittagong 
district have bc*en abb‘ tt» place before mo at first hand their version 
of the story .so far as evacuation and civil defence are concerned in the 
(^hittagong district and it will l»e my earnest endeavour to sc’rutinise 
those suggestions and to give effect to them wherever possible. I do 
not desire* to deal with that aspect of the matter at any great length 
because I am sure — as it has been recognised by the Khan Bahadur 
himself — that the local authorities under the leadership of the District 
Magistrate have been trying their very best to deal with the situation. 

Then, Sir, <*oming to the suggestions and criticisms offered by my 
hcmourahle friend Mr. J, C. Gupta, he has dealt with this question in 
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some detail. Mr. J. C. Gupta has referred to the confereiioi^ which 
was held some time hj?o in this chamber for constituting a Central 
Committee in order to stimulate recruitment and public support to 
the A. K. P. services. That committee is in the process of formation 
and the personnel is likely to be announced in the course of this week. 
Some delay has occurred because I have to set ure the consent of several 
leading citizens of Calcutta including some of tin* leaders of the 
different parties in this House. And it is my regret that the honourable 
the Leader of the Opposition has not seen his way to accepting a 
membership of this committee. I had expected that as he had taken 
part in the proceedings of this (inference, he would have come forward 
to assist this committee with the benefit of his suggestions and his 
advice, but unfortunately that has been denied to us. He may have his 
own reasons. 1 am not going into them at pre.sent because 1 do not 
know them. But if the statement that he made on the floor of this 
House this morning Ih‘ any indication of those reasons, 1 can only say 
that I det‘i)ly de[>lore th(‘m based as they are on an utter misconcefition 
of tlie entire situation, 

ISow, Sir, Mr. .1, C. Gupta has also gone into some detail on the 
(juestion oi tubewells. alternative watt*r-supply sclimne, and so on and 
so forth. It i.*^ not for me now to deal elalMuately with these points. 
It is not a matter of reply only with which we are concerned, hut the 
real thing that ou^lit t(» be done is to scrutinise those suggestions 
in the light of actual facts and if necessary to give effect to them. 

Then, Sir, there is one characteristic speech coming from the 
Mu.slim League Opposition bcmches from Mr. Alnlul Hamid wdio 
wanted that the ('ivil Defence* Department of the Government of 
Bengal, should be removed from the ('ulcutta ('ity and that immediate 
steps should be taken to retire from this City, bag and baggage, lock, 
stock and barrel, leaving it an easy prey to the ravages of the Japanese 
boiiiKs. Sir. without meaning the slightest disrespect to the honour- 
able meml>er I do not think that any Axis propJAgunda c’ould secure 
greater support from any member of this Hou.se than what has been 
done by the* statement of the honourable member. (Mr. AuDUL 
IIaiiii); I liave said a ejuite different thing, I said that all money 
has been provided for Calcutta and nothing has been left for mufassal.) 
I am glad to have his denial but that was the impression which was 
left in my mind. 

Sir, Mr. Abdul Hamid advised Government to take up this position 
that Calc utta should Iw declared an open c^ity. I do not know of any 
worse t>i>e of defeatism than what has been uttered by Mr. Abdul 
Ilamid when he made that suggestion. We as the Progressive Coali- 
tion Party are not going to take up that stand, 1 can assure Mr. Abdul 
Hamid and those of his way of thinking. 

% 
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Nov, Sir, Mr. P. Banerji with the best of intentions also made a 
suggestion of that charactter that here and now we should declare that 
time has come for evacuating the city of Calcutta. I do not think so. 
The time has not come and I do hope the time will never come; at the 
same time 1 do say, as I have said already in another place, that it is 
quite welcome to those who are not required for any essential service 
in this city to provide for their own exodus in an orderly and 
disciplined fashion instead of rushing out of the city in a state of 
panic. If normal exodus confined only to those who are not engaged 
in any essential service can be organised by the i)erson8 concerned, 
every facility will be obtainable to them for giving effect to that desire, 
but Government is not contemplating any evacuation of the city. At 
the same time we make it perfectly clear that essential services in this 
city have g(»t to be carried on even under circumstances of extreme 
stress and strain, even when — God forbid — the Japanese aeroplanes were 
whirling overhead. We desire to stick to this city till the very last 
and carry on our normal w’ork in the usual normal orderly fashion. 

Now, Sir, one observation was made by Mr. Banerji and I have 
taken down his words with some care. He said that Government have 
sent out military to different parts of the I'ountry. So far as this 
Government are concerned they are completely innocent of any such 
step. They have not sent out the military; they have no power to do 
so, n(»r have they any reasons to send out military lor the proper func- 
tioning of Government. At the .same time, it is an undoubted fact 
that preparations are being made ail over tlie province for the military 
defence of the provime by those who are charged and entrusted with 
that duty and if any untowaird incident ha.s hai)pened in conseiiuence 
of the posting of military in any place we have alreay had an 
assurance from the military authorities that if any complaint is 
brought to their notice they will deal with it with a veiy strong hand 
and I do not think that we can go beyond that. If (‘omplaints are 
made and substantiated with the necessary evidence of a reliable 
chBract 4 »r, the military authorities will make it their duty to deal with 
the recalcitrant members of the military service in a very firm manner, 
so that no occasion would arise in future for any such complaint. I 
do not think, Sir, that it is at all right to say or^to suggest that 
excesses have been committed on an elaborate scale. I ilo not know, 
Sir, that smdi excesses, even if committed on stray occasions, have 
not been firmly vlealt with by the responsible authorities concerned. 
I would again ask the members of the House that if they found any 
such cases brought to their notice and passed them on to Government 
after proper scrutiny and responsible investigation so far as it may be 
possible for them to make. Government will have the necessary steps 
taken by the military authorities concerned. (Mr. P. Banerji: The 
Hon’ble Minister is helpless H Yes, I am helpless to deal with the 
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military authorities or the soldiers themselvesy because under the 
Cbnstitution under which myself and my honourable friends are func- 
tioning we are all helpless. 

Then, Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Siddiqi has prefaced his 
remarks by saying — lie was speaking in a most helpful spirit and I 
acknowledge that spirit because one of the earliest members of thia 
House from whom I got the necessary resjionse in the matter of the 
Central Committee was Mr. Siddiqi himself — that he unreservedly 
placed his services at the disposal of the Civil Defence ('o-ordination 
Ministry, so far as this particular matter was concerned. He haa 
offered to serve on it and give us the benefit of his help and guidance. 
Against that background, I shall deal with the observations which ho 
has made. 

Much of his observations was confined or related to matters which 
are outside the scope of this debate. For instance, he invited ua to 
create a situation of peacefulness in this province. So far as tho 
present Ministry are concerned, we are trying our very best not only 
to create a peaceful atmosphere which has been so ruthlessly disturbed 
by the happenings during the last Ministry's tenure of office but also 
to maintain it to the fullest possible extent. Aiul we hope that the 
Pakisthaii day which is going to be celebrated in Bengal in the course 
of a week t»r so will not (ontribute to a disturbance of that peaceful 
atmosphere for which Mr. Siddiqi is pleading on the floor of this 
House. Mr. Siddiqi has said that there should not be any discrimina- 
tion in the matter of recruitment. I do not think that there is any 
justification, so tar as that allegation is coneerned. We have thrown 
our doors open to memhers of all eommunities and we are inviting them 
in the most cordial spirit. Let them come and have their rightful 
jdaee in the organisation whi<h has been set up and which we intend 
to make successful. 

In this connection, I welcome the olmervation of Sir Henry 
Birkmyre. He has given a most detailed and most earnest and — I 
should say — a teehiiical consideration to the different questions affect- 
ing the A. It. P. organisation, and his speech, when available to the 
department in print or in type, — I hope he will give me a copy of 
his speech — wiU be scrutinised in the light of our requirements and I 
expect to get the mixiinuui benefit from the speech itself. Sir, I shall 
not deal with that speech any further now. 

Then, Sir, certain general observations were made by Mr. Siddiqi 
and his Leader, Sir Nosimuddin. As my Leader, the Hon 'hie Cliief 
Minister, has said something on that point and as he reserves his right 
to speah more elaborately on this question, I do not desire to take up 
the time of the House at any greater length. But certain observations 
have been made even by Mr. Siddiqi with regard to the attitude 
which my Party has taken up or is going to take up regarding this 
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Civil Defence scheme. I take this opportiuiity of declaring here and 
now that my Party is full-hearted and full-throated in its support of all 
Civil Defence measures of the Government of^engal. (Cries of ‘‘Hear, 
hear’' from the Coalition benches.) And I also take this opportunity ol 
<|uoting a few lines from the stitement which will be issued authorita- 
tively ill a day or two from my Party in order to give a lie to the 
mischievous and malicious allegations which have been made that W€ 
are wavering in our support of Government in the matter of Civil 
Defence. I shall only confine myself to some of these observations 
which have been made in that statement. These are the lines which 
I should like to stress liefore the House at the present moment before 
I cemclude my observations. Here is the statement ; “Every effort 
should be made to resist the new menace of foreign aggression, 
whether from Ihe west or from the east, that threatens our motherland. 
Advanced political opinion in India does not desire to have any master, 
not to speak of change of musters, in demanding that India should 
be enabled t(» attain and defend her freedom ju^t as Free (’hina, her 
neighbour, ha.s bt'en heroically defending hers for more than lour 
years. As an earnest of sincere emb*avonr to defend our homeland, 
our party along with ihe juirties in progressive c(»alition has bt'cn doing 
its utmost to help and promote this organisation of Civil Defence which 
is the particular chaiye of the Provincial Goveiainient of Hengal. The 
larger defence of the country against external aggre*ision is not in the 
hands of representative Indians and has not been entrusted to their 
care. Yet so far as (^ivil Defence can contribute to the protection of 
our people against foreign aggression, our party is putting forth its 
best endeavour towards that end.” I/et there be no ambiguity, nc 
hesitation, in the mind of anybody in this House or outside as to the 
attitude that (uir party has taken, is taking or will continue to take 
unequivocally over this all-important question. Towards the end ol 
the statement it goes on to say: “And it any form of Government hai 
always a|)pealed to us it is denuM rary, genuine democrary, undictated 
from above or outside which can find room for that abiding regard foi 
human values and freedom which has been the outstanding feature ol 
the culture and civilisation of our great motherland.” 1 cannot 
conclude my observations with w<»r<ls more elmiuent than these. (Mr 
P. Baneiui : What about the scorched earth policy,!^) 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Fazlul Qadir that the demand ol 
Ks. l,24,81.1H)0 for expenditure under the head “1^1— Kxtraordipiry 
Charges in India” be reduced by Hs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta that the demand of 
Rs, 1,24,81,000 for expenditure under the head “6**1 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Ks. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. A. M, Abdul Hamid that the demand of 
R«. 1.24.81,000 for expenditure under the head ”0-1 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of R«. i;W,8l,000 
for! ^penditure under the^ead “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India’* 
be reduced by R«. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi that the demand of 
Rs. 1,24,81,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India’* be reduced by Rs. 100. was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhireiidra Narayan Mukherji that the demand 

of Rs. 1,24,81,000 for expenditure under the head “(k‘l — Extraordinary 
Cliarges in India” W reduced by Rs. UK), was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Mr. Santosh Kumar Busu that a sum 

of Rs. 1,24,81,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “6*1 — 

Extraordinary Charges in In<lia ' was then put and agreed to. 

Adjoumment. ^ 

The House was then adjourned at 11-10 a.m. till 8-30 a.rn. on 
Saturday, the 21st March, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Preccediiif* of the Beiifel Lefulativp Assenbljr Meemble 
uader the Proneiont of the Government of Indie Aet, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturda 
the 2l8t March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 

V 

PrMnt: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Seed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chai 
7 Hon’ble Ministers and 200 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to wbkh oral antwert were given) 

Rooonttitutiofi of Advisory Committee for Kaii and Marriage Registry 
in Mymensangh. 

M80. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: {a) Will 1 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased i 
state when the Advisory Committee for Kazi and Muhammadan Marriaj 
Registrar for the district of Mymensingh has been reconstituted? 

(6) Is it a fact — 

(/) that some Muslim M.L.As. of the district, and 
(//) that a Muslim Chairman and also the 2nd Vice-Chairman i 
the District Board , 

have been excluded? 

(c) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reasc 
therefor P 

MINISTER in olwrgt of tho EDUCATION Md COMMERCE m 
LABOUR DEPARTMENTS (th* Hon'bl* KhM Bahadw M. Abdl 
Korim): (ff) On the 15th January, 1942. 

{h) Yes. 

(r) In terms of items 5 and 6 of Government notificatio 
No. t>73Regn., dated the 22nd September, 1941. Government ai 
entitled to appoint as many members as they think fit. 

Mr. MIRZA AiDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon ble Minister aware c 
the faci that all the M.L.A.’s and M.L.C.^s of the Muslim Leagu 
Party have been excluded? 
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TIm Hoii’iilt Kim BalMitfiir M. AKDUL KAIIIlit Tbat is not n 
£«oi. 

MmiIvi ABDUL LATIF BISWASs Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether it is a fact .that these Muslim M.L.A.^s and 
the Muslim Chairman and the Second Vice-Chairman of tie District 
Board have been exclude<l as they happen to belong to u\e Muslim 
League Party? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is not a 
fact. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want to point out that 
question (c) has not been properly answered. Question (c) is: “If so, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor,” and 
the answer is “In terms of items 5 and 6 of Government notification 
No. 07d-Kegn., dated the 22nd September, 1941, Government are 
entitled to appoint as many members as they think fit.” It is not a 
question of the number of members to be appointed by Government 
but the question is w]»y some Muslim M.L.A.’s and the Muslim 
Chairman and the Second Vice-Chairman were excluded. Tl»at ([uestion 
has not been answered. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You can put that question now. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hoirhle Minister he 
pleased to state the reason for the exclusion of the Muslim M.L.A.'s 
of the district and the Muslim Chairman and the Second Vice-Chairman 
of the District Board? 

Thi HoiPblf Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That was done, 
as I haye already stated in the answer, because Government had to 
exercise its individual judgment and discretion in the mailer of 
selection of the personnel of the Advisory Committee and in the 
exercise of that discretion some members had to be excluded. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All belonging to the Muslim 
League? 

Tha Hon’hlf Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No, no. I may 

remind the honourable member that the naipe of the leader of the Muslim 
League Opposition in the Fpper House w)m comes from Mymensingh 
is still there and it is quite possible that there are other Muslim League 
members also. 
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Mr. ABIML HOiAllt AHim: Witli reteenoe io quMtion (B)(f), 
will the Hcn’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the members 
excluded all belong to the Muslim League Party? 

* i 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Representation for a Sub-Registry Offioe in Burichang,^ Tippenu 

MSI. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department aware — 

(i) that there is no Sub-Registry Office in police-station Buri- 

chang, Tippera; 

(ii) that Burichang is a big thana; and 

(in) that representations were made to the Government by the 
people for a Sub-Registry Office within the thana? 

(h) If (he answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he intends to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’bis Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (o) (/> Yes. 

(ii) Its urea is some one hundred square miles only. 

(m) Yea. 

(h) As u result of an enquiry made, Government are satisfieil that 
it will not be in the public interest to open an office at Burichang. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to stnte wlien the en(|uiry was made and when the decision was 
arrived at ? 


Tha Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The first enquiry 
was made some time in the year 1937 and the last enquiry was made 
I think Inst year. I cannot give you the exact date. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: AVill the Hoiride Minister 
be pleased to tell us what public interest will not be served by opening 
a Sub-Registry office at Burichang? 


Tha Han’bli Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is, as 
regards the additional cost to the Government, its own oonvenience 
<ind that of the public. 
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•otion. 

*182a Mfa $YED ABDUL MA8ID* (a) With refere^^ to the 
reply to starred question No. 21 on the Ist August, will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour De^iartment be 
pleased to state the number of references made by the Shippimg Master 
to the District Magistrate of NoakhaliP 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the period for 
which each of the reference is pending with the District Magistrate for 
enquiry P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that delay in dealing with the 
references causes inconvenience to the dependants of the seamen killed 
in enemy action ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) 50 references 
concerning 185 seamen. 

(6) Only 5 references concerning 8 seamen are pending. The 
perioil for which each of the.se ca.ses is pending has not been staled !)y 
the District Magistrate. 

(c) Yes. Instructions have been issued from time to time to all 
District Officers to deal with the.se referencivs as expeditiously as 
possible. As regards the delay in dealing with these references, the 
District Magistrate of Noakhali reports that much lime is wasted in 
finding f)ut the legal heirs on account of inaccurate ami incomplete 
address of the deceased whicli does not corresjxmd with tlie names of 
the villages mentioned in the Jurisdiction List ami thana ma]). Persons 
killed by enemy action being all Mussulmans generally have a large 
number of heirs living in different villages of different circles. The 
difficulties of communication wdth the islands along with the above 
facts are mainly responsible for the dela}'. The preoccupations of the 
Circle Officer at present in cyclone relief work are also responsible ^i>r 
this delay to some extent. Steps are being taken through the Oovern- 
ment of India so that the applications for cmnpensation are correctly 
addressed. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEEl Does the Government 
want us to lielieve that in spite of their best efforts the whereabouts 
of these seamen could not be found out even in the course of a year? 

Thi Holfbit Khaii Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The answer is 
that inordinate delay occurs in finding out the proper heirs because 
they do not write properly. Generally they write the name of the man 
and say village **Noakhali”. Noak^i is a big district. 
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Mr. tyMI ABDUL MA^IOs WiU the Hon*ble Mixuster be plaaeed 

to state if he means to say that the addresses, i.e., the village, post- 
office end thane of these seamen were not supplied at the time when 
they were engaged or employed by the Shipping Master? 

Tht Htn'bl* Kh«i Bah«iur M. ABDUL KARIM: It is for this 
reason that we are going to make a reference to the Government of 
India to us the addresses as stated in the last paft of my 
answer (c). 

Mr, Syad ABDUL MAdID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the particular cases and the number of such cases 
in which difficulty has actuall^^ been found in tracing the legal heirs 
of these seamen killed by enemy action ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: To enable me 
to answer that question I want further notice. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: In view of the admission that there 
is considerable delay in making a reference and the money being paid 
to the heirs, will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of 
making references not to the District Magistrates but to the Commis- 
sioner of the Compensation Court who is specially entrusted with this 
kind of work? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I intend taking 
action in that direction. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In answer to question (h) it 
is stated “The perioil for which each of these cases is pending has not 
been stoted by the District Magistrates.” Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to tell us why the District Magistrate has not given us the 
period for which each of these references has been pending? 

Tht Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: If the honour- 
able member so desires I will «sk the District Magistrate to .supply this 
^information. 

Mr, Syad ABDUL MA«IIDs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state now if compensation has been paid in those oases in which 
references have been dealt with in the meantime, that is, whether 
oompensation has been paid in those 47 oases which have been dealt 
with out of the 5()? 

Tha Hoii’Ma Khan. .Ba|i|ripr M. MDUJU KARMiiidffaiffi wot 

prepared to say just now whether oompensation has aoiutlly been paid. 
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CritmMM of aMHrity priwimi 

•18S. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULIl Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that the coittinuoas 
rise of the price of commodities has necessitated the lowering of dietary 
standard of the security prisoners to that of November, 1940 F 

MINIS-^ER in ohargs of tha HOME DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'Mo 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): There has been some rise in the cost of 
iivinjf but it is by no means as great as the difference between the 
actual cost of the scale allowed to security prisoners in November, 
1940, and their present allowances. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state what was the cost of the scale in November. 1940, and 
what is the present smle? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The cost of living in 
November, 1940, was Hs. 108; in November, 1941, Its. 121 ; on February 
25, 1942, Ks. 124; i.e., increiised to 16 per cent. The cost of dietary 
in November, 1940, was rouglily 6 annas 6 pies and it is now 9 annas 
6 pies — an increase of at least 46 per cent. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the rise in the prices 
of oominodities will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state if Govern- 
ment has increased the dietary allowance to keep up the original dietary 
standard ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: I may mention in this 
connection that individual cases are being considered and all these 
points will be taken into consideration in determining the allowance. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state from where he has got the figure of Its. 128 as the cost of 
living, for as far as I know it is Rs. 155 compared to the pre-war^ 
average ? * 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My source is the usual 

source. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERdEE: That is very vague. 

Mr. DCFUTY BREAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

The llil#Mo^iir. A* Kk^M^LUk Siif'fi^y be Wiong, 

but I will kwk into it. 
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CBfiiral $lmUm of CoMiite MiNiWpiiity. 

M84. KIwii Bahodor ABIDUII REZA CHOWOHURY: (a) WiU 

the Ho^’We Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local SeU- 
Government Department be pleased to state what date was fixed for 
the last general election of the Comilla Municipality ? 

(b) WMl the Hon 'hie Minister l)e pleased to state whether the elec- 
tion has been postponed? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) when it was postponed; and 

(ti) the reasons therefor? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is also 
a fact that the elections of Brahmanl>aria Municipality and Chandpur 
Municipality have also l)een postponed? 

(e) If the answer to (d ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH 4ind LOCAL 
^ELP-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu): (/t) The 21st March, 1942, was fixed for the general 
election. 

(b) Yea, as the tenn of office of the municipal commissioners has 
been extended till the dlst October, 1942. 

(r) (i) On the 2fith February, 1942. 

(h) The reasons are explained in the Government notification extend- 
ing the term of office of the municipal commissioners, a copy of which 
is laid on the Table. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 


referred to in rephf to clause (r) (ii) of starred question 

No. m. 

Tippera. — No. 509M. — 26th February, 1942. — In exercise of the 
power conferred by sub-section {*5) of section 56 of the Bengal Muni- 
cijml Act, 1932 (Bengal Act XV of 1932), the Governor ia pleased to 
extend the term of office of the Commissioners of the Comilla Munici- 
pality in the district of Tippera, for the period oommenoing from the 
date of expiry of the term of four years provided by clause (a) of sub- 
oeotion (I) of the eaid aeotioii and emding on tlie 31st Dctobee^ the 
special oiroumstances in which it has been thought ft to extend the 
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8m 4 term of office being that, the last ge]iea*al election of the Oornmia* 
seiners of the said mnnicipality having been held in the year 193t-3S 
nn^r sub-section («3) of section 24 of the said Act, the next genml 
election is required to be held in the year 1941-42 but as the four-year 
term bf office of the present Commissioners of the said kiiunicipality 
prescribed in clause (a) of sulvsection (7) of section 56 of the said Act, 
commenced on the 16tb September, 19»38, they will not complete the 
said term of office if the general election were held in the year 1941-42, 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the special circumstances npply to the 
Brahmanbaria and Chandpur municipalities? 


The Hoffi’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not think so, 
because the time that elapsed between the election ami the first meeting 
in the case of the other two municipalities was much less. 


Maifivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Iloirble Minister be 
ple<»sed to state whether he sent a wire to the tV)iniIla Munici|KiIity 
to stop its election? 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 did not send any. 


Election of the Nookhali District Board. 

*185. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID; (a) Will the Tloirble Minister 
in charge of the liOc'al Self-Government l)e]mrtment be pleased to state 
when the Noukliali District Ihmrd was last constituted and when it# 
reconstitution was due? 

(h) Kas the electoral roll been prejwtred, jirinted and finally 
published ? 

(r) Will the Him’ble Minister be pleased to stale what is the cost 
that has been incurred for the preparation of the electoral roll by the 
District Board? 

(d) Is it a fact that the date c»f election was first fixed in NoveialiJr, 
1941, and was sulweciuenfly po.stpon(‘d once to January, nM2, and then 
to April, 1942? 

(e) Is it a fact that the election has again been postponed to June, 
1942? 

(/) What are the grounds for such postponements ? 

(g) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
electoral roll jurepared on the basis of payment of union rates before the 
diet Cbaiira, 1347 B.S., remain in force for tbe Dbtrict Board £l 4 »ciio]| 
to be bald in June next, i.e., after C^iaitra, 1348 B.S.? 
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Thi Mr. MNTOM KUMAR BAtU: (a) The Distri^^ 

Board of Noakhali wafl last constituted in July, 1936, and its reconsti- 
tution was due in July, 1941, when the five-year term of office of the 
members of the Board expired. 

(h) and (d) Yes. 

(0 Rs. 22,187. 

(e) The election has been postponed to November, 1942. 

(/) The locjil officers were originally asked to hold the election in 
November, 1941, so that it might take place after the rainy season on 
the basis of an electoral roll containing names of persons paying rates 
in the year 1347 B.S. The election was subsequently postponed at 
first to January, 1942, and then to April, 1942, on the reports of the local 
officers that the relief operations would suffer if the election were held 
in November, 1941. The election has been further postponed to the last 
week of November, 1942, as Government do not consider it desirable 
that the district of Noakhaji should l)e thrown into the throes o*f an 
election campaign at the present critical juncture. 

(//) According to rule 23(7) of Part I of the Rules for Direct Elec- 
tion to Ihstrict Boards, the electoral roll already prepared will remain 
in. .force for a peritMl of three years from the date of its final publication. 

Mr. 8y«d ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon^hle Minister he pleased 
to state what i.s the present critical juncture which caused the post- 
ponement of the election again and again 

The HoiPbli Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The last postpone- 
ment was on account of the present critical juncture but the other 
po8tpt)nement8 were for other reasons which have been set out in the 
reply. As regards the present critical juncture, I can only point to 
the enemy menace. 

Mr. 8y«d ABDUL MAJID: In view of the fact that the elections 
of the Nimkhali and the Narayanganj Municipalities have been just 
hakl why does the Hon’ hie Minister consider that the election of the 
District Board of Noakhali .should be postponed again and again!' 

Tht Hon’bto Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am only concerned 
with the kist postponement because the other postponements did not 
relate to the present critical juncture. If the decision with regard to 
the Noakhali Municipality had not to be taken so early, probably 
Government would have considered that it would not be difficult to 
bold the election in view of the present menace. But so far as 
Namyanganj and other MunicipWities^aiw^^obhlc^ 
passed off and the menaee has not maferialised y^t. 
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iCiiail lahMhir MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to anewer 
namely, thot the electoral roll will remain in force for a period of thiee 
yean from the date of its final publication, is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the electoral roll prepared on the basis of payment of union ratee 
and cesses in 1941 will not bold good for an election to be held in 1942 
because the election rules lay down that a person who had paid the 
union rate for the previous financial year is entitled to vote. Now if a 
person baa paid up to ‘list March, 1942, he will be entitled to vote for 
an election in 1942, but if the old electoral roll is allowed to remain 
in force, and if the election rules hold good, some persons may not be 
allowed to vote on the basis of the electoral roll prepared in 1941. 
Therefore, this sum of Its. 22,000 spent on this account will be simply 
wasted. 


The Hofi’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I can assure the 
honourable nieml)ers that all these considerations were taken into 
account hy the law officers of (loverumeut and it is on their advice 
that this reply has been framed. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state why after the postponement of the election of the Noakhali 
District Board when representations were made by the Narayanganj 
Municipality for the p<.>stj>onement of its ele<Hion, it was not postponed 
although the war menace was also in existence there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as Narayan- 

ganj is fx)ncerne<l, kxal otficers did not recommend it. 

Mr. 8yad ABDUL MAJID: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleaaed 
to state if it is a fact thiU the election fixed to be held in April, 1942, 
was postponed at tlie refjuest (jf some of the members of this Assembly 
as they apprehended defeat if the election was held. 


Tba Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Tt was not so. 

Kbwi 8tbib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD* Is the Ilon’ble Minister 
aware that the Municifial election at Noakhali was held before the 
decision for postponement of the District Boartl election was taken and 
that there the Muslim League candidates had swept the election? 

Th# Hon’blt Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Us I am not in * 

position \o aay whether they swept the electioa. 

Kbill BpiitABi’ MOHAMMBD ALIl 'Am theU i» m very importaBt 
announoemeiit of Govermmeiit oontained in Mmww if) Ihai due to tho 
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pivMnt critical juncture elections bare been postponed, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if it is the policy of Government to post- 
pone all peneral elections because the critical juncture still remains f 

The Hon'Me Mr. SANTOtH KUMAR BA8U: Each case will be 
considered on its own merits. 

Khill Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: Is it n fact that the elec- 
tion has been postponed because Government tbou^rht that the Muslim 
League candidates would sweep the polls?* 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: It is not so. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

« Administration of Bbatpara Municipality. 

80. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hou’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-tiovernment Department 
be jileased to state wbetber the attention of Government has been 
drawn to tlie Notes of Amlil of Uie Accounts of the Bbatpara Munici- 
})alitv for the year 19dH-dD as submitted by the Examiner of Ivocal 
AceouiitvS, Bengal P 

(h) Ts it a fact that several muniripai commissioners the Bbatpara 
Municipality incUuling the Vice-(’bairman were reported to have been 
in arrears of municipal rates and taxes since 1st April, 19118, for two 
yoar.s and over?* 

(c) If the answer to {h) is in the uHirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the number and names of the 
defaulting commissioners and the reasons, if any, for their continued 
default have been reported to Government? 

{(i) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table 
a copy of the said report? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment have taken any steps under section G2 {2) (/) of the Bengal 
Municipal Act, 1932, or in any other way. 

(J) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether he has 
received any representations from any of the rate-payers abont the mal- 
administration of the Bhatpara Municipality towards the end of 1840? 
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(g) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Kinister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether Government made any enquiries into the allegations 
contained therein ; and 

(it) what are the findings of the Government enquiry, if any? 


The HOfl’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: {a) and (/) Yes 

(b) The answer is in the negative. It has l>een ascertained that 
the Statement E annexed to the Audit Note for the year 1938-39 actually 
relates to the payment of taxes hy the municipal commissioners for the 
period from the 1st April, 19f39, to the 17th March, 1940, when the 
audit was complcttMl. All the municipal commissioners are reported to 
have paid their taxes for the years 1938-39, 1939-40 and 1940-41 within 
the years to which they related. 

(c) to (e) The questions do not arise. 

(g) (i) Yes. 

(li) The matter is under the consideration of Government and a 
decision is expected W reached shortly. 

» 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE. With reference to answer (d) will 
the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to sUite why he does not agree to the 
laying of a copy of tl»e audit re|M»rt on the t^ihle.^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It is a senile what 

voluminous dycuinent and if my hotiourahle friemi ilesires to Imve a 
look at it, I shall ho \cry pleased to show it to him. 


Collection of rent in kiml in khasmehal. 

81. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM (Mymensingb): (a) Will the lion hie 
Minister in charge of tlie Keveuue Department he pleased to state 
whethei there 'is a custom ot < ollecting rent in kind from nnyaU in 
any kha.smahal in liengall' 

(//) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
contemplate its abolition!' 

MINI8TER in ohargo of tho REVENUE and JUDICIAL and 
LECI8LATIVE DEPARTMENT8 (tho Hon’blo Mr. Framathi Natb 
Banorlao): (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 
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Pmmiv M th* Dtpttty Spaakar. 

Dfi NALINAKtHA SANYAL: Sir, I was just wanting to know 
your ruling regarding the powers of the Deputy Speaker which you 
assured us would be given to-day. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I wiU give my ruling on Monday. 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

2S-~ilail8 and Convict Settlements. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 48,34,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “2ft — Jails 
end Convict Settlements'*. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 beg 
to move that the demand foy Ks. 48,34,000 for expenditure under the 
head “28 — .Tails and ('onviet Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100. The 
object of the motion is to rai.se a discussion on the continued failure to 
formulate and pursue a comprehensive policy of jail reforms, including 
provisions for — 

" (a) control over the increase in the jail population during recent 

years; 

(b) better living conditions in the jails and increaiSd equipment*; 

(c) more humane treatment of the prisoners by the warders and 

jail officials; 

((f) revtsion of the present system of classification of prisoners and 
special treatment for political prisoners including security 
prisoners and detenus; 

(e) supply of better food and clothing and mosquito^curtains for 
prisoners ; 

if) supply of a limited quantity of tobacco for smoking; 

(g) abolition of ghani labour and similar type of excessively hard 
labour ; 

{h) revision of the rules fq^ interviews and communications with 
prisoners; 

(i) better Arrangements for medical aid and education and training; 

(j) more Suitable basis for remissions of sentences and for revisions 
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(^) control of corruption and abuse of authority on the part of 
officials; and 

( 1 ) reform of the Manufactory Department of Jails. 

Sir, with the experience that we had for the last few days of budget 
discussion, I thought it would be wiser for me to put all my points in 
one comprehensive motion so that even if the Deputy Speaker intervened 
and would not allow me time enough to dilate upon them, the picture 
would be there. I hope the House will excuse me for having put the^ 
thing concisely in one comprehensive motion. This also may help the ^ 
Hon’ble Minister to give specific replies and would not j>ermit him to 
evade replies by way of tall promises. (The Hon 'hie Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq: That is my privilege!) 

Sir, the administration of the Jails and Convict Settlements depart- 
ments has been extremely unhappy for a number of years and we have 
been continuously pressing for some enquiry into the various grievances 
and complaints brought to light from time to time and yet we regret 
nothing tangible appears to have been done so far. The revision of the 
Bengal Jail Code, which was insistently exposed to be out of date and 
out of keeping with tlie present-day conditioiis, has been turned down 
and we find that, in addition to the provisions in the Jail Code, some 
unknown rules, laws or orders were issued by the <lepnriraent and certain 
powers assumed by the police authorities by virtue of which inter- 
ference is made in the matter of the administration of jails by persons 
not contemplated in the Jail Code itself. We trust that the present 
Government would take courage in both hands and try to have* a 
committee appointed forthwith to go into various questions of jail 
reforms and come forward with their proposals at an early date 
piroviding huilbne treatment to prisoners and better approach to the 
question of jail administration. 

Sir, it appears to me that the Government of Bengal living in 
the Nineteenth century in regard to jail administraiion. The whole 
outlook of administration of jails and the handling of prisoners has 
undeigone a tremendous change during the last two decades in other 
civilieed countries and also in some adjoining provinces of this country 
and yet, Sir, I* fail to understand why the province of Bengal should 
lag behind others in the matter of a forward policy. 

Sir, it will take really a long time to examine in detail the various 
measures of reform that I have indicated and 1 hope that some of the 
speakers who will come after me will take up individual questione in 
fuller details. I plead from* my pe^nal knowledge that something 
has to done immediately because the whole administration is rotten 
from top to bottom. ^ 

Sir, in order to save the time of the House^ I would give a short 
narration of my own experience last year from the time Bwas i^uired * 
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to enter the jail up to the time I had to come ont. Some of these actual 
experiences are recorded in black and white and the note of the 
Superintendent of the jail is also recorded thereon, so that there can be 
no disputing the facts that I state and I would like to stand before any 
tribunal to prove every word that I utter. 

Sir, the first thing that occurred was at Berhampore. On the day 
when 1 was charged with an offence, the ubiquitous C. I. D. 
oould not manage to get any other witness to give evidence 
. against me hut th^ Superintendent of the jail Rai Sahib 
Jamini Mohan Mookerjee, who happened at one time to be a class- 
mate of mine 2f) years ago, and who came up to the witness-box and 
said that he kr\jew my hand-writing very well, although he had not 
seen it ever since our school days, and he testified that the notice I 
sent to the District Magistrate about my intention to offer satyagraha 
was In my handwriting. The fact was not going to be disputed and 
I told that much to the trying Magistrate. But the whole court 
laughed and the position of that Superintendent was ab.solutely put 
down by the ubiquitous C. I,^). who wanted to get somelK)^^^ to give 
evidence aguin.sf me but could not get anybody else. The Superin- 
tendent of the jail was an easy and simple tool in the hands of the 
Police and he could he made to do or say anything at their bidding. 
This Su])erintendent of the Berhampore dnvenile Jail looked so silly 
before the whole audience in the court-room that some of the muktears 
and lawyers said that if 1 allowed them to cross-examine him, they 
would expose this man thf»roughly. I prevented them from doing that 
because 1 was a xafyagniln. The Superintendent did all these so that 
he might possibly heu^une a “Rai Buliadur” ! 

Then, Sir, when I went to the jail, I found that iuviiioiis distinction 
was being made between a jjri.soner and a prisoner of the same class 
and even Division 11! prisoners of different categories and Division I 
and II pAonera who were sujiposed to he permitted to meet each other 
were not so jiermitted. There in the Juvenile Jail the Superintendent 
at my ret^uest arranged for training of the hoys who were there and 
I was asked to draw up a scheme of curriculum for giving them training 
for the three or tour months that I might he kept there. And the 
Superintendent at the suggestion of the Jail Visitor Mr, Sasanka Sekhar 
Sanyal permitted me to teach these hoys thereby saving some Govern- 
ment money and giving me some work in the jail. After two or three 
days of such teaching, however, at 9-‘10 p.m. at night I was suddenly 
ordered to 1«A^& the jail by on^’clock jrain the next morning. I was 
sleeping and su^jJdenly the 'Deputy Jailor came and told me “you are 
asked toje^e the jail to-aiight*for Calcutta." I said “this is an 
absurd proposition becauftae to-morrow is the Saraswati Pnja Day. 1 
bave made atranirements for getting materials for offering Fnja at 
Berbignporeitn the jail from my home." My inoonveftiencee were not 
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all appreciated. My people could not be informed and I was 
pwmptorily ordered to leave the jail that very night. Although 
Purely the administration would not have crumbled down if 1 were 
permitted to stay there for one day more, yet it was not done. Why 
it was not done is still a mystery to me, and on the day before, i.e., on 
the Blst January, there was a small incident. A jail warder struck on 
the head of a poor under-trial prisoner and tlie man was bleeding 
profusely from the head. There was no medical attendance provided to 
him for nearly two hours. It was an open wound. Whether there 
was a fracture of the skull or not I could not know. I was on the tirst 
door and I could see from above w’hat was hapj^ening on the ground and 
I saw personally how without the slightest reason or provocation the 
jail warder stru«‘k the man on the head and broke his head. When I 
reported that matter to the Superintendent, something' fishy was Noticed 
in his attitude and immediately thereafter I was asked to be transferred 
to Calcutta the following day. I was not sorry for this transfer, after 
all, because it enabled me to meet .some of our Assembly comrades in 
the Alipore Jail. At Berbampore I saw another * interesting tiling. 
The K^tatesnutn was permitted b) he used by Division I prisoners. (M’ 
course fhe Statesman first went to the house of the Jailor and after lie 
read it, in the afternoon he permitted the j)a|>er to he u.sed by the 
pri.soners, but the first jiage of the Statesman was taken out. The first 
page of the Statesman ordinarily eontains notes about death, birth and 
marriage registers and advertisements and all tliat, about which nobody 
is interested so much, but on .*^iiiiday, om you all know, tlie first page 
of the Statesman gives all the foreign news. I asked the Superin- 
tendent as to why the first page was taken out and tlie Deputy Jailor 
showed me a sort of order saying that the first page of the Statesman 
will he taken out. That order was as »dd us of Queen Anne’s time. I 
told him that in other jails near Calcutta we found that the whole of 
tho St^itesnum was allowed, but, Sir, they did not do it there. This 
shows that there are some rules for mufassil jails and some other rules 
for jails near about ('alcutta. i 

Sir, these are all small thingl hut this will give you an idea of the 
jail administration in actual practice. While at Alipore Jail I again 
found, Sir, that the interview.s of pri.soners were arranged not by the 
Jail Sufrerinteudent, hut under orders of the C. T. D. and, Sir, this 
was entirely contrary to what reply the then Hon’ble Minister in c harge 
grave to axiuestion put by Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, a member of this 
Aesembly, where he said that the Su|)erinten(lent was the authority to 
istua orders for interviews, but he had the right of consulting the 
Special Branch for knowing ^he clasa,|>f person he w^ gwng to permit. 

(At this stage the honourable member reached his time-limit but 
wa« allowed to speak for 15 minutes mi>re.) 

At the Atipore Central Jail we discoFered that evary petitian for 
interview bad to be separately given even for interview jvith ibe samg^ 
16 
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members of the prisoner’s family — his wife and children. Even for 
them individual and separate application bad to be sent every time and 
every time the Superintendent used to forward it to the Special Branch 
Department or Intelligence Branch Department concerned, and it ia 
only after they sanctioned the petition that the Superintendent issued 
orders for interview. If it was a fact that the Superintendent had to 
know about the reliability of the person or persons with whom interviewa 
could be permitted, surely that was not the method of ascertaining the 
reliability nor could it be necessary to ascertain the same on every 
♦occasion for the same person for every time the interview was held. 
Sir, a i>etition put by me requesting that such and such persons, namely^ 
my wife, my daughter and my son be permitted to interview me at 
regular intervals of one week, which was permissible under the rules, 
was iSirned down. The Superintendent said, “I have no authority to 
accept general petitiou-s like that. You must put separate petitions 
every week for every interview.” The result was that no Division 1 
prisoner was permitted to avail of the (»pportunities of interviews 
provided in the Jail Code, and whenever there was a holiday, the office 
had the plea that there was some delay in the matter of sending out 
notices of interviews to Special Branch Department with the result that 
the petition was delayed jind the poor prisoner was penalised because 
something happened in Wtween. The Su])erintendent said that he was 
helpless and when any representation was made to the Government, the 
Oovernn|ent turned a deaf ear to the representation and nothing was 
done. 


Thereafter, Sir, we found that certain most humiliating conditions 
were imposed for inferviews with dear ai^d near relations of the 
prisoners. Sir, contrary to the practice in some other jails, in the 
Alipore Central Jail, we found there was a long table about 10 feet 
in length by about 4^ feet in width, which was supposed to be the 
interview ^le, on the length side of which in one corner the prisoner 
vras to sit and on the other side the interviewing person was to sit and 
on two sides of it there should be one Police Officer on one side and on 
the other side the Deputy Jailor or one Jail Officer. There is no 
provision in the Jail Code for anybody other than a Jail Officer to be 
}>ermitted to be present at the time of interview, and when, Sir, I, with 
a very humble request, wanted to know on what authority Jhe Police 
was present, peremptorily all my subsequent interviewe were stopped. 
Then I praj^ed to Government by a }>etition, dated the 5th May, 1941, 
and in that p|iition my prayer was this : “that your petitioner prays 
that Government may kindly direct a resphnsible officer like the Deputy 
Secretary, Home (Jails) Department or the District Magistrate of the 
24'Parganas t4 make an in^ediate inquiry into the actual procedure 
followed in tbik jail for interviews in the Bgbt of the rules of the Jail 
Code and to nunove at an earlier date such grievances is may be found 
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be genuine/’ That was my prayer and yet nothing waa done not 
only so long I was there, but even afterwards, and, Sir, a thoroughly 
Ipng reply, a grossly unfair end misleading reply was given on the 
floor of this House a few days ago suggesting that there was no occasion 
for taking action because 1 was released. Sir, the position was this: 
I was not granted an interview although the Superintendent allowed the 
interview. I have even now in my ]K>ssesion a letter signed by the 
Superintendent and addressed to my wife for an interview on the llth 
Hay, but on that day when she went, the Polit'e .stopped her from 
entering the jail. The Superintendent said “I* am helpless*’ and when 
this matter was brought to my notice I discovered that there was a sort 
of report from the I. B. officer on the previous interview who, however, 
said nothing very dangerous. I hove mamigcd to get a substance of this 
report, confidential notes from the Jail Officer and from the Police Officer, 
and that is why I challenged Sir Nazimuddin to show the report 
Government will not be able even to stand half a minute’s scrutiny in 
this matter. I draw the attention of the Government U) this fact because 
I have got a copy with me and I have also got a signed stutoment of 
the Superintendent who also said that so long as he was here if any 
enquiry was made he would expose the Government and he w^ould not 
tell a lie. The Superintendent had to go on military duty on the 15th 
of July. The Government or persons responsible for these ufFairs did 
not have the courage to bring the matter even to the notice of the 
Superintendent before he left India. ^ 

Sir, the report of the I. B. official amounted only to this: “Inter- 
view of Dr. Sanyal, Division I prisoner, with so and «o. Before the 
interview started Dr, Sanyal took his seat on the chair meant for the 
I. B. officer and questionqjJ the Deputy Jailor under what authority 
the I. B. offic.er came to be present. He said that neither the .lail Code 
nor the rules for the conduct of }>risoDers provided for the presence of 
the I. B. officer and demanded if there were any rules or Government 
order to this effect. He said that he was fighting the BritiiH Govern- 
ment.” — I never said that I wa« fighting the jail authorities, I was 
there for fighting the British Government, — “and did not intend to 
fight the petty officers of the Jail Department, hut would try to do 
what he could §bout this matter when he was out. Throughout his 
attitude was defiant,” This was the report against me. And for this 
offence wh%t was done? The Superintendent saw' the report of the 
Jail Officer but did not consider it sufficient to penalise me and had my 
interview on the following date fixed. But, suddenly an order came 
from the Additional Secretary to the Government of Bengal “You must 
stop the interview”, possibly l>e<!ause somelK)dy represented to that 
officer that the Superintendent was not going to listen to the request 
or the orders of the Police, The Superintendent said “I must have a 
wntien order/’ The Additional Secretary had not the courage to send 
a written order but he simply said it on the ’phon^ and what was 
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morsel Wiieu the 8uperintoQ46iit reltmd the to the Jnepectorr 
^eiierat of priaoDs that o^cer also kept quiet md gilent. I have ia 
fly poseeAflion luy repreeeutatioa to the Superintendent and his written 
r^ly thereto, and if any enquiry is made I shall be in a position to 
substantiate all this. I am afraid this book of mine had been seen by 
the officials, but, Sir, somehow they thought that truth was so damaging 
for them that it would be impossible for them to stop it. What 
happened afterwards? At somebody’s suggestion long after the 
incident an entry was made in my “history ticket” showing some kind 
of punishment. That entry was dated 13th May, 1941. Under the 
Jail Code any punishment inflicted must be entered in the Punishment 
Register, but nothing like that was done in my case. Sir, only an 
entry was made, wdiich was dated 13th May, 1941, to this effect: 
“Warned for creating disburbance at the time of the interview on 4th 
May, 1941.” My punishment was only a warning, not a punishment 
stopping interviews. Even on that 1 immediately drew attention of 
the Sui)erintendent that I did not deserve the punishment. He said 
that this w'as done at the instance of the Police and added “I think it 
would help the interview^. I hope you will not mind.” This is known 
to all my Assembly comrades who wrere then in the jail. I do not like 
to confine my remarks to my personal matters. Humiliating conditions 
were suffered by every one. My esteemed friend Mr. Haripada 
Chatterjee knew nothing about the sudden decision of the jail 
authorities to search everybody wdien one was going to the interview^ 
or coming out. When he went to have an interview with his wife on 
one occasion suddenly he was asked to take his shirt off and people 
began to put their hands into his pockets and all that. This w^aa the 
most humiliating condition for which naturally Mr. Chatterjee said he 
fould not accept interviews and he had to go without any interview for 
a long time. 

Mr. GJHARU CHANDRA ROY: Please state the date %£ the 
search. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: After this date, after I complained 
about the method of the interview. Representations were made to the 
luspector-Ceneral of Prisons, who. Wing himself guilty of corruption 
and bribery, could not have the courage to fare us, see and meet us 
and find out whether there was any truth in the allegation#* made. 

I am afraid it will take a very long time of the House if 1 am to 
detail all the^ incidents. Therefore, Sir, I would confine myself to 
the specific problems of reforms that we demand. In the first place 
we complain that the classification of prisoners is done without any 
sense whatever. If, as is provided in the Jail Code, the classification 
is to be made on the basis of the standard of living of the person, the 
question of ptmishment, the question of particular section of the Indian 
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Peftal Code tinder Which a particular peraoP is s«nt to prison should 
not wise, and yet, Sir, respectable youngmen of good families are put 
in dmsion III, Not only that, but with some amount of seal they 
are placed in hard labour. Some of the prisoners, who were amsted 
in connection with the Court Disturbance that was held some time last 
year, were put in ghani labour and five of them were also handcuffed 
in the Alipore Central Jail--fitanding handcuffs in the month of March. 

Then Sir, we find that apart from classification, the food supplied 
needs thorough overhauling. In the year of grace unknown to us a 
standard of food was laid down in the Jail Code for different classes 
of prisoners and a list of permissible food allowance is shown there. 
We have found from experience that most of this food, particularly 
rice, aUi and dal are often wasted. When we represented to the 
Superintendent that for the money provided for rice, if people could 
not take as much rice as was sanctioned, some vegetable or fish might 
be given, he replied that he was unable to do that bec'ause the Jail 
Code was definite that he must give only so much of each article. As 
a result we found every morning bucketfuls of rice and dal were 
literally thrown into the drain and drained off. Today if you come 
with me I can show you what quantities are being drained off every 
day in the Alipore Central Jail and other jails in Hengal. We have 
represented this matter humbly in the interests of economy and for 
better food. And I again ask Government to at least keep this rice 
unboiled so that thi.s huge wastage may be prevented. We know that 
there will liave to be some amount of latitude provided because some 
rice and other food materials had to be distributed amongst the cattle 
and swan belonging to jail officials and ducks and geese also, which 
have to be maintained inside the jail compound. But this burden also 
is a huge one. Yet we cannot prevent that wastage. 

Sir, recently in the Central Provinces and Bombay, an examina- 
tion was made into the quality of food supplied in jails and the 
calorA<* value thereof and that enquiry held by medical men, scientific 
men, showed that the food-supply required overhauling, and yet nothing 
aeems to have been done in Bengal. No attempt has so far been made 
to see that the food provided is fit for human consumption, for main- 
taining prisoners in health. 

About clothing, the less said the better. The clothing provided 

(At thfs stage the red light was on.) 

Sir, I would require 10 minutes more. 

Mr. DiPUTY tPCAKlRs You have already taken nearly half an 
hour. * 

Dr. NALINAKtMA SAMYALf Hereafter I shall not talk aboki 
oontroversial matters. 
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Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKERS All nght. Please try to finish yonr 
speech early. 

Or, NALINAK8HA SANYALs With ref^ard to clothing, we found 
that it was too meagre and sometimes it was such that people could 
not even come out with some decency before us. Of course I admit 
that there has been some improvement in this respect of late. But 
even then the clothing continues to be very inadequate. 

Then, Sir, there is a great need for mosquito-curtains in various 
jails, particularly in those jails where mosquittnjs are proverbially and 
dangerously large in number and yet, Sir, Government seem to take 
no measure in this direction. 

Sir, I have stated seriatim the various matters of complaint. It 
would not be possible for me to go through all of them, but, Sir, I 
would now emphasise one or two other matters. In regard to various 
proposals of reform that appear in the Jail Administration Report of 
this year (1942) which related to the year 1940, we have a number of 
steps in connection with jail reforms stated. 

Sir, 1 submit on the authority of the experience that we have that 
most, if not all, of the statements made therein are either false or 
far from a complete statement of truth. I would not say that they 
are entirely false; they are inadequate, they are not the correct picture 
of the truth regarding things that happen. Sir, there is mention of 
a radio set being provided in the Alipore Central Jail. While we 
were there in the Alipore Central Jail a radio set was supposed to have 
been installed, but that radio set could not be listened to even by men 
within six feet of the set and it was one of the old sets for village 
propaganda given by the Public Relations Committee for the mainten- 
ance of which, we understand, a large amount of money will be 
rwjuired. It was not a new set in which electricity from the town 
could be utilised, but it was a set to be worked on the battery %^8tem 
and it was one of the old worn-out sets, one of the primitive sets, that 
could l>e had in the province, and so practically there was no amenity 
provided to the jail inmates at all. Similarly in the matter of water- 
aupply, in the matter of improvement of health conditions, in the matter 
of providing grants for libraries we find a total inadequacy in every res- 
pect. In the matter of library there is a sort of rule that mo^e than five 
books cannot be retained by anybody, and although there are students 
in the jail and they require books prescribed for their course of study 
they are not permitted to retain a retiuisite number of books of their 
own. How this rule is being put into operation is exemplified in the 
case of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukberji. He had three parts of the 
Gita, a religious book, and as such is not supposed to come within 
the purview of the restrictive rule for five books* But, of the three 
volumes of the Gita only one was allowod and the other volumes 



DEMAND FOB ORANTS. 


«l^.] 


m 


mmre oot permitted to be brought at a time. Later on, be was Ifirst 
allowed to retain two of the volumes and then subsequently he was 
allowed to retain only one of the other volumes. 


Then, Sir, Mr. Nikunja Behari Haiti, another esteemed friend of 
ours, could not get a volume of the Jail Code inside the jail, because 
the Jail Administration appears to have laid a ban on the Jail Code. 
We do not know how the jail administration can he improved without 
the prisoners first knowing what the provisions are there in the Jail 
Oode. There is a rule that the provisions of Jail Code should be hung 
up on the walls and be known to the prisoners; yet the Jail Code was 
not allowed. 


Sir, I now come to the (question of remissions. We could not find 
put any princii)le or method followed in this respect. We found that 
influential persons like Mr. (iubbay of the (lariahat Excise Raid Case, 
who had no work to do but to enjoy comfortable rest in the jail hos]ntal, 
were given very high remission; and a small bird whispered that he 
bad spent a lot of money and got that remission. 


The Hon’bl« Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Who is the person the 
honourable member is referring toP 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs He was Mr. (iubbay of the famous 
Oariuhat Excise Raid Case. But, Sir, the pcM)r prisoners who w^era 
working in the kitchen for prolonged hours at great risk to their 
health — some of them having even burnt their hands and feet 
— could not be provided w’ith suitable remissions. We are 
not speaking of providing maximum remission but only of the 
Teinis.sion to which the perisoners doing hard work are entitled under 
the rules. Sometimes remissions were allowed after the expiry of the 
jail lerm so as not to enable such prisoners who liave completed their 
term of imprisonment to enjoy the remisHiuns in time. Sir, this state 
of affairs is still continuing because there is no supervision. And I 
now come to the supervisors themselves. 

Sir, there can be no honest supervision because there is corruption 
and bribery going on inside the jail and outside amongst the otficials. 
I have evidence to prove that the Inspector-General of Prisons utilises 
the services of the Jail warders and Jail staff for his personal affairs, 
which he is nol entitled to. He has purchased at the cf>st of the jail 
a set of instruments for treating pharyngitis or such a throat disease, 
for which he wanted a special treatment himself by applying the ultra- 
violet ray in the throat. Though the instrument was purchased for 
the jail hospital, the jail hospital has never seen that instrument and 
it is still lying in his house. Similarly, Sir, patent medicines are 
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tak^ the jail hospital* at the coat of the poof prisoners and th» 
money spent on medicines for jail patients is utilised for patients 
elsewhere. 

Then, Sir, there is a section in the jail for prej^ng clothings. 
We found that we could have a suit made for eight annas if we 
happened to be known to the Jailor or the Deputy Jailor or the 
Superintendent of the jail. We also found jail materials going out 
in cartloads to where the Superintendent proposed to build a house. 
This is happening everyday. Once we found a big ruhit fish meant 
for the prisoners going upstairs to the Jailors' quarters and when we 
enquired liow it could be so, the reply was that it was an extra-supply. 
And similar things were noticed by others as well. We noticed that 
the contractors were compelled to do this because ridiculously low 
rates of tenders are accepted from them. The contractors make it up 
by giving short weight and when they give short weight they have 
to please the staff. That is going on day in and day out. Corruption 
does not stop there — corruption also goes even further in the matter 
of remissions, as I have already said; it goes on in the matter of money 
that the prisoners receive from outside even. We have noticed how 
the prisoners’ own money, somehow or other, disappears and then some- 
thing happens by which after an amicable settlement the money 
reappears. 

Now, Sir, I come to the last item of my complaint, viz., the 
administration of the Manufactory Department of Jails. I would not 
take a long time of the House. I know there was Jail Industrie® 
Encpiiry Committee, and that Enquiry Committee has come out with 
a report. I would not go into the details of the report, because I 
know my friend Mr, Sibnath Banerjee would speak on jail manufac- 
tories. But before I conclude I would tell the House that it was dis- 
covered by that Committee that a commercial method must be adopted 
and unless that is done the jail industries could not be reformed,, 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Ks, 4d,d4,(K)0 fi»r expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and 
Convict Settlement” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion 
is to raise a discussion about imparting necessary education and voca- 
tional training to the illiterate prisoners and others and adopting a 
policy to release them if found rectified and repentant even before 
the expiry of their j>eriod of conviction. 

Sir, the old order changeth yielding place to new — this rule applies 
always in every sphere of every nation in the world, but it does not 
apply here. The world is progressing by leaps and bounds, day in and 
day out. but I cannot find any reason why there will not be any reform 
or improvement in the administration of jails in this province. I 
eannot hold the view that the policy and principle that had been 
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in this de|>tHlneiit sotne hundred years hack should still ^ 
oa irithout ay change, any teform of impfoTement. It may he that 
the policy wm better at that time as was thought hy the OoTemment 
or some fertile IfUins. It may be that the policy produced effective 
results then hut there is absolutely no justification to follow that 
course even now when much water has flown down the river Ganges 
since then. So, Sir, a policy, comprehensive and exhaustive as far 
as it may be with respect to the jail reforms, shoiilil be thought out, 
formulated and given effect to throughout the province as early as 
possible. 

Sir, if we look at the state of education of convicts in jail what 
do w'e find? We find that more than 8") per cent, are still illiterate. 
Taking the figure of 1939 which is available we see that out of 34,839 
convicts including fiOfi females, 29,322 are illiterate. 

Sir, has the Government nothing to do to remove the illiteracy of 
the convicts? If not, how a civilized Government can exi>ect that 
the criminalities w’ill gradually disappear and the convicts w^mld he 
rectified and be infused with morally-improved ideas and thoughts? 
Of course while the department was under Sir Nazim mid in during the 
last Ministry' the course of primary education was introduced in the 
Central Jails of Dacca, llujshahi, Midnapore, PresidemT, Aliporc and 
some others as an item of reform in the jail administration. Hut this 
is not satisfactory. A comprehensive scheme for the introduction of 
an educational system at least up to class VI should be introduced in 
one and all the jails that exist in the province so that they may not 
revert into illiteracy again and a moral conH<*iousncss may arise in 
their minds and goad them out of criminal intentions and desires. 
For this purpose a systematic arrangement should also he introduced 
for their vocational training and ample facilities should be given to 
the convicts for their respective manufacturing productions after 
training on alluring, lucrative and remunerative basis. 

Then in that case it ran be reasonably expected that a Huffiiu'ent 
number of the convicts may he found rectified and repentant on their 
past misdeeds and criminalities. And if there be a hoard (Consisting 
of some officials And non-officials to see once or twice a year whether 
some of the convicts are really repentant and rectified and if it is 
deemed proper they may, on furnishing sufficient sefjurity or surety 
binding for a limited period, release them before the expiry of their 
period of conviction. In that case I think the result may he un- 
expectedly satisfactory and favourable. For doing so the Jail Code 
may be amended accordingly. 

But, Sir, can we expect any such or any other healthy and salutary 
reforms in the Jail administrations tinder the present Ministry? Sir, 
the grievances of the convicts are manifold and multifarious. The 
outlook of supplying the unsatisfactorily poor provisions for diets and 
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clothings to the Division III prisoners, the maltreatment and differ- 
ence of treatment with that of the European ordinary convicts under 
the maladministration of the Jail authority which they get with a 
thousand and one other defects — that must have to. be altered and 
changed for ever and for good. They must get more humane treat- 
ment. Reform all these in the administration of jails and then the 
conduct and character of the convicts and prisoners will be reformed 
gradually and automatically. 

But who will undertake the charge to reform these? The Hon’ble 
Mr. Fazlul Huq? No, he cannot. He is too busy under the direction 
of his guide Dr. Mookerjee, the Hindu Mahasabha leader, to arrest, 
prosecute and persecute the Muslim League workers and innocent 
Muslim students sympathising with the Muslim T.(eague to swell the 
prison houses under the abuse and misuse of the Defence of India 
Rules, etc., at the c(»st of the Muslim caus(‘ and nation. 

So, what more can we expect from such a Ministry in whom the 
Muslim Bengal has g<»t ahs<dutely ih> confidence? 

With these word.s I commend the moticm for a(‘ceptance of the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I have your leave to make 
a present to the Hon'hle Home Minister this wonderful measurement 
which J brought from the Berhampore Jail for measuring mu.stard oil 
to be suj)i)lied to Division 111 prisoners? This contains 25 drops of 
mustard oil and is commonly known as ‘dabbu’ in the jail. 

(The member showed the measurement to the House and there was 
mucli laughter.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 
beg to move that the demand of Rs. 48.d4,i)(K) for expenditure under 
the head “2vS — lails and (\mvict Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about (i) allowing tlie 
Division I and Division II prisoners to read the Statesimin and 
Azuil only and not to allow the use of any »)ther papers; (iit the unsatis- 
factory diets, clothing of the Division III prisoners; {in) the policy 
of not allowing the use of any papers .so far a.s literate Division III 
prisoners are concerned; and (ir) failure of (iovernment in taking 
eteps to remove the illiteracy of illiterate Division III prisoners. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister why the Stntt'svmn and should be allowed to 

l)e read by the Division I prisoners and why literate Division III 
prisoners should not be allowed to use any paper. Then, Sir, I want 
to draw the attention of the Hon'ble Minister to the unsatisfactory 
diets given to the Division III prisoners. Here I would point out that 
then* is difference of diet« between sub-jails and District Jails and the 
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Elfesidency Jail, and so far as sub-jails are concerned the diets are 
mbaolutely unsatisfactory. I think. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister is not 
aware of the fact that in the sub-jails there is none to take care of the 
diets and the conditions of the prisoners in the sub-jails are absolutely 
miserable. Improvement should be made with re^rard to tlint. So far 
as the diets of the Division III prisoners are concerned, they are abso- 
lutely unfit for human consum]»<ion ; they are diets for cattle. They 
must be improved *and improvement must be effected immediately. 

Then, Sir, so far as tlie Division III prisoners are coneeiiicd there 
is no provision even for dining sheds in many (uses. You know, Sir, 
in my district of Tippera there iN heav\ rainfall and there is rain 
everyday and there is no dining shed, and you can understand the 
miserable condition of the I)ivi>ion III prison«‘rs. lininediate provi- 
sion slomld be made for dining sheds in all the jails far as Division 
111 prisoners are concerned. 

Tlien, Sir. 1 also wish to draw tin* attenti(»n of tin* Hon’bh* Minister 
that much of the corruption in jails is due to the fact that then* is no 
suppl.v or a hnntt'd suppK of tobacco for smoking .Most of tin* 
prisoners an* addicted to smoking and when th(*\ go to jail the> cannot 
chaiig(‘ their habits and wh(*ii they do not get tobacco they tak(* 
recourse to corrupt means, 

^J’hen, Sir, stejis must be taken by fiovernment to remove illiterac’y 
in jails. 1 do not know whether the attention of (loveriiment has 
been drawn to this but imim'diate steps should be taken in this direc- 
tion and there is amjile room for improvement. 

In this connection, Sir, I want to draw* the point(‘d attention of the 
Ilon’ble Minister that there is distinction lietween Kuropean warders 
and Indian warders in the Pre.sidency Jail. In the Presidencv Jail 
as well as in Alipore Jail there are European warders on Us. 2(W) and 
Indian warders on Its. 22 There should not be any racial discrimi- 
nation specially when the duties allotted to them are the same. 
The European warders are getting Hs. 200 a month while the Indian 
warders get only Hs. 22 per month. 1 submit, Sir, that there should 
not be any racial discrimination and this st>rt (»f distinction should 
be done away with at (mce and I think the attention of (iovernment 
should be drawn immediately to this fact and the\ should be re(|uested 
to do away with this kind of distinction as between Eurojiean warders 
and Indian warders in the Presidency Jail. In tlie Alijiore and the 
Presidi'iicy Jails the duties of the European warders and the Indian 
warders are the same, but the difference in pay is great the 
European warders getting H.s. 200 a month and the Indian warders 
getting" only Ks. 22 per month. The European warders get more pay 
than the Deputy Jailors. The education of the EurofK*an warders is 
practically the aame as that of the Indian waniers and they have tp 
<lo the same kind of duties. S4». Sir, this distinction must be done 
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gway with. GoTernment should take immediate steps to remoTe this 
distinction. Racial discrimination like this, especially in these days^ 
cannot be tolerated and we shall not tolerate it. 

Sir, I do not want to take any more time of the House. I only 
want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge to the 
unsatisfactory condition about diet and clothing, especially in the sub- 
jails. Not only Azad and the Stutesman should be allowed to be used 
by the prisoners, but other papers as well should permitted. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Mr Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Hs. 48,34,000 for expenditure 
under the head “28 — Tails and Tonvict Settlements” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the 
desirability or otherwise of keeping a \vard for prisoners suffering 
from Tuberculosis, in the Birbhum, Alipore and Tippera districts and 
smoking restriction of the prisoners in jails and its consequences^ 

Sir, ^ ^ ^ 

vttr^ ^sri 

(7T»n I ■’Ttirf?! ^‘41 

OT ^ m C5h ^ I 

^'tg<fTc=i ^ ^«tT ^ vtt^R 
c?pt ^ ^ tjc^t-st 

^5tTRt'3 pPJ ^ I ^ 

I 

’TfrRi 

frrtiiji ^nr^rfft r?i, 3TTtm ’®r5R 

fro ^ I ^ torrr 

TTtidrR vfpFpr 

^®nR?F ^vTl 

^Dftft TS(Rt^ ^5trtTR? ^ 

’T^BI 5T^ 

^ ^ ^rmrs ^fesr 

ini ^ wn ^ntrsTfinmr ^ ^ Tfirm ^ 

wTOfMT ^ ^ <^fu^ 

tfifW) 
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m ^ I fwi CWC5ff ftWif <4t ¥JI fitft ^ 1 ojf; ^yt CTf 

fwtr ^ ^ cwri? ^Br f nmtir ^ i ^ 

ort^ra cwcw ciFt^ ^tr^r Sv ^jfrrr^fi *fTirtni 

<*f811 TTS I ftSlJI T. B. Hoapit^li] OOlOQpl bed v<I^» 'iftft 

OBfsf ♦tftifH 'w^Ttn '^fn^ 

<4^^ c^^Thfi ^ ^vn wts^tv, 

i*i4n 7 ^ I ^ (T^f^3 ?r'¥Tc^*^ft 4 ‘i« c? 'art^rf^rr *Tt^ 

vil4'i vf-ti *n I <4 

wm c^ ^rryi c*rt(.B? trnrtM m i 

artC3R Administration Roport «4 Of^ 4tll C7 Suri c^^ffir X’Ray 
installation ?”Q?rf?r Artificial Preumo-thorax Ff^TC^C^ I 

^tft f%c>^ ^1 «rtf^ ^<50^5 *fit«i ^(5^1 I oQiR fV, osnr3!4 

f^T5?r treatments apparatus 'atWT^ ^StTt’S ^1 I 

^ n*3f% X’Ray installation ?'^VtC!ji I fsVPT (7!^W A. P. 

(artificial Preumo-thorax treatment) rs ^1 A. P. Sr?t^ 

fs(."N Sanatorium ij ^rttVs rs I (7T WC^S 

smi v.Tr r^i ^ i cst'/Tr^s 

T. B. c^'^Cvy^ vfvfT 'S'fls'otcs r^’ 3^1 rtr ^r<*rnTfs 

Sri ^iTTfin l climatic 

efTect ffe ^OPf ?fCS I rr? 

erm^j ^?tTPPs rtu\, fsw c^, sts^ 

S^i (T 3 Tn rs i ,3 ftSs^ mi sts^ ^ 

^strfus i4^?Pl ’yt^ T. B. convicts^s '5^^ Svfj'^i ^tfcBn mn I 

^ =Trft^ ?frfr^ CSTOTT CSt^n CW 

^ tfCsfar^Ts s^t <4^ ^rs rs, ';2;t!rfs ’frr 4^ ftrlH 

rst-sHu^ ?R ^sTTOs I srs: ^ m 

^oKfl crr-5ftl3f%s ^31 ’aipr^ 3 srrf^l Sft^Tf^ 3 '"IPH 

^apTS? ^ I 4 ^ erf'^nr^sf I ^ mrj ar 

^c?r^, sfrPfi ’srtrr ?r*m ^mr^i ^ 4 ^* 4 fric^r 

snn rs I 4^’ snr^rs ^ ^trtsi iss jvf^ 

4S* fipj fsfS ^ ^5Wf 4 ?: < 1 :- «fPn 3[^jpiTs citz^^ 'ijr-r sfcs ijs; 
c^f^fTirr^ Srfc*rs ?tr 5 ^rm^rr 

si SI st^fOTT fspnnr Tfirsi ststssr^ stesj 1 

'S^fS’^S ?rrs^^C"«1 slrtsi Ward Assistant 5. ^’rfriBl X’Rayr >ilt}C4T 

^r%i (Trtf) htq 4^s* »n?<Tr wt^ <Si ^7 

jiu5 ¥f%7n ^trtc*f? ^ r?r fVi ^rcrttofi 

^^fr Pnrft^ 1 ^igr cy? w wtfr ^ 1 
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^VSS9 yfi^ ^ ^ I ^ T. B. Hospital Rrf 'brujt Tfiwnr 

VfHlH <1^ c4Tct^ 

iTc^Ttnt^t (^=T ^ I ^ tr®t^ ^ c^t5r6 ‘il’fPl ’^trr- 

’fW TlR (‘'It^^ OTi lil^ ^‘^ic4i*ill«4*l^ J^C^C*f4 ^R7 

f^rtsr T&5f I *il? ^=rjt^ Sanatonunufl^ 

^ ?Ni <^]^^• ftr-N^ fnfVs ¥cw«r 

c^?5T fe!rtfiT-5Mr ^ TS(^ iiiVs '^rf^wi^rc^rs 

Itfw vftfV^ wm 5ft^ I C^ ’PTO T. B. convict ^Ttftrir 

(?PPT Sanatoriumcfj ^ 

7®^ I ^'StoS ^5t7tOf7 

7it^ ^fRnn ‘sjz viftpr? vtr^ ^’s* to 

^ Smoking restriction in the jails and consequences— *PT^ TOli 
'Q ^5t7t? I 

^•■mPrl5C«t5 tft5 TO5^51 J&O? C5Tt^ ftfc»*Jb1t4 7T77t7 

<4^ 'ai^oTPl W 7M35T5 tlt^f%^ fTO^ 7f%C^ 

75 I ^StTOTO %t5 ^T1 ’¥f%TO 'Q 5^^ I 

^ 5t^ ^ I ^ TfilTO 5T?, 5«TOmr 7^R^ 

'il 51(.4 C5 f»(CM5“’'*^tSil ’^IC^ ^it^l ^351 7^5P I 5t7t51 f^nrSHT 

^inCF fVf551 <fttTO ^ ^5t7lm C5 ^51 Of'351 7^5^ ^5^ 5f7t51 
^5C15 fVf^nn 5T57t5 ^QtC'O ^ ^^5, ^5t7tr*f5 55^ft^t ^f5tT5 ^ff57fC*t 

51 5555T7 V51 7®^ I 

vijl? f%f9 'ol5tC4^5 V5T c.WC'nfl C5 ^tf75t*f 5tfV3 75 ^5* 

5t7t51 55^t^ TO5 ^5t7t51 ^7t5 ^C5t^ «T^51 f^blC^ ^^[f5 

^tni5 5T5T1 TO5, (TT ^frfT^ 7^1^ 75 I ^ISR 5 l 7 lC5T 

C¥(.^ C5 TO ^^5TO ^f55l ^J7*t TO5, 'STTI '555"^^?t5 I 

^^5l* ^f5 ^t5t5 'ili ?f^t5 ^t5t^lI75 TOT^Tl 60 

^55t5 7in:5 1 

^vfi 5f%5l ?pst5p| 7TOT5 555^C55 tJI- 

3rw*n:55 ^J7T55 SwfTO ^ffirrofli 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 48,34,000 under the head **28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a discussion 
about giving effect to the recommendations of the Bengal Jail 
(Industries) Enquiry Committee. 
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One of the reasons why I was appointed as a member bf this Com- 
mittee was that probably I was one of the few members in thin House 
who bad long experience and inside knowledge of jails and (he Home 
Minister who^er he whs, always thought (hat it was l)etter that I 
should be in jail. That was the consideration why I was taken on the 
Committee. Naturally I was very glad when I was taken on it. But 
as soon as I read ^the terms of reference of |he ( ommittee I wa» 
immedifitely disillusioned. I thought (hat the list of grievances — a 
dozen or so— which my friend Dr. San\al had placed before this House 
and the other grievance^ — at least two dozen more — winch all those 
who had occasion to go to jail know, we would have (he opportunity 
of going into and matking suggestions for the impn»vement of the 
conditions of prisoners but the terms of reference were only about 
Jail industries. *^hough we tried our best to extend (he scope of 
that enquiry by all sorts of means even then the scop<* remained verv' 
limited. For instance we suggested that the terms of reference must 
include — ^ 

(J) The question of not increasing the profits of jail induHtries 
in disregard of the basic ideal of the reformation of convicts. 

(2) The question of introduction of power-driven machinery in 
both existing and new industries where its introduction is justified on 
both humane and economic considerations. 

(3) The question that jail industries are required to "maintain 
their instructional aspect in order that the training given to convicts 
in particular industries may stand them in good stead for earning 
their livelihood after release. 

(4) The question of consideration of relevant factors that have a 
bearing on the economy of jail industries or affect the working 
efficiency of convicts. 

We wanted to consider the food problem, the problem of educa- 
tion of convicts and all other relevant matters but as we were circum- 
scribed by the terms of reference we could not very well do so. We 
were guided by the principles which were laid down long before in 
the Indian Jails Committee Report of 1921, but imfortunaUdy more 
than 21 years have passed since then and still those recommendations 
have not been giv#n effect to* In the report of (he Indian Jails Com- 
mittee w’e find: “Extraction of profit cannot be the true object to be 
kept in view in the selection of prison labour. The object must rather 
be the prevention of crime through reformation. It is customary 
here to draw a distinction between that which is deterrent and that 
which is -reformative. But we think it is more corrwrt to regard the 
whole question as one of reformation. ‘'Reformation may be assisted 
by providing a prisoner with such work as will train his hand, eye or 
mind or otherwise make him more fitted to earn his livelihood honestly 
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outside the iails rather than the ''labour which will 1m distasteful and 
irksome to prisoners and will not urge on any e^deaTour in him to 
reform”. These are the considerations that weighed With us, but I 
am glad to inform the House that We could present to the Govefnment 
a unanimous report though in tl\(9^ Committee ^there were -all sorts of 
diverse elements, my friend, Khan Bahadur Mohampaed AH wl^o has 
now come <»ver to th4 side, Mr. Siddiqi, the Principal ol'the Enginer- 
ing College, myself arid all sorts df other elenjents ^with different 
political ideologies were there but fortunately the i%pqrt has ‘been 
unanimous. The report was signed as ‘early iTfh December and it 
has not yet been printed. The members (|f this house have not yet 
been able to get a copy of it. Within the 5 minutes at my disposal 
I shall not be able to go into details of this voluminous report but I 
would request the members to go through the repol^ when it is out. 
I hope it will he published very soon. Here I would like to emphasise 
only one aspect of it. I wont round most of the jails along w'ith 
otheca who hdd not been there before. One thing which I knew very 
w'ell and wliich tlie other members also learpt from the insjien tion of 
industries that are currietl on in jails is how things are not to he done 
and not how things are to he done. There is a colos.sal wastage of 
liumaii labour and also of material. 1 do not want nor have 1 time to 
go into (letails. The report will give \ou mrtst of the details. Tiiere 
is only one asj>ecl which I would like to emphasise and that is tlie 
(ptestion -of pa,\ing tlie convicts lor the work that is being <lone in 
jails. There has been a great deal of discussion about it, but Itow I 
tliink it is almost unanimously accepted that tlie prisoners wlitui they 
come out of the jails come out without anything in their pocket and 

they find that all the land, properties and even jobs which they held 

before tliey went to jail Jii^ve all gone. They liave nobody to look to 
and, therefore, they are forced to take to criminal ways for theii; very 
bare e.\istence. Therefore, it ha.s been suggested that Mhere should 
be some fuml available from which help <-ould he given to them. We 
have suggested that as long us they are in jail they should be paid 
for the work they do. That will be an incentive to them to put in 
more Vork, i^hd w'hen they come out they will hlive something with 
w hich to start their life outside. This a principle irhich %aH been 
iiccepted by other countries. 1 need not quote Russia. There it has 
beeri accepted long ago. Now it is accepted also in England. Not 
only there hut in Bombay also this principle has teen accepted. I 

hope that Bengal will not lag behind and that it will accept this 

principle. That is the only kumane way of dealing with the prisoners 
and if they are provided with some money and some instruction while 
they are in jails there is less chance of their falling into old criminal 
ways. 

(On reaching the time-limit the member resumed his seat.) 



'.CMS.J ^ UJSUAMJ l<XJB*OBANTS, «U 

Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNOiJvMr. Deputj- Spealwr. Sir, I am 
not ^oing to niofe my motion but shall make a few observations 
on, the original motion under discussion. The remarks I want to make 
this morning will be made in a s|>irit of oifering some helpful sugges- 
tions to the Minister and n(4 with the in ^n lion in any way to 
embarrass him. But one thing must be made clear. Those whom we 
represent here in the Assembly want us to rend^ them some servit*e. 
If we» fail to do it. certainly wd feel embarrassed. If as members of 
the Progre^i^slve Coalition Party we are helpful to the Cabinet and the 
Council of Minisfers^we curf legitimately e.\]»ect flia# they will also 
be beii)ful to us and aiip mu put us jnto im'onvcnience. Sir, the list 
of complaints that jia?* been j)lac(*d betore this House this morning 
by Dr. Saiiyal is almost exhaustive but L,must add that tliey are not 
exaggerations but truths and sometimes more than truths. Drastic 
reform is necessary in the jail administration and I am glad to find 
tliat our Ministers are applung their inind.s very seriously to it. My 
only siibrnissiou ihat ''JkmmIv action sboubl be taken It! f hese^mntters 
l)e(‘au,sc these refoinis aie so ver\ urgent and necessur\ thUI delay 
practiCvilIv uieaii>' deiiial in nian\ cases. Some turn* ago 1 jiersonally 
reported pi the Ilon'hle the Thief Minister direr’t uliout thiee s«*curity 
j)ii''oriers and I also appioarh 4 *d hiia through liie llon’Ide Mr. 
Praniatha Nath Uanerjec but 1 am sorry to tell the llon'ble the Home 
Minislci that I have not \et lieen inlormed as to wliat steps liave bt 4 'n 
taken in tliese nialter.s. I shall m»\\ leter to thre«* cases 1 have just 
mentioned, (hie of them is that of Snjul Piata]> Chandra Mazumdur 
who ha- l»een siilleting troin high blood piessure a||d has not had 
sound sleeji at night tor some tune. | <|o not knou if projM*r miMlical 
treatment has been given to bnn lie Mas ijj the Hijli jail from where 
lie has pifdialih been ti.nistt*! red now to the Dacca jail. Anollier 
cas^ that I referred to him refer- to .Siijut Nri]mti Bhuson Chutterjee 
M'bo has lx»eri suftering from ear and nose troiihles for some time past 
ami is noM' lodged 14 ^ the Presideiie\ ,IaiI. As far as 1 am aware, no 
arrangement hu.s been made f 4 »r liis medical treatment, I also brought 
to the nofoe of the Hori’lde the Horne Minister flie ea-e of Dr, 
Dhirendra Nath Banerjee, H A.. I. M.F. He Marf releaMed from 
detentkin oul^ three or four Near- ago .and was e.irriing ahoiif |{.s. 2 f )0 
a month before his suh-ofiueat arre-t. lie ha- again been arrested 
as a security prisoner. Me had to maintain about Id <lep«nlantH 
including hi.s olt] iiareni.s, bis wife and (diildren and Ids unmarried 
sisters. He lias jirayed for family allowance but be has lieen granted 
the ver\ ridiculously low family allo^.ince of Its. 20 per month. B 
cannot imagine how liis famil> c(»nsisting of Id members can be given 
the barest .sub.sistence with this meagre sum of Hs. 2 tt a rnonlb. 

Tbiea, Sir, there are other urgent cases where reform is necessary. 

I do not want to give a detailed account of them within the short 
17 
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space of time available to me. ^ It will be sufficient if I say that even* 
those privileges, those amenities whicli are permissible under tlie 
Jail Code are not allowed to the prisoners with the whimsical way in 
which jail administration is carried on by the jail authorities. I 
would suggest, therefore, that irequent visits by the Hon’ble 
Ministers themselves ^nd specially deputed members should be 
arranged, and that permanent Standing Jails Committee should be 
constituted to look into the genuine grievances of^-prisoners %nd for 
their removal. 

* r 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: InSeph ing to the debate 
that has taken place I find that I have to deal with matters afl'ecting a 
department which is one of the most unjiopular of th(' departments we 
have got to administer and I will, therefore, ask ffiy gsteemed friends 
to give me a latitude in dealing with the questums that luive been 
brought forward because I cannot claim to be speaking from personal 
knowledge of utfairs. To my right and to my left are ver} esteemed 
friends who have been inside the jail and know things first hand, and 
I am aware of the risk that one has got to run if he contends facts 
which others have derived from experience. 1 am, therefore, obliged 
to fall hack upon statements in cold print and, although I do not 
oliallonge the statements made, I will ask my friends to take into 
consideration the various factors wliich weigli with (iovtunment in 
conducting matters relating to the adinini>tra1 ion of jaiK. Sir, 1 do 
not diifer with my esteemed friend. Dr. N.tliiiak^lia San\a!. in tlie 
fundamental proposition that liumanitx ahovo e\ei\ thing (dst' and as 
fur as possible should he the guiding principle in dealing with pn.soners 
heeause tlie jails an* meant not for depriving people of their liberty but 
for emphasizing tlie fact that those who are sent to jails have broken 
laws ^^lliell tht‘.\ sliould have ri'spected. and for giving time to them for 
leilection and. tlierefore, tor reformation by means which are now known 
throughout the civilised world to wean awa\ from the path of sins 
])erHons \^ho have been swayed a^^aY b> tempotary imjiiilse of the 
moment or by any other unforeseen circumstances. That is a funda- 
mental proposition and I tliink the various reforms that have been made 
were done on that consideration. As the time at my disposal j.s short 
T will make a brief statement on the point# that have been raised by 
the vafious speakers. 

Beginning with the subject of my friend. Dr. Nnlmaksha Sanyal, I 
must say that I could not follow what he meant by the control over the 
increase in the jail population in recent years. Possibly he has made 
a comprehensive charge meaning that while the jail rate has been 
increased, arrangements for the convenience of prisoners have not been 
adequate with the rate of incjease. But whatever that may be, the 
other charges that have been made cover a comprehensive ^harge like 
this. 
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I will now (leal with the qtieation of treatment of prisoners in jails. 
I will not make a lonjr statement hut will only refer to some of the* 
salient points whii'h 1 should ask t^e House to take a note of. Prisoners 
are cla.ssed in Ihvisions I, II ami Jll accord in jr lo (heir social .status 
and mode of life, and the proxisions of the'^ Ilen^ral .Jail Code are 
applicable to them. 


Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Supposed to be 

r" 

The Hon*bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not prepared to 
di.spute anx of tlic statements (d my Ineiuls but it may lu* noted that 
th(‘ treatment of underinul prisoners is f;t»v(*rne«l by the rules in 
chapter XXVII of‘<he Jail (‘ode. Secuntx prisoners have been treattul 
accordin^'^ to tlie provisions imole in tlu* llen^>‘a! Seeuritx Prisoners 
Rub's, nJ4ll. but an‘ also for purposes of diseipline and treatment 

subject to such jirovisions ot the Jail (’ode relating' to division II 
convicts as are not ineonsisu-nt with Seeuritx Prisoners Hub’s or any 
other special orders pu'^sed b> tioveinment in this ludialf l‘resumahly 
th(‘ luiuourable memlters wanted to raise a di.scussion about ill-treat- 
ment of prisoners b\ jail '•t.ifl It may be noted here tlmi the Hoard of 
Visitors j(U Jails have bad no occasion to rcpoil on the »1)-1 jealimMit of 
jirisoiKMs b\ j.iil st.itl (l)i Nm.invksiia 'I’lial is anotloT 

sliani. The vi'.iior'- arc .ib‘.(duiel\ chosen tiom vwak-kitecd people 
e\ce]»t one oi two who record their protests.) What I have ^ot in my 
note is this. 

In flulx\ HMl, my esteemei) triend I)i. Nalinaksha San\al [»iibhs}i(Ml 
a statement relatinj; to jail r(d(»rms and ill-treatment ot prisoneis and 
it was examined in detail. His remarks aboul tfie work mu' of the 
Herhumpore Jail and the abolition of the tffuini .system are noticeable. 
The Berhampore Jail xvhen* the juveniles are mosllx concentrated, id 
now under the char^'^e of a whole-time Superintendioil with two tea(djers, 
1 drill master, 1 taibw master and 1 weavin^^ master and sc» far there 
has been no complaint by the pri.s(uiers a^famst the jail staff. As 
regards employment of prisoners on it may be nol»*d that 

formerly there was no time-limit and all non-polif ica) jirisoners who 
were fit for work in the oil-mills were generally employed there for one 
month only. Recently the maximum limit has been fixed at ‘1 months 
but the rigour of the w'ork has been rediioed and only prisoners sentenced 
to 6 months’ rigorous imprisonment or less, are employed there. No 
political prisoner has worked at the ffhani either for one month before o/ 
3 months after the increase of the niakimurn limit. Only prisoners 
accustomed to manual labour outside, are put to the ffh/int and educated 
prisoners are exempted from the i/hnjii even as a punishment. The 
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abolition of gJunii has been recommended by the Bengal Jail Industries 
Enquiry (ominittee and the question is under consideration of the 
Inspector-General. 

As regards the point of according humane treatment to prisoners by 
jail staff, it may be noted that in July, 1940, some Division II prisoners 
of the Alipore (Central Jail were punished bv the Superintendent with 
separate confinement for one month for refusing to hold their history 
tickets properly during the Inspector-General’s inspection and for 
being rude to him. In January, 1941, an undertrial prisoner was 
struck by a warder in the Berhampore Jail for dist)bcdience of orders for 
not sitting in file for the Superintendent’s daily ])arade. Disciplinary 
action was, however, taken against the warder. 

In May, 1941, some security prisoners in transit from Chittagong 
Jail to llijli S])ecial Jail were handcuffed but not ro])ed during transit 
from the jail to the steuiinu glial. (thari.> for this ])art (d the journey 
were provid(‘d hut the prisomus i(*fuse<l to avail themselves of the 
eoiivev aiiee. ’Phe officer resjion.sihh* for escorting was ot tlic oj>iiiion 
from their attitmle and ludiaviour that th{\\ might atieiii])t to cscajie. 
The treatment of seeurit> piisoneis on tiaiisfer is r(‘gulated ]i\ the 
I'oluM' Itegiilal ions, li<‘ngal, rule TOtt 'Pfio attention of ihe officials 
cone(‘rn(‘d has. ho\^ever, been drawn to tin* inst met ion^* on the subject. 

It will ai»pear from tlo' few easivs cited aho^e. that th(‘re was siifheient 
just ifi(‘at ion for the ste})s taken in those (‘uses and that no ease f)f undue 
harassment to prisoners has come to the notu'c of (ioveinment. 

f' 

Sir. coming to the ((ue.stion of du‘t, I ma> saj that llivision III 
prisoneis an' gi\en diet a^ tue-Heribed in Jail ('ode rule l(19o. There 
are also p^)^ision^ for special diet on sjieeial o('(‘asions in Jail (’ode 
rules ()9(), (l!)l and (*92. The opinions of tlie Hoard of Visitors of the 
m'Aeral jails also show that store, rooking and issue of food is on the 
whole salisfaetorN . It will be seen from statement No. IX in the 
Bengal Jail Administration Ueport for 194tb that the average cost of 
dietary charges per head was Ks. 48-ld. During the course of the 
debate on budget rut motions, Mr. Suhraward\ w’ho spoke in the 
»bsene«‘ of the Hon’ble Home Minister quoted the figures of other 
provinces and said that this Government were sjiending more on the 
diet of prisoners as compared with many other Ibovincial Governments. 
It has been reported by an expert that all the diets with the exception of 
class II Punjab prisoners appear to be of sufficient caloric value for an 
average person doing hard work. Recently Dr. M. N. Rao has been 
deputed to undertake further examination of the scale of diet for 
Division III prisoners in the Alipore Central Jail, His report is 
awaited. 
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Then, Sir, I want to say somethinjr rt'jranlinjr (‘lotliinp: for Division 
III prisoners. Jail Code rules lloj) mid ll(U) ^ive the scale of clothing' 
and eqiiipnient for l)ivi>ion III pn.Mjner*;. The allowance of additional 
cl(»thing has alho been provided in these rule.'*. 

Then Sir, as rejranls the tobacco hahit. all I can say is that it is a 
bad hahit, hut we cannot ignore the fact that those who are addicted to 
smoking can hardl\ la* expected li* give ii up That is a jaMiit to which 
tiie attention of the (rov<*rnnient lias he<‘n «irawn on more tlian one 
occasion and I ni.»\ sa\ tliat at pre'*ent the position is this At present 
tithacco Is allowed t(t the t(dhi\\ing cl.isst‘> of prisoners. l)i\isiou I 
piisoiiers at then own cost, undcrtnal piisom'rs at llu‘ii own c(i.st, 
c.vil prisoner" at tloor own msi, con\icl sweept‘is at ( iovi*rnnn*nl cost, 
condemned ])i isoners at (iovernment c(jst and I'onvict warders at (lovern- 
luent < (tsi iioin gi.ifuit\. Tin* (juo^tion ot suppl\ of tohucc*i t(* other 
prisoneis was c(»iis)dnred h\ (ioveinment in connection with replies to 
ouestioniiaiie on jai! rctiunis. Imt no at tnui was taken in flie matter. 
The eonien'iH'e of Sup<‘T !nten(h‘nts o( .laiK ot Heng.tl h«*ld in duly, 
Pldft, also (1 i-.cuss(*(l the inatlei and n*4‘oiMnH'ndrd that tlo* pri\ilege of 
sfiioking 1(ihac((» might la* ,illnwt*<l to w elhin'liuN ed Division II 
j>rison(‘is at their ovv n (atst utidor certain tosti ici ions. Tin* ( onl(*rence 
also oivsorved that it sjiould not he alh>wed indisorimiiiatelv to all 
jirisonei's eithei at (i<t\ernment cost or at pns<mef's cost 'Khe last 
COnfeTcnce of Inspnctors-t ieneral of Prisons lo*ld in danuarv. Iftdff. also 
went into tin* ijuestion, hut aiti*i giving detaileil reasons f(u lejecting a 
j*ro[)o.sal foi the general introduction of tofiarco in jails, onlv recom- 
mended thft (amcession to Star class, special grade, “Honour ' or “Red 
Collar ])nHoners" in provinc<*s where such grading ot piisoners was m 
vog*ue and where sepaiati* accommodat i(»n for sucli juisoneis was avail- 
able. The Iiispectoi-f ieiieial was <‘(»nsulte<| oii this pioposal hut he 
rejected it on the ground that it has mit been ]ff>ss)]il(* fr) ml iodine (lie 
“Star classification ’ of ptismieis m Heng^al jails <!ue to lack of separate 
accommodation. 


Now. Sir, I think if will he a waste of tiiin* for me to go through 
the ropli<*.s that have been prepared hv tin* department and so 1 do inrt 
wish to read out tlie whole tiling' without leallv being able to votnh for 
the accuracy or the truth of wliaf lias been stated. \\ liat I propose trr 
do is — and 1 submit it tor the consider.it ion rd the House that ! will 
go through the official rejiorfs of ihr* spee<‘ln*,s and I will take the jioints 
raised one b> one. I am |»iepared. if the honourable rin*ni]>f*rs will 
help me. to take their help in studving the points fh.it have I.een raised'. 
If enquiries are nec(*ssary, J promise that those enquiries will be made 
and as a first instalment I am prepared to visit some of the jails with 
my friend Dr. 8an>al who has raised the points to find out how far 
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these allegations make out a bona fide case. Instead of wasting time 
by defending what has been done, I propose to take this action. I hope 
that this will satisfy my friend*. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Rh. 48, .'{4, 000 for expenditure under the liead “28 — Jails and C’onvict 
Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz that the demand of 
Rs. 48,04,0t)0 for expeiiditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The moti(»n of Mr. Dhirendru Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 48,d4,000 for expenditure under the liead “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” b<‘ reduced by Rs. 100, was tlnui ]mt and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat (’handra Mukherji that the demand of 
Rs. 48,84,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — dails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced b,\ Rs 100, wa.s then ])ut and lost. 

Th(‘ motion of Mr. Sibnalh Ranerj(‘e that the demand of 
Rs. 48,84,000 for expenditure under the heail “28- -Jails and Convict 
Settlements” b<* reduced by Rs. 100, \\as then ]uit and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A K Ka/.lul IIiui that a sum of 
Rs. 48,84,000 be granted for (‘X])enditure under the head “28 — lails and 
(amvict Seltlenients" was then put and agr(‘(*il to 

13— Other Taxes and Duties, 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr Deputy 

Sjieaker, Sir. on tlu' recommendation of Ills Kxrellency the (iovernor, 
I bd'g to inovi* that a sum of Rs. o.t)8.otl0 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “18 -Other Taxes and Duties”. 

Sir, the question of taxation is a (picstion taxing not onl\ this 
countrN but the whoh* world. So far as the present demand is concern- 
ed, the receipts in 1042-48 under the h(*a<l are estimated at Its. 1.04.8d,000 
as against the budget estimate of Its. 81,87.000 and the revised estimate 
of Rs, 87.85,000 in 1041-42 and the actual of Rs. 08.04,081 in 1040-41. 

In this eonnection. Sir, 1 might invite the attention of honourable 
memliers to i>age 10 of tlie Rlue Book. The estimate conqirises receipt.s 
from eight sources, viz., til entertainment tax, (2) betting tax, (8) 
fecvs und(*r the Indian Klectricitx Dut\ Itules, 1022 and fees for (dectrical 
inspei'tion of cinemas, (4) receipts under the Bengal Electricity Duty 
Act, 1088, (8) receipts under the Bengal Finance Act, 1030, (G) 
receipts under the Bengal Finance Sales Tax Act, 1941, (7) receipts 
under the Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Act, 1041 and (8) receipts under 
the Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Act, 1941. 
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So far as item No. 1 is concerned, the receipts in 1942-4^] from the 
Entertainment Tax are CvStimated at Rs. 8 lakhs. The receipts in 
1942-4Ji from the Hotting’ Tax are estimated at Ks. 11, 50. (KM). The 
fees under the Kloctricit\ Duty Rules and fee> f(»r electrical in.specti»ui 
of cinemas come up to a >mall amount in compari.son to the total recei])(s 
of Rs. 40,tMlt). The receipt.^ in 1942-4d under the Rengal Klectrieity 
Duty Act is estimated at Its, 2I,lt0.(UI0. The n*ccipts under the liengal 
Finance Act. Did!!, in 1942-4d are oinnated at R.s. ll.oO.tHIO, As 
regards the receijiis undei the Heng-al Finance Sales Tax Act. 1041, the 
budget has accepted a ctuiMdidaied hgure of IN. 25 lakl»s. As reganis 
the receipts mnler the Rotor Spirits Sales 'Faxation Act. 15MI, the 
rec»*ipts have heen e^liinatt'd at Rs. 2 lakhs under the existing provin- 
cial (|iiota of certain gallons of petrol per annum The receipts under 
the Hengul Raw Jute Taxation Act, 1041, come up to Rs. 8 lakh.s. 

Then, Sir. we come to c(dlectn)n (diarges of entertainment ami 
betting tu.\es. I need mM gi\e details about tin* cidh‘ction charges, 
but the\ come uji to nuighlv hall j»er ct‘nt. of the total collection. As 
regard.*, the collection charges undei the Bengal Finance Sales 'I'ax Act, 
1041, the\ aie lathei high It Is because the Act has c(une into ojicra- 
tion (juite recenth II this .\ct is peimitted to lu* in tin* Statiiti* Book 
in ;\ears to come, thmi oloiouslv the I’ollection charges will ctmie down. 
Tlu'ii. Sir, with rcteiemi* to the Flectricit\ Act, wt> have considered 
certain iiuestion.s ot otlice establishment In an\ event, the collection 
charges on account of the tax umler the Bengal Financt* Act come up 
to 5 per cent of the estimated revenue. 

Sir, this is the position witli reference to this particular Grant, In 
moving the recommendation of the (fov<*rnor. 1 4 I 0 not, as a rule, wish 
to give an expositnm of the lai'ts, hut these are <jm*stions relating to 
taxation and, therofore. Sir, I have given a rough idea of the receipts 
and expenses in eonnection with these tax(‘s. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Sir, 1 heg to move that the 
demand f(»i IN. 5,()d.51)() for expenditure under the head “Id — Other 
Taxes and Duties ’ be leiluced b\ Rs 10(1. 'I’he cdiject of the motion 
is to raise a discussion about the jmlicv in utilising the sum raised from 
Bengal Finance Sales T.ix, 1041. 

Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, if we look to page 2d of the Red Book 
we find the receipts on account of tax umler Bengal Finance Sales Tax 
Act for the year under review would amount to Rs, ] erore. The 
Hon’hle Finance Minister in moving this Bill for reference to the 
Select Cftnimittee at jiage 114 of the Book has said “I can as-sure the 
House, however, that I will resist such an attempt wdth all my power, 
I will rather keep the money in the coffers of Government, I will rather 
build up a reserve than dissipate it on schemes which are not urgent 
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and which should privc* way to the srhemes for which there is a crying* 
need”. Again wliile moving the motion for taking the Bill into consi- 
deration he has said, “I can assure the House, as I have assured 
before, at the lime of referring this Bill to the Select Committee, that 
the purpose of this taxation is to provide further funds for nation- 
huilding dej)artments and further amenitie.s to the masses of this 
province and I will consid(‘r those' Inmourahle members who oppose this 
small taxation not as friends of the people hut as definite enemies of 
the peoph'”. These are the assurances which were given hy the 
Hon’hle the Financ(* Minister while moving the Bill for reference to 
the Select Committee and for taking it into consideration as well, 
Mr. Deputy Si)eaker, Sir, this Bill was o])])osed hy those persons who 
are now in the Progressive Coalition Party. My esteemed friend 
Mr. Sasanka S(*khar Sanyal while opposing the Bill said that the money 
was Nought not foi nation-huilding dcj)artments hut hy nation-hleeditig 
jtrocess. This we find from the re})ort at page Idfi of the Bengal 
Legislative Assemhls proceedings. I ho])e the lioiioiirnhle member 
still sticks to that view. Mr. Sasanka Sekliar Sansal also said (page 
loO) “I \\arn the nnonhers of th<* Coalitioti Party in ])arti(ulaT that if 

this ta\ is pursued, tin* red lam]» will he lighic*d all over Bengal and 

the Mitusters will suffer the eons«M|uenees ther4'of”. That is what my 
esti'emed fiiend, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Satnal sai<l at the time wdien 
the Bill was taken into consideration. 1 do not know whether'he still 
sticks tf) the view that the mone\ is sought hy “nation-bleeding 
pro('es.s<*s“ and that the nal lamp will he lighti'd, if it has not alieady 
hec'ii lit, all over Bengal and th<‘ MinisleiN will sutler th(‘ conseijueni'e.s 
thereof. 1 am (juite sure that 1 can add man\ smdi sentences said 
hy all imunhers of th<‘ so-called Bengal Congiess Parliamentary Party 
hut I do mit inteml to do so, h(*eau.se 1 do not want to ad(l to their 
shame. Mr. l)e])ut\ Sp(*ak(*r, I made a miNiake tlnue 1 canmO add 
anything to tludr shame htnause the\ aia* reall\ lost to all senst* of 

shame, 'riiis oih‘ eiore of rup(M‘s will he raised from this tax. A 

definite assurance wav gi\en h\ the llon'lde Minister at that time that 
the amount w'ould l)e spent on nation-hiiilding departments. Not only 
that hut if a scdieme is not available the money will he kept in the 
coffers of tlu' (lovernment and will not he sjH'iit for any other purpose. 
Now the whole amount is going to he N]>ent not on nation-huilding 
(lejuirtments hut for the purpost* of carrying on tlie ordinary 
n<lministration, forgetting the a-snranee tliat was given. I hope my 
honouralde friends will bring- jin'ssure to hear on the Hon’hh* Ministers 
that in view of the assurance given at least a portion of that amount 
he reserved for nation-huilding de])artments. A crore of rupees will 
he rai.sed from the Bengal Vinam-e Sales Tax Act and Rs. 27 lakhs 
from the Bengal Law Jute Taxation Act. It is to be hoped that the 
supporters of the present Ministry will impress upon the Government 
that a portion of this sum — say one-fourth — should be set apart for 
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the propagation of primary education in (he province in Bengal. If 
they have got any m'h.sc of duty towards the people of Bengal they 
mu.st put pressure u]>on liie Ministr\ to set apart this amount. 1 do not 
say tliat tlie whole amount slioulil he sjMuit on nation-building depart- 
ments. 1 know the whole amount lanimt he sjient. All 1 a.sk for ia 
that one-tourtii of tlu‘ anumnt he reserved for (lie propagation of 
primary eilucation. It i1m\\ <an «]u (Ins ihe\ lan justify their presence 
here. 1 hnj»e lliai lhe\ will do it. hut I am afraid 1 am hoping in vain. 

With tliese ft'w Words I eoinm<*nd my motion to the ai'ceptance of 
llie House. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA SANYAL : 1 hi‘g to mi>vi» that the dmjiund 

of IN 't.lld. "lint undet the hc.ol "I'l Other Tax(‘,s ami Duties'' he 
nslmed h\ IN lOi) 1 ht- idnei i (d the inotj.in is to raise a disctission 
jiliout tie* seliM iion ot ( onnncK lal T.i\ Oflicets and tin' Administration 
of the Bengal Finance ( Sah’s T.i\ • Act. 1‘MF the refusal to exempt 
monthl} joinnaN ami •ohei peTiodnaN tmm the operation id tlic Sales 
Tax. and ihc tailiiie to nnao pnld.o gnc\amc‘. icgarditig' the present 
schedule oi «'xemptions tiom the Sales Tax. 

i )iaidl\ need an\ -pcci h to draw attention to the \arious parts of 
my imdion 1 kimw that the jui'si'iit Finance Minister wlio liad earried 
on a ceasi’less agitation against the Sah‘s 'I'ax wotihl he more I’otupe- 
tent to (leal with these* .s|m*( die ipiestions than 1 can do. I ])lace my 
motion heioie liim for Ins considcraiion, and I liojie lie will explain the 
vanoU'- ditliculties that m.i\ he in his wa\ , now that he has aeees.s to 
t}H‘ otlicial tiles 111 (he matter of the selection of (omimu’cial Tux 
Officers in ie]d> i(» a <jU<*stHtn put in this Housi* it was shown that 
consideiatioiis oilier than pure merit had eome nit(» |)la\ There liave 
been some oftic(*is appt)irilcd with \ei\ poor ijUalitical ions. It is very 
neci'ssarv tlial .siu h oiincis who are empowered to look into the 
aceoiints of tio* eommeridal oHic<*s an*! flrrn.s slomld have soirn* n(*ees- 
sar\ acrouritirig- tjualification.s and it is also very nei essar’y that they 
should he j»ei>ons id ver\ good tlcpendalnlit \ and morals. Fnfor- 
tunateh the minimum conditnuis (hat were laid down hav<* iieen 
allowed to Iw* waived in the ea-e rd M-rtain eandiflatf*s and w'e feel that 
Government .should see that irj the selection of these officers considera- 
tions otlier than merit should not eome into pla\. 

With regard to the excinfUion of monthly journals representation* 
have been mad<* ))> tlie Indian Journalists* Assiniation. by the learned 
editor of the Modern Htru tr and other journalists that then* lias l>een 
some mistake .somewhere in refusing exemjitiori fir monthly journal* 
which come under the flefinition oi newspujrer under various other 
Indian and Provincial enactments. In the Registration of Press and 
BcM)ks Act, 1867, newspaper means any printed periodical containing 
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public news or comments on public news. In the Post and Telegraphs 
Guide which is a Government of India publication, section 24 gives the 
definition as follows: By the Post Office Act all newspapers which 
may l>e registered and posted for transmission as registered newspapers, 
that is, every publication consisting wholly or in great part of political 
or other news or of articles relating thereto or other current topics 
with or without advertisements shall be deemed as newspapers subject 
to the following conditions: — 

{i) tliat it is ])ubliH}ied in numl>ers at intervals of not more than 
dl days, and 

(/i) tliat it has a list of Itona fide subscribers. 

I understand that tliis matter has engaged Government attention and 
that ^hev are j)r(d»ahly going sliortly to revise the decision of the 
De])artnient in regard to the exemption or tlic desirability of exemption 
of such j(»urnal.s. Theretore, I d(» not propose* to pursue the matter 
further. 

With regard to tlie third item, viz., tlx* public grievances regard- 
ing th<‘ j»resent .schedule of exmnptions trom the Sah‘s Tax, I am one 
of tho.H 4 ‘ who felt very reticent about joining any big ]>ublic (b'monstra- 
tion against the Sab‘s Tax as such 1 knew and 1 have always felt 
that this is one ot th<* measures (d taxation which the Proviiu'c cannot 
avoid if the <‘\ig<*ncies of finaiu'e.s so r<‘(]uire and as a student of 
Economics I have always f(*lt that it is om* ot the measures oi taxation 
— I find the Ifon’hle Mininter is smiling: ])erha])s he is remembering 
the old da\s of agitation 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8Y AM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: You attended 
the Sradhanand Park meeting and not 1. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But I neNer sjjoke. Y’^ou sent a 
message to the meeting. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I did not send 
any message. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 In ive never said anything 
beyond what J said on the floor of the House. In the course of my 
speech 1 laid bare the scientific side of it. I submit that even assum- 
ing that a provincial sales tax is necessary for financial reasons the 
present method of administration thereof can be to a large extent 
modified to remove the rigours ami hardships that the present Act is 
entailing on the f)eople and in order to remove such hardships, a 
revision of the present schedule of exemptions has to be undertaken. 
It has been pointed out that although food articles generally consumed 
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by the average ina^s of poor people are !«upposed to be exempted, there 
are eertain items of food which under the present schedule cannot be 
exempted like ijhte and sweeN which are also very widely used by the 
poorer sect ion 1 believe lliat tln're is room for an examination of 
such points, atid (iovernmcnt would do wtdl \o examine these points 
with a vie\\ to piovide rchet at least to the humbler section of the 
people. At the .same time in ilu‘ exemptions there may appear some 
items wliicli the (io\eritment Mould do well t»i reviw' with a view to 
find out if .such exemptions are helping people who do not fall within 
the (ategorv of the m.iss ol the poorer section. If that is tlisco\ered 
T M'ouhl siibmn th.li .1 caM‘ could be made out tor imdudiug such items 
W'ithin the j)ur\ lew of the Sales Tax, and here I talk particularly of 
confei't ionarics whxh (.in certainK be imdiided within llie ])urvle\v of 
the Sales Tax 1 do not want to take mueli time ot tlie House but I 
hope tliat tioveinmeni vMOild t.ike a dispussion.ite and scient tfic View 
of thing.s and consult eionomisis and I'ommercial men to ascertain 
w'hich piu'fK uhu items should be exenijited and which particular iliuns 
ma\ be kept on in order to help the finance.s of thi' province. 

Sir. befoie I K'sume nj\ seat I would oiiei* tnon* emjdiasijo* llie fact 
that iheie ate a gri'at man\ defects m the actual method of collection. 
The maiincT in whnh th(‘ nih‘s ate .idministeied liy diflVient authori- 
ties have got to be m‘vis»mI | bave iotind tliat in nndas.sil areas bard- 
^}np is caused )»\ bical otin i.iK who do not understand tlo' import of 
the rules. Aiid some ot them have bi'en taking recourse to 
extortionate measures on the plea of certain powers KU]»posed to be 
given to them whiih prohablv the\ are not mniiowfred to ^•xereise. 
Tlien in the name ot administration of eommeieial sales t:ix. extraneous 
faetoi.s, like the fiavmcnt to war funds and other eontributnms of 
commercial men. are also taken into account in determining the 
quaiititv of iIk* lax pavable b\ these men. ^I’here is also at the .same 
time scope toi wide pnbln itv of the exact imjmrt of the tax. I am 
afraid ijian> lionmnabb* members of this House anil ]»os.si)d\ many 
ofbcial.s also enieilaiii a very xvr-ong idea of the nafur<‘ of the (ax. Tlie 
tax is a .single-point lax: it is not a turn-over tax; ami .\et unfortunate- 
ly many jieople wlio carrx on projfag'unda against this taxation start 
witli no other comment than wliat can be passed on an as, sumption 
that it is a turn-over tax. In actual prai'tiee also the various dealers 
who do not know exactly the imsition make mistakes and they try to 
pile u]» the tax from one end to tlie oilier of the province and by this 
Pyramidal piling up the ultimate burden on Hu* actual consumer is 
increased. It the dealers projierlx know the position they wmuld 
refrain from d(»ing this. 1 hope the fJovernment will take early steps 
to see that the exact imjiort of this measure of taxation would be 
made known widely and that in the administration of the tax better 
methods be applied and real relief given to the pe<»ple where relief 
may be necessary. 
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With these words, Sir, I commend this motion of mine to the 
acceptance of the House. 

(At tills sUif^e Mr. Deputy Speaker called on the Hon'ble 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee io Rj)eak when Khan Sahih Hamiduddin 
Ahmad initiated a discussion on the utterance of the Hon’hle 
Dr. Mookerjee to Avhich (d)jection was taken hy the inemhers of the 
Opposition a few day.s ajro.) 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Ma> we, Sir, expect to 
know what is your decision on the f)hjectifmahle utterance of the 
Hon’hle the Finance Minister made the other day calling a leader of 
ourTj)arty as the leader goondas^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will give m> decision on Monday 
next. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: A\ ith regard to thi^ matter. Sir, T 
should like to make our position clear to you Sp<*aking as the Whip 
of our )»art\ we hav(* alrearly made it clear to you. Sir, that until 
Dr. Mookerjcf' makes suitahle amends oui ])ai‘1\ will not allow him to 
s|>eak in this House or, in case you decide that he should speak, we 
will ndin* from this (diamh(*r, thereby registering our protest against 
his ol)je('t ionahle nunaik. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: In that circumstance of the case I 
will give iti.N ruling to-day. if T can But you know very well that 
for the last few days I have tried my levcd best to obtain the co-opera- 
tion of the b*arleis of all ])artl<‘s in this House as well a's that of the 
members of th«* Pri^ilege Committee I have disenssed the matter in 
detail \\\i\\ tlu* leaders of the <btferent grou]>s and with th(‘ members 
of the Privilege* Committee*. 1 am sorry to tell \ ou that 1 shall have 
to take* decisions not onh with regard to the particular expression u.sed 
by Dr. ]Mook<‘rje‘e but aNo with regard to manv other obi(‘(‘tionable 
remarks made by oth<‘r members in this House in the course of the 
last few dins, and 1 have it in mind to give a general direction to the 
honourable members winch will co\er all these cases. I hope the 
Deader of the Opposition. Sir Xazimuddin, will bear me out that 
during the last few da>.s 1 have been s\ stematically trying to bring 
this matter to his notice. In view of what I have stated just now I 
hojM* Dr. Mookerjee will be allowed to proi’eed to give a reply on 
\»ehalf of (joveniment. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : As \ou have mentinneil my name 
and referred to me 1 am compellesl to say that our party has taken 
Very .sorioua exception to the remark made by the Hon^ble the Finance 
Minister. We recognise, Sir, that you have been making an attempt 
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to find out a solution of this matter. And in this connection I may 
make some sujrjr<^.stion which inav help you to solve the difficulty. I was 
hoping that it w(iuld be possible to solve the question aini(‘ably and 
to bring back a gotnl atmosphere in this House. I still hope that the f 
Finance Minister will do the right thintr aiul make a statement which 
will remove from the minds of the members of our ]uirty the idea that 
he has given offeiue to them. A> reg.iids the other points which you 
have mentioned, those are matters for which we will wait for your 
ruling which you may gi\e on Momlay next. In view of the fact 
that tile Hon’ble the Finance Minister is going to make a speech 
to-day, I would retiuest \ou to ask him and 1 would request him 
per8{)nal!^ to make a statement which will satisfy the memher.s oft. my 
party. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In that .use all that 1 can say with 

reganl to the e\|tiessi(in “th<- leader of goondii.s” is that Dr. Mookerjee 
the othei da\ made ;i . le.o in llo‘ House that lo* did not mean any 
paiftMilai mcn\ltci »d \our pait\ and 1 am son \ to tell \ou, Sir 
Na/.imudihn . tli.it c\cii I wa^ ihU given a lieaniig <iri that ]»articnlar 
da\ ! have been tMsn;.' lo find out an\ pievioiis lulmg.s on analogotl.s 
matteis If a incnibei lii mes lo* did not use a particular expres- 

sion or that lie d d noi mean aiiv inrliMilar meiii)*er fd that description 
although lo' ni.t\ I'c »los»d\ idcntitied, the onlv <’ouise that i.s ojren to 
the ( hall in that ca^c i*. to a< < «‘jit his statement I ma\ also a.sk 
Dr Mook< I ice to >t.it<‘ what . 1 ' tnallv he rmninl ;uid wliom, wlifUi he 
Utteied that e\ ]>? CN«.ion . and all that I wish to ,say is that even if 1 am 
given to iindcr'«fand th.it a paitiiular im-mher did not use lliat (*xpres- 
sion t<i nhoititv another paitnulai incmher, certanil\ 1 would liold that 
su(h e.vjiicssioiis ate oflen-'ivc, inipiojter and unparliamentary, but if 
a member dmiiCN ih.it he did not ideiitiiv aii\ j»artieular member, I am 
helples.'. If Dr. Mookeijce .so d<'sire.s 1 would rerjtie.st him to sa\ what 
he meant by the exjjie.ssmn used In Inm. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, before >ou ask Dr. MookerjcMt, 
may I just exitlain the position of the memhers on this side of the 
House!" We submit t(» your ruling that as far as jirotests from any 
individual member are concerned if the gentleman who has made (he 
offensive remark .sa\^ iliut he did not refer to any particular member, 
that member shouhl be satisfie<l with that expression. I am prepared 
to accept that. But our party has taken up the attitude that it refers 
to memhers on this .side ot the Housj*. So it is ab.sidutely a different 
thing and we maintain. Sii. that an e.vpres.smn of that kind should not 
be referred to any luernla*! of this House. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS I would like to hear Dr. Mookerjee if 
be has anything to say. 
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The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: As you have 

just now Sir, on that <lay I made it absolutely clear — at any rate 
I attempted to but I was not allowed to complete my remarks because 
there was so much shoutinjf from the Opposition benches — that I was 
not ref<*rrin^ to any particular member, and I repeat it here and now 
that I w’as ndt thinking? of any particular member of this House. 
What 1 really meant was this: that so loiijr as constitutional opposi- 
tion went on, Government hud no intention and Government must not 
interfere with tliat constitutional opposition but if thinj^s developed in 
tile province in such a way through the efforts of a member of this 
House or any one outside that elements which are anti-social in charac- 
ter were encouraffed, then Government must put its foot dowm on such 
movements, irresiK‘ctive of the quarter they emanate from. I made 
that absolutely clear. Sir, but apparently there has been some 
misunderstanding^. 1 repeat what 1 said on that occasion for your 
acceptance and for the accej>tance of the Iv^nuler of the Opposition. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope Sir Nazimuddin wdll accept 
' this. 

KhwaJaSir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. Sir, we do. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir. with 

rc'jfurd to the <lifl'erent amendments which hiive be4‘n mo\ed the first 
point whudi has b<'<*n taken U)) i*' thi'- — whetlnu the sul(‘s tax should 
have be«*n pas.s(‘d into law at all. NdW, Sn . that is a (juestion wdiifdi 
it is ditlicult for me to answer An\ nieasUK' oi taxation is unwelcome 
by the imlilic and no (Jovernment would fe(d proud to pursue a ])olicy 
W'hich would require im]iosition ot additional taxation on the p^'ople 
nt larf,*'e. With rejjrard to the remark which ha^ been made that the 
lute Finance Minister — who I find is not present in the House to-day 
— had ^iven a solemn assurance to the House that the proceeds of this 
taxation W'ould be utilised for nation-buildinp departments, I would 
like to make the position quite clear. In fact. Sir, in connection with 
a previous debate T pointed out that although the late Finance Minister 
made that declaration it was nothing? but a hoax. At that time he 
knew it fully well that there w^as a hupe deficit which the Govern- 
ment had to meet. At that time he knew fully well that it would not 
Im» possible foi the Government to run the administration without 
tapping fresh sources of revenue, and in fact. Sir, long before the 
present Ministry came intt> office, about five months before we took 
over charge, the past Government had decided that the anticipated 
deficit being what it was, it wms not possible for Government to under- 
take any new item of expenditure in the coming year and instructions 
to that effect were clearly given to all the departments of the 
Government. It is not, therefore, possible for me to answer the 
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accusation which has been broujfht as to why Mr. Suhrawaiii y 's 
assurance has not tK-en carrieii into effect. That is a fact but that is 
a stale of aft’uii> for whiili the presenf Ministry is not responsible. 
Xor wa.s it possible even for the past (iovermnent. even if it wished 
to, 1 must say in fairness, to spend anythinp for any nation-building 
department if it wanted io meet the ordinar\ nsjuirelfeenfs of the 
province. Along with that, Sir, tlie position was rendertnl more* 
difficult in view of tin* extiaordinary expemliture which the prov%ioe 
was called upon to hear in ieNp«*ct of civil defence. Taking all itenili 
together it wa^ not ])os,sible and it is not pos.sible now’ to divert a 
portion of revenm* deri\e<l from a particular tax for additiimnl expendi- 
ture on nation-building dejuiriments. ^ 

f 

,Sir. with regard to the merits (»f this tax, 1 find Madras was the 
first ju'oxinci' under the leadership of Mr. Kajagopalachariftr, the 
Congress Premier, to ha\e jiassed a Sales Tax Act in Minlras, and the 
Punjab has followed the Madras Act. But there are important 
differences between the Act tiiat is now’ in foree jxi this province and 
th(‘ Act tliat was jiassrd in Madras and fidlowed by the IVinjal) result- 
ing ill such a treiiietidous (tpp(isiti<»n somctbiiig of which we liad re«d 
in the pajicrs a f<‘w weeks .igo. In Bengal, Sir, as Dr. SnnyaJ lum 
pointed out, ours i" a single-pmnt tax; in other w'ords, one ba.s to pay 
onls ()n(<‘. A iiarticulai attob‘ ]>aHses tbrougli different siageH and 
the taMition ( ciio's onl\ at one stage. M’ltli regard to Madras or the 
Puiijal) it iiii]Mi>e> a general turn-»>V4'r tax Wluit Bengal bus done? 
It has cxcmjitcd the pMmar> lo'cessaries of jitc. The list is to be 
found in tlie schedule; whetlo'i that li^t is <*nlindv exhaustive or not 
is a matter of opinion, but locd.nig at the list as it is you find inelmbnl 
therein riio^l c»f the es-.etitial thtng.s with which the mass is (>xpect<*d 
t(' carr\ on its da\-tt>-da\ living (Di \\iiN’M\sn\ S\n^m.: What 
about cloth B id!, mill c loth is not hut handbutm is. (Dr, X\M- 
n\ksiia Sanyal : Mask's usi‘ mill cloth.) I say most of them: if 
tliere are any particular ibuiis n-ganling which exemjition should lie 
asked for, the (lovenimeitt may camsider if specific ]iropoHals are mad© 
subject of course to this that we shall have to take into acc'ounl their 
possible re])ercus.sion on the provincial revenues as a w'hole. But take 
the Madras or the Punjab Art. There is no exemption even with 
regard to the primary neces.saries of life. Even sail is not exempted 
there. Then. Sir, we liave exempted machineries, raw’ materials, 
containers, etc., that is, anything that is required in the process of 
distribution or production. There is no such exemption with ntgard 
to the other Acts. (Mr. Aiimkd Hosain: You are supporting the 
previous Mini.ster.) After all we give the person his due. That W'e 
are prepared to do when occasion aris<‘s which the Opposition is not 
prepared to do so far as we are concerned. 

We have, exempted exports. Exemption has not been granted ia 
the Madras of the Punjab Act. 
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Now, Sir, tlie question was specifically raised as regards monthly 
periodical^! The general e^mption granted under the Act is that 
newspapers will be exempted and a long drawn controversy arose as 
to whether a monthly periodical is a newspaper or not. I gave the 
matter mj l)e8t consideration and I recently passed orders that taking 
all things into consideration, particularly the definition of newspapers 
' as given in the Indian statiiies, monthly periodical should be exempt- 
edr Notification to this efiect is going to be issued in a day or two. 

The next point which was raised was with regard to appointment 
.*of officers in the dej»artment. Dr. Sanyal liud put some questions 
whicti I had answered a few weeks ago. The ai)pointments were made 
mo.'^ly on^Hhe recommendation of the Public Service Commission. I 
admit,# Sir, that when the first jfttempt was made to till up these posts 
the requisite number of (jualified ifuslims and Scheduled f’astes was 
not available and" (lovjernment had given instruction tor the recruit- 


ment <d the miniiuuiii <iuo1a of Muslim*' and S(h(*(]uled Castes in 
accordance with a sitghtly dilVerent ]>lan. Put hairing tao cases which 
d^d not ])a.s.s througii tlx* IMihlic Scrsice ('onimisMon all tin* other cases 
have passed at some stage or otlxu* through ihe Public S('rvic<‘ C'om- 
inission. Tao persons aiue std<‘c1(Ml tor tiaifinig witliout an\ retcrenee 
to th(' Public Service* ('omniissn»n h\ ni\ ]»n*de( e''''Oi . ( l)i . Nvmnm\siiv 


Sanv\l: Who w<*n* (lx* lu<-ky ]X‘o})h‘ y) I .mi not goin^ to nu'ntion 

the names. Put alien tlx* matter caiix* before the ])iesein MinistiN and 
we had before us the ohjec'tion raised by tlx* Public Si*rvice Commis- 
sion we acce])ted the reeommendation of the Public Service Commission. 
With regard to the other people appointed, although the qualifications 
were slightly altered I am not prejiared to say that they were altered 
in a manner which would, in any way. he prejudicial to the o]ieration 
of tlx' Act; tlx» original (pialiflcations were slightly modified in order 
to <*nahle otlier Musluus and S^ lx^luled (’astes to ajiplv . hut that 
chapter is now clo^ed. All tlx* appointments which should have he<ui 
made, have been made barring one and wc are now hoping fhat we 
have got the minimum stafi required for giving full effeid to the Act. 


Then, Sir, the last i>oint raised i^ with regard to tlic method of 
collection. I agree. Sir, that there is a good deal of misappreiiension 
in the mind of the public as regards the exact .scope of this Act. A 
communique was issued some time ago ex])laining what exactly was 
intended. As I have said, we deal with registered dealers only. The 
registered dealers are those who deal with Hs. annually tor 

ordinary dealers and Es. 10,00(1 for manufacturers, and those regis- 
tered dealers in their turn may sell their goods or articles to unregis- 
tered dealers or to the consumers. We levy the tax on the registered 
dealers. They in their turn pass this over, as I have said, either to 
the unregistewd dealers or to the consumers. The unregistered dealers 
in their turn may pass this over to the consumers directly. Government 
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has no means of controliing the manner in trhirh the unregistered 
dealers or the registerwl dealers reeoii|) themselves for the amount of 
tax which the registered dealers have to pay. There we liave to leave 
it to the ordinary economic forces. If an oniinary shop-keeper levies 
more ir» order to liave an exre*M> profit, imirh more thaa^wlifit he has to 
pay to the registered dealer iir to the unregistered dealer as the ease 
may he. then obviously the consumer will not go to him l»\it will to 
some other shop. It will take some time before these are adjusted. ^ I 
admit, Sir, that there was a lot t»f hanlshij) and complaint in the 
Ix'ginning. People did not exactly know the amount which was being 
realised from them in the garb of this sales tax levy.* Hut now*thing» 
have settled down and it is our hope that as time proceeds we will get 
ouFM'lves aci ustoined to this mannen of realisation. It is more or lass 
like our jietrol. When we purchase petrol it is noted down that extra 
St) iiiucli is cliarged for the extra duly and we know exactly what we 
are in for. (iov< rniuciit has not i.ssued any instructions but }M*rsonHlly 
I favour tile method which has U'cn ]>ursucd hy many dealers iu put- 
ting liowii specifically the additional antount charged on account of the 
sales tax. (Dr. Nu,in\i\sii\ S.\nyal- No, no. That is jiot so^^ 
Many of lliem do it. and tliat gives the customer an opportilnity to 
know at once that so much is the ordinary price and a few annas are 
lK*ing added on aci’ouiit of the tux As 1 have said, (lovernmeiit has 
not g’iven any instruction, ami it is not possible for (lovernmeni to 
issue any instruction but it mu.st leave (he matter to b(‘ adjusted in 
accordance with onliiiar} e<*onomic forc4*M. 

If there are any other complaints or if there arc any constructive 
8ugge.s(i{>ll.^ in ordt'r to facilitate the operation of this Aid, I shall be 
gla.l to receive them in writing and give them m> best consideration. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I would retjuc.st the 
llon’ble Minister to clarify (»ne is.nue There is some amount of 
('onfusion in the mind of the jiublic reg-arding lev\ of tin* siih's tax. Wo 
find that some .sliop-keepei.*. lev\ this tax <m .services rendered, tlint is 
to .say, tlie> charge .sale.s tax for making iiji dress art irdes-- .siiils and 
other article.s I ha\e iiad ixTsoiml rxjMTience of that. When I 
asked a shop-keeper why this was done a.s it was not a case of sale of 
goods, he saiil that the instruction of (iovern merit, was that the tux 
should be paid on the general turn-over ami since they have to pay on 
the general turn-over that is w•h^ they have got to charge the consumer 
for it. I would like to have a clarification of this point as to whether 
shop-keepers are entitled to charge on services rendered and, if not, 
I would request Government to clarify this point and issue instruction 
to the shop-keepers and .see that it is not done. 

Then there is another thing which I want to put to the Hon’ble 
Minister as he asked for constructive suggestions. If sales tax is 

18 
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realised by shop-keepers when they are not entitled to do it, there 
should be some penalty imposed or some warning should be given; 
otherwise this situation is being exploited and the ignorant public is 
being made to pay sales tax tor such goods which are not chargeable. 

The Hon’ble Dr, 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERdEE: As 1 have 

said before, Government has not issued any instruction in this matter. 
They have to rely on the ordinary economic forces, and the only advice 
which I can personally give to my honourable friend is to change his 
tailor and go to some other tailor. (Laughter.) 

Thd* motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 5,03,500 for expenditure under tlie head “L'i — Other Taxes and 
Duties” be reduced by Rs, 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha San_\al tliat the demand of 
Hs. 5,03,500 for expenditun* under the head ‘‘13 — Other Taxes and 
Duties” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon*ble ^Ir. Pramatha Nath Banerjeo that a sum 
of Its. 5,03,500 In* granted for expenditure iiioler the liead ”13 — Other 
Taxes and Duties", was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Alihr»ugh I have not got any oflicial 
{'ominunication Iroin (jovernnient , I am in a ])()siii(in to announce that 
there w’ill he a mei'ting of tlie A''semhl\ on .Monday aftt'rnoon at 3-30 
p.m. for transacting non-oftieial husim’ss. I understand that Govern- 
iiH*nt have lixed that da\ in coiivullal ion with ihe ]tari_\ leaders 

Adjournment. 

'I'lie Housi* was then ailjoiiimal al 11-10 a.m. till S-3(J a. in. on 
Monday, the 23rd March, 1042, at the Assemhl\ House, (Adcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Tuk Asskmiu-y met in iLe .\sM-nilil> llon-e, l al.uttn. on Monday, 
the 2;{rtl March. at S-MO a. in 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Spf'ukcr iMr Su i» .) vi. \i.i inns H\snfNn) in ihcdiuir, 
8 Hoii'hlc Ministers and ‘JI'J mcnihcr> 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 


Reduction of rent in Calcutta during war time. 

MSe. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will th. Il.,n hi. Ministci: 

in <djai^»-e of the .judicial Dcpaitnicnt he jdcaH-.l it, state whether the 
(iovcrnincnl <a)ntcniplate taking’- an\ steps (..i ledu.Mmn ..I imi .d the 
(alciittu pieniises till the teinunalion ci the jnesent ujii'' 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE and 
REVENUE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon»ble Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Bannerjee): Tin* (*nt<iiceinent m Culcnttu ot llie Ih-n^’-al lIoiiMe Kent 
Control Order, twiijcli apjihe.K to resnlential <'u'c<nnnio<iation ) , 

Will he considered if and when local conditions nujuire it. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Ilon’hle Mini.sler 
be pleased to explain what does he mean by local conditione? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Local coodi- 
tion.s are capable of indefinite explanation. I>ocal eonditions mean, 
particular circum.«?tance.s including the diffirullies which the (pie.stioner 
had in view ? 


Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: IXies the Hon ble Minister 
think that the.se have already arisen in the city of (’alcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; That is 
a matter of opinion. 
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Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: We want to know what 
the Hon'ble Minister means by local conditions but he has not given us 
a definite answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as my 

infonnatioii goes rents in Calcutta are in process of reduction with the 
exodus from Calcutta. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Does not the Hon’ble 
Miniater know that only poor proprietors have made a reduction and 
the rich proprietors have not made any reduction yet? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have made 
no distinction between poor proprietors and rich proprietors but if 
conditions arise 1 shall look into the question. 

Renewal of Gun licences in Kurigram, Rangpur. 

*187. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the gun licensees of the Kurigram subdivision 
in the district of Kangpur have to pay an extra amount for the renewwl 
of their gun licences? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of guns that have not yet been returned after the 
renewal of licence; and 

{ii) the reason for whicli they have not been returned ns yet? 

(c) Is not tills a sort of forced contribution against the declared 
policy of tlie (Tovernment. ? 

(</) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action be 
proposes to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): {a) No. 

(6) (i) Nil. 

(u) Does not arise. 

(c) and (</) Do not arise. 

Leave of the security prisoner Babu Ananta Kumar Dey. 


*188. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
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it is a fact that Babu Ananta Kumar I)t\v, a security prisoner in the 
Hijli Special Jail, applied for two months’ leave in order to enable him 
to realise dues to the Lakshmi Narayan ( otton Mills. Limited, from the 
dealers in cloth for which be held himself responsible as an a^ent of tha 
said Mills? 

(h) If the answer to (ot is in the afhrmative, will (he Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the leave applied for has been 
granted? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes 

(b) No leave was considered neces.sary as umlcr Bengal Security 
Prisoners Rule oo tlie security ]>risoner could execute and rep^ister 
powers of attorney inside (he jail for the proper niana^^ement of bin 
business and property. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA* TIm* prisoner in (jiiestion 
wanted leave to realise (lie dues to (lie Lakshmi .Nara\an Cotton Mills 
for cloths supjilied to dealers on his own responsibilit \ as a^^ent to the 
Lakshmi Narayan Cotton Mills, fs it not a fact that h\ the e\e('ution 
of powers of attorney tinners wanted b\ iiim cannot he done? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of the fact, 
but I will look into the matter and, if necessary, reconsider the posi- 
tion. 


Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it not a fact that the 
prisoner wrote to the Hon'hle Minister on (he Hith of Fehruar\ and 
sou^^lit an interview in order to e.xplain the matter to liim and that 
he has not pot an\ reply, even an acknowledgment of the letter from 
the Hfiu’hle Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not rememher whether 
I ever received any letter from him, hut I shall lt>ok into the mutter. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Ron ble Minister b6 
pleased to grant me an interview* so that I can explain tlie w'hole matter 
to him?* 


ThO Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am prepared to do ihat, 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answen to which were laid on the table) 

Number of gazetted posts in the Public Health Department. 

«2. Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN I : Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Tuhlic Health and Ivocal Self-Government Department be 
ideased to state — 

(a) the number of gazetted posts in the Public Health Department 
both permanent and temjmrarv; 

(/j) the fiumber of posts hehl by Muslims, Hindus and others, each 
may be shown separately ; 

(r) whether any of the j^nizetted posts in the Public Health Depart- 
ment are reserved for the Muslim community; 

((/) if so, the names of the posts so reserved; and 

(c) what steps have been taken for filling up these posts? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bte Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu). A statement furnishing the necessary information is 
laid on the Library Table. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS. With reference to the statement 
laid on the Library Table, it appears that the post of Superintendent 
of Vaccine Institute is reserved for Muslinm, but a reference has been 
made to the Public Service Gommission for the selection of a candidate. 
It is said that it is propo.se<] to reconsider the matter. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he means by this statement that 
the Goveniment is considering the desirability of doing away with the 
reservation in favour of the Muslim candidate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: That is one of the 

considerations which will be taken into account. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that out of the total number of 
permanent gazette<l post.s, i.e.. lb, l‘J are held by Hindus and 4 by 
Muhammadans and that of these four, one is the Personal Assistant 
to the Director of Publie Health wdio is a B. G. S. man? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: i am not sure 
W'hether lie is a member of the Bengal Givil Service, but if' my friend 
says so. 1 accept that. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether the posts of Superintendent. Vaccine Institute, 
and Superintendent, Vaccine Laboratory, though reserved for Muslims 
are being held by Hindus H Will the llon’ble Minister be pleasetl to 
state if suitable Muslims could not be appointed during the temporary 
period ? 

The Hon’hle Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: If my honourable 
friend will iiisist upon an answer, I shall have to give it but I W(»uld 
rather not give that answer in the interests of the jnirticulur candidates 
themselves. 

Mr, 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Iloirble Minister be pleased 
to state how long these two appointments which w'ere reserved for 
Muhammadans have been held by the Hindus? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The position is this. 
These two ajipoJiitments w(*re not reserved for Mnhammadnns when 
Uiey were held by Hindus. These two posts are held by Hindus in an 
officiating caj>acit> and u lien they were .sought to be pernuniently filled 
up, the ([Uestion arose as to whether the\ should be reserved for 
Muslims or not and the decision was taken that they should he so 
reserved, Hut after the matter was referred to the Hulilic Service 
Cfimmission certain (diservations were made hy the Pulilic Service 
Commission which necessitated u reconsiderut ion of the matter in order 
to give other suitable Muslim candidates us well as candidates of oth(*r 
communities and also th<»se who are in pennunent service Init who 
were debarred from applying in the first instance a chance to apply 
80 that tliese two key positi(»n.s miglil h(‘ filled U]) hy the best available 
candidates. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: In view of the fact that the post of 
Malaria Engineer was reser\'ed for the Muslims, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wheflier that reservation has been wdlh- 
drawn on the ground that no .suitable Muslim candidates wen* avail- 
able ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 (ould not quite 
follow the question. Will the honourable member kindly repeat his 
question ? 

M^. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hoiride Minister aware that 
there is a suljjjpient number of suitable Muslim candidates for the post 
of the Malaria Engineer, the reservation of which for the Muslim 
^community ha« been withdrawn ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is a matter 
wliich ih left to the deciKion of the Public Service Commission and not 
to the (iovernnieiit. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Are we to understand from the 
answer of the Hon’ble Minister just now given that these two posts — 
the post.s of the Superintendent, Vaccine Institute, and the Superin- 
tendent, Vaccine Jjaboratory — are practically going to be thrown open 
to candidates of all communities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is sf>, and it 
has been decided that if two non-Musliius are appointed to these post.s 
on the recommendation of the I’ublic Service (‘ommission two other 
po.sts of a suitable nature in the department should be reserved for 
MuslimN. 


Political prisoner Babu Purnananda Das Gupta. 

83. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Dejiartment be jileased to 
state — 

(/) whether Habii Purnananda Das (rupta, a jxditical prisimer in 
the New (Vntral Jail at Abpore, has been sutVering for a 
long time from su.spected tuberculosis and other ailments; 

(i7) whether some time before he was sent to the Medical College 
Hospitals for treatment ; and 

(iri) whether he was brought back to the jail before the course of 
treatment could be finished? 

(h) If the answer to («) (///) is in the athrmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereid? 

(r) Has the Hon’ble Minister received any petition from him praying 
for his transfer to the Dacca (Vntral Jail? 

((/) If so, what action he pniposes to take in the matter? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the nature of the illness the said prisoifir is suffering from 
and the present state of his health ; 

(it) the nature of the medical treatment he is receiviaig t^t present; 
and ^ 

(ill) whether he is being treated by a apecialist; if bo, by whomP-w 



QUESTIONS. 


275 


1942.] 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: y,) (h The pri.s,>Mer has 
been suffering; from pain in chest anil iniligestion for some time. 

(ii) Yes, on the Itith February, l!t40. 

{Hi) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(r) and {d) He has already been transferred to Dacea (Vntral Jail. 

(e) (/) Occasional indigestion. His health is improved no^^ . 

(u) Dietic treatment and medicine to help digestion ami to improve 
his general health. 

(in) No. 

Dfi 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEEs Will the Ilon’lde Minister 
he jileased to explain wliether pain in the che.st is a s>nip1oin and not 
an independent disease and ma\ he the .symptom of tuhereiilosis (d’ the 
lungs ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: How can J sa) fhat.'^ 

Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon Ide Minister 
be pleased to let ii,s know what di.sease was written on his medical 
ticket when he w^as sent to the Medical (Vdlege Hospital for treatment P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on (|iie.stions of 
technical knowledge it is not possible for me to give an> opinion, hut 
1 will give certain facts The prisoner was transferred to the Medical 
College Hospital twice during the last three years. During his first 
transfer he was to he operated upon and as the suspension of .sentence 
for lo days was found insufficient the period was actually extendeil to 
another one month. Hut the prisoner was not suhseijnently operated 
upon and was receivetl hack in the jail on the report of the Surgeon 
of the Medical College. The sugg€*stion of the }»risoner to the effect 
that he w’as removed hack to jail from the hospital on the pretext of 
some building operations was not therefore true. J’hat is nil the 
information I have got. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to consider the desiraiBility of getting Mr. Das Gupta examined by a 
tuberculosis expert? 

Tbf Hoii*Mt1ilr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; 1 may take it an a notice 
AXid 1 am prepared to enquire into the caae. 
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Reviewing the cases of security prisoners. 

84. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
MiniHter in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state, with 
reference to the replies given to starred qustion No. 117 on the 8th 
September, 1941, whether he has reviewed the cases of the security 
prisoners as promised by the then Home Minister? 

(6) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the result thereof? 

(c) Is it a fact that these prisoners have been in jail for the last 
ten years? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of these 
prisoners ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ( a) No review has yet been 
done, but I hope to be able to make an announcement on the subject 
shortly. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 

(d) 1. Paresli Guha. 

2. Jutindra riiakrabartti. 

3. Provat Mitra. 

4. Jihan Dhupi. 

f). Biiiuil Bhuttacharji. 

t). Niranjan Ghoshal. 

7. Jyotish Mazumdar. 

8. Surendra Dhar Chaudhuri. 

f). Satyendra Mazumdar. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to his 
answer to (r), will the Hou’hle Minister be pleased to state for how 
long has each of these prisoners been now in jail? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am reading out a state- 
ment for the information of the honourable member: — 

Paresh Chandra Guha — 

Date of conviction— 1st May, 193o. 

Date of release and re-arrest as a security prisoner — IsWApril, 

1941. 



1942 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


277 


Jatin Chakra varty — 

Date of conviction — 1st May, 

Date of re-arrest — 24th May, HMl. 

Provash Mitra — 

Date of conviction — 1st May. 1911'). 

Date of re-arrest — 8th July, 1941. 

Jihan Dhupi — 

Date of conviction under I lie Hen^^oil Suppression of Terrorist 
Outrajres Act for two \ears — 14th Fehruar>, 19do, and 
the date of conviction in the inter-jirovincial ('ons]>iraey 
case — 27th April. lihlT. 

Date of re-arrest — Kith Aujrust, 1941. 

Bimal Bhattacharva — 

Once convicted in Kt.'ht and attain in 1935. 

Date of re-arrest — 1st Sejiteinher, 1941. 

Niranjari (Ihoshal — 

Diite of conviction -- 1st May, 1935 
Date of re-arre.st — loth Octcdier, 1941. 

Jati.sh Maziniolar — 

Two convict ion.s in 1935. 

Date of re-arre.st — 13th February. 1942. 

Surendra Dhar Chaudhuri — 

Dates of conviction — 28th February. 193o and l.st Ma\, 1935. 
Date of re-arre.st — 2bth January, 1942. 

Satyen Mazunidar — 

Date of conviction — I.**! May, 1935. 

Date of re-arrest — 7th June, 1941. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hoiride Minister be pleased 
to state whether he will be able to j^ive us an appro.xiinate idea a.s to 
when that announcement is ^oiin^'’ to be made I' Here it is Htat(‘d, 
shortly; and 1 want to know whether it will be made durinpr this session 
or later. 

The Hofin^le Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I may mention that we 
have decided to set up a Tribunal and the personnel of the Tribunal 
will be announced this afternoon. 
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floods m certain parts of Tippera due to breaches in the Cumti 
Embankment. 

85. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that the people of Burichung, Debidwar and Miiradnagar 
police-stations, Tippera, are in distress owing to the floods 
caused by the Gumti embankment breaches; and 
(n) that there is a crying need for agricultural loans in those 
places ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (//) is in the affirmative, w'ill the Hon’ble 
Minister be j)leased t<) state what actions lie jiroposes to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: {(n (/) Yes, 
v/itli tlie exception of Muradnagar police-station \Oiich was not affected 
by the (luinti etnbankment breaches. 

There is no longer any distress in the Biiricliang and Debidwar 
police-stat ions. 

The following relief measures were taken in tlie affected areas: — 


Rs. 

Agricultural loan . . l.lo,22d 

(iratuitous relief ft. 271 

Paddy-husking scheme 10,285 

Test works ... ... 1,712 

{ii) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer {a) (/), 
will the H on'ble Minister be pleased to state whether Muradnagar 
police-station was affected by floods or otherwise than by breaches in 
the river embankment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have no 
information but if the honourable member so desires I can enquire 
into the matter. 

Maulvi MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the population of the Buriehang and^Debidwar 
police-stations that have been affected by floods for which Rs. 1,15,000 
has been given as agricultural loan? 
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Th« Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; That infor- 
mation I do not possess at present. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether due to annual breaches in the river embank- 
ment loss and destruction ot corps is an annual affair in those 
localities? 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 do not know 
but if the honourable member will kindly furnish me with facts 
certainly I will enquire into them. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: With regard to the latter part of 
answer {a) {i), what is tlie proof (hat there is no longer any distress in 
the Burichang and Debidwar police-stations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My know- 
ledge must necessarily have been based on a local official report. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’bie Minisjter be 
pleased to state whether he will be prepared to umlertake an enquiry 
if there is any real distres.s now nhich will become all the more keen in 
a month or so ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: If my honour- 
able friend will supply me with all data certainly 1 will make a refer- 
ence to the local officials. 

Petition about police high-handednese. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, 1 rise to 
hand over a [letition to you on the subject under discussion to-day, 
which I liiive received only this morning. The petition is addressed 
to the Hon’ble Speaker tlirough Dr. N. Sanyal, and under the Itules of 
Petition I have formally to present this. Jt refers to police high- 
handedness at Heniapukur on one Mr. Karuna Kumar ( hatterjee, son of 
late l>r. I’, ( hatterjee, i.k..s.. and brother of late Mr. Kalyun Kumar 
Chatterjee, i.c.s. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

ZS—Polioa. 

TbfHon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of 
R», 2,30,18,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “29 — 
Police”.’ 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Ks. 18,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” 
be reduced by Its. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a discus- 
sion about the Indianisation of the posts of Sergeants of Calcutta 
Police. 

I also beg to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100. The 
object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the lack of courtesy 
on the part of Sergeants of Police to the Indian public. 

I also beg to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100. The 
object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the collection of 
funds for tin* poor box maintained by Calcutta Police. 

I also beg to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100. The 
object of the motion is to raise a di.scussion about the racial discrimi- 
nation in the matt(‘r of parking of motor cars in Calcutta. 

Sir, I propose to deal with all my cui motions together. First of 
all I shall take up the que.stion of the Indianisation of the pf)sts of 
Sergeants of Calcutta Police. 

Jt i.s in(l(‘ed strange that when almost all the services under 
Government are being gradually Indianised and thrown ojien to the 
chil(lr(*n of the soil the posts of Polic(‘ Seigeants should continue to 
remain ('aitnarkol lor Hriti^her'' and a limitt'd nunihei ot Anu lo-l nrlians 
Until r«'centl^ even Anglo-Indians uere d(d)aned Irom cnti\ into thw 
service'. Hut that bat has now been remov«*d and a f(*\\ Anglo-Indians 
have, of late', lu'en taken in Tbit it is unaccountable wli\ ]u<*judice 
against Indians should jiersist in this branch of Police Se'rvice hen 
more responsible* and highe*r posts in the Colice* Department are held 
creditably by Indians. Th(*refore, we fail tf» H(‘e any reason or justi- 
fication for the delibeiate* exclusion ot Indians and the reservation of 
this siTvice as the special preserve of Furopeans. Then, there is 
another aspect of this question to which I le*el I must dra\\ attention. 
The posts of Sergeants, though non-gazetted in status, carry emolu- 
ments and allowances far in excess of the pay and emoluments of most 
of the Provincial Services. This is an anomaly which can only be 
accounted for by the fact that there is distinct di.scrimination in the 
matter of pay and emoluments as between .services open to Imliaus and 
that of Europeans. This is a legacy left to us by former Bureaucratic 
Governments which were entirely foreign in character. But it is sad 
to reflect that such discrimination .should be allowed to exist in the 
Autonomous Government of today. 

Then again, Sir, these Sergeants of Police are alloweil privileges 
and amenities which are denieil to Indians serving in the in8i>ectorate 
branch of the Police Service, Take for example the question of the 
payment of overseas pas.sage money to Sergeants. If the Government 
accepts the policy of payment of passage expen«es, I fail to see why the 
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same policy should not be made applicable to Indian Police officers, 
and the benefit of payment of the cost of fares to their homes he 
allowed to them. Now let us take the case of constables. Most of 
them, unfortunately, hail from provinces outside Benj^al. They draw, 
comparatively speaking, very poor salaries. When they go home on 
leave they have to spend practically one whole month’s salary in 
railway fares. But since they are Indians there is no sympathy and 
consideration for them. Why should there 1 k‘ a different ptdicy in 
the matter of payment of cost of travelling expenses for Indians y I 
plead for a uniformity in policy in this matter. 

Sir, the existence of a colour bar in the matter of recruitment to 
these posts is a sad commentary on a (lovernment which deigns to 
call itself “popular” and “autonomous”. I hope sense, though 
belated, w'ill yet dawn on the European element in the permanent 
executives of our (iovernmeut so as n(d to put (d)stacles to llu* removal 
of this bar if they want to prove themselves true t(j the i»reuching,s of 
the ideals of their war aim.". 

Now, Sir, 1 come to another cut motion whit'h deals with the 
behaviour of Sergeants ot the (’alculta INdice towards tlie Indian 
public. Tliese minions of law and order who are ]iaid out of public 
money and conse(jiieiill\ are the servants (d the public behave with 
Indians in a manner winch i" hardly consonant with liint relationship. 
On the other fuind they treat tlie Indians, spcudally the jioorer section, 
W’ilh sU(di lack of courtes\ as to warrant their being leimed as v(*rit- 
ahle (lesjiois And what is w<irse ^iill is that lH*n\ infnngeinejils of 
traffic and other rules Iin Indian motorists jire at once noted down for 
prosecution whereas tlu* same t\pe of offences b\ Kurop(*ans are over- 
looked and ignored. That such glaring examples of raeial disci imina- 
tion should exist even today I'* a matter of serious and grave concern 
to us all. Jaiw is supposed lo he ih) respeeter of jiersonH. But thin 
salutary* and cardinal pnnci]de of law is entirely ignore<] by British 
Sergeants of Police for we find that acts which a Britisher can commit 
with impunity an Indian cannot with»)ut Inung dragged to the law 
court. s. 

Then, again, anyone who visits friotball matches in the maidan is 
aware of the shabby manner in which the Indian crowd i.s treated by 
mounted Sergeants of the Calcutta Police. Without compunction uml 
without any hesitation whatftoever they frequently charge into crowds 
and belabour some persons. And when they have occasion to speak 
to the common people they use language and mode of address which is 
very objectionable. However poor a jierson may be he has the right 
to be pleasantly spoken to and civilly addressed by servants of the 
public. It may not be out of place to mention that the famous Gordon 
Circular which dealt with this question of civility on the part of police 
officers towards the public was greatly appreciated by everj* section 
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of the people but unfortunately the die-hard element in the services 
did not relish the policy of the then officiating Commissioner of Police 
and his pro- Indian sympathies did not receive official favour with the 
result that he was sidetracked and the circular has now become a dead 
letter, I now strongly plead for a real and effective control over these 
public servants so as to ensure that equal treatment in all respects is 
meted out to Indians and Europeans alike. 

This now brings me, Sir, to another cut motion of mine which deals 
with the (iuestion of racial discriminatiou in the matter of parking of 
motor curs. As u motorist it has been my personal experience to notice 
that places whore I have not been allowed to park may car were subse- 
quently occupied by cars of European owners and that without any 
protest whatsoever from the Sergeants. J may also mention in this 
connection that T even went to the extent of reporting one such incident 
to the Commissioner of Police. But as was expected, no action was 
taken by tlie European Commissioner of Police. I know of several such 
bitter exi)eriences of many other Indian motorists and tlierefore it is 
sad to contemplate that in our own country and under supposedly our 
own Government such glaring instances of preferential treatment to 
Europeans slnuild be calmly tolerated. 

Now, Sir, I come to the s\ibject matter of my last but not the least 
important cut motion regarding tlie maintenance ot a “l\>or Box’' by 
the Calcutta Police. 

Sir, poor boxes u.sed to be maintained in almost all Government 
departments for the purjiose of exacting conti ibutions from the public 
under official influen<*e But as a lesult (»f strong public agitation the 
Government was compelled to is.sue a circular prohibiting the main- 
tenance of an\ such fund In officials ot t iov(‘rnment . But strange to 
say tlu* Calculta Police still maintain a “Poor Box” in spite of Govern- 
ment oiib'i.s to tin* »M>ntrar\ . And contributions to this fund are 
extorted from the public under thieat of ]>rosecuti<m . Any jierson or 
inotori.st who infringes an\ traffic rule is .served with a notice to pay a 
specified amount a** donatnm to the Poor Box failing which jiro.secution 
would be launched against him. Therefoie. in order to escape unneces- 
sary harassment he has to donate the amount fixed for the purjwse by 
the Deputy Commissioner of Police. 

Sir. it may very well be argued that persons w’ho commit breaches 
of traffic or other rules .should be penali.sed to some extent by exacting 
a donation w’Uich grants him a relief from the trouble of going through 
criminal j»roceedings. It may be very well to say so. I would have 
nothing against such an opinion but for two main reasons. 

Firstly, public exchequer suffers considerable loss of revenue from 
fines which would have been realised. This loss would not have been 
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by itself objectionable if the “l*oor Box” had been a real and bond fide 
one meant for the relief of the distressed, and further if the distribution 
from the receipts of the fund hud been iiii]>artiaHy made. But it is not 
60. The entire amount {^oes to Kiiro]>ean and Anjrlo-lndiun charities 
and even tlien charities sometime^ ot doubtful character. Relations 
and dependants ot police otticers receive not a \erv insi^niificant part of 
the fund annually. 

Secondly, becaine the tund i.s devttted {o <'haritn‘s wliich rei’eive 
police jcatroiia^e there is c*Mraordinar\ zeal on tlie j»art of j)olict' ollicers 
and sergeants to haias> the motoiists e‘»]>cM’iaI!\ Indians in order to 
swell the fund. Technical bieacio's dI lau and mb's \chich in otdinaty 
cinuimstanccs would have* liec'n ovcuIooIvcmI oj let (dl with a warning are 
noted down tor desjuitch ol a j»<»st card demaiolin^ coni iihut ion ti» the 

Poor Box faihnj^’ whicli thcie is the t}iieatene<l allertiativc ol police 

colli t iiroceedjn<.js. And it is m\ ccmiicticMi that bO pei cent, ot the 

persons so threatiuied and win* ultimateli pa\ the contnhulion to the 

poor box aie Indians. It is therefore all the mole unfair and inij)ro])c‘r 
that the entire fund should be utilis(‘d tor jiationi.siup Kuro]>c-ans and 
An^do-Jndians. 

1, therefore'. ie;^"ister ni\ jnot«*sl md so much a^niinst thet mainten- 
ance ot the Poor Box as a‘»:ains{ the adniinistrat ion ot the luiid. J 
strcm^li plead for the vesting ot the tund in a rc'sprt'senlal i\ e committee 
with a non-olticial majoiit\, so that the jtrocc'eds may be stiictly 
devoted to just and jiiopcu chaiitalde jmipose.s. M> claim is further 

justilied b\ the tact that the contribution to the tund is realised at the 

co.st of pioviiicial revenue which .suffers lo.ss from iioii-iealisat ion of 
fines. 

With these woids I commend my cut motions to the ac(;ej)tan<a* of 
the House. 

Mr. HARENORA KUMAR 8UR: Sir, I bv^ to move that the 
demand for Rs. for expenditure under the head - Police” 

be reduced by Ks, 100. i’he object ol the motion is to raise a discua- 

flion about the increa.sed exjienditure and top-heavy character of the 

administration without any corre.spondiiig improvement in the tone 
and morale of the service. 

I also beg to move that the demand for Rs. 2,30,18,000 for expen- 
diture under the head ”29— Police” l>e reduced by Ks. 100. 'J’he object 
of the njotion is to raise a di.scussion about inadccjuacy of provisions 
made for the purpose of maintenance of internal security and peace 
in the country, and want of planned schemes to meet the emergency 
likely to arise on account of war conditions. 

J9 ^ 
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Sir, the policy of the Government in respect of police administra- 
tion in Bengal has been criticised every year during budget discus- 
sions under various grounds. But, Sir, these criticisms have failed to 
create the slightest impression on the Government. The policy of the 
Government of the old regime is still being vigorously pursued, some- 
times with vengeance. Sir, when the provinces of Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa formed a Lieutenant-Governor’s province, the total expenditure 
on account of the Police was a little over Ks. 46 lakhs for 1901-02. As 
a result of the recommendations of the Indian Police Commission which 
sat in 1901-02 fat-salaried posts were created at the top on the plea 
of exercising effective control and supcrA’ision of the police force and 
a reorganisation of the ]>olice force was effected. After the introduc- 
tion of Minto-Morley Reforms when the Presidency of Bengal was re- 
constituted in 1912, the actual expenditure for the year 1912-13 was 
Rs. 67,37,586. The number of superior officers was 115 including 
one Inspector-General of Police and four Deputy Inspectors-General 
of Police. The total strength of the Civil Police was 19,357. By 
superior officers I mean Inspector-General and Deputy Inspectors- 
General of Police, Superintendents, Assistant Superintendents and 
Deputy Superintendents of Police. After the introduction of Mortagu- 
Chelrnsford Reforms the actual expenditure in the year 1922-23 
amounted to Rs. 1,48,31,979. The number of 8U]>erior officers was 
141 including one Inspector-General of Police and six Deputy 
Inspectors-General of Police. The total strength of the Civil Police 
was 25,148. After the introduction of the present Reforms contained 
in the Government of India Act, 1935, the expenditure for 1937-38 was 
Rs. 2,27,69,0(10. The number of suiierior officers was 148. The total 
strength of the Civil Police was 26,543. The actual exj)€uditure for 
the year 1938-39 was Rs. 2,21,27,000, and it was Rs. 2,28,28,000 in 
the year l93!t-40. The number of superior officers was 154 including 7 
Inspector-General and Deputy Imspectors-General of Police. The 
total strength wuis 27,479 and the amount of expenditure incurred on 
this head for the year 1!>40-41 >uis Rs. 2,34,50,000. Sir, as w’e have 
marched very slowly and cautiously through different stages of reforms 
towards progressive realisation of self-government under the fostering 
care of our foreign rulers, we find that the expenditure has increased 
from about half a crore in 1902 to Rs. 2J crores in 1940. The number 
of high-salaried posts has increased gradually from 115 to 154 in 1940. 
The strength of the force has increased from 20,000 in 1912 to 30,000 
in 1940. Now, Sir, if we study the figures relating to the number of 
serious crimes, we find that the number of serious crimes has also 
greatly increased, for instance in 1912 the number of dacoities was 
201 and it is 714 in 1939. The number of riots was 581 in 1936 and it 
was 736 in the year 1939. The number of communal riots has also 
increased, particularly during the regime of the last Ministry. There 
were 4 cases of communal riots in 1937, 31 in 1938, 23 in 1939. The 
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recent riots which took place in the district of Dacca ami (he neigh- 
bouring villages are still fresh in our mind. Six(}-three villages were 
burnt to ashes. Forced conversion, looting, arson, and murder were 
the order of the day. The Police could not prevent mu' could they 
give any protection so much so that about 10. (KH) villagers had to run 
away from the villages leaving their hearth and honu* to places within 
the territory of the Maharaja of Triimra. Then, Sir, some communal 
riots occurred on the Bakr-M Day in IMd^ witlun the jurisdiction of 
the police-station Feni. In broad daylight several thousand ho(di- 
gaiis took part in the riot and the iiduriated moh in their frenr,Y 
attacked a running train and the remarks of the Dejmty Inspector- 
General of Police are that these riots had their origin in a vagne 
rumour and the riots appeare»l t(^ have been started by tleliherately 
false rumour. The origin of the rumour, however, could n<»t he traced. 
Not a single offender was hnmght tr) hook. So much for the efficiency 
of the police administration with regard to the maintenance of internal 
security and peace in the country. 

In one particular direction, however, you will Hud that the Police 
has show'll an unusual zeal, namely, in the supjiression of national 
movements ami of national organisations and in the Huccf'ssful tackling 
of the politically-minded people. 

Tin *re is one other aspect of tlie matter to which 1 would like to 
draw the attention of the House. The ajmthy and indifference of the 
Police amount to indirect enc(»urageim*nt. 1 mean, in tlic matter of 
growth of fommunalisni and coiiimunul riots. 

Then, Sir, as regards corruption, the less said the better. It some- 
times occurs to me that the number of criminal acts committed by the 
custodians of law' uml order which come within the purview of the 
provisions of the Indian Penal (ode is perhaps greater than the crimes 
actually committed by the public. But to-day the maintenance of 
internal security and peace in the country looims large in our minds. 
We are passing through a period of crisis. The i>estilencp of war has 
made its uppearance within our gates, ami w-e Ijuvc before us the 
bitter experiences ol evacuees from Burma. The reports are unanimous 
that ill Burma the goomla elements in the society carried mi their 
depredations freely and looting, plunder, robbery and stabbing followed. 
Unfortunately the Indian populations were the worst victims. This 
is the reason why the question of maintenance of internal security 
and peace to-day has become one of grave anxiety. The entire 
responsibility rests on the Government for the maintenance of internal 
peace and .swurity in the country. As the war proceeds, the goonda 
elements in the society will seize the opportune moment for carrying 
on their nefariou.s activities by taking advantage of the fact that the 
existing machinery of Government will not he able to cope aucceaa* 
fully with the situation. Sir, the Police have got in their poaseaaion 
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the lists of suspects, habitual offenders and bad characters and various' 
gangs and members of other criminal tril)es. It is for the Government 
to devise measures for keeping these elements under control. Sir, as 
the war proceeds there w'ill be dislocation of communication and 
transport and j»eoplc will have to revert to the older modes of conveyance 
which were in vogue before the railways were constructed and when 
motor cars were unknown in the countryside. Sir, we realise that the 
(iovernmeni cannot cope sucatessfully with the situation under such 
circumstances without the help and co-operation of the civil popula- 
tion. Hut tlien agairi, Sir, it is for the (jovernment to create an 
atmosphere so that at least in this mailer th(‘re may be co-operation 
between the ( loverninent and the civil jiojuilation. The village police 
system lias been neglected in the ])ast and it will have to be streng- 
thened but tlie provisions ma(b‘ in the budget do not indicate that the 
(lovernnient have n‘alised the gravity oi tin* situation. Intelligent 
projiaganda will have to be earned on troni one end of the country to 
the (dhei. just to <irganise }>eojde as sell-suj)]>ort ing units and self- 
sullici(*n( rf'puldic at bujst tor the purpose* (d niaintcMiance of internal 
secuMl> anti peact*. Hut the obsiat les ari* inan\ . Public meetings 

are prtdiildled in all districts and tin* application of the Defence of 
India Pules has become ver> freijuent The civil pojuilation must 
be tak(‘n into confidence and the Ministrs mint make their imsition 
clear. 

(Dn leaching the time-limit the honouiable mtunbiu resumed his 
seat . ) 

Mauivi ABUL H088AIN AHMED: Sir, 1 bi‘g to move that the 
demand for Ps. 2,d(), l<S,Ot)t) lor (‘Xjienditure under tin* head — 

PoIk'c” be reduced by Rs. 1(1(1. 

Deputy SjHMiker, Sir, Hon’ble Dr. Mookerjee is ab.sent today ; he is 
the life of tlu' Ministry, Dr. Mookerjeirc^ 

RTtdtfe <^'^def Minister 

Polieo adininistrationild ^ ^ 

somiptionij^ i (\)rruj)tion ^Tt, 

eorruption jrarty in powervij^ JPT I Calcutta Police 
•uggestion Ofd (7\^ (TT Sergeant 

np-country (’onstablo ^ (TT^ ^ ^ 

^ upcountry *n 

?ftf^ cstrifd 

Esplanade^ uj>-country Constable 

^ r?r | Dominion 

Status, ^ fV« 
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^ I 4^* ujM'ountry 

^ ’flf/tt '9 5^1 W 4 

C^tu^ TR I Dr. Mookorjoo vrt^. 5?^’ 

TTf^ ^ Cipher Minister, Calcutta Police TO9i -J^tfif (TT 5fvf] 

^ ^ Calcutta Policeil^ n'formation rcn Cf^ I 

SorgeantC^ uiMHUintry constahlec^^^ <rf^ r»] f?t^ 

gratuity fel'Q TO IJtfe?! f^??T n ^'-^1 sTWnI ’TJCS 

IfR I 

^*1 ^rr^w Jndmnisation of tho 

posts of Police Sergeants ’f^rs TO. ^ ]h>ngahsation 

<iTO I f%' om cTO. '4t^?rw 

cvfc^. u. P. c‘TO^ ? ^ ^ ^ I "^TOi ^5ft^tr<» ^ 

?R I Calcutta Police Jr^??J|, '^(piTPr =f^, *^(1^ (?n"t 

^ -jTOtR C’hief MinisU'r fV «F’fri ? H<»m« 

Minister, f%pt ^1 PiP« K ^ -tR ; ^TT Vpi'^fR 

TOC^ ‘^tr^T 1 ?itTO •‘fTTriT vfpf^r* I TO vq^jri?! 

I ( Laugh t4‘r. ) 

Ik'ugal Police I S TO Ihuigal Polii>« 

CTO ■ifPifc, '-tW ‘^■fP'F^J ''iP^C'f '.Ml TO I Bengal Police 

'VtPl ^ ~<':tft>( InsjHM'tor- 

General of l*oluc i)'-f»T gradual jjromolion ’•F1C4 

CTO TO 'TO*-^ ■^-'C (tU r-.T fipr 51 ^ 

^ head, C^f 'dpK»f=T ^F*fT cTO Jiroinotion 'Jt-31 ^ 

Inspector-General of IVjIicc r?] TO ^TOT contrj 

^T1 I f*pT TOR Dittii pf?:>t 

viK* ^'TO whitewash ^r<^, 'R I PR? 

Inspoctor-Cieneral of Police «<*nior i. (’. S. rri7*T I ’SiTO^ 

^C'4, t<i Police concoction i]^ y'4 fi-R rg <?f ‘»T], 

C!jtnW TO TO I fV l>'j)artraontal promotion Tl-fJ) 

C^TOT?! 31 ’®rt^TOl I *^1? conc<K’tion4^ 

^'4 wmior 1. S. C’^’f Sfks t 

‘'JPR n f c r <TO I TOfRTi *Brr!Fti:*R 

*ltf% "TO 3R ^1 I ''13 ft 

'mKJ "^rtPr tfBT ^ "1*5 ^JSf HMt'd I 

grievance, ^ f'Onior I. C. S. rvj^ 

1RI 
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c?c^ c;5^ up to os^ 

OBr*IICif«f — OT OfZ'^ I investigation TOTC^ i^fSR 

^1%r^ I Investigation administration <<1^ ( 

’Tfr#^ ra <5 ''ijfpj •ptt^'^ rAc^ c^ftRK^r * 

'‘i^ «ft<T "^irf=T Rnr f% ^i-h ^fr3 

c^^57 ^rfk?r Pn:^ (TfK 

<nrt? it? f%^^?t3r ^?tr?t'4 ?t? ?i i c? 

firf??? ’sft^, f?, 'i]?,c'tc?f ?f?r3 rc? <i]?: ao rc? 

C^'tZ^ I ^ 0 ?'>?? ?t?<, Police Administration Com- 

mittoecj ^tr<=ttb«tl TTM I CTO fet^t ; ?Tt? ?tfV3rfv=f 

^ ctrftra<^ M. L. A. ^ c^^ fc^tV ; 

^5t? C?^? <i3?t ^5T? CT?? I 'ij^ Police Adminis' 

tration (^ommittc^o? ^^r^^-CBT.irc??! fi: ^ti? v^ OT ?f5* 

CfRcirf^r^^ C? ^ ^ r3 ?], ’^rvt'K B- c. ^S, C’^tir dir<‘ct recruitmentlij 
?1 I ^U5 f%f? iT?"t rr?CF H . ^f%»f ?rfi^-f?t? 

?fC?^ f? I '^R^l unanimous ?T?f^R C? 50 per cent, of 
posts dinHft recruitmontij B. C. S. f?r^ yr? o!]?’ ?Tt? (7f^ 

promise ^rc^fk^T? I fif? rt^fft^tC^t ?r? 

(K?f? ^*77 I fpf it? 5ffsf ?r?fk^? ij?: promise 

fTOl%^?. fit? f%‘5^?fC?? f? I 73r^“tT c^? fif? ?fc?? f? 

^tf? ?1 ; C?^ ?f% fit? Cij)hor Minister ^r? ^?^«t1 ^^t?tr5 C? 

«4?fpt f??ai? TOTif ?‘t?'s ?r? I ?Tt? ^7tf^?»ft? ?c?fk??, 

CTOf f^C^l? C?^ ?ff?PlC'vi ?r?rfk^? C? 5^1 , 50 jier cent, recruitment 

B. C. S. C*^?^ 57R ; ?’?C^ honestly ^t^ 7X? ; v!}?: ?Ri WtT^t^ 

0(1^ c?rR?m 'ttr? 5jt?r rc?i ^ ?t^ 5T? i <4^ ^ ?ftw 

^ ?^C?f Ihmgal Police force .!ic?^?tr^ ^ 5t? ?!:? I 

^f?c*fc? ?c? ?f’?r5 ^(A c? 7S[^ltf?i:^9«^ 

?&RHl?t? I ^‘Sc?t<f't?T? c^ld^ c?s?i Tc? ?i ; ?? ?twt^ fk3 

TO I ?k? indejM'ndenee bt3?t? ?tr? ^?1 «rt? 

C?*t "tt?? <1t?f5 ?1 — 4 ^ A9m ft’q? I f??? Dr. Mookerjee 

f?f? ^‘ts^ A ?U5 ^ItC?? fif? ^t^* ; '®rtf 4 ?^? ?^.^ ? He is the life of the 
Cabinet ; fif? fV OTT ??tn> ^^f? | 

Dr. Mookerjee : fit? '3?T? ^.-st ^ 1 

?] CTO ^ ?ff? ist; 5^ff^. ?i ?^TO ^ <»fr;5 c?^?? <i3?; ^ 
^ ?rf? ?f? ^ if? TOt^ Ts?! ?7? <i)?t T’r3 <itc? I ch& 
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^ Bfinistryc?? stable ^TO5 fin ^^WSf reactionil? 

«RT ^ ’rCTQ ^ <1Tfi fil I ^ 7R ^ I 

{.^ c^ ^ >niT^ 

^ (?[ fi: ^ combination c^l?1 fifc^ 

C^ C^ 21 TTlr^ I 

Petition presented by Dr. Nalinaksha Banyal. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: ])r. Sanval, the jx'tition ])rc8cnl(*(l by 
you this morning' in not, I am utraid. a matter for the ('ommittee of 
Petitions, and I am thercton* unable to n'fer it to the (\>mnnttee of 
Petitions, All that I can do and want 1(» do is to hand over the 
petition to the Hon’ble the Home Minister for necessary action. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Thank you, Sir. 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

2S— Polioob 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rh. 18.000 for expen^liture under the lieud “20— -Police’’ be 

reduced by Its. 100. ’I h(* ()l)ject of tin* motion is to raise a disi’UBSion 
about the failure of police to check theft and burglaries, and increased 
bribery and corruiition in the department. 

Sir, this complaint against the police i.s as (dfl as ever. 1 will just 
point out how this is alarmingly increa.sing year after year. Sir, I 
have before me the administration rejmrt of the department both of 
Calcutta and of Bengal. I have not much time to deal with all the 
items, but I will deal with only a few items from which it will l>e 
evident how these crimes have Im'cii alarmingly increasing. 

Sir, I take up from the year 19-17 during the regime of Sir 
Nazimuddin. 

Sir, in PddT the numlier of thefts in Calcutta was 4,750 and it 
increiJed year after year till in 1940 it rose to 8,500. The number of 
burglaries in 19-17 wa.s 450 and it went up to 1,-500 in 1940. In the 
mufassal, the number of thefts in 1957 was 19,704 and it went up to 
26,797 in 1940 and the numbers of burglaries for 1957 and 1940 were 



m 


DEMAND EOR GBANTS. 


[23rd March, 


c?c^ c;5^ up to os^ 

OBr*IICif«f — OT OfZ'^ I investigation TOTC^ i^fSR 

^1%r^ I Investigation administration <<1^ ( 

’Tfr#^ ra <5 ''ijfpj •ptt^'^ rAc^ c^ftRK^r * 

'‘i^ «ft<T "^irf=T Rnr f% ^i-h ^fr3 

c^^57 ^rfk?r Pn:^ (TfK 

<nrt? it? f%^^?t3r ^?tr?t'4 ?t? ?i i c? 

firf??? ’sft^, f?, 'i]?,c'tc?f ?f?r3 rc? <i]?: ao rc? 

C^'tZ^ I ^ 0 ?'>?? ?t?<, Police Administration Com- 

mittoecj ^tr<=ttb«tl TTM I CTO fet^t ; ?Tt? ?tfV3rfv=f 

^ ctrftra<^ M. L. A. ^ c^^ fc^tV ; 

^5t? C?^? <i3?t ^5T? CT?? I 'ij^ Police Adminis' 

tration (^ommittc^o? ^^r^^-CBT.irc??! fi: ^ti? v^ OT ?f5* 

CfRcirf^r^^ C? ^ ^ r3 ?], ’^rvt'K B- c. ^S, C’^tir dir<‘ct recruitmentlij 
?1 I ^U5 f%f? iT?"t rr?CF H . ^f%»f ?rfi^-f?t? 

?fC?^ f? I '^R^l unanimous ?T?f^R C? 50 per cent, of 
posts dinHft recruitmontij B. C. S. f?r^ yr? o!]?’ ?Tt? (7f^ 

promise ^rc^fk^T? I fif? rt^fft^tC^t ?r? 

(K?f? ^*77 I fpf it? 5ffsf ?r?fk^? ij?: promise 

fTOl%^?. fit? f%‘5^?fC?? f? I 73r^“tT c^? fif? ?fc?? f? 

^tf? ?1 ; C?^ ?f% fit? Cij)hor Minister ^r? ^?^«t1 ^^t?tr5 C? 

«4?fpt f??ai? TOTif ?‘t?'s ?r? I ?Tt? ^7tf^?»ft? ?c?fk??, 

CTOf f^C^l? C?^ ?ff?PlC'vi ?r?rfk^? C? 5^1 , 50 jier cent, recruitment 

B. C. S. C*^?^ 57R ; ?’?C^ honestly ^t^ 7X? ; v!}?: ?Ri WtT^t^ 

0(1^ c?rR?m 'ttr? 5jt?r rc?i ^ ?t^ 5T? i <4^ ^ ?ftw 

^ ?^C?f Ihmgal Police force .!ic?^?tr^ ^ 5t? ?!:? I 

^f?c*fc? ?c? ?f’?r5 ^(A c? 7S[^ltf?i:^9«^ 

?&RHl?t? I ^‘Sc?t<f't?T? c^ld^ c?s?i Tc? ?i ; ?? ?twt^ fk3 

TO I ?k? indejM'ndenee bt3?t? ?tr? ^?1 «rt? 

C?*t "tt?? <1t?f5 ?1 — 4 ^ A9m ft’q? I f??? Dr. Mookerjee 

f?f? ^‘ts^ A ?U5 ^ItC?? fif? ^t^* ; '®rtf 4 ?^? ?^.^ ? He is the life of the 
Cabinet ; fif? fV OTT ??tn> ^^f? | 

Dr. Mookerjee : fit? '3?T? ^.-st ^ 1 

?] CTO ^ ?ff? ist; 5^ff^. ?i ?^TO ^ <»fr;5 c?^?? <i3?; ^ 
^ ?rf? ?f? ^ if? TOt^ Ts?! ?7? <i)?t T’r3 <itc? I ch& 
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Now, Sir, there are no two opinions about the fact that the police 
are not doinjf their duty and they are hopelessly corrupt. 

Sir, I would remind the lion ‘hie Minister in ehiirge of this jHtrtfolio 
to-day of his experience in Jlilo. The lloirhle Mr. Fardul lluq, after 
his resipnatiou fnmi tlo' Suhdivisional Magistrateship of .lumalporo 
narrated in a public* meetinj^ — I was pn‘sent in that nieetin;: — the causes 
of his resi^^nation. He o-avc* us a very inten‘''t in^^ story There was 
a Court Sub-Inspector of Ibdic'c nanu'd Kalinnublin uho uscmI to 
such notes: “('ase true, no <-luc Sd. Kalinnublin and Mr. I'a/dul 
lluq as Suhdivisional OHicer uscmI to di^nliss all the cases cun* after 
another, ^^ow, as the House knows, il there is no eonvielion, there is 
no promotion in the department — that was the order of tht* day and 
I think this is so even now. So, Mr. Fazlul llu(| n'si^ned- 1 do lud. 
know what actually hapiiened — it mi^dit be out of disj^ust or it inij.{ht 
be out of pressure. But tlie main nnison was that he used to rt'ceivc 
such notes as “case true, n(» cliu*. Sd. Kalimuddin. ' M hen 
Mr. Fazlul Hu([ asked Mr. Kalimuddin how did lu* know that the ease 
was true uhen there uas no (due. lu* could not ^ivc* a?)\ salisfac'tory 
answer. So, when Mr. Fazlul Hu«| bec'ame the Chief .Minister in lfhl< 
and such ca^es wen* brou^dil before tlu* (»ovc*rnnu‘nt, I was Uunplecl jo 
ask invscdf wh\ .Mr. Fazlul Huq was not resi^.rnin}; from his Chief 
Ministership A\ hen the cases of those persons who wer<* <b*taiiM‘d 
witlumt trial came up, history repeat<-d ilscdf and Sir Nazimuddin used 
to say “case true, no clue. Sd Nazimuddin’.’ Instead cd the si^^nature 
of Kalimuddin. tlu-re was the si^rnature of Nazimuddin. Sir Nazim- 
uddiii used to .say “such cases eaniiot be brou^^ht before* (‘ourf, but still 
it is true”, but still Mr. I''azlul Hu<| has not resi^nied. He has now 
taken the portfolio himself and hr* is (piitr* aware of thr* state of 
affairs in the dejiarl merit. I have just remiiiderl him of the ineident 
that made him resi^Mi his jmst. At the moment, I eonsidrT him t«) h& 
the most eompetent man as he was a Ma^Mstrate and as sin h know’s the 
working of tin* Ihdiee Dr'partment. I ean tell him on j^ood autlirrrity 
that the same state of thin^''s still exists m the counfrv arnl tln-re hart 
been no improvement wbat.srM*ver. 

Now, Sir, jt is hoped that (fovr-rnment will fakr* these matters in 
right earnest and see wdiat is possible for them to do. 

There i.s not rmn h timr*, but I will give one iuHtain'e Of eourse I 
can multiply instances, but I shall give only one instance and that 
in.stanre is about the bribery and corruption in the Folice Service, 
which are daily increasing. I will speak about the rifficr^r-in-rdiarge of 
Daulatpur thana. Hi.s busines.s is to satisfy high officials by raising 
subscriptions for the war fund. AV heiiever there is a jatra or a 
theatrical performance in the villages within his jurisdiction he goes 
to respectable people as soon as the performance is over and tells tbem 
that some loss has been incurred and says “Please give us some money'’. 
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In this way, Sir, he extorts money from the people. One day he 
approached me. I know, Sir, how police officers work and I have no 
respect for the police force, particularly for those who are corrupt. I 
knew that this particular police officer was very corrupt. He approached 
me and wanted some money. He told me: “You are a member of the 
Le^fislature; you are a rich man. You must make a substantial dona- 
tion.” T said: “I am a Con^fressman and so I cannot pay anything 
for the war fund. But if you want help for other good causes I can give 
you some money.” Sir, 1 did not give a single farthing to him. From 
that day on he began mischief and he was so mean and wicked that 
badindsJies, thieves and robbers thrive in the locality practically under 
his command. These police officers have a gang for themselves and in 
the countryside, taking advantage of the helpless position of the British 
administration in this country, and following the example of Burma, 
they are now going about perpetrating dacoities. You will be surprised 
to hear, Sir, that my sons with my whole family being afraid left 
Daulatpur. Immediately aftei-\^ar<ls there was a burglary there under 
the very nose of the police. Now, Sir, this must have been done by 
the friends of the thana offic(*r. As pointed out by Mr. Sur, in the 
countryside, we are living in a sense of inse(*urity. If that is so to-day 
and if these thana officers follow the exam])le of the former police we 
can well imagine the state of affairs in the count r\ side. (Tentlemen who 
came from Pnune and Mandalay in Burma had Ixaui starving for the 
lust few days 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: P)ea.se speak of Bengal. 

Mr. P. BANERJEI: Yes. Sir. They could not get anything. 
They had a lot of money with them, but whatever they had was robbed 
and they came like so many beggars. It is. therefore, time that our 
Government also slnmld take immediate steps so that a recurrence of 
«uch incidents may be st(»pped immediately. 

Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Us. 2,-10,18,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — 
Police” be reduced by Us. lOff. The object of the motion is to raise 
A discussion about controlling the cinema shows in the province. 

Sir, I may at once tell this House my view about the cinemas in 
this province. Sir, the cinemas have done greater harm to our society 
than good. (A voick: Question.) However, this is my view; the 
House may take it or not. So far as the moral and inner sides of 
our young men are <‘.onceriied, these cinemas have done irreparable harm 
to them. So far as the cinemas of cities like Calcutta are concerned, 
I do not like to deal with them, but, so far as the cinemas of the interior 
of this province are concerned, 1 should like to draw the attention of 
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my honourable friends in this House to the faet that in almost every 
fimall city in the province there are penimuent houses to attract the 
people of the rural areas. I particularly know of people who are really 
etarvinp but who come to tlie cinema every day by selling their articles 
of food, utensils and such other things, and you will be surprised to 
hear, Sir, that there are people who are i-ominj: to the cinema with 
what little they fret by poimdin^ harmless cattle of innocent men. 
You know. Sir, that by poundirijr cattle they j^et somethin^^ from the 
pound-keepers and with that mone\ , I kn<»w of particular instances, 
they attend cinemas. 

I may cite many in'^tama's as n*}^ards c inemas in j^tmenil, but I 
shall now at once come to the cinemas with n*^»'anl to (hildren. AVilh 
rejrard to cinetna and tin- children I fetd ver\ stnm^dy that some b*^»’isla- 
tion should be made by our ttovernnient pndiibitin^^ cliildrett seeing 
pictures which are meant for the adults 

Sir, a cel tain orj^^anisatitm in London is ver\ ki‘en about this matter. 
They were once alarmed at tlie ove^-^e\\ tendenc\ of .some of tin* latest 
Hollywood pictures and the\ demanded that children under 18 should 
not be allowed t(» see those pictures even when (lies were aceompnniod 
by their parents. 

In .sj>it(‘ ol the ])jirents, th<* Stale is also respoiisilile to a ^rreat extent 
for the ^''eiHU'al morale ot tlie iisin^' j.o*nmation. Sir, this is the vi<*w 
of a section ot the materialistii- people of liondon, but tlu* fun of it 
is this that spiritualistic people like us do not botlier oursidves for such 
an imjiortant matter. Any sine person will admit, Sir, that some of 
tlie llcdlywood pictures with hare le^rs and hare hacks or the ^^irls wear- 
ing small panties or some of the passionate romances whiih are over- 
sexed with darin^^ conceptions are not at all suitahle for tlie (diildren. 

Sir, it we make eiujuiries, we will at once see that the hulk of tbe 
audience in tlie clieaper seats ;ire .school-^oiin^^ children or youn^ boys 
or jrirls yet in tlieir teens. It i.s needless to state liow' tbe.se i)i(‘turo« 
affect the youn;j-er minds. Some may say that the ^^-uardiariH should 
take steps in the matter. Hut, Sir, children are always children. If 
thev are prohihited, their inquisitivmiess w'ill increase. So, s<ime kind 
of lejrislation is absedutely nece.ssary. 

It is a pity. Sir, that our Hoard of TeriHors do not bother their 
heads over such a matter — a rej^ular menace t4» our society. 

Sir, the Hmise will be jrlad to learn that while w'e are behind 

the (Haliar State has introduced a (’inemoto^'niph Act which rej^ulates 
not merely the licen.sin^'’ and controllin#f of cinemas but would also be 
responsible for (ertifyin^^^ films for public in Gwaliar State. Tbe Act 
is concerned with ( hildren alwive the a^e of 5 and below the Affe of 16 
years. Prohibition is mentioned there in the notices, handbills and 
posters advertising the show. 
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A. pTogiensWe lep^iHlatlon like this is a new thing in India. Sir, we 
are told that what Bengal thinks to-day, the rest of India thinks 
to-niorrow. But in this matter of all matters of immense social 
importance Ihuigal is^ot yet thinking. 

Sir, may we hope that the jirogressive (iovernment of the Ilon’ble 
Mr. A. K. lazlul Iluci will take up my Huggesliou in right earnest so 
that we may get a legi.slution to the effect in no time to save our young 
hopefuls from degeneration and degradation. Not only degradation, 
hut I must say that they aie on their way to annihilation, if we allow 
the cinemas of our country to go in the way that they have been going 
on up to this time. Therefore, I hope, Sir, that Government will at 
once take steps to see that by cla.s.sification a class of pictures is set 
apart for our >oung men only. If that is done, 1 am sure, we shall be 
doing a great good to our rising generation — the future hopes of our 
country. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: I beg to move that the demand of 
Us, bS,0()() under the head — Police” be reduced by Us. 100. 

The object of the moli<m is to raise a discussion about the grievances of 
the Muslims in the ('riminal Investigation Department and District 
I ntelligeuce Branch(‘s. 

Mr. Deputy Speak«‘r, Sir, in moving this ( ut motion T am to draw 
ilie attention of the House to tlie General Budget expenditure on Police 
for the \ears HKlH-dO and 1042-4d tor contrast. In the year of 10d8-d0 
under this louol the actual ^u^s 2.21.27.000 and the budget estimate 
just four years alter is 2,4S,ti2.0tl0. i.e., Us. 27.d.),000 more, which 
is undoubtedly a lurga* amount. Far from ailopting a retrenched 
measure on urgent economic basis in the top-heuv\ administration, etc., 
at this critical juncture it is being gradually increased and increased 
without paMiig any s<*riou.s consideration to it. 

Now, Sir, coming to the Criminal Investigation Department we find 
that just about Us, 17 lakhs (i.e.. Us. l(>.tF».000) have been estimated and 

for the District Executive f«*rce. Presidency Police. Superintendence and 
Special Police concenuMl we find that a huge amount of Us. 220 lakhs 
havt‘ be<‘n estimate<l in the budget for the year 1942-40. 

Sir, looking at the jiroportion of Hindus and Muslims, besides the 
Deputy Inspector-General of Police in (barge of the Intelligence 
Branch, (’riminal Inve.stigation Department, we find the figure .stands 
as follows (of course subject to ccwrection) : — 

The sendees of the 4 Superintendents of Pcdice (superior scale) on 
1,450 and less have been placed ut the disposal of the Government 
of India, Home Department, for employment in the Intelligence 
Bureau. None of them is a Muslim. Of the 4 Special Superintendenta 
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of Police, Intelligence Brandi, of the same superior scale one hajipens 
fortunately to he a Miidini. One Assistant Supeiin\vn\deut ot VoWee, 
lnteW\\?ence Branch, interior scale; he is not a Muslim. 

Comiiifr to the Ben-al I>oli,T Service^ one Ottieiatin^^ Additional 
Superintendent of Police in l)i«<trict 1 iiiellioence Branch -he is not a 
Muslim. Of 2 Depul \ Sui)ei intendeni.s of Polici* attached to the 
Intelli^i-ence Branch none is a Muslim. (){ ,s otfi< iatiii «4 Deputy Superin- 
tendents of Police attached in the Tniclii^’-cmu* Itranch none a Muslim; 
of one D.l.B. he i^ not; of one (' 1 1). he is aKo not. In the cadre of 
the 1 ii.s))ect ois oi Police, ( iiminal 1 n\ cst i^at ion ]>cj)ai tnnoU. on 
Rs. !<•» ‘inn, ot 2th onl\ 12 arc Muslim.s ami 17 mui-M U'>Iiiir'' Of 
the 2-1 I n>]>ecloi > alliii hed to the 1 niciii^^encc Branch all are non- 
Muslims without any exception; oi one J) l.B lie is not. One Inspector 
officiatin^r a.s a ]>c))Ut> SuperintiMident ot Police, 1 ntclli^*-cncc Branch; 
he is not. 01 the -1 Insj>cctors on (iefmt.ition to the I nlclliirrnce 
Bureau (Home Departimmi ), (^(•^ eminent of India, none is a Muslim. 
Of the 11 IIonorar\ Inspectors of Police on Rs. 2IH) om- j.s a 

Muslim and the ten n‘.st arc non-Mnslinis, i.c., of the total hai'ch lo 
per cent, are Muslims. 

I ra vcisi nir into the fithl ot the ( ihiilta IhdiM' in (he Dctcctivi* 
Departinciil out ot !/ In^pcrtors nnl\ 1 arc Mnslniis, m |hc Special 
lham h, out ol 17 InsjuMtois oni\ one is a Muslnn, i.c., in ('alcutlu 
Jhdicc onl\ lit per I'cnt. Muslims. 

Sir, I do riot hke to li.«\crs(- thiouj/hout the wlude reirion under the 
Iiearl “Police at thi-' sta^o- on the point Sir, there is sm h an awfully 
ifiiscrahle po-'ition ot tin Mu.slim < ominiini(_\ in such vitally important 
hranehes Can andiody (*xpeet that tliere are even a hare nnmhcr of 
Mu.slim clerks (on (iOt) and h-ssi, Suh-I iispretoi.s (27') arid h‘ss), AHsistant 
Suh-Iinspeclois and head constahles (PI ami less > constahles (24 and 
le.s.s) and servants (oO ami le^s^ under each of their ofliecs in eormedion 
with the Intelliizenee Brunch and thc»sc of the Criminal In vestipfation 
De{)artmeiit and District Int«*lli>rcnee Branch*' No. one cannot. It is 
known that in those* ofliec.s scarcely a Muslim officer trr servant of the 
department fincls an entr\ e\cn. Tlic> an* always safely kej)t out of 
the touch ver\ cautioiisl\ ami tactfully. It is further known that the 
Muslims are (related no more than Pariahs and Scheduled Castes in (hosu 
offices. IV^hy? The Mu.slim community pauses for an answer. They 
demand nothiiifr more than hare justice and e(|uitahle justice in every 
department. They do not pray for any mercy, favour or undue 
advanta^. If anyfrody says, whoever he may he either a European or 
any other non-Muslim that they, referriri;; to (he Muslim.s, are inefficient 
and incompetent, “Nonsense” I and thousand others shall at once 
thunder. Why not!*' The nation, once the most civilized nation in the 
world, brought a new era, a renaissance and helenised the major 
portions of Europe, Asia and Africa and ruled and administered for 
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BO many centuries most efficiently and creditably in the best way possible 
and practicable; they do still maintain sufficient amount of potential 
enerj^’ies td establish the kingdom of Pakisthan far less to speak of 
efficiently doing 8uch^>etty jobs and so on. 

I do not know what the HoiPble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq in charge 
of the Department will say. I do most emphatically demand from the 
Hoii’ble Minister that in spite of avoiding on some plea or other he 
himself will be pleased to declare on the platform of this House what 
course he plans to follow to redress the grievances of the Muslims in 
the afon*suid matters and will not allow anybody else to answer just as 
was done the other day on the demand for grant under “General 
Administration” when Dr. Mookefjce stepped into his shoes. 

With these remarks, Sir, I eominend the motion for the acceptance 
of the House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand of Its. 2,30,18,000 for expenditure under the 
head “20 — Police” bo reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion 
is to raise a discussion on the selection, training, equipment and 
emoluments of Civic Guards. 

Sir, in an atmosphere which we are all now throT^^n into it is 
interesting to note that the debate on the Police Budget has taken an 
entirely new turn this year from wdiat we had experience of in previous 
years. Instead of criticising the Government for having placod large 
sums of money under the head “Police” we have this year coni'entrated 
our attention on the inadequacy of arrangements in various places and 
particularly in the rural areas because we have all felt that the time 
has come when better security of life ami pro]K»rty mu.st be ensured. 
Although we on this side of the House feel that there is still a large 
scope for readjustments as between high .salaries paid to a certain 
limited number of officers at the top and low salaries paid to a large 
number of low-paid oth(‘ers and (•on.'^table.s, we think that it will not 
be a real approach to the problem if we forget the immediate needs at 
the present moment. And with that end in view I would like to draw 
th(‘ attention of the House to the iiece.^sit\ of having properly organised 
Civic Guards to supplement the activities of the ordinary police. Sir, 
w’e have known how (he Government of Bengal has planned to 
strengthen the hands of the police in the city of Calcutta and other 
dangerous areas as well a^s in some imifassal centres with the consti- 
tution of a numlK*r of organisations going by the name of Civic Guards. 
Unfortunately, however, it has been our experience that in the selection 
of these Civic Guards proper care has not been taken, as a result 
whert'of we have noticed that c*ertaiu most undesirable characters have 
been permitted to step into this organisation and, to say in one word, 
it is the general complaint that it is the scum of society that has 
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found place in the organisation oi CWlc Guards. Gom VVe mental 

moral ca\i\>re of these people I have personally ee^u the physical 
incapability of some of these men, and I must say that it has left in 
me a most depressing effect. The physique and the look of these 
Civic Guards leave me iu,^ despair as to how thoiH' men will give me 
and my faimly protection if, God fofbidding, insecurity ruins rampant. 
I would not like to indulge* in any individual examination. If it is 
necessary, I niiglit place for consideration the cu'jes of individuals 
which should he tlioroughly gone into. During the general discus- 
sion of the Budget and tlie discussion of tlie Kxtraortlinarv (Miarges at 
the time of the Supplementary Budget discussion i wanted to draw the 
aflention of the House to one or two individual gWing cases where 
the Civic Guards had attemjited to abuse their power. All these have 
been possible onl^’ because the right t\pe of men have not been select- 
ed. In the selection of this category of peoph*, category of defemlers, 
Government should be actuated with no (»ther motive, no other consi- 
deration than efheienev. We have found that young men who are 
known to be of service to the people in various ways and we have in 
the past organised volunteer corps and the like have been deliln'ralely 
kept out, and some Jo Hukmns who have either been helpful to indivi- 
dual police officials or the magistracy in certain kinds of actions which 
are not very lionourable, such men alone have be<‘n found to be suit- 
able so far. ' And even apart from that selection, vSir, I urn afraid, we 
have not Jiad any evidence (»f any arrangement f(>r g»)(>d training and 
proper equipment of these jH'rsons, for I feel that even after the sel^^c- 
tion has been done there is a good deal to do with regard to tlu* training 
of these men. But, Sir, the training is not projH'rly arrange<l. tThero 
is hardly any proper arrangement for equipjjing them either, and, 
Sir, these, men have not lK‘en given even I'ertuin elementary arms for 
protection with wliich they can protect themselvi's and tin* citizfuis, far 
less to speak of arming them witli guns and fir«‘arms to fight enemy 
infiltration. It is nece.s.Hary, Sir, to equip the Civic Guarda after they 
are properly selected and trainetl .so llial tlo-y cun lx* really useful in 
times of emergency. 

Sir, I need hardly go into the details of this equipments necessary, 
but in our country it is almost axiomatic that there should be some 
organised effort to resist hooliganism with a number of properly 
equipped resisters who may be termed Civic Guard.s or otherwise. 
While speaking on this, it occurs to me that I sbiguld draw the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister in charge to the urgency of setting up a 
mobile organisation for maintaining peace and communal harmony 
throughout the province and this organisation should be set up 
immed^tely. 'Whether this would be set up with the help of wh0t the 
Government should term as Civic Guards or Oivil Protection Com- 
mittee is what I do not want to enter into at the present moment. It 
is felt that the time has come when the Government should really 
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review the entire relationship between- the police liHd the public, and 
'4he police and the civic guard and the public. as between themselves, 
bet^e^n oi% cfmimunity and the other. ^ is understood that certain 
Bisfricl Magintrates have already applied theii^mind to a question of 
^this character and they have been thinking of setting up local mobile 
' organ isatioiih for maintaining eoml^unal harmony. And in this respect 
I take pride in staling that with the helj) the members of this Begis- 
laj^tire of the (liHtri(*t, the District Magistrate of Murshidabad has 
"'already started an organieation for maintaining pejice and internal 
eeeiiriiy an<l mainfaining eommiinal harmony. AVheqever there is any 
apprehension ol a hr/^ch <»( th<‘ peae.# i;r liny reason to feel that the 
public may be fqicling agifat#d over a (‘omniunal (|uestion, fbe Magis- 
trate ha.s late been taking tfe^' lielp yf the local influential men 

including iiit; local M.Ii.A,/b and rushing to stop tlie discontent 

immediately and as earl\ as po.ssible.-*^ Thus, witTi the help of such 
leaders of juildic opinion he ha■^ bemi able to allay public feeling to 
such an 4‘Xtent that it has-been juwsibb* for Mursbidaba|l to have now 
complete eonmiunnl bannony. I take pride in this position of 
Murshidabad^’ 1 tliint that the (Jovernnunit, either wifti tin' help pf 
Civic (Jbards Or <itlM*r organisations, can set uj) similar organisations in 
every i»art of tin* jirovinee and where local leilders might iyil (loveni- 
nient may have sindi mohibMirganisations with rrovirteial IleadcjUarlers 
at Calcutta and with pr(»l>ably 4ome of the iToli’ble Mirtieters tliem- 
eelves prepared fo eollalnuate with them in the of m^intaitiing 

"perf'iM’t jH'aee and harmony as between communities and fts against 

those rowdy elements whiih might take advantage of the pmei^ent 
eituation. 

With these words, Sir, 1 most siix'ends nrg(‘ on tin* Hon’ble 
Ministei' in charge that the (loveruineiit should ('ornc forw'arfl to revise 
the entire arrangement of Civic Guards and that botli in the selection 
as w'ell as hi fhe training and eiiuipment of these men better methods 
^ahould Ik.' immediately adojJted. 

^ Mr. W. 0. WORDSWORTH: Mr Deimty Speaker, Sir, any 
reasoned criticism of the Civic (juards must be pseful wlictbw it 
comes from outside or from inside and I thank Dr. Sanyal for raising 
the matter in debate. 1 have listened with interest to wliat he hfti 
eaid, with appreciation to some of if and I tbink it wjll contribute Ho 
good n^sults. I mfitelf Would like to offer certain observations fronj 
withitt the movement, in which 1 Lave Worked from ite bef^nning. * 

Inji resolution that has not been moved a reference is made to the 
Civi^Gil^ds in relation to the communal ratio. I do not knqyr what 
Ikat means. We tallf al! who com<f^if they look fit and likely to do 
^be work and are prt»pare4 to take ftie oath and to do hard work. We 
•do not l>glkef about any formula of 54 per cent. MtHAims Or 46 per 
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cent, Hindus ^or anything else. I say that as a District Commander 
c£ nay district I am prepared to have a guard that consistrof^a hundred 
per cent. Muslims and- a hundred per cent. Hindus and a hundred 
per cent. Anglo-Indians and a hundred i>er cent. ICuropeans and a 
hundred per cent, any one else. want citisens who are prepared 
to do the work ; it is l^ard wprk that demands no! ap much physique 
as patience, good temper endurance. 

I sf)eak from an intimate knowledge of one district and some 
knowledge of other districts. In my district, amungst 4(K) guards we 
have 2 Europeans, a liaiidfiil of Anglo-Indians, and a very largo 
iiuuiIkt of Hindus, Muslims, Indian Chrittians ami S<?heduied Castes. 
Eurojieans and Angloilndians havi^, perhaps naturally, gravitated 
towards other services and corps and many^ have gone into various 
hrtinches of the Arlny oi the 'Supply .M^rvices, a.s many Indians from 
my guard have gone. This is a iwr.soiial <»pinion, that 1 regn*t we 
liave not hinl cla.sse.s ami < (imiminities happilx as.Ho<*iated in the 
Civic (juard. . It would liavc been a good tlung, for ]>olitica] and 
oilier reasons, it we oould have liad that. Hut for .soiny reason the 
word “civic*^ in th^i'phra.se ‘M'lvic (iuatd” has <'ome to he intcVpreted 
generall\ as Indian; >et it, fs a, Civic (luard, a (luard of citizens for 
the ]»rote( ti(>n of idtizens. tVhat 1 Jknow of m\ own district may not 
apjdy t(j allw^listHct.*!, int? u hatyapplie./ to the Civii- (luard fts a serWce 
ma) iiot iqi]d\ Jo^ill services. With that re.Hervation 1 slumld like to 
say something about the t las.ses of people wh<» have not ilone muc h ho 
litdp? ‘ 

Jn our district, Ball^guhge, w'e have one retired SesaionH Judge, 
an ornament and a very hard working ornament. We have also many 
Barristers and Lawyers of all classes. But in general (»ur judges have 
not come forward and ottered thein.selves for this service; yet what a 
stimulus it wfiild have been to (’alcutta and to the Civic ytnirds had 
our 'High Cou?;t *fi^dges .sallied forth at eventide, in shortg iind shirts 
arm^d with slfbrt lathu, to do their share of protecting the citx of 
Calcutta. What a stimulu.s it would liave been to all the citizens; and 
what a profound impression it wc>uld have made upon those* who are 
the prop fcud stay b£ the Bench—l mean the criminal claiwces. 

In general I regret to say our young athletes of all kinds have not 
co)Kte into^the civic ^rvicje.s : yet they are es[M»cially suitaVde, and their 
devotion to games co^cLhave been easily ;idjvs|fd with their duties 
(jjp intereais at citizens, l^ire is plenty of lime for garnet^ for 
reri^aation; and for this work, that is so important in this time of 
emergency. It is not the games that take up time and attention 
energ5p4t^i8 the organised games^ tournaments and such like^at liaire 
kept our young athletes from coit^g forward large nunfbeft. Iti 
this time of stress we all ought to be prepaled to adjust our scale ofe 
ralues. * ^ 

20 
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Then jigain € wf)ulfl say tliis. Not many Ministers or Parliamentary 
Secretaries or ’ J^eaders of Parties have co^e forward and enrolled in 
the Civic Otmrds. There is u handful of ' elder statesmen who are 
doiiifi: their work doughtily. Among them I*' may^ mention 

Mr. Griffiths i^f this House and iljr. Mullick, Junior, and? there are one 
or two members, I Itnow, who are working lia^d to improve matters 
in their^)wn mofussil i(5entres. 

So far as my knowledlfe goes too few have joined from Govern- 
ment ^services, or rather shall 1 say from Government offices, fitira 
schools and colleges, from among journalists, and generally from among 
those i-lasses \\lnj;h direct admini>tration, tliought and ojiinion, classes 
w'hich, 1 who have all my working jears belonged to them, may con- 
veniently summarise as the' mildly depraved classes, I think they 
could have given vei> many more good men; and they are the men — 
well educated men — who could easily he leaders am6ng their kind. 
We have in Hallygunge a few guards from the Inconie-tay Department, 
making a manful efff)rt to make amends for tlie lives they lead and 
the lives they lead us. 

Then, I regret that not many of Calcutta’s millionaires have come 
forward. As a District Commander 1 say 1 should welcome them in 
my area. If any come forward J "jtroniise to put out the red carpet 
antf the brass hand, for then* much that men who have resources to 
spare could do to help a service that has very small resources. An<l 
last may I say with regret (hat students have come forward in moderate 
numbers but not in very large numbers There art* enough stii<lents 
in (’alcutta to form a magnificent (’ivic Guard. But their natural 
desire to hel]) in this \va> ha.s been impeded and retarded by political 
mlvice. In general then (’ivic (luanis, A.K.P. services and the like 
have hv con.sent among the citizens been left to the young and 

not very well to do. $ 

I claim for them that with all their imperfeolions, vith all their 
difficulties, they have .H<*rved this city well. Manyrwho joined at 
have come and gone. Some of them honestly, that is to say, students 
have fini.shed their studies and have left. Others have gone home from 
(’alcuttu with their families, and when so many have left Calcutta it 
is inevitable that many guards wull have left among them. Many 
have gone on to the Army and Suppl>’ service^ and other services that 
are helping in the common effort. Some, 1 ain^ grieved to say, have 
been seduced away or persuaded, while rpiftraining in the guard, not 
to do their duties energetically. The^e is hostile influence. Not 
everyone likes to see the civic guards, A few perhaps have already 
taken up their occupation in our slit trenches for the duration (pf the 
There are faint hearts the civic guards as among all 

classes of the city. But, on the whole, I say that they do their work 
well, witji patience and endurance, and it they ghimble they are 
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Deverthele^s clieerful. They seldom fail to turn out m their xiigrbt 
patrols. It is not a small^hiiig that Calcutta can put out^every night, 
and has put out every night for many months, from 1.200 to 1.400 mei 
for four ■'Or five hours u night as the city’s guunl. "Ufill you pleaaa 
reflect on the* dimensions of that effort? Ouards^like other people get 
tired of going on wofk aft^r week, month after month without rett, 
but they do it; they endure, they perform the duties th<‘y h a ve^ pledged 
themselves to }K*rform. On tiieir hardest |Ia\H these men. who com- 
mand no private transport and generally cannot afford even the 
simplest and c]ieaj»est public n«n sport, do morning drill, a long day 
at their own work, and turti tuH helween 7 o’clock, and S o’clock is 
the evening for .several liouis’ pairtd work m the streets. I say that 
is a great thing. 

Complaints *are heard about the guards just as guards complain 
against tlie cifizens, and these* complaints are varitsl. I have heard 
men comj)laiu that tlie guard.s are relieved from duty after midnighi. 
IVhy are tliey not on dut\ in the complete blackness after 1 o’clock, it 
lias been a<tkcd, to help incmher.s of our most select clubs find their 
way liome after dinnei ? 1 have heard guard.x grutnhle at a tJovem- 
iiient that cannrtt afford to give them all the e<pnpinent the\ liope U 
get. I .sa\ “cannot afford^’ ; 1 hope .*<0011 it will he p<»ssihle to afford 
it. It can he cold in Calcutta on a Novemln'r night without an 
overcoat. That hit of wishful thinking however i.s over for the 
pre.scut. If our guards siunetiine.s grumble it is exjutlv what thfir 
fathers, tlour uio le^ aiol their grand-fathers ilid. To grumble at 
(Government in an\ counirv is like salt to our bfxlies, a requisite U 
health. 


1 offer a tribute tf» the guanis, and in a wa> speaking for the guards, 
I offer a tribute to the very keen and capable Dcjuitv (’ommissioner of 
Police who has been put on special duty to help us. In him we hwe 
an admirable ^ulde <|iid helper, a man who has a gift for getting o* 
with people. Adm^tedly there is confusion. Thezx* is eniulatioa 
between the A.R.P. services, the civic guard services, fire services aad 
so ou. "We have not \(*i cleared up how these different service* am 
related to one another in the warrant of precedeme. There is alwaya 
emulation anumg the .nervice.s; whether the civic guard is aiarc 
importunl than the A.R.P. worker and whether the A.R.P. workrr it 
more important than a ^e-watcher, and the like. I do not suppoae k 
IS ueces.sarv to find an auswer ti> the.se questions, but these are the 
things that are talked about. ^ 

With many handicaps the guards are doing good work, an^ m 
paying them my poor tribute of <admiration and in paying those wh# 
are helping us my piKir tribute ofcigratitude, I regret that for T(*iismwi 
beyond my , control what^l say about them io-day will not be read ii 
my own paper. 
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Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
ain pot moving my motion, but I will refer* to a verj’ sorrowful and 
grim incident, namely, police excesses in village Narayanpur in polioe- 
. station Gangarampur in the subdivision of Balurghat in Dinajpur. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL. On a point of order, Sir. I 
want to* know on what motion my friend is speaking. If be is 
speaking on a motion it murft be either on the general motion of the 
Hon'bleni^hief Minister, which also* relates to the general issue or he 
muat confine himself to anv one of the motions that have been moved. 
He is a very shrewd lawyer, Sir, and he will no doubt keep |]i 4 jpiself 
within the limits of the rules. (Laughter. ) , 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. He will speak generally. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 am doing so, Sir (Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanyai: AV’hy not move your motion ^ Come to our 
aide temjKoarily. ) (Laughter. ) Sir, every humble member of the 
Progressive C(uilition Party, as an essential component part of the 
present Government, has to share some responsibility with the Council 
of Ministers and also own an explanation to the peo])le for the various 
Efjts of omission and (commission of the Government. 

Sir, I refer to the incident with tins hope that some remedy will 
be given to the suffering people of that village. Sir, this incident took 
place over a matter, namel\ , a general diary entry at the instance of 
the local zxunindar at the police-station in respec t of cutting away some 
bamboos from the zemindar’s khas land. In such cases generally the 
iiub-iiisj>ect(}r or the (»fficer-in-churge advises the complainant to seek 
for remedy in tlie criminal court, but in this case, Sir, unlike other 
caties the police officer went to the locality and wanted to take for- 
cible possession of the bamboos from the compound of private persons, 
and there was some altercation. There were no male members 
preaent then. The female members refused to allow the police to take 
away those bamboos from the private compound on the plea that the 
bamlH)os were not cut from the khas land of the zemindar, but were cut 
from their own land. 

Tlw Hwi’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: .l^Iay I rise on a point 

of order, Sir? I understand that the matter is suh judice. 

V 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: I will not refer to the casol' I 
will only refer to the incident of the police excesses. 

f I? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: As that is a matter pending before a 
court, I hope, Mr. Kundu, you will not refer to it. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUMOU; Sir, 1 will not refer to it. I 
will only refer to the later incident, namely, what the police did under 
the garb of an attachment proclamation for attaching the movahfea of 
those wjio were absconding. I will refer to cases where properties were 
attached of persons who were not absc'onding, who were already 
arrested and who were not even in the contemplation of the pt)lice of 
being arrested in connexion with the f(»rmer incident and who were 
never proceeded against up till now. The matter I am referring to is 
not really sub judive. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I don’t understand your point about 
the attachment of propertx. That is a matter for the court. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: What I want to refer to is 

this, h(»w foi th(‘ wrongs, alleged nrongs, done by one, two or three 
or some individual.-*, mass oppression is being (bme by the police. 
Tliat re(inire> some r<‘med\ . It ma> be asked 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May 1 point out that 

the lif)nourable member is making a full stutenuMit and then ho aaya 
that l»e is not goi)ig to nder to that^ 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 am not referring to the case 
that IS aitiiall\ belore the eourt. I am referring to other ineidentB. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: M> lx uiourabh* friend is drawing 
atleiiiiori to tlu' p<di(e e\(e*s(‘s on]\ and not to such matleis that may 
b<' tlic siilijert mattei of di scuvsioti in tlie court. Sir, we wtiijld liko 
to liave this direct lefeience to tlx- natuje ol tlie police opjiression. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Tliat is not a matter before the 
courj . 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Wlten did it take place? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: It took place in the month of 
January last. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: During the regime of the present 
Ministry ? 

^Mf, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Yes. After receiving infor- 
mation about these case.s aixi vjMiting the havoc perMonally, T sent a 
wire consisting ot 7U words to the Hon ’hie Mr, Prariialha Nath 
Banerji^ and the Hon hie Mr. ShaitiBoddin Ahmed for placing the 
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j^inatt'er before the Hoii’ble Chief Minister who is also the Home 
Minister. J want to formally place this matter before the House so 
Uiat^ we may go out anti say that we did our best. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the excess ? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: On receiving information, I 
went to the locality and visited about 2b houses and got statements 
from those j)ersons: I was not only shocked at what I saw there, but 
I tljougbt if war horrors could more sbo(*king tlian wliat T saw 
there in the village! (jovernment fufjctioiianes seem to have 
abdicated and the (ioonda itaj prevaib^d. Ihilice, zemindar’s men and 
its 8U|>]iorters in tin* villages may be desrrilM'd a^ licensed criminals 
and ro])be(l the villagers oi all they liad. Tb<>\ liave taken away all 
the urnanmnts and eu^h by iligging the floors and walls of tlie houses. 
j^Iundered mustard seed-., pa<ld> , rice, ut4‘nsils (Dr. Nalin^ksiiv 
\i. : Most atro(‘i<*us !), etc., damaged many iHtusehold effects aiid 

crops and taken away lanterns, umluellas. elntlis, goats, cows and 
hulloekN. They molested and assaulte(l womenfolk oi the village. 
One of them wont to the polloe-^tation tor lodging first information 
report which the oflieer r(*fii'*(‘<l to n‘eord. One Xendu Sarkar of 
village .Io\ delijiiir who ha^- a gun ami is lH*lj)ing tlie j)oli(e and the 
leiiiindai’s men in this alioeious looting !*« alleg(*d to have u^ed In^ 
j^un t(> threaten womentolk b\ jKuntin^ it at thi*m and {‘veii b\ pre^Ning 
tihe muz/h’ of the gun mi (hen (du‘-'i. 

(Al thin stage, tlie r<‘<l liglit wa^ <m t 

i^ir, ma\ 1 hn\e a minute or two moiey 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ye. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Tlie> lid not allow tlie women- 
folk. (diililren and other inmatt*- to oocup\ ,ind u>e Oi(*ir houses wlio 
were enmjielled to pas" da^S^ and mg}it> in the dreary winter season 
nnder the o])en sk> 1 made* house-to-liouM* \i'«it. took down short 
statements from thos«* suffeiei'. 1 cannot describe what pitiful lives 
they are leading While making th«*ir statements in elioked voice, 
they were falling at our feet enqinring if those articles w'ould be 
recovered and if there would bt* .m end to their miseries. Some of 
them buisi into tears as tlie\ were iiariating their sorrowTul tale. The 
climax reached wlien two or three wiunen told me how they were even 
clipped oil their cloths and beaten in one case in the presence of 
police. One woman was dragged out from her bouse by a policeman 
who caught hold of her liair. After 1 had returned I met the District 
Magistrate of Dinajpur and 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat. ) 
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Ht, %\BHATH BAMERiIEEs vSir, 1 wanted to move my motion 
No. 11, l)iit it lins been passed over in mv absence. 1 would therefore 
like to speak on the subject. 

Sir, about these watchers and the Intellijfence Brancli year in and 
year out criticism^ liave been levelled in this House. As lonp as Sir 
Xaziinuddin wa> in chnrpe of the Home Department, there was no hope 
of any hearin^^ or of any redress. Now, let us see whether there is any 
chance of any remed> . Onl_\ in the hope that there will bo some 
I'hanpfe, T am venturir»^> to make some comments and observations 
to-da\ , as we know that the Hon’ble Mr Fazliil Hu(|, tlie Chief 
Minister, also liohK tlie porftolio of the Home Department. 

Mr, 8YED ABDUL MAJID: He was also the Chief Minister in 
the last (]lo\ eminent 

Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Yes. but not llie Home Minister. 
Ite^raidiiifr the I nlclli^'-enre Ib'anch, I do not uant to take miK'h time 
of tilt* Hmi^c 1 \tould iinh likt* to sa\ that lh«*n* is buk oi intelli- 
^»*en( e. M’hen Sii Naziniuddin Ma^ there, 1 \\.\s arr<*st(‘d, bein^»' mis- 
laktMi a^ Mr. Somn.ith Lahin W’lien I conijilained to him, nothing 
hajipenetl ami I \\av det.unetl ioi about 4 or o hours, ille^'iilh in the 
tliana Ailt*! all. the <l(‘pai t m(‘nt tluoi^dit llo‘se thinjrs happt‘n in a 
bi^ aftaii likt* thl^ But I would like to s))eak about watflii*!** What 
wat< h do ihe> do. I don’t know In front of m\ house. e\«‘r\ morniuff, 
evening:, noon ami ni^'-ht. not les^ than fotu watchers are sitting- all the 
time I think the ^v^tem which wav intro<luced b\ Sir Naziniinldin is 
still theie 1 ajipeal to the new H(»me Minister to clian;re it 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: N the vv^tem vi,]} iherey 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: V es. 1 am drawino tin* attention 

of the H on’Ide Minister to < h.mjre it. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will he hai.Ke it ? 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: i ho]>e so, hut I would request my 
friend not to interrui»t me like this. 

Sir, I do not know what wn)rk these watcliers do, Kven when I 
corm* to the Ass«*mhl\, I them prowliujar round this Assemhlv Housie, 
Even when I out witli m^ wife arid other memliers of my familv to 
the Botanical fiarden or tlie lake or cinema whirh occasions are very 
few durinj? the year, at least twf> (»f them f<dlow u« and lliev are there 
all the time, I mtist luinestlv say that the> are very tenac ious. When 
I am tired and take a ri< kshaw and the rir kshaw-puller starts running, 
the watchers also start running. In order that T may not he arrested 
by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, I ask the 
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rick.shaw inau not to go fa.st, so that the watchers may not be killed 
or run over by some motor-car. That is the position at present. There 
is no doubt that they are tenacious. But the difficulty is that these 
men are half-educated and therefore they do not understand the 
difference between a trade dispute or a strike and any other matter. 
W hen myself or my friends go into the labour area to enquire into 
genuine grievances such as dismissal or non-i)aymeut of wages or even 
comjH'iisation in the ca.se of accidents, wlienever any man w’ith a clean 
dress goes into the labour area — this also concerns the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of lialiour — these watcliers report and our friends 
are either detained or externed or interned in some out-of-tlie-way 
place. That is the exi>erience that we have been having for the last 
five .\ears. Now, let us hoi>e tliat there will he some change. If the 
watchers are to he then' to watch our movements, of course we do not 
mind that. We get bodyguards witliout j)a_\ing f(»r lliem. That is 
gofnl. But let th<*m he intelligent men. educated men. who know some- 
thing about the trade union movement or tin* movpm(‘nt in whi('h we are 
interested such as f’oiig^ress or Mu>lim League or Hindu Mahasava. 
lA*t them not h<* illiterate or s«‘mi-liierate If tlie\ are literate, then 
they can watcli and under^laml what is going on For instance, if 
any worker comes to my house, and go(‘s out, tlien imm(*diat(‘ly the 
watchers follow him ami start (juestioning him and other men in the 
localit\ about him. Tin* workers are thu^ ‘^ca^ed awa\. Fnless tliey 
are ver^ hold, tlie> <lo not (’ome a second lime Whenever wa* go into 
the labour area or talk v\ith an\hod\ oi sit in an> house or take tea 
in any sho]», the watchers will go and start ernss-oxamining them and 
tlius scare away those people. I do not know what is the number of 
watchers in the d(*j)artnn*nl . At least, foui watihers are (*mj)lo>ed to 
watch my movements Then* are man\ labour workers, ('ongress 
workers and others who were sujiposed to he or <'onsiden*d to la* persou.s 
belonging to subversive organisation by Sir Xazlmuddin. 1 do not 
know whether the Ilon’hle (’hiei Minist(‘r also ('onsidt*rs them to be sub- 
versive still. But I would request him to review the whole situation 
and to look into it. though he is a busy man. I would like to draw 
his alleiitioii to another fact which happeneil on the 20th Marcli and 
in wdiii'li, 1 think, tlie Deputy Speaker him.self is a little interested, 
because the incident happened at Khulna. There w'e tried to organise 
a conference under the auspices of the Friends of the Soviet I nion. 
Bubu Franiatha Bhaumik, the organiser of this conference, who is, I 
think, well known to the Deputy S|>eaker, and many member.s (»f thi.9 
Iloust* and several otliers, such as members of the District Students^ 
Federation, tlie Secretary of the Miuiii lpal Defence Council — all these 
persons were arrested on the 20th under the Defence of India Rules, 
and they have not been given any hail and probably they will not be 
given bail until the confer<*nce is over. I wrould draw* the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister to this state of things. 
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^AULVI ABDUL WANED : Deputy Speaker 

^vit?r T5t^ ®3n ^f^i:?f5ri ^ 

’ifr^ m cm 3 # ^) y\^^n wry\ c<ifr^ 

Ftft 4^r ^^rfV^fV;? <tf%Tfill5 cm (?T^ 

T5 (7)^ ^ coTf' fmrf^T^*? i 

^PtTNl 3)3 m — "m C^ 3 TtfV^f^- 7 T :)ffctmi 3^^5 

c^^tC'f litc^ c^of(.<j 'Tfoir^r 45jr ^r.®f ^rc^ 'mi 

C^ ^ ’F???715r^<. 'Jl 5t^ (y^Pi "SJ^T 'HtT^ jpf I 


Pro? ^ r?i. >3^ 5T >ircTvi 3 B. c. s. ?5W5ftr^ (Trsuiii 

^7 CW^ 4^*'5mf^ cfl^f (77^ ^TT? ^TljV^ftlT^ ^' < tg|>t ^ t '®rt^, pT, 

OTH t’*ri CS^ ^'TTfe^R 4^* ( 7 T^ C^ ^fC^TI '^[^‘’(3 m fe ' ^ 
I (j)rot<‘st- frivfn ^vfj) f^vm TO I ’m wfft 

— 4 ^ tpp.vf :rr;) 4^171 :j>i?l vpi WiJ[l> VZ^ (,tj s^rwtl 77 ) 

mfe 3)1 ( mi ^pfCcfiR TOI 4 l 7 fc^. 3 f 5 yi — 

tr ^3 m*! 31 ?. Mm ^ — mi mc 5 T?^ 

nv. c- mrc 3 Bfr? trwr minr 

Pn;r? fmt^r c; ?toim frf^ fsjTTn^t 4 ?: ^<ife- 

■s^?^ TjtMft? f^w:rf 2 r^<n ?1 m'ft> C?t? m 3 t ?1 ’^\WVf 

TO< Pfc?r. 5 M ? -Mf^i m' c? cm mi Sm 

m?n^ 4 ?' itm ^r 5^3 MjfmF c? cm -mtTm m?i ’4 
mi rc5^. 'cr^3 ‘^.'^ mi^ c? G^tc? cM^ I ’mr? r? '■mi 4^ 
w c? ''imRiR? Tm?) c? mtFT‘’t c^?i tot iinfe. mm ' ?r*tf 

mtMT^ m m ; fm rm rm m^t m^r TRt*ff? ct^ Mi'-m 

cm TOTt? 'sn^j, m m'^'fi 5.JTT. ^jTr 5 totr »m 

mi mfem Rfcuc^i tr^3''t:’=»^ ?srm 
mi m 3 ) 7 $“ I Tfc?^ mt? rirmi c? 4 fr >imf 

4^^ C? yiTOF C? mrrf ;^ — Tfm 

C? m=T mi ?fTOr%?R, c?^ C^'f 4^S mf3i ?rci5!? 3^1 \ r,v\f (TTC^t 
mi I mr? m ?^toi “mt? cmiM mm f^Rri?" 1 4 ^ 
mr? cmtm mi 3 f^ mi c^iJmft 4 ¥fe 

3rvfi 3r5jc3 m I 'mm 43 ^ totgfi c? fiRTmTc*^ tott^ r¥ ^fcrar r 
31 ?? I ^tcr? m ?«;?? mn m4" ferapr 1 mv mn *?< 

CS®' TOT OW TOU 4 J?TnR | 55 31 ^* 3 !il mm ?PR Iji:* 5 f' ^ TOTOFT i 

m m* mi c 5 i?fc=rf 5 m? totcim i 3 mf *(3 0*131 *r»T, 
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?r^.'5 '41^ (Wf PnrsTii ?r:?, 

osTfsf g’4-*ftsrr?n tfT'j; '!ff%T 2prt*t 

’*r»mr-!f rnr ^ •si^-sre rm jfpnrt?! 5f4*4iT ^ CT^tlr^i CTsttc^ 

”*rfr^ '*TfTS' I 

Dr, ABOUL MOTALEB MALIK : Tot^ T:irp^^ ! ^fUS 

c^l"t %T ; ^fz utw ^i =jM5tw ^‘Tt 

Win I nj zi ’jrft \ 

tprt‘t <r^ 5T^ b'O excess ex|jenditurei] 

<i)^* rnru^ r>r^ 3?^ 

wm ^in I <ii^ c^ w:5<^ 317 ^=^ ^Ftr^ c*ft^ 

ztm^ i — ‘JTf% 

■^irf^c?rrT ^vh. 56'ijTOT rtfipiT5T ^^•■7 c^ r> 

(wfru j c^'s^i rc<r%rT) 

^ffTtOTnr ^] rprfe rr^. bi^ 

TO 'IJT^ occupy I 'Tf? TO ^ \frv -pff^srt^ 

'3tC^ 'i?-? ^ I 

^ TO ^srtrsi. CTO^l I HKi bVrf (TTrT, s^t^fT -3^’ 

^5tr*?^ f^^f^'diT Tto ^TO) 'dtr^r^ . ^ 

^•TTff rro?.'**^ ^^7:7 ) ttc^t irr^ 1 fr? TO I^to 

OT’f frfjTTT rni r^fn>; i ;f|77. ■r^’T t^tttTitt 

f5»Prn. 'iiTJT ^Ttf'T vf^:■^v ^ri^TO •'TO 1 ^^•'^'; cTO, 

C'ffC^T 'i3TO ^ CTO CTO 

CTO=TI '-ft^ CTO^ CTf’^II^^ -^FTO^T C-T-r^ r^rn^ '^7f^ (yr^,v S'-tfri rs^ifTT 

^ "Its^t TOH “ITO Tto to i]^* (?r TOTC!; 5 ‘rTO 3 I 

TtC?! ^^•Vi r(?!lf^r^ <71 ^n^T <7ftTO C-K^ I i3 f^TO C^^TO 
'3 ^fe*fTO TrtfVc^TO ’P-^n CTO ■^TOT TOTO nr Cl TO '^fTOPT 

fiTTi^rrr nr ^rrm fro 'ijr^r 

rvfc^ fiTIcr ^rfTO TOTO Sft^, ^ ^TWI r^r 1 emergency 

work ^^firro TO TOC^ ^ f^ C^TO vr,J\j:^, nj ^TOTO 1 

^fTO TO r?r, ^pp.-TTTO TOP cr?i cTOi^ ^ i ^ 

-evacucoH ^ C'^ ^C^TC^. ilW CTOP tf^TOP ^ttfe 'TOTO 

totot ^'STfTO c^"t i TOrrro crot 
<f^^rt' 5 fTaK^ ^ ^TO, ^ 3 TTO lil^R CTO TOTI ^ TO 

TOl TOtITO PfTOi^ ^fTTO<^' rv TOI ^TO 5 ! 

Civic GuardjJ^ ^«n ^r3 CTOf TOT^ <71 I TO 

f^rf<f 5 T 3 ? »nTO Prri totf to, TO o^ ^rotro (?A 
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I rrr ^ c^s?! i ^c't ^ ^ 

1 •3?t^5n Ttf^ "Sl’tt^ ^ Malay ?»TC5T — 'srtt^ 

Government Civil population/:?^’ free us»o of fjuna ! 

<^■*11^ 'i) ^<1 r? fiT I 3TTS Civic Ouanlj3? ^jQ^R f*r*n 

C^, <il^R CTR tT:* ;if>, ^ 5 T ^RTtr^ ^!5 JTtt ni ^ 

r^. urrcn 'nRlnpR z ?ri m ft i /?t? 

c^ ?itft, a ^s^Tt^s <?rt*T ?!??] ft I ^rft ^rvn] 

^ i;trr=fG ftf»F? 

evacuees r^ =TC^ ^PtC 5 ^rp] r‘^'‘>rTO‘ — 

^u\ >rf;i; cn'^c*T j)n‘ferentiai 

treatment I Euro|H*an ladies. ' 3 t<r’t^ AngUelndian 

ladies Officers’ \mv(»s. Euro|K‘anN. Anglo-Indmns 'jp?: 

Indiuns/T'"'? l 

Mr, KAMAL KRI8NA ROY : J)i‘puty S|M‘aker, Sir, 'dftt^'T ?n[ 

vf^ « 7 f< rJi 7 ^ 1 . ry\t 'Rr-ffFTfTr 

TtfirRT ^'dT^s az w ftft^ 

TO TOT V^ Cb'<'< I J'? 5 ^rT 5 tt I Cl Tier 

‘pfes — TO ?'''T^. nr\^ . ifftt^TO nrt^ TO to?' 

Tf-T? -Trr.r<r TOTO TO- C::p — ft^'ft'i' f.n^, 

nftCi T'-’ . '^tr-TT-f? '-TdTO'TO. "tTO TO C'V TO TO 

^ I 'dfTOK ^JrirtbTO? ?‘tfr-t. TObTO? ^ffr^. ^r? Jj'.l^f'*;? sTtf?-.?! 

TOTii C'lr^ "'ey r?; ?i c^ CTOtft^ 5 'TOdr.i c''?) njTR 

r*r<. ‘ 5 rt<p. Tots 'd'ts Tto^ c'^^'d 

"dPTOf? ftfT^ ?ffrr.t? ^^77 ^/.r^ vf< rjTtrvr TO‘f. ^-r^. 'TOiY 4Wl. 

TO’^C? TOT^T '^TO? . .‘:^ ^ft^rrwT ^^(0 T%f iivnilKT 

^00 ?i"f'^Tl Jr?C5 ?T^. T7< -rtTf^TJ? -^T^ift (.n TO rKT' ?rF5 

TO. TH T? CT^ I TO, ijs" ft:? C?^*T TO? ^T) ! "^ft TO-i'nr 

srfftiTOTO ' 3 Rr?t? c? 4 ^ ''^mTOT? TOTO. TOTtTO ?TO ?ft >TrTT"TO 
frft TOTR ?RrT ^ tITO^ Rtft C? TOT? ’^PTO? ftfej TOR 

CTOJ ■Jjfrssn TO toP?, cr ?n^ ??■? I '^■to to^ '-s^ toto. toti- 
5 Tot to to^ ft ? ^P?n PTrE^'f? cr i. o. :to rot 

TO cb'fftro ’fro c^fTTRi P? Tfr'^f? ft i 'dP^r? c? "fTO 

?P 3 TTO TO, '^f=rt R CTOJ cTOTl ^TTO^ Tr?T, TOir«^? ?!pTOR 
■{^ i)?T ■nfePTO WT -TO^ 4^ TO ?fTO cr^s^n giTOR I 

^ ft 5 t:?t OTft fro, *R OTftt errv ?n err^ 
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^ "Itw I ^5T?n ^ to i 

T5tC^ C*(^ ‘olc.'T^ ^®Rt5t^ ^ I C4l*( 

I ^ ?nr Iffm ^ *TOt^mr l Case record 

^ f^rni 'TfSl "W TTT I ^fif (il^ftC^ ^ constructive suggestion 

OT (TT ^ I (?J C^ 'art?r 

Case record TO ’SI ^ ^TO, record TOlii 

C^ ^l?T, 3m C^[tm 3m TO 

I VI CS^CV CTtV V5fTf Case CW record <fV1 Vi r?! I dopartmentij 

CV TO? 31 CiV<f TO3 TO IJlTV, VTO 

tpro m-TO'tft trfi^vv tof vTOTf^rsi to i v^rfcOT 

•ttf? VTO ^T VI TO ^1 31 CW C^TO^'tft 

tjfsfetvisfv 'JTvr;:nwv vnrvfv ^ vs'vi rv i •^Vfv imi 3^3^^ TO 

TO TO I v^vfv cv ’wn vuv^ TOtv vw TO v’w 1 "Vf%TO 

TOTTTO. TOTO 31 f^’TO ^ TO TOF.? I ilV TOC? vf- 

TO vtm^ vrv r/.flTO fvv TOl^ 1 ii^r TO? 'Vf^, iiv TOtV 
TOT? Civi(t Guards. Civic Guard WTS TOtV TO TOT? TOW ^'<| | 

cTO TO cv jqTO TOTVmv rv, TO V'TTOW "TO^mv ^ 4VV1V TOT 

Civil Guard8>£lV V^f5 TO I Civil (luardsilV vn?V TO TO TOVl .a?" '«ttV?t 
cTO m^3tv I 

“<?F VTV, ’’sVW! CV31 C'fTOtV, TOPT] evil Guard 
WTTOF TOFT V^rm^ TOPF Stoi Vl3 T’ 

•K # V ' 

Civic Cluard VTO V3T V'TO 3m rtvniitmentijv TOTTV, training 
^tCV. 3tTW culture VI ’^TTOV ^vfv TO^D 'TOTOTO TOV ilCVi:? CV 

Civil Guards, Civil Vl r^V evil Guard rc<TT? I S^TV) VtT3V ^vfi 

’«rTTOFTi ^rvr;v toto i frow vfpt. vv view tot? fro 
VVTOV !rft^ WTOV I TO3V VtWPT W TO TO TO TO^ TOV CTOl 
CVI^ 'A] vfvi TOtl5tV ®l3ltbt< TOT. TO TOW VWtV SVtV TO I 

C3vfv 'jfW f%3tT"4 4^ VTO CTOtVlV !JTO TO-H VtVl CVfTO C^^H:?, 3TV1 

V3^ ^vfbf’i '®i3ifi>tv VTO, TOrpT3 fro^ vwtv esn TO i vfivrtww ^vtfv 
v?[v ^jrvi vm^fw *v^4 ^ fro v3t v3t ctopt Swtiv, bmrrw 

CTO vtTO rv, C3Vfv VTOTO ^V1 •ttft TOV VtWH ^ 
^fwt CW ^ CW ! 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : Sir, I am well «ware that 
DO (liseussioii of the auiiual budget cau be said to be oomplete without 
a sweeping and an all-round denunciation of the police, the Police 
Depurtmeut aud the officers^ of the Police Department, particularly, tlie 
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Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, the Inspector-General of Police and 
tbet unfortunate creature called the Minister in char^ye of Home 
Department. Sir, these criticisms aWit police and jxdic.'o administra- 
tion have been jroinjr on ever since the dawn of jKditical sense in this 
country and a bip literature has jrt^)wn up on this subject. But I am 
not afraid of meeting these allejrations because I find that in the replies 
that have been given to these charges by Memlvers of the Executive 
Council and Ministers from time to time there is a tre<isure of well- 
informed and succinct criticisms of the remarks that are levelled against 
the police, which I hope will stand in g<H>d stead to me to-day. 
Particubirly, Sir, I find that during the last four years when practicxilly 
oil these charges were brought up against the ixdice in this very House 
my esteemed predec'essor Sir Nazimuddin in the cxuirse of replies to 
these debates has left tor me a treasure house of inf<»rination and a 
detailed and well-informed criticism of the manner in which charges 
are thoughtlessly levelled against the i)olice. The speeches of Sir 
Nazimuddin on Police Budget debate are the specimens of thorough- 
ness, directncs.N and precision of language to wliich I do not venture 
to lay any claim. I will humbly refer to his replies as my replies on 
the present occ^i.sion, and I do not pretend tliat I will lie able to 
impiH)ve on what be has s;iid in answer to these very allegations. 1 
will humbh aci'ept his language as mine, his replies «s mine, and 1 
will take shelter under the manner in which he has met these criticisms, 
and 1 will humbly request, particularly the Muslim members to my 
left, to refer to tho.«.e delxitpH and to take light and inspiration from 
the utterances of their esteemed l«ider. Now, Sir, I am coining to 
some of the allegations in detail. Sir, although the critirisins of the 
police and the Police Department are almo.st monotonous 4»nd kicking 
in variety, it is ple<i.sant to note that those very members who are now 
the loudest in their coinphiints against the police used to walk very 
meekly like lamb.s into the Government lobby in support of the jwlice 
when charges used to be levelled against them during tlie last four 
years. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What about those who used 
to opi>ose and now go meekly ? 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am consistent, because 
I am opposing all the motions during the last five years. (Laughter.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I criticised neither him nor his Government nor his 
policy. My criticism was directed entirely to the sergeants, their 
equipment and the manner in which they behave with the Indian 
public and in regard to the collection of fund to the poor box which is 
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spent for European and Anjrlo-Indkn charities. I confine my remarks 
only to these points, and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will take note of 
this. 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will take up my friend’s 
crilicisms while I will come to (hat particular motion. Now, Sir, 
Mr. Moliammed Ali’s motion No. 2 is alwut Indianisation of the posts 
of sergeants of the (klciitta Police. It there is any reason for complaint 
I only want to point out that I am now dealing with the sins of 
geuemtions of Home Ministers and Home Members, and it is not 
possible for me to Indiani.se in one single night a branch, a responsible 
branch of public .service. The (question ot amalganmtion of the cadre 
of sergeants with that of sub-inspectors has been considered in the 
past in order to admit Indians to tliis combined cadre, but this has not 
hitherto lieen found possible. <hie rea.son amongst others is that a 
compiut IkkIv of Kuropean .sergeants in CalcutUi or elsewhere gives a 
sense ot secmrity to the various sections of the Iinlian (vomraunity 
particularly in times of communal distre.ss. Kuropean sergeants are 
also considered to be very useful where the fwilice liave to deal with 
Europeans and other non-lndian nationalities. It is interesting to 
note that the province of Rombay which decided to stop the recruit- 
ment of serge^ints in 1939 has resumed it now owing to the conditions 
created by the war. 

Now, Sir, coining to motion No 4 of m_\ friend Mr. Moliammed 
Ali I can only say that the accuxition is so very vague that it is not 
possible for me to deal with it unless specific (vises are cited, but I c^in 
admit that cases do arise in which members of tlie police force are 
found to be lacking in a sense of (‘ourtesy and (ivility to the public. 
Whenever specific crises are brought to the notice of the Commissioner 
of Police, 1 am authorised to sviy, altlumgh I (*annot go into details, 
that these cui.ses are always very carefully enquired into and (Khan 
Bahadur Mohammed Ali: “Question.”) if there is the slightest 
suspicion of lack of courtesy on the part of the jiolice. although there 
may not be materials for prosecution in (’ourt, the officer concerned is 
dejiartiiientally dealt with. 

I now come, Sir, to motion No. o of my esteemed friend Khan 
Bahadur Mohammed Ali. That is about the (ollection of funds for 
the poor box maintained by the Calcutta Police. A poor box fund has 
been started by the Calcutta Police with the object to provide relief to 
the needy and the distre<48ed in Calcutta. The fund is administered 
by the Commissioner of Police and the Deputy C'ommissioner of Police, 
Head(|uarters, and is audited each year by the Accountant-General, 
Bengal. The receipts of the fund consist of voliintarj* contributions 
made by the public, charges realised by police for keeping in their 
custody the properties made over to them by the carters, etc., when 
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ttey are unable to find out the owners thereof and iM»nirihution made by 
contractors for erecting stamk on the maidan. (Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali : Voluntary or under tbreat ot j)ri»secution.) This is 
an accusation to which I shall give no reply, but I can assure the 
honourable member that I will bring tins to the notice of Uie Com- 
missioner of Police and if there is any room for improvement in the 
administration of this fund I can assure him that the (\unmissioner 
of Police will immediately take necessary steps. 

I now come to motion No. 3 of Mr. Huremlra Kumar Sur. Thia 
is a comprehensive (*harge, and 1 wish to put tietore tlie House the 
additional dutie> that have been impoM‘d on the indice who.se number 
has been increased for duties connecteil witli tlie jtrt‘sent emergent 
.situation, and the jiulne are being supplemented by voluntary 
organisations. The additional duties imposed on the judice are briefly 
these — 

<1) Prevention of diMtrder due to apprehended general unrest. 

(2) Protection ut factories and workshoj>s engaged on work of 
national imjtortance. 

Protection of oil installations, jjetnd depots, idectric power 
stations, aerodromes, wireless stations, ])ort, docks, etc. 

(4) Relief of tnaips emplo\ed lor guarding vulneruhle jioinls. 

(')) Protect KUi of railway bridges and post and telegraph offices. 

(fi) Prevention of infiltration of fiftli cidumnists. 

(7) Intelligence system on the political and general ai'tivities. 

(5) (’ommandeering (»f m(»tor vehicles and motor drivers in 

(’alcuttu. 

(9) Aids to movement of traffic during hlack-outs. 

(10) Control of civil populatiou on panic, evacuation from cities, 

etc. 

(11) Duties in connection with lighting restriction, A. R. 1*. and 

other (’ivil Defence purjKise. 

Now as regards the extent to which p(dice are being supplemented, 
Civic Guard organisations have heeu set uj^ in Calciitta and mufassal 
districts; their principal functions are — 

(j) to a.ssist the regular police, and 

iu) to work in close touch with A. R. P. organisations in maintain- 
ing and enforcing order during hlack-outs and air raid 
alarms. The number of civic guards enrolled up to the 
1st February, 1942, was o,4(Ki in (‘ahutta and 8,519 in 
mufassal districts. 
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Besidefl these there are special conetables and the assistance of 
flpecial constables may also be counted ujion in times of an emergrencj'. 
This is a very useful voluntary organisation and the members are 
enrolled under the Police Acts. 

I now come to motion No. G of my friend Mr. Sur. Here, Sir, I 
may say that the charge of the increased expenditure and top-heavy 
character of the administration without any corresponding improve- 
ment, etc., is rather vague, and although I admit that there is room 
for criticism on this score, it is not possible for me to give a detailed 
reply. ^ 

Then I come to the motion moved by my friend Mr. Abul Hosain 
Ahmed about police administration. Kir, here again the charges are 
extremely vague. When the honourable member was delivering his 
speech, I could not follow what he thought. It possibly consisted of 
personal remarks on me, but so far as the police are concerned, it is 
difficult for me, as I have said, to give a reply to a gtoieral statement 
of the character as 1 notice in the cut motion that has been tabled. 

Now, Sir, I come to m> friend Mr. P. Ruiierji’s motion No. S. 
Here again the accusation is (»f a general (diaracter. Failure of police 
to check thefts and burghines is one of the usual charges, but 1 would 
ask the honourable member to remember that it is not pnissihle for the 
police to he able to defect all thefts and burglaries in the province 
All that they can claim t(» do is t(» do their best and to discharge their 
duty to the Wst of their ahility and power. I was reminded of one 
incident to which I referred in one of my speeches, hut that kind of 
police officers is fast dis4ipp«\nng. We are having a better chiss of 
police officers who are very reliable, trustworthy and honest. 

Then, Kir, I tsmie to my friend.s Mr. Kerajul Islam and Dr. Abdul 
Motaleb Malik, both of whom have raised the point about 
cinemas. I have not much to say on this jioint, but I wish to state 
for the information of the House how this department is working. 
Before films are certified as suitable for public exhibition, they are 
examined by a Provincial Board as provided under section 7 { 1 ) of the 
Cinematograph Act. Films certified by one Provincial Board may he 
examined by other Provincial Boards under section 7 ( 4 ) of the Act. 
Only filma certified by a Board aa suitable for public exhibition can be 
exhibited. 

Again, certified films can be exhibited only in places licensed under 
eection 3 of the Act under certain conditions. These conditions 
adequately provide for fire precautions, overcrowding, ventilation, film 
storage and appointment of qualified operators. The proprietors of 
cinema houses are also to adhere strictly to all building or other 
regulations imposed by the municipal by-laws or any other law for the 
time being in force. The licensing authorities have been advised not 
to issue licenses for cinema i>erformances in any building in close 
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ph)iinuty to any place of worship. Government are further opposed 
to construction of cinema houses in rmdential quarters and bustee areas. 

I now come to my friend Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz, motion No. 12. 
Sir, I have listened wdth some interest to the .statement made by my 
friend about the paucity of Muslims in the Oimiual Investigation 
Department and District Intelligence Branches. There is no doubt 
that the representation of Muslims in these departments is very 
inadequate, but it must be remembered that the number of Muslims in 
the Criminal Investigation Department depend on the fact that no 
direct recruitment i.s made to the Criminal Investigutiiui Department 
or the District Intelligence Branch. Tht*se are manned by transfer 
from the general cadre. The communal ratio rules are not expected 
to apply to the Criminal Investigation Department and District 
Intelligence Branches becau.se these are manned by men belonging to 
the general cadre. At the .same time I realise tliat strict attention 
should be ])aid to the maintenance as far as possible (»f the cdinnnmal 
ratio, and to this extent I promise to look into the matter and to see 
if steps can be taken without impairing the efficiency of the services to 
secure an udecpiate representation of the members of my community. 

Sir, I now come to motion No. 13 moved by my friend 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. Here I am rather nervous and whenever I 
happen to see any motion that is brought before the House hv my 
friend Dr. Sanyal I am very anxious to deal with it and try to meet 
him as much as possible. As regards civic guarde, my friend knows 
more than I do the manner in which enrolments are made. Application 
for enrolment as a member of the civic guanl is made to the (froup 
Commander of the area within which the applicant resides. The Group 
Commander after giving an interview to the candidate forwards the 
application to the Commissioner of Police in f’alcutta or the District 
Magistrate outside Calcutta. The District Magistrate or the Commis- 
sioner of Police, a.s the case may he may, in his discretion, refuse or 
accept any particular recommendation for nomination l<» civic guard. 

Civic guards are givtm instructions in drill an<l physical training 
by the staff of the Special Armed Force under the close supervision of 
the Armed Inspector, They are made acquainted with their powers 
and privileges by Court Inspectors and C'ourt Sub- Inspectors. The 
assistance of '‘Buchanan trained” iuslructors is also utilised for giving 
physical training to members of the civic guard, (’are is taken to train 
the officers so that they may in their turn become instructors. 

The civic guard organisation is a voluntary one and is ojwn to all 
persons irrespective of caste and creed. The service in the civic guard 
is ordinarily unpaid. The Provincial Government may however 
determine the allowance for expenses to be paid to members of the orrie 
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guard when called out on duty. The strength of the guards including 
officers enrolled up to the Ist of February 1942 was 5,406 in Calcutta 
and 8,519 in the districts. 

Sanction has been accorded to the grant of allowances at the rate 
of Re. 1 a day for the officers and annas 6 a day for the members when 
called out on duty for more than two hours in a day. The allowance 
will be increased to annas 12 a day to each civic guard when called out 
on duty during air raids, irrespective of the duration of duty. 

Officers ])rovide their own uniform. Members are provided with 
one pair of shorts, one shirt and one topee at the cost of Government. 
Badges and brassards are also provided at the c(»st of Governnient. 

Sir, I may mention that proposal', are being j)repared for the 
reorganisation of the civic guards which will include considerations of 
their training allowances, their increase of uniform charges and employ- 
ment of Buchanan trained men as adjutants to district commanders. 

Now, my friend Dr. Sanyal has asked me to consider the question 
of the revision of the method of selection of civic guards. He says that 
undesirable persons are sometimes seh^cted. It is i>ossible. As regards 
the revision, as the matter is of very great public importance, I would 
earnestly re(|uest my friend to let me have some suggestions as to how 
he wants me to proceed. I am quite willing to collaborate with him 
and find out whether there are any means |)ossihh‘ for revision of the 
methfxl of enrolment and for iiistrui'tions to be given to tiiese civic 
guards in order that they may be really useful in limes of emergenev. 
Now, Sir, my friend, Dr. Sanyal, has also asked me to take stej)^ for 
the organisation of a eoiiimittee t(» maintain communal j>eace and 
hurmonv. It is a very imjiorlant subject even in normal times and at 
all times, and it is of s(>ecial importaiKM* at a time like this when we 
are all faced witii u common danger. 1 may mention to this House 
that the oommittee for the promotion and maintenance of communal 
harmony is one of the main planks in our jmlitical platform, and it is 
one of the most important items in our programme. We hope we will 
be able t(» take steps to organise tlii-. eommitlee in tin* very near future, 
and when we really set ourselves to take up (he task, I sincerely hope 
my friends will give us their sugveslions. 'i'liey ^^ill he consulted and 
consulted for the purjiose of giving us light and instruction as to how 
to proceed wdth work of such national importam e, and we shall certainly 
try to work on the basis of the instructions given. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What alxmt arming the civic 
guards and about their equipments? 

Tht HOfl’bIt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a question about 
which it is not quite possible for me to say anything definite now 
because it trenches upon the powers and the privileges of the military. 
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I'hiB matter is being considered, but up till now we have not received 
any satisfactory response. I realise that a large numl>er of unarmed 
civic guards in times of stress and emergency may bewme practically 
useless for pur])oses for which they are intended. We are in negotiation 
with the military authorities; I am not in a |H)siti()n at the present 
moment to say Imu tiie negotiation^ will end. hut we will do our very 
best in the matter. 

As regards my friend Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu I sny nothing. 
The case will he tried in court and at the pro.senl momeiil if I were to 
say anything. I would he interfering with free a<lministration of 
justice. After the cjise is over, it tliere is anything whiidi should be 
considered by (Government, tlie honourable member may rest assured 
that w’e will take steps to bring facts to the notice of the authorities 
wlio have to disil with such matters and that steps will he taken to give 
redress, if redress is actually required. 

I do not wish to lake up the time of the llou.se liy entering into a 
detailed discussion of the <uher ixiints that have been raistnl. Tn the 
year 19d7 when a violent attack was ma<le on the Police Department, 
I made a statement to this House that 1 could sav from fiersonal 
knowledge that the moniile of the isdice force had considerably improved 
and that the ixdice force at the prc.sent time in Hengal are a much 
moic im[)roved IkkIv of pu])lic servants than that they used to lie in the 
jiast The reason is that at the present moment educ<ited men are 
taking .service in the Police DefKirtment and that the pressure (d’ public 
opinion and various otliei causes have introtluced reforms which it 
would lie iin jiossihle for (iovernment U» introduce. After all, a man's 
moral filire iind moral inclinations arc tlie best sategiiards agninat 
an\ thing which is in viidaiion of the rules of law or of so(‘i(‘t\. I liope 
ami trust that honourable memlMTs of this House, while doing their 
very lie.si to bring to light any deliiKjuem-v on the jiart of the police, 
w'ill also comhine with the authorities in improving the morale of the 
police force and in improving tlie manner in which they have been 
discliarging their dutie.s which, in many raises, it is ditficult U) di«- 
ckarge. In their criticisms they shouhl remem l>er that the best way to 
bring aliout reforms is to temper criticisms with the just appreciatioB 
of the good wcirk they have alway.s l>eeri callerl ii[>on U» do After all, 
they are our countrymen and they deserve our .sympathy. And I can 
only conclude wdth the desire to discuss this matter in the A.s»emhly 
not merely from the point of view of an appreciation of the importance 
of the Police Department but aW> from the point of view of the foot 
that it is the duty of the Government not merely to nee that the police 
force is efficient, honest and dependable hut also to see that far from 
being a protection to the people the police force must not become a 
regular nuisance a.s they formerly used to l>e. I hope the House will 
not accept the motions for reduction in the Police gmnt, but will 
accept my main demand. 
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The motion of Eban Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand ol 
Bs. 2,30,18,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and a division taken with the follow- 
ing result: — 


AYEI— 50. 


AN«I Aili, BMiMt m. 

AMil Nail. Mr. Mlria. 

AMal Hakim Vikramparl, Haaivi Hi. 

AMal HamW. Mr. A. M. 

AMal UtH ■inrai, Maalvl. 

AMal Mftalak Malik, Dr. 

AMaHa-al Makmaai, Hr. 

AMar Rakmaa. Kkaa lafcaiar A. r. M. 
AMar RaMkii Makamai. Mr. 

Akiar Ratkaai, Maalvl Mi. 

AMai IkakMi, Maalvl Mi. 

Akal Haikim, Maalvl. 

ANI Naiala Akrnai. Mr. 

Akmai All Mrlika. Maalvl. 

Akmai NaMla, Mr. 

AaM Namala Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 
iaaarjM, Mr. Ilkaatk. 

•aaarll. Mr. P. 

Dai, Raka Raikaaalk. 

Dai Rapla, Dr. 4. M. 

••Ma. Mr. Dklraaira Hatk. 

Dalai, Mr. Haraaira Natk. 

Datia, Mr. lakamar. 

fMlal Qaailr, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

failar Rakauui, Hr. (Mfmaailaik). 


•apta, Mr. iag nk Rkaaira. 

Haiiaiila Okaaikarl, Maalvl. 

Namliaiila Akmai, Kkaa taMk. 

Haixaiiia Akami, Maalvl (TIppara). 

Haiti, Mr. Nikaaia Rakarl. 

HaalraMia Akkaai, Maalvl. 

Hakammai All, Kkaa Rakaiar. 

Hakammai lirail, Maalvl. 

Hakammai lliilgaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Dr. Ipai. 
Makarjl, Hr. Dklraaira Narajaa. 

Makkarjaa, Hr. R. 

Hafckarji, Or. Ikarat Okaaira. 

Mallkk, kriiat Aikataik. 

Naiarailak, Naarakraia K. 

NarimuMla Kkwaja Sir, K. C. 1 . E. 

Rap, Hr. Kamalkriikaa. 

Rap, Hr. KIraa laakar. 
lakaka-Alam, Mr. ipai. 
iaapal, Dr. NaHaakika. 
laa<Rapla, Mra. Nallla. 

•aralal tilam, Mr. 

Ikakakaiila. Mr. Kkvaia, e. R. E. 

lakraararip, Mr. N. I. 
lav. Hr. Naraaira Kamar. 

Taiat Ali Okaaikarp, Hr. 


NOEI~104. 


Akial Natl, Hr. Hla. 

ARM Nakaam, Hr. (Kkalaa). 

Akial Nakim, Maalvl (HpmaaalHk)- 
Akial Kaiar, Hr. (anai Lai Maak). 

Akial HaHi, Maalvl (Hpmaaalatk). 

ANal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

Akial Wakai. Maalvl. 

Akiar Raitak, Maalvl. 

Aka Naaaala larkar, MaatvL 
Akal rail, Mr. Mi. 

AlMMi AN laapatparl, Kkaa Rakaiar Haalaaa. 
Akmai Kkaa, Hr. Ipai. 

Amlaallak, Kkaa laMk MaalvL 
Aalmaiila Akami, Hr. 

Aakar AH, Maalvl. 

•airaiiala. Hr. Ipai. 

•aaarlaa. IN Naa*Ma Mr. fraiMtka Natk 
Raaarll, Hr. latpa Pripa. 
tarat All, Hr. Hi. 

•araHi, Raka Pramkarl. 

RaraM, Hr. Paapattt 

Rarmaa, tN Naa'Ma Mr. Upaaira Natk. 

Raaa, tka Naa*kla Hr. laalaak Kaamr. 
Rkammik, Dr. R aklaia Rkaaira. 

RIavaa, Raka Lakakml Rarapaa. 

RlMvaa, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Rlwaa, Hr. l a raa ir a NaML 
Rkakrakartp, Raka Naraaira Rarapaa. 
Rkippaaiala, Hr.'i. W. 

Mart, Mr. l! A. 


Oaa, Ral laklk Aaakal Okaaira. 

Oaa. Ral laklk KIrll Rkaaaa. 

Oaa, Hr. Haamakaa. 

Oaa Rapla, Raka Kkagaaira Natk. 

Daa Rapta, Irilat Naraaira Ralk. 

Datta Rapta, Hlaa MlriL 
Datta Haaamiar, Hr. NIkaraaia. 

Eikar, Mr. Upaairaaalk. 

Emiaial Nagaa, KaxL 

Paital Nag. tka Naa'Ma Hr. A. K. 

Rlaaaiila Akami, Hr. 

Ralam Rakkaal Akamaiai, Maalvl. 

Ralam larwar Naaaalai, Hr. Ikak Ipai. 

Raraag, Mr. Damkar Magk. 
tpaaaMla Akmai Okaaikarp, AlkaiJ. 

NaMNIIak, tka Naa*kla Navak Rakaiar K.. at 
Daaaa. 

Naaaa AN Okaaikarp, Hr. Ipai. 

Naakam AN Kkaa, Tka Naa*kla Kkaa Rakaiar 
HaalvL 

Naalaa Harakai, Mra.. H. R. E. 

NalamaHp Jamaiar, Kkaa laMk HaalvL 
NIrtial. Mr. H. A. P. 

Mrla Akmai Hta, Maalvl. 
iaaak AN Ha|amiar. Haahrl. 

Raiam AN Hlrva, laMkaaia Kaaraa iak Ipai. 
Raamr, Hr. Alai Rkaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. MakNka Hatk. 

LalirL Raka Aalwtaak. 

MaPkanaa, Hr. P. 
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AMI, Br. MmtM K««tr. 

Mtlaaiar. Bn. Ntauiprivt. 

BmM, Br. A«ntt Ul. 

BmM, Br. tMk« Miart. 

BiMlal, Br. Ural ChMira. 

Baaial. Br.iaftl Maaira. 

Baaaal, Br. Jaf aaira Natk. 

Baaial. Br. Nriakaa Fraiaa. 

Baairanaaiaa lilaaiakarii, Baalaaa M. 
Baikal HoMaia, Br. 

BaMn All. Br. M. 

Baakarjaa. Tka Haa'kia Dr. lyaataaratak. 
Bargaa. Br. Q.. 0. 1. C. 

Baiaaiaiai Hag. Baaial Bl. 

Bakaaimal Altai, Kkaa lakakar Baahrl lyak. 
Bakaaiaiak Ikraklai, Baatai. 

Bakaaimak lalalaitfi, Kkaa Bakakar Baatai. 
Bakarlaa, Br. Tarakaatk, B. B. E. 
Batlafawul Nagaa, Br. lyak. 

Bailata All Oaaraa. Baalai. 

Naikar, Br. Naai Okaakra. 

Naaikar AH. Br. tyak. 
f attiagar. Br. B. U. 


BrtMMlk, Br. Ttrlajaii a raa. 
Bakaiaai. Kkaa Bakaiar A. B. L. 
KaaMtaBBa AkaMk, Br. 

Kay, Br. Dkaaaajay. 

Ray, KaMrak Bkaakra, Rai BakaBar. 
Ray. Br. BaaaMika Natk. 

Ray, Br. Batiraai. 
takarakkia AkMak. Br. 

•airakkla Akauk. NaJI. 
taaaaltak. Or. 

laayal, Br. laaaaka lakkar. 
taa. Br. Alai Okaakra. 
laa. Br. DMraakra Natk. 
laa, kagatk Okaakra, Rai Bakakar. 
ikakakali, Br. 

•kaaiaakkia AkaMk Kkaakkar, Br. 
lirkar, Baka LItta Baaka. 

Stark, Br. A. F. 

WaUar Rakaiaa. Baatai. 

Walkar. Br. k. R. 

Warkiwartk, Br. W. 0.. 0. 1. 1. 
Yaaaat Biria. 
laaiaa, Br. A. B. A. 


Th(^ Aye'* Iteiii^' '»{) the X<h*n 104, the motion wan lont. 


The motion of Mr Ilareudra Kuiimr Sur that the demaml of 
R.s. 2,30,18,00(1 for expenditure under the head “29— Police he reduced 
by Its. 100 Wii.s then put and lost. 

The motion of Khun Ilahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 
R.**. 2,30,1 8, fM)0 for exjienditure under the head “29 — Police” he reduceil 
by R."*. 100 was then put and hvst. 

The motion of Klmn Bahadur Mohamme<l Ali that the demand of 
Rs. 2,30,18,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” bo 
reduced by Rs. 100 wa.s (hen put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur tluit the demand of 
Rs. 2,30,1 8, (K)0 for expenditure umler the head ”29 — P<dice” bo 
reduced by Rs. KK) wa.s then put and lo.st. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali tluit the demand of 
Rs. 2,30,18,000 for expenditure under (he head “29 -Pidir e” he reduood 
by Rs. 100 w^s then put and lost. 

The RKition of Mr. P. Banerji (hat the demniid of Rs. 2,30,18,000 
for expenditure under the head “29 — Poliee” lie reduce<l by R.s. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. .Serajul Islam (Imt the demand of Hs. 2,30,18,000 
for expenditure under the head “29 — Ihdice” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Mirisa Alwlul Hafiz that the demand of 
Rs. 2,30,18,000 for expenditure under the bead “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and loit. 
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The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 2,30,18,000 for expenditure under the head ‘*29 — Police*’ be 
reduced hy Rs. 100 wa.s then put and lo^t. 

The motion of Mr. Ahul ITosain Ahmed tliat the demand of 
Rs. 2,30,18,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be 
reduced hy Rs. lOt) was then put and lost. 

The motion of the lIoiiTde Mr. A. K. Pazliil Huq that a sum of 
Rs. 2,30,18,000 he ^^ranted for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” 
was then put and a^^reed to. 

The llou.He wa.s tlien adjourned at 11-37 a.m. till 3-30 j).in. 


(Afternoon Session.) 

The .'ihermmn session met in ihe AsHemhly House at 3-30 p.m. 


Non-offlcial Resolution. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think there was a reasonable dis- 
cussion on the resolution of Mr. Sat\a])ri\a llanerjee the othe?’ day 
and there is no neetvssity foi further discussion The Hoirhlc Minister 
in charjfe will now frive a repl> 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: Sir, in rising' to explain 
the (io\ eminent p<»sition rejrardinjr the issues that ha\e Ikmui raised, 
I think 1 C4in cunfidentl> assert that the.se issiie.s are of fundamental 
imt>ort4inc(‘ both trom the |K)int of view of the individual and fixim the 
jKiint of view <d (lovernment. In (*\er\ civilised s<»ciety memhers of 
the public h4i\e tile ri^riit to e.xercise theii ri^^htv of citizenship 
unrestrmted and unliampered hv any restriction. At the .same time 
(lovei nil lent char>re«l with the duty of nKiintainiiijr public peace and 
tranquillity and 4ilso for maintaininfr intact the measures for the defence 
of the (Nuintry may find it necessarx to im|K)se restrictions on the 
liberty of individuals in •u^es wliere in the judjrment of the (lovern- 
ment sm'h le.st riet ions are iina voidable. It, therefoie, f<dlows that 
primarily the ri^hl of the citizens ('onies first and the restriction comes 
in onl\ where restriction is nhsolutelx unavoidable. From that point 
of view we feel that it should be our policy, and we take it to he our 
policy to se(‘ that jiersons who have been detained without Jrial or 
otherwise suffering under re^t^i(•tion of HImmIv sh(*uld be set at liberty, 
but if in a particular ease or class of ca.ses the Ministry, after scrutiny 
of the records and jiersonal examination of tlie persons concerned, are 
»8tistied that the imposition of rest ni t ion on their liberty is justified 
and warranted, reasonable re.strictive measures will be resorted to in 
«ueh eases. 'With a view to facilitate the work of the Ministry, a 
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tribunal composed of persons who will inspire confidence in the people 
fihall be set up to finish the work as expeditiously as possible. The 
personnel of the committee, it is expected, will be nnnounced in about 
a week’s time, it not earlier. It would have been j>os»;iblo tor me to 
announce the personnel to-da\ , but unfortunately (me of the jrentlemen 
wliose service^ we tlmu^ht would be available is ill ami is unable to 
take uj) tile work. The consent (d‘ another .Iud^»^e lia-' not yet been 
obtained. It is for this reason tliat 1 am unahle to annoiiiiee the 
personnel to-da> . It i** our th^ire to secure tht‘ services of Judfrcs of 
the Ifi^li Court or pel^ous nho have lield hi^»‘h judiiial othces imd 
jiersons of jvisti<e who have admittedly the ahility to apprai-^t* the 
evidence and in wh(»m tlie puhlie can have nuHtinled eontidenec. 

Sir. we are ]>U'!>in<j: throu^»‘h very aUNious limes. Had it been a 
normal condition oi atVairs, I would hnvi* taktui eonraj^t' in both hands 
find ^'one U) the iurthest extent to ijumH m\ friend Mr. Salya I*riya 
Ilanerjee. Jbit the enenii is at our <loors. an<] I would advise liim to 
eonsidei whether it !•» leasonahh* and projier for us to take (h(‘ re^poii- 
fiihility entirel\ on our own shoulders m the mutter ol tin* maintenance 
of juihlii j»iM(e .nul tiam|uiilit\ It is tor this reason that eerluin 
eireum^})!'!'! ion !•» lOMT-varv ami. tlieief'nre. tin* little limitation that I 
havt‘ su.Lr; 4 ^este(l . I linjie. will he aci opted h\ r(‘ason of the special 
eireviiHstam es with whnh we are faced. l! thronj.;ii the blessings of 
ProNideme the 'imjm.us war (loads ndl away am) j»erleei peace and 
trampiillitN is lesiored, ] hop»- we will soon se<* the day when tlieHO 
motions ill the Assembly oi aiiNwiiere cNe will he unneees-Hiiry and when 
we, memhei’s of all the eonimunitieh, all sections of the people, will 
woik and co-operate ami (oiljiborate together for the jirosperify of our 
common mollierland. I appeal to my friend not to pre.s.s tliis resolution. 
I want him to have confidence in our desire to meet his wishes as far 
a« po8.sible, and I sincerely hope fliat the tribunal wliicli we propone 
to set u]) w'ill not only inspire public- confidence hut also satisfy the 
wishes of a large nuinher of our countrymen who at the jiresent moment 
think that (lovernineiit had not he4*n justified in iini)o.sing restriction 
on the lihertie.s of individuals. Co-operation is what we want and in 
that desire I hope there will he no more di.seussion on tins motion, but 
that my friend wdll withdraw his resolution and leave the mutter in 
our hands in order that we may have a rhunee of satisfying the wishes 
of the public in a matter of such vital importance both to the Govern- 
ment and to the public. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of information, 
Sir. Will the Ilon’ble Home Minister please explain whether with 
regard to cases of a large niimher of young men who are subj<H*ted to 
restriction of movement in their day-to-day life, who are not able to 
go out of their houses for several hours and to a.HHoeiate with comrade# 
and friends and are not able to go out pursue their ordinary 
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avocations of life, Government ere going to send such cases to the 
tribunal or they propose to deal with them themselves with a view to a 
speedy settlement of the cases? 

The Hon'bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as these cases are 
concerned, they are not very complicated, and we do not think that we 
shall trouble the tribunal with them. We propose to deal with these 
cases as 8<H>n as they are brought to our notice. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERilEE: Mr J>eputy Speaker, Sir, in 
view of the very sympathetic speech of the TloiTble Home Minister and 
in view of the emphatic decLiration ot the p<jlicy, namely, to set at 
liberty those persons who are detained without trial or suffering from 
restriction im|>osed on their liberty, on the face of this verj' sympathetic 
declaration fwmi the Hon’ble Home Minister I think I should not pursue 
the resolution further. Before formally withdrawing the resolution I 
will put before the House some facts. The other day 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you withdrawing the resolution? 
If you are, then you cannot make a speech. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE* I am not making a speech, Sir. 
The other day 

Mr. Khwi|a 8HAHABUDDIN: May T rise on a point of order, Sir? 
When an honourable member asks for leave to withdraw his resolution 
he is not allowed to make a speech. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yon are correct. He cannot make a 

speech. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: 1 1k)w down to your ruling, Sir, 
and T formally heg leave of the House to withdraw the resolution that 
stands in my name. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The motion for withdmwal is now 
before the House, and it is only fair that members of other parties 
should he given an opportunity to make their observations on an 
important issue like this. You may give an opportunity to members 
to express them.selves. Thi.s motion oonnot be put straightaway. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, will you 
kindly allow me one minute to make a statement ? I do not want to 
make a speech. Sir, about the resolution which has been moved end 
which Mr. Banerjee now wants the leave of the House to withdraw, 
I want to say this on behalf of the Congress Assembly Party that we 
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are not very much satisfied by the statement nuide by ibe llou’ble 
Home Minister. Men wlu) have Wen imprisoned without trial and on 
ex-part e evidence should he released straivcht oft. *S\t. war ‘vs \vv> ex.cvvMa, 
On the coutrary , \t is hecawse the war is now so near that these men 
should be released at once so tluit they can organise the civil jaipulation 
of this country to combat foivijrn u^^pression. Further, Sir, 1 expected 
something? more from tlm present ('ahinet. Tlii^ ipiestion of appointin#r 
a tribunal, I understand, was su;^'^;r(*sted by the Delhi (Joverninent and 
w'as repeatedly refust'd by the last Cabinet. I do not knt>w if f ara 
correct — 1 am sjjeakiu^’- -.ubjecl to ((urection. Anyway. I expected tbm 
Cabinet to release the stM-nrily prisoners forthwith. What the> propose 
to do to-day is nothing more than what is heinj? done in provinces where 
Ministries are not functHUiin^, (Governors and tlieir advisiTs in 
Madras and in other jimvinces have done tliis. I i‘\pet*ted our 
Mini.strv to ^o further, and I am sorry circumstaiu'e.s there must Im 
some, which I do not know’ and which perliaps are prevent inir them 
from tiikinjf thi.s step. Anyway, we are j>repared to i^ive them a 
chance and if we find that this is not .s<itisfa(’torv. we sh,all hrini? thi* 
up our.selves at the next .session. So far as this tribunal is concerned 
everything will defiend u|mui the i>ersonnel of the tribunal, and I hope. 
Sir, that the Calunet will },five jMirticular attention to see that right 
men are chosen for the purfK^se. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr Siityapriya Ihinerjee wvintfl the 
leave of the House to witlnlraw his resolution. Is there any objection? 
(No objection was raised.) 

The resolution of Mr. Siityapriya Ihmerjee that this A.HHemhl\ is of 
opinion that persons convicteil or det^iined by orders of the (Jovernment 
of Bengal under the Defence of India Act and Rules framed there- 
under he iinmediatelv and unconditionally released w'as then, by leave 
of the House, withdrawn. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now I <*all ujam Mr, Khwaja Shaba- 
buddin to move his resolution (No. 2). 

The HOfi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQJ Sir, before the honourable 

member moves hi.s resolution, may I make a statement? Sir, the 
resolution on the agenda paper relates to the Murapara mosque about 
which an unfortunate incident took place nearly two years ago and 
about which 

Mr. Khwajl SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, may I point out that my 
resolution has nothing to do with the incident? 
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The Hon’bl6 Mr. A. Kt FAZLUL HUQ: No, no. I am only point- 
ing?' out one or two jioints in order to show the necessity for the state- 
ment that I am ^^oin^? to make. My honourable friend, Mr. K. Shaha- 
biiddin, and T went to the locality immediately after that incident — 
that is the reason why T was mentioning this — and we found that there 
was very ^?reat aj^itation amon^^st the Muslims about the Murapara 
mosque and there were also feelinj^s on the other side which appeared 
eomewhat detrimental to the interests of the Muslims who had suffered 
from w'hat had taken place. During the.se two years or rather one and 
half years atteinj)ts have been made to try and pet the mosque restored 
to the Muslim community. Our efforts hitherto did not bear much 
fruit, and I am happy to inform the ITouse that my recent talks with 
the Rai Bahadur have been <‘xtremely satisfactory and negotiations for 
an amicable settlement satisfactory to both sides appear to be in sight. 
In these cin-umstances, discussion even of the most careful character 
is likely to huinj)er me in the negotiations that I am carrying on. I 
am only pointing out that this is the position. If my friends want to 
have a full dress debate they are welcome to do so, but 1 am appealing 
to my friend, Mr. K. Shahabuddin. who 1 know is as anxious as anylvody 
and who has rendered services in tin* past towards the actpiisition of the 
mosque for the Muslims. 1 liope he will realise that discussion may 
defeat the very object which w(‘ all have in view Tn tht‘se ciicum- 
etances I would request him not to move his r«‘solution 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: In view of the statement made by the 
Hon’blc Chief Minister and in the ex[)ectation of the achievement of 
the obje<’l aimed at in the resolution, I do not move this resolution. 

Or. NALINAKSHA BANYAL: Sir, if Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aulad 
iHossain Khan is not jiresent or jirepared to move the resolution stand- 
ing in his name, may 1 have your leave to move it myself P 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May 1 mention, Sir, that 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aulad Hossain Khan’s resolution has our fullest 
ayinjiathy and we are prepared to accept it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Then. may I have your leave to 
move the resolution? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that this 
Assembly is of opinion that henceforth all appointments under this 
Government should be made by competitive examination keeping the 
communal ratio in tact. 
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The object of movinjf this resolution is to ensure that within the 
particular community nothing else but merit will have its play and the 
best men amongst tlie community will !«■ selected. We have repeatedly 
pres.sed this, and we liope that this will receive universal nccejilunee. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 very ^'huHy the 

resolution. 

The resolution oi Dr N.ilnuiUh.i Siunul that this Assemhly is of 
ojiinion that lieiieeforf ji all apj»onitinent> iiiolei this (toverniiient should 
be niadf l»\ couijtetitn ('xaminniton heejiing the eomiuunal ratio in 
taet wa'' tlooi joit and agreed to 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Mr D.puty Speaher. Sir, 
I bef,^ to move tliaf this A>sonild\ i*. of opinion that tlie lules 7 (/) an<l 
(9) and the pr('vi^o^ thereto of the Uenj^’al Serviees ItiH'ruitment (('oin- 
inunal IJatitt) Kules, la- anifiidod as follows 

7(7) ()t all \a(Mnci<“N to ho tilh'd up hy <lireet lec? uilinent of any 

service, ilepiu tiiHMit or ofhee or hraneh «d an\ service, 
dejiarlmeiit oi ofliee to which the.se rules apph. L’o per cent, 
shall he le^tuNed tor tlo> lueiuheis ot the Scheduled (’aKi«*H. 

(9) here dii«‘et iceruitimuit is niadi* hy eompetitise exuminulifin 
or otherwise in any .service, <Ie|uirtiuent of ofliee, or hmneh 
of any servif'e. department t»r office to wliieli fhesi* rules 
ajijdy and tjualified eamhdate.s of tlie Seheduha) (hisfe.s are 
insufficient in an,\ year to fill up all the posts reserved for 
them, tlie \aeaneios sliall he left unfilled till (jUalificfl candi- 
dates from the Seheduled f’astes are a\ailahle to fill up all 
BUeh jiO'^ts and in nf> ease the \aeunei<‘s reserved for the 
mmnlM'rs of (he Scheduled ('astcH he filled up hy tlie candi- 
dates of the non-Seiie<luled (’antes. 

Sir. in moving this lesidution for the aeeefitance of t Government I 
f>eg fo jioint out the great defeet-i in (he communal ratio rules. You 
know. Sir, that under rule 7 of ifo* present Communal Katio Hules, 
]f> per cent of the services are reserved for the inemhers of the Scheduled 
Castes. Our first grievanci* js that tliis reservation is not based on the 
actual population ratio of the Schetliiled Castes, because on the basis of 
the population ratio at least jmt cent, of the services should go 
the members of those castes My seconrl grievance is that there is a 
clause in the servii-e ratio rule, namely, “if ijualified eandidntes 
are available.'’ But if we compare (he ea.se of the Seheduled (Pastes 
with that of the other communities we find that under rule 4 the services* 
have been reserved at a ratio for Muslims and noii-Muslitiis. 
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And there no mention has been made about the condition of qualified 
candidates bein^ available. There is no mention of the words “if 
qualified candidates are available” in that rule. But so far as the 
Scheduled Castes are concerned, the question crops up about the 
availability of qualified candidates. I do not, Sir, for a moment ask 
the Government to appoint unqualified candidates, but I must say that 
unless some system is devised with a view to really f?iving effect to the 
ratio fixed for the candidates of the Scheduled Castes, the rule is 
observed more in its breach than in its acceptance. And we have been 
deprived of our due share fixed in accordance with the service ratio 
rules. Tf you refer to the last recruitinent to the Bengal Civil Service 
(Executive) and the Bengal dunior Civil Service, you will find 
that only one candidate from the Scheduled Castes has been taken 
this year. Out of the 22 ai)pointments only one Scheduled Caste 
candidate has been a])pointed and the service ratio rule has not l)een 
observed and the posts reserved for tin* Scheduled ('astt*s were filled up 
by non-Scheduled Caste communities on the plea that no qualified 
Scheduled Caste candidate was available. I would at the same time ask 
you, Sir, to compare our position with that of the Muslim community 
in whose case the service ratio rule is adhered to strictly, no matter 
whether qualified persons were available from amongst their candidates 
for direct recruitment. I would, therefore, most respectfully ask the 
Government to adopt the same procedure in our case as has been done 
in the case of the Mu.slims so that in case candidates are not available 
by direct recruitment the posts reserved for the Scheduled Castes should 
be filled up by promotion of the members of same community and should 
not be given to non-Scheduled Castes whoever they may be. In the 
last recruitment to the Bengal Civil Service, Sir, we have been denied 
our legitimate quota and therefore we respectfully ask the Government 
to give us our due share strictly in accordance with the service ratio 
rules. Then, Sir, there is a proviso to urle 7 (7), that appointments 
reserved for the members of the Scheduled Castes should not exceed 
30 per cent, of the total number of non-Muslim appointments. I 
submit that reservation has no ujeaning at all if we are restricted to 
only 30 per cent, of the services provided for non-Muslims. This 
reserv’ation of the services has been made because we are backward and 
we require protection. If that is the accepted principle, we should be 
allowed to fill up all the vacancies. This proviso along with the rule 
for having 15 per cent, of the services reserved for us will have to be 
further revised. I may also point out again that there is a rule under 
which the Muslims will get 50 per cent, of all appointments and if the 
requisite number of candidates are not available by direct recruitinent, 
the requisite percentage is maintained in their cavse by means of promo- 
tion of suitable Muslim candidates from the lower ranks. But in the 
case of the members of the Scheduled Castes that privilege is denied. 
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We submit that the same procedure should also be applied to the candi- 
dates of the Scheduled Castes in case their number falls short of the 
requisite percentage hy direct recruitment and that the communal ratio 
should be maintained in our case by means of promotion as has l)een 
done in the case of other communities. These are my points for sub- 
mission to the House, and I also respectfully request the (Government 
to accept our demand. 

With these words, Sir, I move the resolution that stands in my 
name. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: Sir. 1 am very much willinjr to 
support the motion moved by my friend Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra 
Das. We know. Sir, that the [dea of ifrnorance is always taken against 
us whenever there is any vacancy to be tilled up. Kven now, Sir, in 
the House itstdf some friends of mine who claim themselves to be real 
friends of the Srht'duled Castes are expressing: their sentiment by sayinjf 
that there was no necessity of movinjf such a motion. These friends 
of mine are tjuite aware that we have jfot particular grievances of ours 
and tli(»se ^'lievanees have not h«*en redressed durinjj: the lonj( five years 
of Provincial Autonomy. Our claims have been admitted and u ratio 
has been ^»-iven to us, but how far it has Wen put into action is quite 
well known to the House We have put questions after questicuis alx)ut 
department after department with roj^ard to our legitimate grievances 
therein, but everybody in this House and the public outside are aware 
that the cases of the Scheduled ('astes are always neglected and their 
latrd in .still below tlie minimum. What is the reawm, SirP Formerly 
the majority of the Scheduled Caste members of this House were on the 
opposition and the Hoirble the (Jhief Minister used to tell us then that 
becau.se wt were on the Oppo.sition he could not do anything for us. 
But now that we are on this side of the House — on the side of the 
Government — we do not know* what we are getting from this Govern- 
ment. Three months have cdapwd since the formation of this new 
Ministry and during these three months w'e might at least exfiert some 
indication to be .shown by the (i<jvernment that something would be 
done for the neglected Sdieduleil (’aste subjects of His Majesty the 
King-Emperor, but no indication is yet forthcoming. At the time when 
my friend was moving the motmn, some of my friends on the other 
side were saying that it was ot no use to move such a motion, as if we 
are ever to remain a.s dumb millions of people without having the right 
even to ventilate our grievances. Sir, we are not going to submit to 
that. Sir, we want to support the (ioveniraent, but we must get our 
share of the just rights of the neglected. We must have it. 

Sir, formerly I was in the Opi>osition and I always pressed my claims 
against the Government, but now. Sir, I am on the side of the Govern- 
ment and nobody, I dare say, is more sincere than myself in supporting 
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this Government without any grudge or without any grievance. Sit, 
formerly I belonged to the Independent Scheduled Castes Party, but 
now in order to give our fullest support to the Government, we have 
formed the Progressive Scheduled Cashes Party and in order to blindly 
follow them through hell and fire. Sir, we want the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister to say that he is very much syinpathetir to the cause of the 
down-trodden nnllions. We must have it and must see that justice is 
done and redress is made to the grievances of the neglected. 

Sir, I do not want to deliver any long speech on this subject, but 
my only retiuest to the Hon’ble (Miiet ^linister is this, that he should 
always remember that there are millions of peojde looking to Govern- 
ment for support and help and he must not forget that these people, 
these dumb millions, cannot express themselves; they cannot express 
their grievances, they cannot place their claims, they cannot demand 
many things from Government, but still their claims must be attended 
to, justice must be done to them and kindness must be shown to these 
neglected millions. Sir, with these words I suj)])()rt the motion 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Mr Deputy Speakei, Sir. I 
rise to give my support to this m(»tion. T Ix'g to mention one fact In 
answer to a question put b\ a friend belonging to the Scheduled Caste 
community, it has been stated that so far as recruitment of munsifa 
from the Scheduled Castes is concerned, there wen* tu) (|Ualified candi- 
dates available and .so there wa.s no recruitnuMit of munsifs from the 
Scheduled ('astes Hut, Sir, bv supplementary (luestnuin it was elicited 
that the jiersons who ajiplied l(»r the po.^'t liad jms^^ed the Law Examina- 
tion and th(‘ minimum (|ualification for a muusil is lo ftass the l.aw 
Examination. 

Sir, from iny experience in the bar. I can tell the ilou.>e that i>eisonrt 
W’ho after having passed the Law Examination in the si'tond division 
have adorned the Benches, have done better than those who have passed 
in the first division. So, it cannot be said that the Scheduled Caste 
candidates have not got the reipiisite quahfiiation. 

Sir, this is a point whicli requires immediate conMderation by the 
Ministry. There has been a rule and the regret i.s that there has been 
a violation of the rule. The rule must be strictly observed and thev 
must get the number of appointments reserveil for the eommunitv. 

In the ]mst we have neglected them and if we continue to show- 
negligence to them in future, I am quite sure that we cannot i laim that 
we are really doing justice to the community. In the matter of appoint- 
ments, in the matter of education and in other matters, great considera- 
tion must he given to the unhappy and so-long neglected eommunitv. 
From my exiHrieiioe, I can say that all the members of the Scheduled 
Castes without any exception who have sat on the b(*nch have done 
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creditably well. In my district there have been raunsifs belonging 
to the Scheduled Castes, Caste Hindu and Muslim communities and 
after comparing the work of the munsifs belonging to the Scheduled 
Castes with the work of the Munsifs belonging to other communities, we 
find that they come up to the murk although they may not possess a 
first (’lass degree in M.A. or in Law. So, in tlie matter of recruitment 
of officers, the rules must be strictly observed, and in case there are no 
qualified candidates available from the Scheduled ('astes, the posts 
should not be filled till qualified ('undidates are available, as mentioned 
in the seeiuul part of the resolution. 

Sir, it s(‘enis to me from the number of (pie’^tions j>ut by meml>ers 
of the Scheduled f'astes that th«Te has nuilly been a violation of the 
rules and w’e want to see tliat in future such violation does not take 
place. 

So far as the first t>art (»f the resolution is eoneerned, namely, 
reservation of per cent, of posts for Scheduled (’astes, I may say 
that I am agreeable to any percentage that may be reserved for the 
Scheduled Castes wh(> have been neglected in the j)ast and they should 
not be neglect(‘d in future. Sir. with these words 1 support the motion. 


Maufvi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir, I rise to supjmrt the denmnd of my 
Scheduled Caste friends, and I feef that there is much force in the 
arguments tliey have advanc(*d. Hut I am particularly moved by the 
passionate aj)peal of my friend Mr. Kshetra Nalh Sin^ha. ll(< says 
that during the j)ast few yeais they were denied all that they wanted 
as tliev were divided, some being in the opposition and sfune w'ith 
the Ministry. Now, tliev say that since tliey are united and are giving 
united and s(did .support to (invernmenf , they (’an very legitimately 
claim for satisfaction of tliat .Munething for which they are with the 
mini.stry. We find. Sir, that individiial.s — not a party luit individuals 
— who having .sacrifi('<*d all principle and diseipline are giving support 
to this Ministry are being favoured and are getting recognition for such 
service, and it will be a jdty if a community who are now giving solid 
supiwrt to (b)vernment f(»r getting something which is due to them 
do not get what they want. [ therefore hope that in view of the 
passionate appeal of my friend Mr. Kshetra Nath Singha, if not for 
the arguments of my other Scheduled Caste friend, the mover of the 
resolution, because arguments do not always prevail, this Government 
will surely see its way to give immediate satisfaction to their (’laims 
and here and now will make such announcement as may satisfy them 
and satisfy ns all here. There are no two opinions on this. A 
Scheduled Caste member from the ministerial party has moved the 
motion, my Congress friend over there has already supi>orted it, and 
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we are also prepared to support their claims. Therefbre, I thiah 
Government will have no diflSculty whatsoever in giving its support to 
this proposal and will accept it here and now. 

Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I wholeheart- 
edly support the resolution moved by my friend Rai Sahib Anukul Chan- 
dra Das. Sir, at the time when the Services Recruitment (Communal 
Ratio) Rules were framed such qualifying clause was not to be found 
in case of other communities, and I am sorry to say that this qualifying 
clause “if qualified candidates are available” was inserted in the 
Services Recruitment (Communal Ratio) Rules by the previous 
Government. And this mischief to the Scheduled Castes has been done, 
not by this Government but by the previous Government. (Maulvi 
Abul Hasiiim: No, no.^ Thank you for your 8Uj>port. but the mischief 
has been done to the Scheduled Castes in the regime of the last Govern- 
ment. It is time that the defect in the riiles should be rectified and 
the service rules should be revised in consonance wilh the rules appli- 
cable to other communities. So, I recjiiest Government to lose no time 
in rectifying the rules because as a result of this qualifying clause in 
the rules Scheduled Caste candidates d(» not get appointments even 
though there is no dearth of suitable candidates amongst the Scheduled 
Castes. Recently, Sir, in the district of Dinajpur three vacancies in 
the civil court were filled up, after they were advertised — one from the 
Muhammadan community, one from the General Hindus and one from 
the Scheduled Castes. There were qualified candidates among the 
Scheduled Castes available. In spite of that, Scheduled Caste candi- 
dates were not appointed. This is due to the fact that this qualifying 
clause remains in the service ratio rules, and this clause gives the 
appointing authority a discretion to decide whether a particular candi- 
date is suitable or not. The appointing authority need not exercise this 
discretion in ease of candidates belonging to other communities, c ff., 
the Muslim community. According to the rules, he is bound to appoint 
persons with minimum qualifications in case of Muhammadans. There- 
fore, I request Government to rectify the rule and modify it according 
to the spirit of the resolution moved by my friend Rai Sahib Anukul 
Chandra Das. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Deputy 

tfW ^ Scheduled CastesC^ 

fVf I oi 

ratio 

1 ^ BfsmsTT ’ryrtrw cmn i 



1942 .] 


XON.OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 


m 

I ¥TrtH ^ 

a C^ ratio rule ^ (Tff wf^Ttl Wtw mt STt^ (7R*!1 

51^ ^ I C^ rule^ %3T — “if guitable candkiales 

are not available from Scheduled Caste, then vacancies may be filled from 
other Castes.” ?TTO Ot appointing authority 

Scheduled CastctijiT favourable ^nr, ^ fe^tys* qualification 

suitable WTtrs iitOT Non-Scheduled Caste cW 

fill up I 5^^ Scheduled Caster? list 

Scheduled 5^^. 3 TC*^ C5rf?F Scheduled Caste •fftw fe 

I Appointing authority ^ recommending authorit 3 rf 
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ftr I r,7j 15 J)er cent, ratio ifttr 5r?n rCTO, ^f:5TTr<!Ti Scheduled 
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^ Scheduled Casteiij? speoi&l claim 'BTWfp 

interest ^ TOJTSj I educationtil? 

special facility ; ^ special facility — 

p&l special facility fro ^Tof^ Scheduled 

Caste^il^ eiistenceif ^ ^ I ^ 

'iir^ 5T^fir special facility^ 
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department(i}iT '4 * 01 * 1 ) 4'^dI'^ <il^t ^t?l 'v5)^'I(!*t^ ^ C^Tt^ ^ '^THl 

^ <7r4lt*f ^1?) '®r}C^ 3 (71 T^PTTl^ I HSfl ‘^*{j|<j 

^nrc^T ^tMi ’CT ^c5i •fiipi ^*<fi fV^ (TFT^ 

olloer ^ ^^U'b ^1, C^ ^f% definite rule 

C^ rule ^irtrs observed 5ir (7i^'3 I TtteTI 

(Trr®^^ Ratio Officer C^P ( . grievance remove 

Vnr I (TT?' Ratio Officer ?tr5 appointed r?l 

C? rule TOHT, "Jl ^rtr3 vst^TStTTy follow ^ inr, ^ ^ I ^1 ^ !R7T 

rule TOT ^ follow ^ Tfff. Kl r^T. ^ spfT ^ — CTStT^ rule 

W5T (TFt^ ^ rr?y tti I tr^ ^ ’ ^ tTrn? f ? 

^ Scheduled Castovij? tffe TO ’TTf^n^ ^ WtT^, 

(TT^ tn^ TO^^ TO (7TOT Scheduled Casteijf S’t^ (7? WT?f 
TOC!? ^ make up TOJ CTO^ I TftTO by 

their action demonstrate (TT ^ ^r3 1^ I 

Jjt TO?:^ ?5Tr5 C^t^ TO7 Oastc Hindu leader^i}?! ^ 

% I TOrf|c5R — c*f^. ^*TOi c^ ^ fh^ 

W ^ ^3 '5t?T5T^TOl TO ^ I 

^ nr, !5t?rc«T (TtI^ i ^ 'TOfcnr 

tor f%cTO^ ^fro ftrj 5R, 

^STTO <RTO3 to (7f TO»?r CTO (TT^ ftflTO ^fTTTO 

(R^ TOfinr ^^3 ^sTOi TOT ^tfiRtr^T frr5 tfir^ i ^$tto ’rfeprtro 

demonstrate ^ TO, TO ^ I 

Khtn Bthtdlir MOHAMMED ALIS 1 move that the question be now 
put. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS There are more members eager to speak. 
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Mr. J. R. WALKER: Sir, we .'ivmjmthise with the grieviuioes of the 
Scheduled Castes. We feel that they have been nepleeted in the past. 
At the same time we would like to dra\s uttenti<»n to the second part 
of the resolution where it says: “Where tpialified candidates of the 
Scheduled Castes are insufficient to till up all the posts reserved for 
them, the vacancie.s shall be left unfilled”. We believe that to be 
impracticable. If the leaders of the Scheduled Castes <lo not fjet proper 
men to come forward or do not jret men trained for the positi(»ns vacant, 
then they must be handed out to men (*f other communities who can 
do the jobs because the posts cannot he left unfilled as the work has to 
be done. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, the resolution before the House 
has enabled different members to express themselves in regard to tins 
matter of great public importune* , in a way. although we have been 
taken by the resfdution somewhat by surprise. So far a.s the (Vngress 
Party is concerned we stand by the deef»est sympathy that we always 
have for those sections of (uir (MUintrymen who arc termed hy an alien 
fTOvernment as S( hedulcd (’a^teh. We of the Congres'* an‘ not prepared 
to make any distim’tion between (Uie s<*eti(m (»f hiunanity and another and 
ftartieiilarly in the (‘ase of a large <*ommunity like llie Hindu cmnmun- 
it> : we are not {trepared to admit any artiticual hariier betwe(*n (Uie 
.seetioii of it and another. AVe recognise tliat certain s«‘elions of the 
Hindu eonuminity have l»een plau'd a^ against oth(‘r sections by 
inteicsted pers(»ns and we notice that the aunt has l>ee(jin(‘ more 
‘jolieitous of the welfare of the child than the mother. Whetf the 
Europeans and the Muslim League rnemherK eomhine to shower their 
blessing.^ on the (lemamls of a particular type, we would like to have 
our countrymen ajiplv their mind very candnlly to the aunt's sense of 
affection. Sir, in Bengali it is said, 

T/Ct us j)nt a stop to such unwanted solicitousness. 

So iur as the reH<tlution goe**, w<* con assure Rai Sahih Anukul 
Chandra Das and other comra<les of the Scheduled Husfe.s wh<» are fight- 
ing in the cuu>e of Indian nationalism that we of tin* Congress would 
not stop shor4 of any measure to win their love and sympathy and their 
affci’tion and co-operation in the fight for Indian freedom. Sir, in that 
cause we are prepared to suffer to the greatest extent. Even in the 
matter of giving up all the services to our comrades we shall not fall 
short of it. But, Sir, I would like to warn my friends of the atternids 
at drawing one section against another section of the suin<‘ community 
or one group against another in order to stultify our aspirati(;ns for 
national freedom. That is a game that has been going on for a long 
time. We have recently noticed how even in the matter of nreeting the 
plenijK^tentiary who is coming from the House of (’ommons only certain 
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personn have been invited to represent the Scheduled Castes who, we 
know, are extremely reactionary in their outlook and may not represent 
the Scheduled Castes as a whole — I mean Mr. M. C. Rajah and 
Dr. Amhedkar. Sir, in the background we know that political 
mannpuvrings are going on. I would not like to deliver any speech on 
a resolution of this character, but I would only respectfully request 
our Scheduled Caste friends to read carefully and re-read the resolution 
and tell us whether in their own heart of hearts they feel that this 
resolution, as it is worded, wwld make for efficient administration. 

In the resolution there are two parts. In the first part, irrespective 
of any merit or qualification whatever a claim has been made to increase 
the present ratio from 15 per cent, which is reserved by Government to 
25 per cent. It is alw^ays very easy for persons to obtain cheap clap-trap 
by offering a few percentages more for a community or for their own 
community than others. Sir, this kind of political game or drawing 
must be definitely put a check to. It is not our intention to prevent a 
large number of posts or even the whole hundred i>er cent, of posts 
going to Scheduled Castes who are (lualified, but, Sir, surely our 
Scheduled Caste friends themselves would not like their own nation, 
their own • administration to be jeopardised by men who cannot 
administer the departments properly and efficiently. 

Mft RASIK LAL BISWAS: They will be able to administer 
efficiently. 

Oft NALINAKSHA SANYAL* I have tin* deepest regard for 
Mr. Rasik Lai Iliswa.s’.s opinion. I know that when personally talking 
acros.s the table he would be more reasonable than many ot his utter- 
ances in u public gathering. 

So tar as th(* secoml j)art ot the resolution goes, the absurdity is 
[»atent. The -econd j)art of the resolution sug^»ests that unless and 
urjtil tlie Scheduled Caste members come up t(» the refjuinul qualifica- 
tioii.s, the appointments will have to be ke|»t in abeyance. Take for 
example the case of munsits It has been laiil down by (rovernment 
that the muiisif^ fnust lone re(iui>ite (lualitications ot being lawyers, 
must have passe<l in Law It cannot ‘‘Urely be suggested that it we 
<lo not have a requisite number of Scheduled Caste lawyers available, 
the whole ajlministration an<l the work of the ef)urts of law will have to 
be sfojq>ed so long as the reijuisite qualifications are not acquired In 
Schedtiled Castes! Take the example f)f the Engineering Service, 
Medical Service. Teachers, Professors and the like. In all technical 
.services if this standard is to Ive applied, so long as duly qualified 
person.s of a particular community — I am not talking of the Scheduled 
Caste.s only and it may be applicable to Muslims and Caste Hindus as 
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well — are not forthcoming nothing should be done, then the position 
will be absurd. I do respectfully request Rai Sahib Anukul Uhandru 
Das to make clear whether honestly he feels that the State will stop all 
work — that me<li(al work in hospitols should be stojqied till qualified 
medical men from the Scheduled Uastes are forthcoming, etc. The 
Government’s present policy appears to be this, that attempts should be 
made to give requisite percentages of services to members of respective 
communities and failing to find suitable candidates of that community 
to allow certain other communities who may have the re<|uisite number 
of qualified candidates to cmne in. 1 do not under the circumstances 
feel that there is much ( hange in the present rules in that ctmnection 
called for. I kmov that the present communal ratio iuh‘S retluire 
revision in many otluT rc^pects. and I have on the flo()r of the House on 
previous occasions claimed for the same. So far as the maintenance 
of the purity, efficiency and integrity of the administiation is (‘oncerned, 
I emphasise in the naiiu‘ of all c<»mmunities 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; ttn a point of ordei, Sir. How 
could (me imuiiber of a jiarty .supp<*rt thi" res(dution and another member 
of the same jiarty oppose it*' 

Mr. DHIRtNORA NATH DATTA: To make it clear, Sir, I did 
80 in my individual (Opacity. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. I will not try to emulate the 
manners (»f Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali and shall not seek to be 
overzealous about somebody else’s rights. We want to examine the 
question on its merit, and we havt- g<»f io appeal to the memhers of the 
Scheduled (’ustes who are to-day kept separate from tin* luige commun- 
ity of the Hindus, (o think of the higgei interest.s of the nation as a 
wh(de, and at a time like this when certain constitutional changes are 
in the offing we respectfully heg of them md to raise issues of this 
character hut to tru^t their comrades and friends and to trust the 
members (d different (’ommunities. We do admit to (Uir shame that in 
the pa.st justice has not been done to them and !*tt wt* ar»* prepared to 
do more tlian ju‘>ti<e in the future But that is no leasen why there 
should he an unreasonable attitude taken uj» at the present stage to 
embarrass our constitutional advance on* national lines. 

With these words. Sir, I would respectfully re(jucst Rai Sahib 
Anukpl rhandra Da.s to withdraw his resolution, 

Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAt: Mr. Deputy S}H^ake^. Sir, I rise 
to sup|)ort the re.*((duti<»n iij(»ved by m\ friend Rai Sahib Anukul 
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Chandra Das. As my time is very short, I will not say anything on 
the motion itself, hut I would like to say something about the remarks 
that have been made by some of my friends opposite. 

Sir, our bitter exj>erienf*e is that though there are suitable S^^heduled 
Caste candidates, they are not given the appointments only because the 
appointing authority has got some relation.s to provide for and so the 
apjmintments reserved for Scheduled Caste candidates generally go to 
tlie relations of the a]>j)ointing authority on the pretext that there are 
no suitable Scheduled Caste candidates. That is the difficulty, Sir, 

With these remarks, Sir, I would request that the motion be accepted 
by the Government. 

SrIJut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
4^ n'Holution 4^ ^ community 

TT’Pf 4^ candidate ^Ti r^T ^Tj, 

Sehtvluled Caste rM isnn iRrPl | fsfTTT: 

*,0 CTO t'aste Hindun^ 

'STjn ^1 — 4^ Muslim Leayue — 4?^ 

*r3^-iri I rytr^ if??] I 

Muslim L'‘a- 4 «ie 'share >0 W 

" » 4r 

I 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it seeiiih that today is 
my lot to take part in discu>sious and to formulate policies oi the 
present (bn'ernmeut Sir, I have g(»t so iiian\ things to say regarding 
the debate that has taken plaer that I have honest doiihts us to where to 
begin. My first uords will he of .sympathy in the fullest measure for 
the object with which tin's resolution has been moved in (he House. 
This sympathy prot'eeds from the genuine desire to eo-operate with 
those of our friends who are known as })elonging to the Scdieduled 
Castes not merely l>ecause they are deserving of the fullest considera- 
tion and sympathy in improving their position hut because up till now 
they have not had f)roper opportunities given to them to make all 
possible efforts towards self-improvement. It is true, as Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal has pointed out, that our brethren of the Scheduled (’astes are 
an integral jiart of the Hindu community hut somehow or other the 
interests of the scheduled castes have not received that consideration 
which is due to them hy reason of the fact that they are helpless, that 
they are backward and that they are not in a position to press their 
claims witli that force which is necessary in order to attract jmblic 
attention. From time to time (k>verument have laid down special 
rules for the protection not merely of the interests of the Scheduled 
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Cavstes but also of other minority and backward communities. And I 
think I can say without any fear of contradiction that during the time 
that the provincial autonomy has been working in Bengal the Govern- 
ment of the day has not only continued the polii'y of sympathy with the 
■aspirations of the Scheduled Castes but have also gone further in 
laying down definite rules for their improvement and for opening out 
to them all possible a\emies (d inqiroving their position. The resolu- 
tion hef(uv us, however, In a somewhat <lifl't<'ult one. Tn the first ]daee 
a reservation t(» such an extent as 'Jo |ut cent, all at <mcc must neces- 
sarily encroach iifion tht* res»>rvation for other cofninunit ies. la*t us 
all ho])e tliat the day is coming when all reservations will disappear 
and when tin* variou> eoinmuniti<*N making ii}» the Indian j^eople will 
be ready to f[o-o open romj>etjti«m uitliout any reservation \\ lialsoever. 
But till that da\ comes reser'ations will he there for tin* respeetive 
communities and iheie will he a seramble for (fovernnuTit posts ann^ngst 
tlo' different (‘ommunities But thi* sooner sueli a s('rnmb]e is set at 
rest the better lor all <*om'erned, hett(‘i to? tin* peaei* and tranf|uillity 
of the eoiintiy It was only reeentl\ that after matur«‘ delihenitions 
and eonsultatioiis with the haulers of the seheduled eastes we have 
deeided to set apart Id pei cent, of the appointments for the sclnahiled 
•castes. I knoyv that theie i*> a grit»vanee \yith rcgaid to tin* ij'servaticm 
lor the Seheduled Castes that id per rent would la* filled u)) from 
amongst the imunbers of the Sehe<lubMl (distes if and when suifable 
candidates are available. The result has heen that in many cases the 
selnaliiled castes have not been appointed and that the appointments 
have gone to the <aste Tlindtis There is a very strong ami widespread 
feeling that this limitation as legards the recruitment of Scheduled 
Castes should la* withdrawn. That is a very legitimate claim and we 
are (‘onsideriiig that (}ue,stif>n. It seems to me to he a jM>int that our 
Seheduled (diste friends suffer from a restriction which does not ap]>ear 
in the ease of other communities. To that extent we are prepared fo 
meet our Scheduled (’aste friends hut us regards reservation up to 25 
per rent, mv friends would realise that it is not possible for us to say 
straightaway* that this resolution ran be accepted by Government, As 
I have pointed -out, the acceptanre of this resolution means a disloca- 
tion of the arrangements that have been made for recruitment of other 
■C'onifininities. The whole question has got to be reviewed and T would 
ask my Scheduled Caste friends to consider whether it would not he 
best in the interests of the country as a whole to w'ait and see how the 
communal formula that we have laid down works out in practice and 
how far it redound.s to the benefit of the %'arious communities of this 
country. This formula has been in work for only about a couple of 
years. It has got to Ik* adjusted to various conditions and it is still an 
experiment. We have got to see how far it reacts on the question of 
efficiency of the public serxdces and when this exf»erinjent has gone on 
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for some time, then it will certainly be the occasion for consideration of 
readjustment as between the conflicting claims of the various 
communities. 

Sir, I will request my friend not to press this motion at this moment 
as I have said we will bear this matter in mind and the debates that have 
taken place w’ill give us ample materials for considering this question in 
future. At the present moment it would be unwise and I am advising 
as a friend and as a sympathiser not to disturb an arrangement which 
has been recently made and which has not yet had a fair trial. 
Let that arrangement have a fair trial and in the light of experience 
that may be gained, we will be prepared to consider this (jiiestion. 
Meanwhile what I will ask m> Scheduled Taste friends to do is to go 
ahead with their efforts at self-improvement to remove the reproach 
that they are a backward community. Let them remember tliat they 
are members of a community with a great past and that they themselves 
are not merel\ members of tin* great Hindu community but as 
Bengalees they have also ever\ right to «lemand that all the amenities 
that are open to others should aK<» be thr<twn o]>en to them. liCt them 
take advantage of the opportunities that ate offered ]>et them apj)roach 
Government for g-reater opportunities tor self-imiirovement and side by 
side w’ith that let them wait and see how this experiment of reserving 
posts for various communities a<‘tually works out in practice 

Now, before I sit <low’n 1 wish to state for the inlonnation of 
my Scheduled Taste friends that if in the operation id the rules that 
we have laid down there hns been any hardship or any reasonable 
causes for complaint, we will he too glad to see that these causes of 
complaint do not exist. 

Sir, I w'ill sum up in two or three sentences. The fiist is undiluted 
syinjiathy; .secondly, the holding out of the best fiossible hope; thirdly, 
we offer to help them in all their efforts at self-improvement; and 
fourthly, to remeinher that we of the non-Scheduled Tastes are the he^t 
friends of the Scheduled Ta‘-tes and lemenihering that we offer our 
services to help them >o far as the Tonimunal Ratio Rules are concerned. 
Fifteen per cent, lias not been found really unsatisfactory, but let us 
see that more candidates are forthcoming. 

So, I appeal to the Rui Sahib to withdraw’ his resolution. 

Mr. RA9IK LAL BISWAS: definit-e fV «ttfo ^ I 

15 cent, 31 

definite assuranco isr] aervice ration nr 15 percent, 

diflSciilty raised ^ I c’l fiwn: 

awurance fV ♦ 
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Th« Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I can say this that if the 
15 per cent, ratio has not been proi>erly adhered to we will be prepared 
to make the fullest possible eni|uirv why it has not been so done and 
we will try to give the fullest effect to the pre.seut j)roportion whatever 
it is 


Mr. RA9IK LAL BISWAS. 'Will the question of suitability of 
candidates in the ease of Scheduled Castes be dropped? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We are considering to 
drop it from the rule", hut a** iegar<l< the rule.s we will see that the 
fullest effect is gi\en to the present rule. I ajipeal to niy friend to 
withdraw his resolution. 


Rat Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 thank the Hon’hlo 
the f’hief Minister for his pnonise td reconsider the Services Recruit- 
ment ((’onmiunal Ratioi Rules an<l I also thank ni\ other friends w'ho 
have showed sympathy for my resolution, and in view of (he stuteinent 
made hy tlie Hon hie Chief Minister I heg leave of the House to with- 
draw my motion. 

The nifPion of Rai Sahih Anukul Chandra Das. that this Assembly 
is of opinion that the rule.s 7 (/) and (/C and the provisos tliereto of 
the Rengal Services Recruitment (Communal Ratio) Rules. 1940, bo 
amended a.s follow.N:-- 

■‘7. (/) Of all vacancies to be filled up b.\ <Iiree( recruitment of 

any service, dejiartment or office or brunch <»i an> service^ 
de])artmen( or office to which these rules apply, 25 jier cent, 
sliall be re.served for the members of the Schduhol Castes, 
{fh AVhere direct recruitment i.M iija«le h\ competitive e vaniination 
or otljerwise in any service, flepurt merit •>r office, or branch 
of aii.i service, department or office to wliich these rulen 
ajqd} and (piulified candijlates of the Scheduled Castes are 
ill^ufficIent in un> year to fill up all tlve posts reserved for 
them, I he vacancies shall he left unfille«l till qiiuiitieil candi- 
dates from the Scheduled ( astes are availuhle to fill up all 
hucli posts and in no case the vacancies reserved for the 
memhers of the Scheduled Castes be fille<l up h> the candi- 
date.s of tlie non-ScheduIerl ('a.stes,” 

was then, hy leave of the Hcuise, with<lrawii. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, ma\ 1 he permitted (o move 
the resolution that stands in my name? 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, I think resolutions Nos. 1 
and 6 are almost identical and under the Assembly Procedure Rules I 
cannot allow identical motions to be moved. I think it will not he 
permissible, 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, they are not exactly 
idfmtical. Resolution No. ] refers to persons convicted or detained by 
orders of the Government of Bengal under the Defence of India Act 
and Rules wliile my resolution refers to persons detained without trial 
by orders of the Government of Bengal under the Defence of India Act 
and Rules framed thereunder. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hold that it is almost identical with 
resolution No. 1 and T cannot allow it, being of the saine initiire 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr Deputy Speaker, I shall 
not take much tinn* of the House on the resolution, as in the agenda, 
against my name. 1 am particularly anxious that I should not be 
misunderstood and that there is nothing personal against anybody in 
my resolution. 1 remember the agitation in alnuKst every |>art of this 
House when we discussed and redi.scussed in S(de(*t Committee and in 
the House the (question of the Se(‘ondarv Edination Board. The 
argument then brought up was that the Governnnuit was trying to 
obtain too much influence for it.self in that body wliudi should really be 
autonomous. Sin(‘e the change in tin* Go\ eminent, as a Fellow of the 
University, w’hieh i.s an nutonomons bo<ly, 1 liave been (‘oncerned very 
seriously over the fact that two members of the Cabinet, great .s(‘rvants 
ol the University and who have rendered valualde service to it, have 
accepted jiosts in the present Council of Ministers. One would have 
expected that under the vigilant eye of these w'ell-wishers of the 
T^niversity it would, more now' than at anv other time, l>e the policy of 
the Government to .see that the liberty of uut<>iiomou.s institution.s was 
not interfered with. 

The point on w'hich I want to appeal to Government and over which 
I know that members of the Senate, members of the Syndicate and 
every person interested in the welfare of the University, have been 
disturbed greatly is that tlie present Government contains within it these 
two gentlemen who wield a powerful influence in the affairs of the 
University and if allowed to retain that influence, the autonomy of the 
University will go to pieces. I am particularly anxiou.s. Sir. that the 
two Ministers, out of the great love they bear for the University which 
may, in terms, be de.scribed as almost a family affair, should l>e .stopped 
from meddling with the day-to-day administration of the University and 
the only link between the Government and the University should be 
the Minister for Education. 
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Students of constilutloYVBA Vnovf \.\xe te^cAwVvon \\ial 

Urouglit in the House of Commons that the influence of the Crown is 
increasing and that it would he de<Tea8t‘d. I want to repeat that great 
constitutional j)rinciple and declare that the influence of (Jovernment in 
the University is increasing and that it should he decreased. It is only 
fair to the University, to the puhlic life of the province, to the educa- 
tional system and the educational world of this province that Govern- 
ment, in its wisdom, should decide voluntarily to withdraw these two 
Ministers from not only the lucmhership of the Syndicate hut from 
the thousand and one other departments which they control directly and 
indirectly. 

I appeal oncM* more to the Education Minister and to his colleagues 
in the Cabinet to come t«» our lodp and to let us retain our ntitonomy. 
If we go wrong, (fovcinment can always pull us up. Just as these 
same geirtlcmcn thought that the ‘^liglitesf interferenc(‘ on the ])art of 
the Mini^tfi’-. in mattris r(>nne<-ir<l witli tin* (’<*rporatioM W(»\ild he 
c<tnsidere(l to be an aff.'ick on tin* (dvic liberties of the <’itizcns. on the 
autimoiiiy of tlo* Coi poi ai mn . "mnlailv. Sir, 1 stand here today t»nd 
speak in the lonm* (d tlie I’nner.sify. 1 hope (fo\a*rrm»ent will be 
pie.o«e(l to a( cept iii\ resdliition \vbi(di I f«»nnall> move and wbi(d» 
leads tliu.s: 

“This Assembly is of opinion that the f>rescnc{* of two Members of 
the Council of Ministers oi the (io\ernmeiit of Rengal in the SyndiniU* 
of the Caleutta Univer'^ity atba t> the autonomous working and day-io- 
d.i\' admlni^trati(*n of tliat laxly.” 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at d p m., till S-30 a. in., on Tuesday, 
the 24th March. 1942, at the Assembly Hou.sc, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Beng&I Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Asskmbly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 24th March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 


Present; 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sykd Jalamddlv HASiitM’i) in the Chair, 
8 Hon’ble Ministers and 200 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Medical treatment centres for malaria, etc., in Jesscre. 

•191. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: ia) Will the IlonTde Minister in 
eharjfe of the Public Health and IxkuI Seli-Government Department l)e 
pleased to state whether — 

(/) medical centres are opened; and 

(n) medical ofticers are maintained in malaria-affected areas V 

(h) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that tliere was a jreneral outbreak ot malaria, kalazar and 
dysentery in (lie Chandiliarpur Union Hoard. police-.station 
N a rail, Jessore; 

(//) that a medical centre was opened in Decemlier last at village 
Shunkarpur and a medical officer was jiosted there for two 
months only; and 

(lu) that the people of the said union Iwiard are still suffering from 
malaria, kalaxar and dysentery in large numbersP 

(ct If the answer to {h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon 'Me 
Minister he jileased to state the reasons for discontinuance of medical 
aid from the said union hoard? 

(</) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of opening 
a medical centre at an early date in the same village of the said union 
board with facilities for injection in tases of kalazar and dysentery? 



1942.] QUESTIONS. 343 

(f) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(») what is the birth and death rates of the said union Iwanl for the 
years 1940 and 1941 ; and 

(ii) what are the diseases that caused the increasing deaths!' 

MINISTER in charga of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me Mr. Santeili 
Kumar Basu): ((n Yes, medical treatment centres are opened by local 
bodies in their respective areas. If necessaiy. temporary medical 
licentiates are deputed by Governineiit on receipt of reports of 
epidemic and requisitions for their services by the local bodies. 

(6) (i) Yes. 

(jij A malaria treatment centre was ojiened by the District Hoard 
of Jessore with the help of an epidemic doctor tleputed hy the Director 
of Public Health at Punjrukhali which is just on the other side of the 
river opposite (’hundibarpiir villajre and is also badly affet'ted with 
malaria. One do( tor was deputed by the Director (»f Public Health 
to carry out anti-malaria work in the locality for two months from 
li.'lrd Sej)teml)er, 1941. On tlie expiry of his term another doctor was 
appointed tor months with effect from 28th November, 1941, and w'as 
iii.structed to look after two malaiiu treatment centres, one at Shunkar- 
pur-('</ //>-rhnii<libarpur ami the (»ther at Panjrakliali. 

itii) Malaria still |)rcvails but atUicks from other diseases are ver.> 
small, 

in The l)i.stri(t Jhuiid has already been reipiested by the Di.strict 
Mafji-'tiate lor eoutinuinf," the centre tor two months more in cburKe of 
the mediiai officer tullv etpiipped with medicines and instruments tor 
inje<tit*n' (foveinment ha\e no intention to discontinue merliciil aid 
it (be ( iicunistuiK e*. (it the bK-ality demand it and are repoited by tlie 
Di-tint Hoaid oi Di'-trnt Ma^i.-tiate with fattn and h^Mircs. 

(t/i Does not arise. 

Year. Birth rate. Death rate. 

24-9 24-9 

1941 .. 24*5 29*4 


(It) Malaria. 
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Government grant for reconstruotion of sohooi and madraaaa buildings* 

M92. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the total 
amount of money sanctioned by Government for repair and reconstruc- 
tion of the school and madrassa buildings damaged in the Bakargnnj 
district and in the Chittagong Division by the last cyclone? 

(b) How much money has been allotted for the district of — 

(1) Bakarganj; and 

(2) Noakhali? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state se])arately the 
amounts that have In^eii paid to each of the said districts up to the Gist 
January, 1942? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION and COMMERCE amt 
LABOUR DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 
Karim): tot |{ njiees two lakhs 

(//) (1 ) Ks. 1.25, 000. 

(2) Ks. 75, 00(t for the Chittagong l)ivisM)ii. No sepaiate amount has 
been allotted to Noakhali. 

(r) (!) Bakarganj B.m.57,8()() 

{ID Noakhali Rs.48,()0(). 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the lIon‘)>h- Minister in charge 
be pleased to state what tin* i*s(iniate lltat ^^as receivcnl by Govern- 
ment for th(‘ repair ot m IiooI hoiise.s and Madra^aii buildings damaged 
by the cychuie in Haiisal ami in tht* Chittaj^eiig Division? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The total amounts 
sanctioned are stated in the answei. mz.. R>. 1.25,000 tor Barisal and 
Bs. 75, (KK) for the Chittagong I)i\ision. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Were no e‘<timates received? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Estimates must 
have been received and (Ui the basis ot thohe estimates the amounts 
oieutioued in the answer were granted. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state on v^hat basis the amounts of IN 1.25. (KM) for the 
district of Barisal and tml\ IN. To.tKKl tor the whole of the Chittagong 
Division were calculated and allotted? 
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. Tht Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KAfUMl On the extent 

of the daniap:e8 actually occurrinfr. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister bo 
pleased to tell 11*1 whether any amount was spent for the district of 
Tippera? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM S 1 want notice. 
Probably a lump grunt was made for the Chittagong Division. That 
must have included the amount for the districts of Noakhali and 
Tippera. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it a fact that damage was 

caused by tlie cyclone to >cho(d huildingn in the distric't of Tippera P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Must have been. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAillD: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to ^tate if any tuilliei Mim would bo paid toi the Noakbuli districtP 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The figure given 

showN the puMiient-* actually nnob* u|) to the dlsl January, 1942. 
Furtliei [tu.sinerHH mu^t have been ma<ic during this interval. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I want to know what was the amounlP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That 1 cannot 

tell you ju*"! now. 


Establishment of a School Board in Rajshahi diatriot. 

*183. Mautvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (//; Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Education Depurlment he pleased to slate 
whether rt i.s in the contemplation of Government to start a District 
School Boani in the Kajshahi district P 

(b} If the au.swer tg {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hlo 
Minister l>e pleased to state when it wdll be started? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Yes. 
(b) Not till (he economic condition of (he district improves. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMBD ALI: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the people of the district of Bajahabi 
are very anxious to have a District School Board established as early 
as possible?' 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I do not know, 
but the Collector of liajshahi and Commissioner of the Rajshahi Divi- 
sion as also the Revenue Department of the Government of Bengal 
are against the imposition of any cess this year having regard to the 
fact that the Revenue Department has already given over Rs. 1,26,000 
as agricultural loan. 


Mfi 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the people of the Rajshahi district are prepared to pay Educa- 
tion Cess for Primary Education in that district. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I presume not 

Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Is the Lion Me Minister aware 
that the Rujshuhi District Boanl hu.^ ado])ted a resolution accepting 
the scheme?' 


The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware. 

Mr^ H, 8« 8UHRAWARDY: D it the jxdiev of Government that 
wherever agricultural loans are (Uitstanding. District School Boards 
should not he cstubhNhc<l ?' 


The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Not as a hard 
and fast principle 


Establishment of Co-operative Credit 8ocieties in certain parts of 
Mymensingh. 

M84. Khan 8ahib HAMIDDUDDIN AHMED: l^ the Hon Me 

Minister in charge of the ('o-operative Credit ami Hural Indebtedness 
Department aware that there is a demand amongst agriculturists of 
Au.stagram, Niklili, Bajitpur. Bhairab and Kuliarchar police-stations of 
Mymensingh for the establishment of ('o-oj>erative Oedit Societies? 
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(b) Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of villages in those five police>stations separately; 
and 

(n) the number of Co-operative Credit Societies at present existing 
in each of those thanaa showing numl)er of new societies 
that have been established in 1940 ami 1941 separately.*^ 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT tiHl 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Hasheni AM Khan): (o) Applications were received 
for the or^»-aiiJsufif)ii ot C(*-opcrat i v<* So«-icties, but they were wanted 
xnainl\ a measure of temporary relief in areas aflecled by flood and 
not for sujiplsin^f tlo' mirrnal seasonal reipiiremeiits of the memliers 
in respect of eiiltivation loan. 

(6) A statement is laid on the Table. 

Stat/!meni referred to in reply to clause (b) of starred question No. 194. 

(•) The number of villages in the following |)olioe -stations — 





Number 



Name of fwlice-station. 


of 





villages. 



1 Austagrain 


r)3 



2. Nikhli 

. . 

Km 



3. Ilajitpur 


81* 



4. Jlhairab 

. . 

32 



Kuharchar 

.. 

441 




Total 

32H 



No. of Credit 

Number of New 

<»» 

) Ivame of polioo-station. 

Societies 

Hooiotios established 



existing 

in the year — 



at prosemt. 

A 

Im, 




1940. 

1. 

Austagram 

4 

.. 


2. 

Nikhli 

12 


1 

3. 

Bajitpur 

18 

3 

• • 

4. 

Bhairab 

137 

19 

21 

5. 

Kuliarebar 

m 

14 

36 



(a) 230 

(6) 36 

(6) .58 


23 


(a) includes (6). 
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Khan Sahib HAMIOUDDIN AHMAD: Is the Honble Minister 
aware that the demand was made by the villagers where there was no 
society in existence and by people whose requirements could not be 
met by the scanty help that was given by Government as temporary 
relief ? 

TKe Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: As I 

said in reply («) i>etitionH were filed for taking loans by way of relief 
measure but the (k)-o|>erative movement ih not meant for that. We 
want permanent sotdeties to give seasonal relief at the time of cultiva- 
tion. 

Khan Sahib HAMIOUDDIN AHMAD: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware tlnit many petitioners were in need of money to meet their cost 
of cultivaiiofi ? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: For 

the time being for a particular year, i)ut (h(' society is not meant for 
any particular year, 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to stale il tlier<‘ i^ any bar in starting ( 'o-ojierative Credit 
vS(»cieties in areas where tluua* have Ihmui faims'r Such societies may 
lead to permanent societies when tlie time wall come. 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: If they 

want it for that pur|>o.se to form permanent societies the department will 
l>e too glad to accord sanction to it, but if they want only for a jiarti- 
cular season or for a partiiular yeai in that t'ase the Co-operative 
Department cannot do anything. 

Khan Sahib HAMIOUDDIN AHMAD: AVill the Hon ble Minister 

lit* pleased to tidl us iiow the (lovernmeiit propo.se to meet the demand of 
those j)eo])le wlio liave no other alternative of getting relief? 


The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: That 
is a mutter tor the consideration of the Iteveuue Department, I cannot 
*<ay. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the applications that were received for the 
establishment of co-operative societies in this district were for tempo- 
rary or permanent societies? 
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‘ The Hon*bl€ Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASH EM ALI KHANi I an 

not in potisession of tho^o applioutions which were received by local 
officials and forwarded to the Kegistrar i>f Co-operative Societies. So 
far as 1 am awaie they were for >ocieties of a temporary nature. 

Mr. NIKUNdA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether those applications were made for permanent 
societies or temporary societies and. if so, whether he will be pleased 
to enquire into the matter? 

The Hon*bte Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Yes, 

certainly. 


Sale of country spirit in Darjeeling distriot. 

*195. Mr. DAMBAR SINGH CURUNC: Will the lion ble 
Minister in char^^e ol tlie Excise and Forest Department be pli’ased to 
la\ on the Table a stat(*ment showinjit the fifrnre of sale of country spirit 
in the following sulnlivisions in the district of Darjeelin^t for the 
periods -- 

(it) dul\, Htdft. to December, HldO; 

{h \ July. 194(1, t(» December, 1949; anti 

(c) -Inly. Hm , to DecemlK»r, 1941, in- 
(I) Sad.ir subdivision, 

(2 I Kur.seonjf, 

(d) Sili^run^ and 

(4! Kaliiiipon^? 

MINISTER in charge of the FORESTS and EXCISE DEPART* 
MENT (the Hon’bte Mr. Upendra Nath Barman): A statem4»nt is kid 
on the Table. 


Staifmrni rrf erred to in reply to starred queMion No. 



July, 1939, to 

1939. 

July, 1949, to 
Dooember, 
194t). 

July, 1941, to 
DiH«mber, 

1941. 


L. P. 
Gailoni. 

L. P. 
Gallonn. 

L. P. 
Gallons. 

(IJ Sadar Sukli vision . 

3,143 

3,102 

4,016 

(2) Kuneong 

2.ft52 

2,552 

3,113 

(3) iSiliguri 

6,635 

7,342 

7.660 

(4) Kaltmpong 

2,951 

3,258 

5.620 
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Point of PrhrilofpB. 

Dr. gURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE; From notices sent to ns, 
Sir, it appears that motions for demands for grants will be moved 
tomorrow afternoon and of the ten heads to be taken up one is “47 — 
Miscellaneous Department” and another is “I^abour”. You know, 
Sir, that “I/abour” is an important subject and I am afraid that if 
an important subject like “J/abour” is discussed in the afternoon, we 
may not get proper and sufficient opportunities for want of time. I 
would, therefore, draw your attention to this matter and like to have 
an assurance from you that at least during the discussion on “Labour” 
sufficient time will Ije given. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The time allotted has been fixed by His 
Excellency the Governor, but if a little more time is required, 
certainly I shall try to accommodate you. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

42— Co-operation. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Sir. 
•n the recomnHUidat ion of the (ioveinor, 1 b(*g to iiiovt* that the demand 
of Ks. 1(1,78,000 be granted tor expenditure under the head “4)3 — Go- 
operation.” 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of H** Hi, 78, 000 under the head “42 Go-operation” be 
reduced by IL. KKb 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the object of my cut motion is to raise 
a di-u ussion ulH)ut the failure of the Government to formulate any 
vonquehensive scheme for the eo-operative movement in IJengal in 
general ami also for giving adequate credit facilities to the rural 
people in jiarticular. 

Sir, the problem of redeeming the old debt.s of the rural people is 
ao less pressing tliau the question of their credit facilities today. The 
village people require and require very urgently a machinery through 
which they can secure credit for their day-to-day work and for meeting 
the normal demand of tbeir creditors as well. 

When almost the whole agricultural population of rural Bengal 
was groaning under the heavy pressure of debt and all their belongings 
including their lauds were about to go into the hands of their creditors 
Government came to their rescue and arranged for a temporary relief 
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by puttinpr the Ajrricultural Debtorj* Act into oj>eration. But. Sir, thii 
measure of debt relief would be of no help in the lonpr run unless tha 
State is substituted as the creditor for them in times of need. The 
Government of the day has miserably failed in this respect. A fro(><l 
portion of the debt of rural people has l)een advanced on the security 
of the land and even unsecured loans in most case.s ultimately fall on 
the land. Unless the Government make .suitable arraiifreinent for rural 
credit at no distant date most of the rural people will turn into lai«Uesa 
liegj^-ars or lalH)urers, 

Sir, the onl\ s^dulion of this intricate problem of rural indebtedness 
and agricultural finance is the expansion and reor(ranisation of th§ 
co-operative movement. The working of the »lepartment has not at 
all been a success in (he past. The prohlem of rehabilitating the 
entire movement through its credit side has l>ecome more acute Uiaa 
ever Indore. So far the economic side of the movement has been iot4iUy 
ignored. The societies should l)e put on a .sound working basis so that 
all these <’o-operative institutions may earn the (‘onfidence of the 
people in order that they may n(»t only function as a means of supplyiag 
credit to the members but that they will In* able to pursue co-operative 
principles for llie proper application of the i-redit facilities for prodac« 
tive purposes. ( i(»verum<*nt must see that the original purposes of 
these so(Meties — nainelv . the infusion of new capital in the agricultural 
industry and the li(juidatioii of the indebtedness of the agriculturists — 
are fulfilled. Hut, Sii, whatever he the reason, tin* fart remains that 
this remains unfulfilled a.s before. These societies have 

been largely confined to serving tlie credit needs of the ugrictiliurisU 
and they never went into those other fields of (’o-operative enterprise 
which would have aimed at raising the pioduelivity of the land. 

A legislative measure like (he Mimeylenders Act only cannot save 
our p«*ople from the tyranny of the usurious money-leoders except !^y 
the growth of the co-operative movement and mor** by the habits of 
thrift inculcated by that movement. It has Is^en rightly olwerved by 
the Royal Comiiiission on Agriculture that “where thrift is ulwent, 
the vagaries of the immsoon drive the people to liorrow and unless the 
co-operative movement spreads irit>o every village and includes every 

inhabitant in its fold, liorrowing will continue .To a very great 

extent the cultivator in India laUiurs not for profit nor for a net return 
nor for a .subsistence. The crowding of the people on land, the lark 
of alternative means of securing a living, the difficulty of finding any 
avenue of escajK* and the early age at which a man is burdened with 
defiendants combine to force the cultivator to grow food wherever he 
can and on whatever terms he can. Where his land has passed into 
the possession of his creditor no legislation will sene his need, no 
tenancy law will protect him. for food he needs land and for land k$ 
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must plead before a creditor to whom he probably already owes more 
than the total value of the whole of his assets.’’ It is, therefore, 
-extremely probable that any le^^islative measure designed to relieve the 
agriculturists and debtors without at the same time providing for 
finance and credit will fail to achieve its purpose. I^ack of credit at 
the proper time compels the agriculturists to rush for sale of his lands 
at any price to the advantage of the capitalists and of late such transfer 
has increased to a great extent. 


Sir, the condition of the middle class non-agriculturists who mainly 
depend upon their limited income out of the land he possesses is ho})e- 
lessly awkward. They borrow but they do not know from what source 
to pay and liow to pay back. Average people of this class are drowned 
in debt a large portion of which is hereditary. The loans they took 
were entirely unproductive. It is the paramount duty of the Govern- 
ment to take over the responsibility of redeeming these debts along 
with the accumulaWd debts ot the agriculturists. The people of rural 
liengal constitute the State and their assets, whatever they are, are 
the assets of the State. Tiider such circumstances (lovernment will not 
run the risk of losing anything in shouldering the responsibilty. With 
a view to achieving this object the previous (Toverninent took uj) the 
Bcheme of establishing J/und Mortgage Banks and ])rovided money for 
five such banks in the current year’s budget l>ut the .so-< alled ]>rogressive 
Ministry has failed io give effect to the scheme The (Government 
should not falter in taking up a progressive scheme of establishing a 
l^and Mortgage Bank in each subdivision and organise (uie co-o])erative 
bank in each union witliout any delay. The previous (lovemment 
allotted, as can W seen from the budget, a sum of Rs. 1.. "12, 000 for 
louufi to non-agriculturists of some places. This was a right move in 
the right direction but the presei^t (tovernment has totally ignored that 
class of peojile and their recpiirements. 

As for th(* agiiculturi.sts the volume of their debt is so vast and its 
burden is so pressing that (he t)rthodox principles of credit improve- 
ment would scarcely avail in all ca.se.s. Many of the agriculturists’ 
debts have far exceeded the total value of all they possess and their 
net earning of the year is not sufficient even to meet the legal claim 
on aci’ount ot interest of their creditors. Other cases are such that the 
debtors must have paid several times over, taking the debt in the 
aggregate. The idea of complete I'ancellatimi of the whole of such 
debts must have to he ctuisi(lere<l hy the (Toveniment. This has l>een 
•mpbiyed hy the leading nations of the world in respect of their 
aat ioual debt oved to non-nationals. 


Agriculturists constitute the vast majority of the total population 
of Bengal. It is they who form the backlwne of the nation, and it 
ia they who produce money and distribute it to the different branches of 
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Supply of revenue and the State is hound to nurture them properly. 
The nation cannot prosper unless the condition of this class of |>eople 
improves. Failure on the part of the Government to fonuulaU* a 
definite scheme of rural credit has been one standinp scandal in this 
province. The (Joverninent should at {»nce l<M>k into the proper func- 
tioning of the rural credit societies already in existence and at the 
same time should organise at least one such society in each village on 
the average. Short-term loans are imlispensalde for the c\iltivators to 
grow their crops, us for instaru'e, purchase of cattle and seeds, etc. 
Other sourees of rural (‘re<lit having he<*ome t(»tally dried up for various 
reasons and in the ahsemc of such credit urrang“ement hv the (iovern- 
nient reckless sale of land hv the agriiiilturints has become the order 
of the (lay and the result is going to In* disastrous. There was pn^vision 
for Ks. this year t«)r granting short-term loans to co-operative 

agricultural so( ietu‘s. The legitimate demand of the agriculturists of 
ilo' hJtfiti area of Kishoregauj subdivision as well us of other such 
places for short-term loans has lu'en refused. The prayer of the .igri- 
culturist*. ot llhairah. Austagram, Nikhli and of many other jdaces for 
getting sin h hums has Ikmui rejected. It is much to be regretted that 
the (iovernnieiit ha%e shamelessly sluiwn an unsp(»nt amount of 
Rs. 14.74 ,(MM) on this acc<»unt on the face (d all-round demands by the 
needy. Many such cultivators bad to jairt ultb their lands due to 
the inactivity, luther callousness, (d the department. I am sure the 
lion' l)]e Minister ones an «‘Xplanation on thivS (pieHtiou. 

Due to glooni\ f)r()spect of jute < rop next year and for the bud time 
the agricnltui i-'is Imd i(» pass this year diH‘ to flood, cyclone, etc., and 
for the political situation as well the demand for loan is sure to lie 
heavier, but in the c(Uiiirig \ear also (Tovenimi'nl have providial the 
same amount of Ks. I mfi say without any fear (d contra- 

diction that this is not at all suflieient. If the (ioverninent really 
want to .save the agriculturists which they profess los» do they niuet 
come forward with more money and organise agricultural societies in 
places wherever there demand. 

I'he rural people an^ today f’onfronted with a pitialde situation for 
want (d any other facility for credit. This is the proldem of all pro- 
blem.s Indore the (ioverninent for immediate sidiition. 

W ith these few words. I ('oniniend 1113' motion for acceptance of the 
House. 

^IBNATH BANERilEE* Sir. I Iw^g to move that (he demand 
of Ks. for e.vfx'nditure under the head “42 -f.’o-operation'’ 

be reduced by Ks. KMt. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, each for all and 
ail for each is the fundamental principle on which the co-operative 
movement is l>ased. I am afraid 1 shall have U> go into the A B C of 
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these fundamentals. Translated into economic language it means that 
the whole process of production and diptribution will be carried on in 
a co-operative spirit and by the co-operative movement. Today 
capitalism is reigning throughout the world and to speak of the co- 
operators controlling production and distribution might sound a little 
strange, but the co-operators who initiated the movement actually had 
that dream and with that dream the movement was started. That 
movement has crossed the seas and come into this land and about 30 
years ago the movement was initiated in this countiy. But, alas, 
the fundamental principle has been altogether lost sight of. The 
question of production and distribution is not thought of at all and 
in this country co-operation is almost synonymous with co-o])erative 
credit and rural credit at that. Of the 30,000 co-operative societies, 
barely 5 per cent, are producer societies and a number less than that 
would be distributing societies and tbe rest are credit societies and no 
attempt has been made by co-operatives to devcdop on the line of 
production and distribution. 

Sir, this subject I raised on the last occasion during the budget cut 
motion, hut for the present let us leave aside the question of a new 
orientation of the movement towards tackling the complex and com- 
])licated problem of production and distribution and let us examine for 
a moment the movement as it i^. Cases of incomjieteiK'e and ineffi- 
ciency, (‘as(‘s of failure to audit timely or audit at all for two or three 
years consecutively after realising heavy and excessive audit fees and 
cases of detalcation ot huge sums of money are too numerous and 
sickening to Iw mentioned year after year in this House. The name 
of the co-oj)(*rative itself has been thoroughly discredited, but it is 
really a very great potential movement with 30,tX)0 societies, with half 
a million meiuhership and wdth working capital running into crores. 
Therefore, since we came to this House and even before that we have 
l>een crying Ibr a thorough enquiry into the working of this depart- 
ment so that the approach could he corrected and changed fundamentally 
and also the defects of the existing state of affairs may be rectified. 
But the ex-Minister for Co-operation would not care and the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister himself had often gone out of his way to assure us that 
everything w’ould l)e remedied and rectified. But, alas, we know what 
the result has l)een. With the change of Ministry, we have again, come 
forward with the suggestion of appointing a committee of enquiry. 
The movement is aln^ut 30 years old and it is high time to take stock 
of things even if there were not so many glaring instances of .omission 
and commission on the part of those who are in administrative charge 
of the department. It may l>e said that this is war time and Govern- 
ment cannot do much regarding this matter at this time. Sir, my 
contention would be that because it is war time, it is all the mor# 
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t^ecessary to give a new orientation to this movement. In these days 
we are about to enter into a olose alliant’e with China and we have 
heard and read a lot alK»ut China, l^et us hwk at China. What China 
has been able to do during four years and a half of war timeP It is 
known to all eoncerned that during these four years and a half most 
of the industrial ]>arts of China have been occupied by .Jopan and 
most of the industrial regions are now lost to the Chinese nation. 
More than 7b per cent, of the industries wore in these regions, but 
China rose up to the occasion and by means of the industrial co-opera- 
tives they have taken at least 7b per cent, of the industries into the 
inner regu)ns and re-established tliere and n(>w the production is more 
than what it was before in ihcKse industrial regions. There are ?10,000 
ea-operative.x liinetioning today in (’hina and that is the place wliero we 
should look for a model f)f uhut the lo-operalive movement hen* can 
do. 


I 7 (‘t me here read out what Dr. C. J. Pao, Chinese Consul-OeneraU 
Calcutta, and Mth. Pao, said in their recent radio speeches on “Co- 
prosperit> in Action": “These industrial co-operatives, almost !10,(MK) 
in nuinln*!’ today, are not only economic in nature but educational as 
well. They have supjdied many of the war time demands of the 
country as well as met the need.s of everyday life of the jH'ople, parti- 
cularly in rural diNtricts. Vocational education has lM*en brought to 
the co-op(‘rati\ es uhirh has helped extensively the* sohition of the 
Chinese social probl(*m. More than 7b per rent, of C'hinese industries 
have }>eeii removed from the occupied territories and removed to the 
interior and are being run by the industrial eo-operatives." 

Sir, I can also (|Uote from several other booklets wbieh were pub- 
lished by the Chine.se eo-operatives. Madame Sun Yat-sen in her 
message to the World Youth Congress said: "Japan destroys not only 
our families and homes. She seeks al)ovc* all to destrciy <»ur modem 
industries in order to make our people agrarian slaves. She already 
has smashed and vMzed 7b per cent, of our maehine industry and left 
more than a million workers jobles.s. In answer to this holocaust we 
do not lose hope. Our people and our Government an determined to 
rebuild productive jujwer even during wartime," 

"Through eo-o|>erative,s w'C' hope to absorb refugees" — and by the- 
way, ten thousand ami more refugees are coming to Calcutta today 
from Burma — "and divert millions in relief funds from unproductive 
refugee camps in Japanese-orrupied areas, where our destitute com- 
patriots are merely kept alive until the Japanese are ready to exploit 
them. Industrial co-o|>eratives can maintain the economic stability of 
our internal market, and thus avoid chaos in the villages even if tho 
Japanese occupy all our cities. They can utilise idle workers, keep our 
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BoldierA clotlied and fed, avoid famine and other consequences of 
economic dislocation, support prolonged resistance, and make Japanese 
occupation of our cities entirely profitless.’’ 

I think I need not quote any more. Whatever I have quoted from 
Madame Sun Yat-sen and Dr. C. J. Pao will give us some idea as to 
what potentialities these co-operatives have. In war time there is 
another aspect to which our attention is daily drawn. Prices are 
soaring high and the necessaries of life are not only too dear hut some- 
times not available at all. We have not much experience here yet, 
hut in the Punjab and United Provinces, for instance, it is very diffi- 
cult to get wheat and in this sj)here also the co-oi)eratives can come to 
our rescue — the rescue of the wage-earners and people of small means. 

Here let us look at Russia. 1 am not talking of Russia after the 
Revolution, 1 am talking of Russia before the Revolution. In 1914 
there were 15 lakhs of memWrs in the co-ojieratives — consumers’ co- 
operatives. During the war when the prices were rising they were 
experiencing almost the same sort of condition and difh(‘ulties that we 
are experiencing here, because they were also governed at that time 
hy a tlioroughly incompetent ('zardom, — the pric'cs were rising and 
then tho co-opeiatives came to their rescue and within three years from 
1914 to 1917 membersliip r(»se to 9b lakhs, i.e., 4tHl per rent, and the 
working capital also increased many times. (>f course what happened 
lifter proletariat revolution 1 shall only just (juoie a little. In 1940 
memliership of Village Uonsumers Societies was 4 erores, — out of a 
population of 20 erores, let it be remembered. 

I have ])ointed out U'fore that the potentiality of the movement 
has not been tapped at all. In Itengal all that tbi* co-operative move- 
ment ivS trying t 4 > do is to give cheap credit to tlie agriculturists and 
in that respect they have substantially succeeded, but after all if the 
income of thy agriculturists is not increased, it the productive power 
is not substantially im reused. the agriculturists cannot pay back the 
loans tliut they take and. therefore, the movement has come to grief. 
It is no use either changing the Act or the Rules or the Registrar or 
the Minister or the Ministry as such, unless the fundamental apjiroach 
is different, unless the productivity i«» increased, unless these things 
are done, the peasant cannot pay hack his loan and, therefore, the 
movement will remain in the same stalemate condition or it will he 
worse than what we find tinlay. Only hy using these co-oi)erative 
societies — this large jnenil>ership and huge working capital for j)rodiic- 
tive pur]K>ses or even for distribution — for production seems to he very 
<?omplieat4‘d and even if foreign Government stand in the way of 
•developing the industries here — at least the process of distribution 
•could have been taken up very easily jind very early, and the move- 
ment could be improved. For instance, if all the jute grown in Bengal 
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were dealt with and marketed by the eo-operative societies a few erorea 
of rupees could be earned from marketiny- of jute alone. Therefore, 
it would not 1 e neiessary to extrac t the last dro]) of blood from the 
I)easant io rt^alise the crop loan or the old outstanding debts that are 
<Tirshing him by their burden. Similarly it x'c* can tac'kle the problem 
of rice and otlier agricultural commodities through the co-operative 
societies only b\ process ol distributicm and not ])roduction. mind you, 
then al-'ii ran nuiKe a huge protit and do a gieat service to the agri- 
cultural p(»pulaiion and to the ]>opulation •»{ Bengal as a whole. I 
would not take much time* oi the llou'^e. because mmdi time is not 
given in the•^e da.N". .\lr«*adv the bhn* light is there* 1 would request 
Mr. l)ej)ut\ Speakei to give me five minute's more*. (The honourable 
memicer was allowed jinother two minute's to spi'uk.) 1 was speaking 
ol my own expc't ouicc' In Howrah then* was a (’o-(»|M‘rati ve Central 
Bank. In IbdT-dS it went into liciuidation and it is still in the process 
<d Iniuidation The lujuidaticm pioet'ss is not yet over. There was 
an asset ot sdim* lout thousand rupe'es hut this was not uvailahle either 
to the department or to those* who wante'd to start another (’entral 
Bank there d he* de-pai tmc'nt is ahscdvite'ly unwilling to move e>r is 
imupiilrle of moving in the* matter’ of ln|inelation proceedings. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Have the liquidators realised their 
fees'' 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: I do not know what is being done. 
Thai reminds me ot the .lute* Sales Society that we*nt into lie[uidation 
ten or twelve years liac k. The* pro<*ess di liepiidation is still going on. 
Rufiees dO laklis wc'ie* outstumling. The'se* wen* th«*ir assets, 1 do not 
know how much ha** bee'ii legalised oi wheth<*r anything has been realised 
at all or whether the proe-ess cd liepiidatiem will be e*\er finisln*d in our 
lifetime. That is the case with the Central Bank. The beauty of it is 
that there were onl\ o Assistant Reg-istrurs iM'iore and the* ex-Minister 
thought that five was n<it enough. Sc» he* im reased the* numb«*r from 5 
to IT, There are IT As-istaiit Ke'gistrar.s and we* find no im[»rovement. 
On the eontrarv, there have bef*n seune re*ti<>grade steps. For instance, 
the Assi>tani Registrar foi Bureiwan Division used to stay in Calcutta, 
lie wa«* eaHil\ ace t ssible to peeiple from Howrah, Hooghly and also 
from Rurdwun, Bankura and other elisirict.s. Now he is staying in 
Chiiisuiah. I do not know whom he is serving, becau.se most of the 
WK'ieties are in Howrah. Those whicli are* in the Aramhagh subdivision 
ofMhe Hooghly elistrict canroet gee te» Chiiisurah unb*^s they come to 
Howrah and r/o Heiwrah they liave to go to Chiiihurah. Therefore, 
the department has thought fit 

(At this stage the meiiilK*r reached his time-limit.) 



358 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[24th March, 


I want two minutes more, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will close the debate on Co-operation 
at 10 o’clock. So I cannot allow you more time. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: I have not yet dealt with the rules 
which are before us. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Debt Conciliation portion should 
not take one and half hours. Surely yon will a^ree that Co-operation 
is one of the most important subjects. We have ^ot only four speakers 
left. How’ will you distribute theniy l^et un ^o as usual uj) to half 
past 10 for Co-operation aiid up to (juaiter i>a>t eleven for Debt Con- 
ciliation and then the motions may be put to vote. We presume that 
there will not be much division today. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERdEE: This is a very important matter and 
I wuint some more time. 

(The honourable memlHT \^as alhwed to on.) 

Another imp(>rtant soci(‘t\ is the (’o-operative Transport Society. 
We tried to break the ice. We thought let u^ start sometlnnp (Ui a new 
line! We tried to start the Co-operative Trans]>ort Service. For one 
year we had to jro from door to door, from the Assistant Registrar to the 
Inspector and from the Registrar to the Minister, but it could not be 
registered and then one Assistant Registrar came and said that he would 
examine the bye-la>\s. Whatever changes he made we accepted. AVe 
accepted even the t timma, semi-(‘olon and d<»t suggested by the Assistant 
Registrar. And then we sent the ainemled bye-1 and even then it 
t(H)k nearly 9 months to get it regi.>tered and by that time the war was 
on. Even after that, we could not get jiermission to api)ly for regis- 
tration even though we got the assurance of the then Home Minister Sir 
Nazimuddin that >[iecial preference would be given to Societies of this 
type. Hut up to this time (loveriiment are absolutely against giving 
not only any conce.ssion but even a fair deal to the Society. I would 
not like to speak on any other individual Society now. 

Now, Sir, I come to the most important item. AVe had been asking 
for an enquiry. Instead of that, we were told “Here is a Bill coming” 
and when the Rill came before the House item after item we opposed 
because that Bill instead of giving any new* orientation, all that itidid 
was to indemnify the Registrar and give him more powers and sought 
to panalise the non-ofticial workers. Now the Registrar is one I.C.S. 
man and even if it is not so, he is indemnified by so many provisions of 
the Act and the Rules. Those who are paid by the rate-payers are all 
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indemnified from any penalty for any fault for which they would be 
responsible. But the non-official workers who work honorarily for the 
moTenient are all collectively and severally made responsible and a fine 
80 high as Ks. 2o per day is inflicted for any continued offence. For 
instance, if the Registrar thinks fit to issue a circular that such and 
such returns should be sent and if one society fails to comply with the 
circular, that society, its Secretary and other members of the Directorate 
are forced to pay Rs. 2o per (la\ for the continuation of the offence. It 
is a scandalous state of things. I am glad, Sir, that the Iloirble 
Minister had an opportunity of li.stening to the views of the co-operators 
who came to the conference, organised by the Co-operative Alliance the 
other day. I am grateful to the Alliance for <»rgauising the conference 
and the men who organised and tho.ne who spoke there were not agita- 
tors as perhaps the (Jmernmeut think that members of these benches 
are. .‘^cune of them, at least the ]>romine!it among them are liai 
Bahadurs and Khan Bahadurs, a(‘tual or jirospective. Tlic> s]>oke in 
terms which the IDm'hle Minister listened to and after he went away 
the conference continued umler the able chairmanship of Mr. Words- 
worth. He listened to further speeches on the same lines 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope \ou are including item No. 22 
in )our speech. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE: I am not. J have not spoken a w’ord 
about it. J ‘’hall .H])eak on that motion when the turn comes. Now, 
Sir, It is a state of uffair.s which must he mended 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Plea.se sit down. Your 
time Is already over. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, I beg 
to move (hat the demand of Hs. lb, 78,000 under the head “42 -~-(Y)-opera- 
tion " be reduced b> Rs. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a dis- 
cus.sion about the policy pursued 1»\ the De]»art merit. 

It is hardly necessary to recall the background which necessitated 
the introiluction of the co-operative movement in the days of the 
Bureaucratic Government in Bengal. Let me, in passing, remind the 
House of onlj‘ one aspect of the picture. Rural Bengal, particularly 
the cultivators, improvident as they were, ran in debts over head and 
ears. The wily and greedy mahajans took full advantage of the situa- 
tion. The ignorant and unsuspecting peasants fell an easy prey to the 
rapacious greed of the money-lenders. As a result of this systematic 
tyranny upon the cultivators they began to lose their ancestral proper- 
ties. Things came to such a pass that thousands and thousands of 
cultivators were compelled to take shelters in the jungles of Hill-Tippera 
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and Assam, their lands and their homesteads having been auctioh- 
purchased by the money-lenders. Those who elected to stay in^ could 
do it Only as serfs and street-beggars. When such an appalling state 
of affairs continued in the country the then Government thought it 
desirable to cry a halt and to launch in the co-operative movement wi^h 
the avowed object of alleviating the miseries of the teeming million.s of 
rural Bengal. It was undoubtedly a right move in the right direction. 
Resuscitation and rehabilitation of the rural economy was the watch- 
word of this movement. High hopes were built and the peasants 
regarded the movement a.s a panacea of their ills. But subsetiuent 
working of the movement utterly shatterered the high hope.s and 
aspirations of the country. The movement of eo-openition unlike that 
in the Punjab and America, degenerated itself into a still more oppress- 
ing money-lending agency. The movetnent, as ill-luck would have it, 
solely confined its sphere of activities to lending (»f money and realisa- 
tion of the same with comi»ound interest. The main sjuiit of the move- 
ment was absolutely lost siglit (»f. The true spirit ot co-oi>eration was 
n(»t infused in the mind.^ of those wlio joined together only to >eeurp 
a loan. People were not taught to distinguish between a productive 
loan and an unproductive loan. It would be a standing disgrace to the 
Co-operative Department if its member takes a loan of Bs. and 
spends the entire amount in the circumcisif)!! ceremony of his son. 
Instances of thoughtless and wanton expenditures of a like nature can 
l>e multiplied. 

Sir, then there came an age of (Oppression and rejoression to the 
co-oi)erat iv(» debtors. People \\ere made to remain statiding in breast- 
liigh water or kept standing in the sun with their p>es turned towards 
the scorcliing sun for tlieii failurj’ to pay the instalment money in time. 
There were agitations agaiti-Nt their atrocities in the Pr(*ss and on the 
platform. This state ot affairs continued till the end of the Bureau- 
cratic Government. 

Then, Sir, with tlie advent of the autonomy in the Province thing.s 
took a different turn Bepressions came to an end but the condition 
of the debtors remained as rotten as ever. Government Department and 
the Legislature put their heads together to ev(dve some scheme to 
improve the miserable lot of the co-operative debtors. With that end 
ill view the Go-operative Act was amended and also a well-thought-out 
Debenture Scheme was conceived and a shape given. The imperative 
necessity of the DeWnture S(’heme was felt both inside and outside of 
the House as well as by the Government in order to scale down the 
inordinate heavy amoxinl of co-operative debts pressing down on the 
shoulders of the peasants of Bengal. The paying capacity of the people 
deteriorated very much, hut the debts began to swell as ever. It must 
be admitted that special Debt Settlement Boards have been set up in 
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some of the Central Banks within the Province. But here, too, I am 
constrained to observe that scaling down of the debts U n<»t very often 
as it should be. 

Sir, when the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan was not a 
Minister, I have always seen him very mucli sympathetically disposed 
towards the poor co-operative debtors and particularly an ardent 
ad v(K’att‘ of the Debenture Scheme. Sir. 1 know if we mean business 
we should not indulge in throwing <liit at each other. I'nfortunately, 
this appears to be one of the policies «)f the present Ministrv. The 
other day we heard Khan Bahadur Karim in the House condemning the 
free Primarv Education Act. Btuigal. as a piece of electioneering h*gis- 
lation. Does he not feel that it is late a cry ^ I am sure* nobody 
has cared to give any consideration t(» the foam and froth as ai’cording 
to the revedations of Khan Balonlur Karim himself I he caiu'cr passed 
over his head. 

Sir. there is no use in throwing and eounter-t browing mud at <*ach 
other Let us mean business. Eel us go ahead. The* testing time* has 
come for the Hon’hle Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan. He himsedf 
advocated the Dehentuic S( helm* ami (iod ha-' given him the* opportunilv 
to put it into execution But unalloycMl since? ity will he demandc'd rf 
him. 1 am certain if he sincerely appi*oaches the* problem, be can easily 
solve it. If the Debenture Scheme is not put into execution within a 
reasonably short period the country will be forced to conclude that 
Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan is not sincere in his professions, In 
that ca'-c lie* may cam the cjiithet “Like (runt, like Shi^hifn'' 

Sir, it appears that with the formation of the present Cabinet tin* 
prdice-temper of scuiie of the oilicers of the ('o-op«*rat ive Department is 
reviving and I am taking this opportunity to place some instances of 
oppressions to the pointc^l attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge* 
of the Department. I hope the Hon’hlc Minister will take early steps 
to redress the grievance. Sir, Balm Juanendra Nath Sen (Hipta, an 
Inspector, ( 'o-operative So(*ietie,s attached to the Comilhi Central Bank, 
went to the Duaira dunior MudraMali within police-stat if)n Duhidwau, 
Tip]»era. on 27tli February, 1942 for collection of loans. He called 
Maiilvi Mukshad Ali. Secretary of the Khiraikandi Joutha Bank, and 
demanded money from him. The Sc'cretury pleaded inability to pay 
on that day as he eould not collect money from other dcditors, Bui 
the Inspector filthily abused him and camfined him in the Madrasah 
premises for long six hours. That day was a Friday and at the Jvmuui 
prayer time the Secretary verbally ^irayed to the Inspector for per- 
mission t4) go to the moHC]ue and say his prayers. But the Inspector 
in a police-temper refused him permission. Consequently the Secre- 
tary could not say his prayers. The Secretary is a respectable man 
of the locality. He felt very much insulted and humiliated. The 
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Secretary then put in a written complaint to the Assistant Registrar 
of the Tippera Division. No action has been yet taken. Reports of 
similar treatment by the said officer have reached me. He has made 
himself very much unpopular in the locality. The movement in 
Tippera will suffer very much if the Inspector is kept there. A man 
of imperialistic; temperament ill fits the department which deals with 
ptM)r unlettered cultivators. I appeal k) the Hon ’hie Minister to see 
that Tippera gets rid of him. 

Sir, before I resume my scat I must siiy that the cultivators in 
Tippera arc passing through very tiiiserable days. Genuine cases of 
starvation have been reported to me. It is not unlikely that people 
will die of starvation this year. The floods and .the cyclone have 
brought in all these miseries for the people. The (V>-operative Depart- 
ment must rise up to the situation. More money will be required 
this year. I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to be more liberal this 
year in the matter of sanctioning loans to the Central Banks. 

With these w'ords, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mft 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy Sjaniker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 16,78,0tK) for expenditure under the head 
*‘42 — Ck>-operation” he reduced by Rs. lOt). The objt'ct of my motion 
is to raise a discussion on the activities ol the Bengal Co-operative 
Insurance Society, Limited. 

Sir, with regard to the Bengal Co-oj)erative Insurani c Society about 
which I wish to say a tew words, it is like whipping a dead horse 
because that Soeiety has been merged in the Aiya Insurance Company. 
It is needless to emphasise the need of insurance in these days of war. 
The Insurance C(»mpanies have been doing enormous business and are 
making huge profits by insuring the lives ot a large number of people. 
Not to speak of foreign companies, even Indian companies like the 
Oriental, the llindusthan and others are realising crores of rupees 
from their policy-holders. Originally the idea was that this Insurance 
Society would l>e controlled by the Co-operative Department and for a 
period of ten years it continued to function under the supervision of 
the Registrar of Co-operative Societies. But only recently, about six 
months l>ack, it was found that the Society had incurred a deficit of 
Rs. 60,000. Sir, on behalf of the policy-holders we went from door 
to door beginning from the Registrar of Co-operative Societies to the 
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge and the Hon’ble Chief Minister for this 
Rs, 50,000 in order to save this Society from going into liquidation. 
Now, there are 30,000 societies and if the Registrar or the department 
woxild secure ten lives to be insured from each society, it would mean 
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insuring three lakhs of {>eople, and that would be almost equal to 
the insuninoe work of the Hindusthan, the Oriental or any other 
first class Insurance company. Rut far from doing that, the Oo-opera- 
tive Department could not run the Society, although it is a fact that 
this Society had absolutely l>een run by the Department and the 
departmental olficers hud bt*en in charge of this Society and the 
Hegistnir was on its Working Committee. Hut in spite of these facts 
nothing has l)een d(Uie by the Department to save the Society and I 
demand an en<iuiry as to why and hour it di<l not succeed and <’Ould 
not even secure Us. oU.tKHI and why it was allowed t»> 1 h* meiged iit the 
Aryu Insurance Company. I think the g<H>d name of the co-operative 
movement in Bengal has been dragged int(» the mire wlien officer after 
officer issued circulaVs saying that it was an insurance company run, 
controlled and audited by Government. And even when 1 approached 
the Registrar he n<mchalantly said that this society would have to go 
into liquidation and that the Department was unable t«> help it This 
.shows that a great injustuH* has lieen done to the e('-operators hy the 
inefficiency of the Department whieh has gone to such a strait that it 
cannot even find the sum of Rh. 50, (HK) to save it from utter ruin. 
F(»rtunately. however, the Arya Insuranee Company came forward and 
has saved it from a crash. I would reejuest the Hon’ble Minister to 
hold a thorough en(|uiry as to why it has failed. I would also ask 
liim to se<* again it it is at all pos.sihle start another co-operative 
insuran<‘e H<M iet\ on the same lines as hud been jlone before. 

Then, Sir, a notice ha*' been served on us by the Assembly Secretary 
tliat the last <late for sending amendments t4» the «lraft co-operative 
rule> is the <?bth ot March. I would request the Hon 'hie Minister 
through you, Sir. t4) extend the time hy at least 15 days so that 
memlei> of this As.semhly may have sufti4 ient time t4» suggest amend- 
ments to the draft rules which were published in the ('nirntta GazetU 
on the ?(ith February. As far as 1 know' honourable members have 
not yet sent in any amendments. The Bengal Co-operative Allianc'e 
and the Bengal Brt»vincial ('o-o|H*ra(ive Bank have sent in amendments 
hut I think some more time shoithi Im‘ given t4) members c^f this House 
so that they can see the rules and send in notices of amendments in 
the interest^! of their constituencies and also in the intere.st of the 
co-ojierative societies themselves. With thes4* words, Sir, I commend 
my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Mttftvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Mr. Deputy St>eaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand of Rs. 16,78,000 for exi)enditure under the 
head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of my 
motion is to raise a discussion on the crop loan scheme of Government. 
24 
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Sir, when no money is available locally to the agriculturists to 
carry on their agricultural ofierations, Government with a view to 
meeting the situation decided to distribute cro^ loan or short-term loan 
to the cultivators through co-operative societies. I think, however, 
that this system will be of no good to the cultivators for the following 
amongst other reasons. The first reason is that this loan is given only 
to members of co-operative societies but the Hon’ble Minister is well 
aware that at most not more than 20 or 22 per cent, of the whole agri- 
cultural population are members of co-operative societies. »So far as 
other (cultivators who do not belong to any co-operative societies are 
concerned, they are not in any case entitled to any crop loan sanctioned 
by Government. I think the time has come to revise this ]M)licy with 
a view to seeing that those persons who are not members of any co- 
operative siK'ieties also beccome entitled to get loans from the crop loan 
scheme of (fovernment. In this connection. Sir, I would draw the 

attention of the llon’ble Minister to a drastic rule of the ('o-operative 

Department tliat tloise societies which hud detaulttMl in making full 
payments are not entitled to get any crop loan next year. 1 can cite 
cases of societies where they defaulted to the e.xtent of only one ru|)ee, 
fourteen annas or twelve annas. And although these societies had 
made a t(»tal payment ranging from Hs. 1,(KK) to Us. 1,50(1 for the 
default of such small amounts they have l)een denied the privilege of 
getting any crt>p hmn. Moreover, a scudety as a wlude may not itself 
have to blame for such urrear hut it might he due to the default of one 
or two individual memhers. 1 do not understand why tor such 
insignificant default on the part of n co-o])erative society tu for the 
default of one or two individual memhers of that society, the society 

should be denied the privilege of getting the crop loan from Govern- 
ment. I would impress u]hui the Hon’ble Minister that in such cases 

the societies Mh<»uld not l)e punished but individual membt^rs who had 

defaulted may not be given any crop loan. 

Then there is another thing. It is said that in one village two 
societies cannot be o|H*ued according to departmeqtal rules, and for 
every society there is an area of operation. There are villages in 
Bengal consisting of 8 or 9 parm but when I approached some of the 
Iusj)ectors of Kishoreganj they said that two societies cannot be formed 
in the same village because there is one rule which says that the area 

of operation of one society should be limited to one village. Sir, that 

is a very very unjust and ineijuitable rule and big villages always 
suffer due to this rule. I would request the Hon’ble Minister to amend 
such rule, if there is any. 

Then, Sir, there are persons who do not want to become members 
of the existing societies because many of the members of the old 
societies are generally insolvent and there are members whose debts 
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ar^ outstanding. Hut if people who do not belong to the old societies 
want to open a new noeiety in the same village they cannot do so oa 
the ground that the rule d(»es not allow this. 1 draw the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister to this uspet’t of the question. 

Then, Sir, cron loans are distributed through Central Banks. 
7'here are not many Central Hanks in this provini*e. I particularly 
mention the name of Kishoreganj Central Hank which is always 
ajmthetic to distiilmting crop loans on the ground that it does not 
give any benefit to the (Vntral Hank Wcaus«» the t'entral Hank is only 
for ccdlecting tlie <dd <1chts and not for distributing and realising crop 
loans. Hecause the Central Itanks do not get any benefit, they are 
always apathetic in the mutter. I ask the Hon 'hie Minister to see 
that the Central Hanks d(» not rtmiain so apathetic because the cultiva- 
tors do not know through which agency fbivernment distribute the 
loan. 

There is another point to which I draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister and that is as regards tlie distribution of the amount as crop 
loan. I know from my own personal experience that an amount of 
Hs, T), Its, f) oi at most Us. lit is distributed as crop loan to each 
individual. The 1 1 (Ui'lle Minister hails from the village and knows 
full well that now there is no credit in the villagi* and p»‘opl(‘ entirely 
depend upon this sum that is distributed as cntp loan. If any sum is 
paid it slnmld In* between lo ami ru|K»es and in no case it should 
Ik* 0 , b or 10 rufiees. IVcjf)le have to purehase their bullock, have to 
j)urchaHe seeds and other implements (if agriculture from this loan 
but the amount that is granted is too insulHcient t«> purchase any of 
these things. 

I would also draw the attention of the Hon ’hie Minister to the 
fact that there is great delay in getting crop loan. First the society 
has to file an application to the Central Hunk. The Central Hank do 
not call u meeting as soon as one or tw’o applications are received. 
After 3(1 or 40 applications are filed the meeting of the Hoard of 
Directors i.s convened. After tlie Hoard of Directors approve the appli- 
cations they are sent to the Assistant Registrar. The Assistant Regis- 
trar .sends them to the Registrar and the Registrar sends them to the 
Provincial Hank. Then the I*rovincial Hank in a meeting of their own 
approve those applications and then they send those applicationi to 
the Central Hank through the same agencies. This procedure takes at 
least two months and in some cases even more an<) the agriculturists 
do not get their loans when they are actually in need of them Imt get 
► them when the neeii no longer exists. 1 would reijuest the Hon'ble 
Minister to see that this procedure is expedited and that cultivatori 
may get their loans as early as possible. 
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I also draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that 
there is no officer of the Government to deal with crop loan applica- 
tions. Generally Government have to depend upon the staff of the 
Central Rank who da not take much interest. There should be separate 
officers to see that these loans are distributed and collected. 

There is another point to which I draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister. The mind of the people of Bengal is agitated over the old 
debts of co-operative smueties. Honourable members know' that when 
the late Ministry was in power an agitation w'as set on foot to bring 
alK>ut a solution of the repayment of the old debt. The Hon’ble 
Minister fully knows that so far as old debts are concerned the condi- 
tions of the cultivators are such that it is impossible for them to pay 
interest as well as principal. If the Money-lenders Act of 1938 be 
not made applicable to these debts, debtors of rural societies will be 
in great difficiilty. There are cases when even after paying Rs. 300 
for a debt fd' Rs. 100 a particuilar debtor is not cleared of his debt. I 
would, therefore, retjuest the Hon’ble Minister either to make the 
Money-lenders Act applicable or to issue direction to the Special Debt 
Settlement Board t(» see that where [)ayment has been made to the 
extent of doul)le the principal, a debtor is not required to pay any 
further on that account. 

Then there is another matter. Interest runs even after the settle- 
ment of debts by Debt Settlement Boards. Interest is always fixed 
according to the paying ca]>ucity of the cultivator and when further 
interest is u(lde<l the <’ultivator cannot pay. 

Then 1 come to another point — alsmt the Land Mortgage Banks. 
There are ti^e .such banks and one is at Mymensingh. The area of 
operation of that particular bank was limited to the Sadar Subdivision 
but now it has Immui extended to the sulxlivision of Kishoregunge, but 
to (»ur utter surprise not a single (‘ultivator has been able to get any 
loan, lecauM" the bank wants two personal securities. The debtor is 
willing to keep his land in mortgage but it is impossible for him to 
obtain i>er.sonal securitie.s. 

iThe member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Wordsworth. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We find 
(hat you are only calling upon those members who have motions in 
their name. May we suggest that the motions be first disposed of and 
those who like to speak generally may be allowed to speak afterwards P 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have called Mr. Wordsworth to speak 
on items which have been moved. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. it is not fair that you should 
concede the favour to the European members only. We would also 
like to Hi>eak ^^enerully. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am prepared to concede that to you 
also. After Mi. AN ordsworth 1 will allow you to speak. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Thunk you, Sir. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 thunk 
you for permitting; me t<» >peak. I wish to make a lew ^^euerul observa- 
tions about the situation and the outlook. A .surve\ of the wlude field 
of what we tall (‘(»-oj>eration in this province lemls to distreua- 
in^'' coiir]u>ioiis. The\ an* t(*o many to summanse in a ft‘n minuleu. 
Their sum is what ha^ been (buie well is ver\ little in lompaiiKon to 
what has bi*en t]«Mie l»adl\ or wliat has not heen done ut all. 

We worked under Act of 11)04 which was an all-India 

le^Mslation. This ;.M\e (‘<i-operutioii in India one limited and spec lalifled 
chararfer onl> — (o-nperative credit. We use the word “eo-operation" 
widely and loosely. 'I'he <|Uestnm that was ])(»sed hy this ]>ieee of 
legislation was tins. How an* wc to ^im- the a^M i< u)t urisl the credit 
he reijUires between <roj> and irifp!^ Xotliinj; els^^ was conlemplateii, 
and in this part ot c<»-o[ieratioii, the narrow part ot e(»-oj)erat i v»‘ credit, 
there has been very little co-opcratHin 'I’he woi k has (ome to he very 
little more than an misati.Ml.ict<ir\ waukint; of loan societo's. Shuke.H- 
peare said: “Death eaneels all bonds “ That is not so in India, 
where I think relicrion ohlijres a man to carry on his father's debt ; in 
many countries too the law docs not permit us to appl\ Shakespenre'ii 
dictum. The ( onser|ueiice is that the Indian agriculturist carriei 
a hunien that has <‘ome down to him from many p'eneratioris Sir 
Maletdm Darling has estimated the total agricultural debt in India 
ut 000 (Tores <»t rujiecs. NN'hat could all the ( (^-operative credit fac ilitiei 
in the eountrv do against such a burden'' Then a^Min we admit now 
that debt must be li^litened That is a new point of view, fliou^ht 
of only the other year. So we have various ley*islutive measures for 
debt conciliation, reduction of interest and the like. They have done 
some jffMKl, but they have had also difficult consequences. One of 
these has l>een that the ajrricultural credit that was fonnerly available 
has dried up. FA’erythin^ i.s left to co-operative credit. ( 'o-operative 
credit is itaelf a little more than a trickle, and for some reasons that 
trickle is jw*ttin>r smaller still. Yet debt and the need of credit arc 
I>ersisfent features in every a^friciilturist’s economy, 'What we miiit 
get at aomehow or <»ther is a revolution of thought and practice. 
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But how in it to hej^inP Who is to bej^in it — at what point and 
with what instruiueutsP I often wonder almost with shudders how a 
Minisier of Co-operative Credit begins to deal with the complicated 
work that aw'aits him. The question is, how can you change the whole 
outlook of a man’s life, his traditions, for that is what the aspirations 
of some critics of our work amount to. We blame the peasant much 
too easily, much too freely and much too frequently. We say that he 
is thriftless, he is extravagant, he is careless in borrowing. Even the 
Reserve Hank, to which we l(»ok for a.ssistance for answering the 
question, wiiere are we to get credit for the peasant, has merely told us 
that the ])eaHant is cureless and thriftless and must be improved. But 
what has the peasant to he wasteful inP He works hard, lives simply; 
he is patient under his hard lot; he is a good agriculturist; he is 
content with very simple pleasures. He may not use modern methods 
of agriculture, but he is a poor man and cannot afford them. The poor 
man must always be conservative in practice, however modem or 
rev(dutiorjar> his thoughts or aspirations may be. A change of life, 
a change of ways of living, costs money. We are t«)ld that the peasant 
wastes money on weddings, festivals and such like. In a man’s life, 
weddings in his family are few\ and whatever the pea.sant borrows for 
these is a very small sum in comparison w’ith what is needed for hia 
ordinary life year after year. I may f)bserve that even the stately 
members of the European Gnuip indulge in a bust at weddings. 

What if the peasant is more interested in l)orrowing than in paying 
back.*^ That cun be said of people other than the {)easant. It I’an be 
sai<l of most [»eople, I rememlKU’ faintly that certain great (iovern- 
inents have borrowed and been reluctant to pa\ back. Among them 
1 include the (itunian (Government, the Frein h (Tovernnient, and the 
British (Government. In sliort, the human race everywhere finds 
much more phuisure in borrowing than in paying back. (The 

Hon’ble Mr. Rk\m\tii.\ N vth Bv.vkujkk: (Good.) But if the peasant 
has as permanent handicaps the weaknesses that we notice in 
him, so has tin* Rural Reconstnu tion Department who.se head 

has recently told the worhl, “it we may speak the truth, 

the people have lost all will to improve. ‘ A man who has 
that faith, who has that view about the materials that he has to work 
with, is not going to get far in the duties he i» entrusted with. But 
aupposing the peasant is of this character; ought we not to adjust our 
methods to him^ If he cannot change, should we not change our 
methods of appnmehing him? May we not think of some way of 
bringing credit to him that will make him understand his obligations? 
It is said by many, and I think there is justification for the view, 
iltat we treat the peasant in India as if he were not an Indian peasant. 
Our legislation is based upon what has been found good in Europe. 
It has been found much less good in India; and so I suggest that our 
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legislation fundamentally is at fault, not only in Bengal but all over 
India. All over India we are working on certain presumptions and 
certain assumptions whose validity people are generally beginning 
to doubt. I wouhl suggest that the time has come for a committee 
of co-operative workers, preferably non-officials, all over India to nuH‘t 
and consider whether we cannot find some new way of approach. 

A few last wr)rds relative to Bengal. In Ibuigal we have co-ojwra- 
tive societies, that is ti» say, credit societies in 20.0tX) villages — about 
do, 000 of thes4* in all. The\ touch only (i per cent, of the people in 
a province w’here the agric cilturists are supposed to form 80 to 90 per 
cent, of the pt'ople. Despite the conventionality inherent in our 
legislation, some ot them do ver\ fine wc»rk. I rememlH‘r w’ith 
pleasure, tor example, what I have seen at Naogaon. Hut the move- 
ment hardly moves. Tlu* assets are frozen. A glacier in the Alps 
moves about 1*.,? inches in a year, and that is the rate at whicdi our frozen 
co-operative system moves. It has in Bengal 21 cron‘s of rupees as 
working capital. Think what could be done and what happiness could 
be spread over the province if those 21 crores of rupees could l»e made to 
run along the (cmntry, helping this man and that man and the next, 
to come hack to he sent out again ^ Unless we (‘an unfreeze^ them, 
unless we can free these frozen streams, our talk and much of our 
lalniur is wasted 

Mr. 8UKUMAR DATTA; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Hs. Hi. 78, (MM) under tlie head “42 — Uo-operation” 
be reduced by Hs. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a discussion 
about co-ordinating the Co-operative Department for the development 
of handloom industries in Bengal. 

I alsc) beg to move that the demand be reduced by IN. 1(K). The 
object of the motion is to raise a discu.ssion alnoit the policy of the 
Co-operative Department regarding the utilisation of grant from the 
India Government for the development of handh»om industries. 

Deputy Speaker ”#5 ’TfOli Industry 

Departraent^iJ? 8*51^ ^ I TVIPf India 

Government ’PR?! grant 

W9] 5?. ^ granU Co-operative 

departments rtCJ ilUT WS STfl STOT tT^T 

^ 8TSn STS 4^ Co-operative Department CSafCS "#5 PtWS 

fSoTCSfS sprvfS i S#1 

ftf SI Vtfs SI S^ CS 4^ 4Sf 44S^ SS5 

StCT5 ^C^stts 4r3 ftors esds efSSS 851% rs fk l 4SFS1 

«rffs AaaembJyC^ STSf? 4sr 4SSS SSfif 1 StrSSTtfi C<H)perative Mill 
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(?r&l ’®ftr5 calender machine^ij? ^ 00/60 

^ — arm ^ c^, 

WfTOi (.’I C^ handloom \0 «ltHI Ceff:^ 

(^sft^ ’jOt:?? 60 1 '4 fw?I <71 India Government 

C^ appointed n:5% frjfrsf ^'4 — ^ W^I 

#?rf3 C^ <it^] pp|i(|jq 711^ I 'St^ ^ f^fCE? 

^T^TI '^ifl C’T ^VC% S f%^ '®llt?? I 

^ ^1 r?r a f^ ^ifWl 

f^ I i irI: c<c^ 

«Tt^ frlTI y?r I Co-operative department officer?) C=rt^ 

<7it^ Sr?n f<? ?n fw^ '4l*r? 3rfer®^ c? ^ i)^ 

^.*fiT c^P\ ^ I ’5tOT ^Ti 2Rl: i 

^It ?f?T <71 ^ fw f^?7T '3rc^^ ?^mc47:^ — tft^ 

^fsr 51^. ^strrsT ^<i i]41^ c'^c^ (Ti ?^':5) 
r.>f^ ij?* tjpr ’m rr^T 5^ i 

ttZ % WM Of problem ^!TT?n?, 0\^ '<W 

(7^^ ?C4 4?* Department^? ^f^t?li^? 0514 fwr.? <7<4^r^ 

^1 I ?T?n C^*fOf reprc'gent ?n!71^, ^ official?) C? 

r«^ fro ?f^ Of ^i?7:'3 on:4^, i4n:? ^1*115 ct^, 

^?? fVl ^tfeOT (7) 1^ 4?5 rc?, ’Stft?) 

^jfe rof ^1 I 

•^rtft cs^bi ^f?, ifs r-m ^ nw?T c^h ?^ 

Sg’fe ?^ I 4?* ^C5 Co-o|x*rative system i) ?7P75 

I r?"^ i7f4tr^ ?f^ ^ft ?7t*fnr? visions? "Slot? r?, '5T7T^ ^?lr. 41011:? 

?4^ i!lo TT? ^1 I i}?: (THR (7^4fe C? handloom^? 

^14) — '4?t< 151%? C? ^141 India Government (,4c^ fifCl>??"~<l^^ 'iJ?*^) 
MillvD? private organisation^ij? ’TO®! ?!?:? — ?5I^1? S^W? ^^-c? ?) I 

?f?r?4^1? Co-operative department <sff^ f <51^5 "'ift^ il%OT 

7\m w^r^Tfl ^ 5111 J3^5tc^ iii%m fvf^c.?? mfen 

’TfiRtC*! ?|1|^ »f5r? I C?^ department ?fir iTOn <7f^ *1#, 

W^irsit^T ^ <7rm(R, (?)4TJR Co-operation 5T? — 

financial organiaation — (TT^ Secretary 4?; TOIW? C«Ttl¥? 

Swc^f ^ '*rtc? I ?f? ?%rTORr ^ 5R (v3?n* c? ^ ?f?i ?9w), 
i5t5W 4iFt) Enquiry Committee ; ^StC® Departmentsfl? Regiitrars ; 
C?4r*R ^fT» ♦rtn Co-operative departmenk? ^ TOW, LVO^ 
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\5t^ dishonesty uQ^* inefficiency I 

ij ’f? ^ department 7{\ '3t5T^ (Tf^ftU^ ^'f 

^ ^ ^ nfei^ ^ toi c®^ — 

^ scope I de]Mirtmontcq^ C*ftr? 

^ tir f^i f C's^ "TOT ’TSTO ^ 5jrf^ 

TOTTt^ TfW y?r^ ; (\>-o|X‘rativc departmcntiil^ (,>)*?■ 0^^ C*nH Homo 

Departraenti] ( cn^ftT^T tw) >1^ 

703 I ^ tU Enquirj' (’ommittco ir3 •i^ l'^ I 

^1*15 department c^fv ^tsr ^03 •<] 

Registrarii? rfoj wide powers I fV?, rt03 wide jjowttrs 

problem VC5 ^ttO=T ^1 I C>i^s<^n (’o-oiKTativo 

department iiif >iT^ Industry departments^ — 

■3t3 TTW^ I (yr>r*(] f*faR VirrBengpl Government ^W] 
3R7;igr^, — India Governments i^t^i «f3r5 I Of^l either 

('o-o|MTative officers^ or ’Jl’3 de]»artmenti?l S^ 

rtr3 de])artm<*nts^ ®T®T I S’P’5C»( officers?! 

7fr3 f^^=T (7i^ han<ll(K)m f-RSPT ^n f’f^ 

^1 31 I S T^rfsifl I S«'”*n 

V^J, ^TlTS { ’o-opc*rative departments?! ^ 

Industry departinmits^ Registrar WW/T'f I Industry 

departments^! Director WtT/?PT, S’!' ’nr^TTS^ official meruUrr 
^tre^r s^ 3*13 Rb. ^t'^nrsor-i cru ^ ’Hf?!?! r*m, 3t?! ’i®?!! 

I Rttt ■srmrt^ v'^r ^mn ’r#T‘t r’c»i Seta?. 

3^( S^ ’HfWn W<!T't ?FJC3 ^ 3^ 3r3 Ru C-T^fw S'-IK Ce^ iJi: 
313 R?rff?! rc?r (’O-Ofjcrative dojuirtmentS?! througliC3 S^l’l 

Co-operative organisation^FO^ 3f?r3 TOT I ’3rt<f®Tr?n Tl'=5TtO’Ol C’R^ 

^3IIT?! tit S?!' m 3103 ’Ttr^TtOT^f ?n *»WT?T cn ^3?n?! 

53 ’H] I Tfr?fTO?r^ or 3f?n -S^ wars^ fwpN I 

^5! f*h ?t:5TTD^ ’nm^rn i s^ ?tR 3=!f*!T^ ’tjits tv, 3C^ 

s^ r.vfr^ 313 Ron! Rr^ ^ hi Rth ch ’pthfi rc< hi i ^ 

HtH^ wx-f C^ 3fH l>spartm«nt-s TG! C'CT 

SH: ^3 I f3fH h; 3H SrTOH SH' im CHTf ^TTHt vrfH ( ^ 

fVj 5TH I (3fH personally — S^ departments 

f% <tHW SH? Rf ^ S RhG! HV! I ’iltfw HTR HtTtHT 

^RTTS ?t^ I 
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Dr« NALINAKtHA SANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand of Bh. 16,78,000 under the head “42 — Co- 
ofMjration” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise 
a discuMHion alM>ut the failure to formulate and adopt a comprebensive 
scheme for improving rural agricultural credit through the extension 
of the services of co-operative societies and through removing the evils 
complained of about the administration and working of the Co-operative 
Department. 

Sir, ever since the new reforms were accepted and brought into 
operation in this province in the year 19*77 we have been insistently 
drawing attention to various drawbacks of the (’o-operative Department 
and the llon’lde Minister in charge knows very well how year after 
year we have been hammering the same complaints on the floor of the 
House as well as from outside. Yet, we regret to note that in spite 
of the urgency of the case, nothing so far has been done U) attempt a 
comprehensive approach t(> the various problems raised. I shall not 
deal today with the various administrative drawbacks to which attention 
was drawn and 1 trust the new Ministry is trying t(> look into those 
aspects of the (piestion with the determination that these demand. 

To-day, 1 cun only confine myseli principally to the question of rural 
credit. Sir, year before last, that is, about tw(> \ears ago. I presented 
a complete sclieme ft>r improving rural credit. In that conne<tion I 
drew attention to a brilliant publication b> Dr. tiuoreslii of the 
Osmania T^niversity where he e.xamined the (|iu‘sti(m of State Bank and 
State financing with <*onsiderable ability, and I thought that the 
(Government would at least apply their mind carefully to the various 
(}Uestions that had been rui.sed. It i.s regretted tiiat the Department 
w’hich has got nunieroiis officers has m>( yet found time to examine 
those proposals and to formulate regular ami comprehensive schemes 
to help rural credit. On the contrary it is noticed that during the last 
twH) years large sums of money from the Brovincial Exchequer were 
spent; but I do mit know if all that money was spent properly, for 
helping tin* rural pe(»ple b\ way of short-term and other jvgri< ultural 
loans. These sums of money are U’*ually a<lvunced in a hurry and the 
Government is often hostile to spending money for improving agri- 
culture or helping the agriculturists either, except in the case of some 
natural calamity or other unforeseen happening. If Government, 
instead of depending uimn nature to wake them up, to compel them to 
advance agricultural loans, would themselves take the initiative and 
not wait for nature, and examine the various possibilities and prepare 
schemes for helping the rural people their action would be welcome and 
the money we would be in a position to place at the disposal of Govern- 
ment from Provincial Exchet]uer would certainly be much better 
utilised. 
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In the coming year’s budget, Sir, we find that in addition to a 
provision for certain new land mortgage banks a sum of nearly 
R«. 60,00,000 has been budgeted for advances to the Hengal Prt)vincial 
Co-operative Bank for giving short-term agricultural loans to agricul- 
tural co-operative societies. In addition to that a sum of Rs. 7 lakhs 
is budgeted for advancing to the same Bengal Provincial CVopt^rative 
Bank for financing co-operative land mortgage banks in Bengal. These 
and other similar provisions lead us naturally to ask the question as 
to what Government projMise to d(> with regard to the eidire scheme 
of rural credit, the entire scheme of Hnuncing agriculture in the 
province. I crave tjovernmeiit 's indulgence in the niattcT of putting 
one or two suggestions in this connection. It is pn)bably absurd to 
think that any Government, much less the Government that is at the 
present moment faced with an emergent situation, cun provide all the 
sums recjuired in rural areas for helping agricultural cTculit — at least it 
is very cliificult. Therefore, it is obvious and natural that money from 
non-official agencies, from sources which othen»’isc‘ and hitherto have* 
been helping rural credit, should be so inobiliscMl that they must Im* 
enabb‘cl and cncoiiragc‘d to cemtinue theur a.ssistancc* to the rural areas, 
if not to the same e.\tent as in the past, at least to a sub.stanial extent. 
We are met aware how (nivernmeiit have so far proposed to pool mm- 
official resources with Government resources in the mutter of a ff»rward 
j)olic\ with regard tt» agric'ultural loans. It is regretted that the Go- 
operative Dejeartment have not administered the departnumt in a manner 
that could create confidence in the minds of the defjositors of the 
co-operative central banks. It is W’ell ktiow’n that many of the 
defiositors today have had to meet with serious losses and most ctf the 
co-operative central banks in the medussil have not been in a position 
to meet their liabilities tc» depositors us and when they bc*come due. 
We think the time has ccmie when (iovernment should, as thc*y promised 
a few yc*ars back, revise the entire policy ancl examine how best to 
rehabilitate the position of the central banks so tiiat the* confidence of 
the depositors c’an be re-established. While on this, I must draw’ atten- 
tion to the very careless method cd realising the dues as and when thc*y 
fall due. In (“AUinection w’ith our study of the JNiblic* Accounts in tlie 
Public Accounts Committee we disc-overed that large sums of money 
were left unc()llectecl when thev were due ancl that various co-operutiv'c 
societies were largely responsible for neglecting their duties in this 
connection. As iny professor, Mr. W. (\ Wordsworth, who is of course 
a pet cliild of the Government in regard to co-operative matters, has 
pointed out, there is an inherent tendency on the part of borrowers to 
avoid their payments. Sir, we must devise a means hv which this 
tendency may he kept properly under check and the members of the 
legislature who represent the various rural constituencies should make 
it one of their principal endeavours to see that the f>eople who are 
recommended by them to obtain large advances do not evade payments 
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when fturli payineiits txjcome due. If that psychology is permitted to 
develop it would he extremely difficult for the State to come forward 
1o help rural credit. The State, as such, we feel, should divest itself 
of direct responsibility in the matter of advancing loans and the co- 
operative banks should not be administered or controlled to any extent 
that might create the impression that the Government officials are 
taking the responsibility for their administration. Hitherto the 
inteidererne bus been so mu<*h that people in rural area*^ have been 
led t<) believe that tlie (joverniiient is mainly responsible for llie success 
or otherwise (d the <*o-o[)erative bunks and the interference has some- 
times led to a sense of complete irresptmsibility in the minds of non- 
ofHcial boards of management of the co-operative central banks and the 
co-operative provincial bunk. Sir, peo})le in rural areas should be educa- 
ted and if, us is (piite natural, they do not possess the necessary 
technical knowledge regarding the advancement of loans and regarding 
tl»e justiti<at ion in advancing credit, they should be helped by experts 
and b> a number of trained men wh(> would be again employed by tliese 
non-officiul agencies tor their own |Mirp(Kscs, tree from inteiferemr by 
Government. 

Sir, in some part^ of Australia, in S(»uth Africa and in some other 
parts of the llritish Dominions co-operation has develo])(*d in thir. way 
t<» such an extent that the State has been in a position to Indj) substan- 
tially in tbe pr(>vision of rural credit. 

Then again, W(‘ in Bengal have heet» spending moiie} Imt we are 
not ijuite sure whether this mone\ is being ])roj>erly spent. I am 
afraid, with regard to the administration of the Bengal Provineial 
('o-(>perat 1 \ i’ Bank, there is a good deal of misgivings in the public 
mind. To give further advances to that Bank for cf istrihution to the 
rural areas through certain machineries wliieli are cuntrolled by that 
Bengal Provincial (\»-operative Bank must, therefore, lea<l to suspicion. 
We feel that the Provineial ( ’o-operal ive Bank is not in 
a p<»sititm to meet its own liabilities and a subterfuge is adopted by 
Government to enable that Bank to keep itself alnive waters by putting 
litpiid amounts in its bauds wdth a show that it is useful to the rural 
an'as. I submit. Si)f, tiipt th is Bank’s affairs should be more carefully 
examined and gimefipillfo. We have our experience with regard to the 
land imntgage banks of the old type and there we found that a very 
large sum of money — I Wlieve it is more than 20 lakhs of rupees — was 
lost ami bu’ a number of years the Government of Itengal had to give 
u subvention at the fate of 2 lakhs of rupees a year to the Pnivincial 
Go-operative Bank to meet those losses. I do not know whether Gov- 
orumeut propose to repeat the same mistake again and I submit that 
when large sums of money are provided in the Budget. Government 
should have a comprehensive scheme regarding the advance of money in 
the rural areas. 
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With regard to agricultural credit there are other machineries than 
the C o-tiperative Banks dealing with such credit. I submit that the 
Government of Bengal should have one co-ordinated comprehensive 
machinery for advancing rural credit and various departments^ should 
not be allowed to go in their own respective way to deal with the 
question. Sir, when there is any necessity for udvaiu'ing money from 
out of the Takavi loan and Famine Insurance grant and the like, the 
machinery should be one so that, so far as the actual villagers are con- 
cerned, they can know actually whom to l(M>k up to for such a kind of 
credit and there should be one machinery for lollection so that there 
may not be any unnecessary duplication and hardship am) the 
machinery may know properly when and where money can be 
collected from the various debtors. 

With these words, Sir, I plead for immediate institution of an 
enquiry into the whole (juestioii of rural credit and of formulation of 
a comprehensive scheme so that rural credit may he provided both for 
short period as well as for long peroMl for the uplift of »)ur villagers. 

The Hon’Me Khin Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I offer m\ heartfelt thunks to tin* himourable 
members for taking part in the debat<* on the co-operative movement of 
Bengal and I am realls grateful to them for giving new lights and for 
bringing to my noti<’e the various defects and shortcomings in the work- 
in^’ of this department. You know, Sir, that I an) in ofli<e for nearly 
f‘3 months and during this short period it has not been possible for 
me t<» be ac(|uainted with all the detailc<l workings of the department, 
not to speak of defects and shortcomings in its working. 

Sir, I hail from a rural village far off from (’alcutta in East Bengal 
and 1 am fully acquainteil with the difficulties of communication and 
the needs of the agricultural population of Bengal, and as a worker of 
the Proja Movement for the last 25 years 1 have thought for them and 
I know what are the difficulties in the w'ay of removing these grieviuices 
of the vast number of people living in the countryside. It was the aim 
and object of my life to do a little gmul to the agricultural and labour 
populati<»n of Bengal and I am thankful to Uu d that lie ha.s given me 
a chance in taking over (diarge of the (’om^Btive Department to 
do a little service which lies in my power for^Wiioving their unh)ld 
difficulties and grievances. 

Sir, I agree with the honourable members that agriculturists arc the 
backlmne of the country and of the .society and if that backlmne goes 
down the backbone of the whole country and the whtde society will go 
down, and every effort, every attempt should be made not by the Gov- 
ernment alone but bv private individuals to see that the agricultarists 
of Bengal may live like human beings and that they may l>e flriven all 
the amenities of life as are enjoyed by the people of all other countries. 
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Sir, 1 feel difficulties in the working of this department in various 
ways. Several speakers have said this morninjr about the Co-ordination 
of industry and co-operation. I also feel, Sir, that co-operative move- 
ment will be quite ineffective to remove the actual f^rievances of the 
ajfririilturist population of Bengal without the help and assistance of 
uf^riciilture and industry. Supposing we declare that the ag-riculturiste 
will not have to pay any interest oi capital of any loan and if we ask 
them to start a fresh life, a new life altogether, I can boldly say that 
within five years they will W again over head and ears in debt. It 
is not the co-oj»erat.ive movement alone which can remove their want. 
Until and unless agriculture of the province could be improved by 
various methods of irrigation, by proi)er manuring, by supply of seeds 
and other things and by giving them technical training and education, 
by api)ointing a large number of demonstnators apd by establishing 
agricultural farms and until and unless the fertility of the soil is 
increased by the method of irrigation or otherwise, whatever may be 
done by the co-operative movement will not ameliorate their conditions. 
Pressure of jKjpulation on the land has become so heavy that even if the 
[iroductiive power of the land be doubled the agricultural population will 
not be able to lead a happy life unless and until we <’an find out 
subsidiary occupation for them by c(dtage industry and home industry 
s(» that they may employ their s])are time in earning an extra income. 
Until this is done I can strongly say that whatever is done by the co- 
operative movement by way of reducing their debts (»r scaling down their 
debts or otherwise by lending them money will not be of much beiiefit to 
them. I strongly f(‘el that the portf(dio should be distributed in such 
a way us to include in the co-operative department agriculture and 
industries also and that these three departments slnmld be placed in 
the hands of a single Minister; otherwise the lot of the people cannot 
be improved. (Mr. Annri.i.A-Ai. M aiimooo ; Why don’t you co-ordinate 
all the departments I am not c<»ncerned with the other departments. 

I have simidy jilaced l>efore the House the difficulties that I have found 
in the working of my department. My personal view is that without 
agriculture and industries the Oi-operative Department cannot extend 
its activities. (Mr. Aiinri.L\-AL Mahm<m>1): Are we to understand 
that the Hon’ble Miniaier is in difficulty and he will not be able to 
effect any improvement in his own department!^) No, certainly I am 
prepared to do whatever impn>vement is possible in this department, 
but 1 say that the lot of the agriculturists cannot be improved until and 
unless agricultural and industrial impit>vement is made. (Mr. Anni'L 
Latik Biswas : la it not possible for the Hon’ble Minister to raise the 
matter before the Cabinet and have it decided h) It is not that I want 
to take charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries. Any 
other Minister — some other more suitable Minister — may be placed in 
charge of these departments. I simply place the difficulties before the 
House and nothing more. (Mr. Si'ki mar Dctta : Are we to understand 
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that the Co-operatire Department is not ffettinfr oo-operation from the 
Ajrnculture and Industries department!^) No, all the departments of 
Government are workinj?- in co-operation and co-ordination. I do not 
deny that. What actually happens is this: I jro t*> a particular sjHit 
and I feel that a co-operative a^rrit ultural farm should he started there. 
I have to write to the Ajrriculture Department which will take one year 
in considerinf? it. Then it will p> to the Finance Department which 
will take another year and in this way years will jmss and nothing: will 
be done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you for your frankness. 
Please po on. 

The Hofi’bl0 Khan Bahadur Mautvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Now 

as to the ('(»-operative Department 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOO: May 1 ii>k (he lion hie Minister 
— (Fproar.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. It you want to have any 
information \ou can ask tiirouj^h me. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, 
Sir. ( an point.s of inlorniation he asked i)n points of personal explana- 
tion K The llou’hle Minister is speakin^f and he is not ]>repared to jfive 
in. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: A memeher haa the ri^rlit to rise on a 
point of personal explanation. If the honourable memlnT wants to put 
questions, he should ask tbrouffh me. If the llon'ble Minister so 
desires, he can ^ive that information. (Cries of “No, no”.) 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. So far a« 
the Hon’ble Minister’s spee< h is concerned, his speech is unexceptional 
and we cannot take any objection to his remarks. Hut the fmint really 
is that the Hon’ble Minister for the Co-operative Department in his 
speech is absolutely condemning not only other departments hut his 
own department also, and points out to the House that there is no 
chance of co-operation in the Co-operative Department. We wish to 
know, “is it his considered view that the Co-operative Department 
should lie wound up if it is not capable of doinir any fhe a^fri- 

culturists?*’^ According to him other departments cannot develop, will 
not develop and are not developinf?. So a^rain I say that we should 
like to see that the Hon'ble Minister’s speech is brought to its logical 
conclusion. 
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Thf Khan Bahadur Mauivi HABHBM ALI KHAN: As a 

matter of fact. Sir, I have not condemned any other d^j>artments. I 
said that much could be done if sufficient facilities and funds were 
platted at the disposal of the departments to improve the respec^tive 
departments. Now, Sir, as to the Co-operative Department of course 
my friend Mr. Wordsworth and other members said off the general 
policy of this department and the failure of this department to discharge 
their duties regarding that policy or to give effect to that policy fairly 
and properly. I agree with Mr. Wordsworth and other members who 
have spoken about this, that as a matter of fact when this co-operative 
movement was first introduced in the province of Bengal, it lost sight 
of the main object of co-operation and main object of co-operative 
movement. The main object, the principal object of the co-operative 
movement, as I understand it, is to ameliorate the condition of the 
peasantry or tenantry of Bengal, so that in due course after a certain 
number of years the tenants will become solvent. The policy ought to 
have been diverted that way, .so that money advanced to the peasantry' 
for cultivati(»n may he used in some procluctive way, so that in course 
of time with larger production they may he able to clear up their debts. 
At the start more time should have been given for repaying loans, but 
formerly in actual practice loans were given without judging the 
capacity of the peasants of paying their debts, both interest and 
principal. During boom time these people paid interest and they could 
pay part of the principal also, but in slump period with the steady fall 
in the price of jute the credit of the cultivators is dried up, and they 
are not in a position to pay the arrear interests not to speak of paying 
the principal. The department had these difficulties and they subse- 
(juently diverted their attention towards other j)ur])08es. For example 
marketing society for the sale and supply of gcwids, weaving society, 
hessian society and other societies for productive purposes have been 
started in this pn>vince and some of these societies are working satisfac- 
torily and fairly well^ ^ 

Now, ns for tlm huge uccilmiTlation of arrears of intreset, I entirely 
agree with Mr. Wordsworth and Dr. Sanyal. What I feel is that there 
is a tendency prevailing in this country of not paying the interest. 
Peoplti who can afford to pay do not like to pay, not to speak of interest 
or societies’ debts but rents and revenue and agricultural loans even. 
Now if this tendency goes on, it is not possible for Government to run 
the administration not only of Co-operative Department but of other 
departments as well. 1 appeal to the honourable members in this House 
as well as outside gentlemen who are the leaders of the societies to see 
that this tendency does not gain strength in any way and that this 
tendency is removed from the minds of the people. Government will 
never he harsh and will consider the cases of those who are really 
incapable of paying, but those who can pay should come forward and 
pay their interests. 
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As rep^ards crop loan in places where the people are affected by 
cyclone or fiood or by acute distress, the time for repayment can be 
extended. Even for the a^rricultiirul loan the time may In* extended. 
Government are always willinjr to show due considerutiou in speidfic 
cases to those who are really needy. Government will cert 44 inly do 
that. 

Now, as rejrards short-term cmp loan the policy of Government is to 
help the agriculturists in the matter of their cultivation by way of 
purchasin^»^ plou^'hs and cattle, seetls and other thing's. My friend 
Mr. Israil ha.s .said that Government is not payin^r money enoujrh to 
meet the demand of the vast population of Henpil, hut 1 am sorry 
to state here that last year a sum of Hs. (JO lakhs was sanctioned for loan, 
out ol that Its. 45^ lakhs could he spent for the pur|>ose and the remain- 
ing Its. 14A lakhs remained unspent. (A vok k : Per head.) This year 
also Its. 4o^ lakhs has been spent. As per head that dep«‘nds upon the 
discretion of the officer w}i(> distributes the money. I want t-o say this 
that tlo* more crtMlit is available to the peasants, the more they will 
bt)rr()W without caring for the cojise(juences. So. jiione\ should be spent 
and given to the people according to their immediate necessity and 
<lemand and also in <-onsideration of their paying capa<ity. 1 think 
no wise man would arlvise Government to advam e Its. IIM) to a man who 
earns Hs. 10 

I can say this tliat if any honourable member wf)uld bring to my 
notice any case in which the fantsant di<l lOft receive the ac'tual money 
lie was in need of for his cultivation. 1 will <ertainl\ take* stc’ps to 
remedy it. 

The motion of Khun Sahib llamiduddin .Mimad that a sum of 
Ifs. 1(),7S,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — (’o-c»pc‘ration“ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Tlie motion of Mr, Sibnath Hanerjee that the demand of Ks. Kl.TH.tMlO 
for expenditure under the heucb ‘*42— 4.’o-(»jM*rntion ' ‘ Iw reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Mafizudiii Ahmed that the demand of 
Rs. l(i,7iS,(K)0 under the heacl “42 — (’o-c»|»erutioij ” be reduc<*d by Ks. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of My. Sibnath Banerjee that the demand of H». H),7S,000 
under the head “42 — Co-operation” l>e reduced by R». 1(X) was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of 
Ra. 16,78,000 under the head “42 — (V)-operation” reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sukuniar Datfa that the demand of Rs, 16,78,fKf0 
under the head “42 — Co-oi>enitioii” l»e reduced hy Rs. KM) was then 
put and lost. 

25 
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The motion of Mr. Sukuinar Datta that the demand of Rs. 16,78,00(1 
nnder the head “42 — (Jo-operation “ be reduced by Rs. 100 was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaktiha Sanya) that the demand of 
Rfl. H),78,0(K) under the head “42 — (Jo-oi)eration“ be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the lloirble Khan Hahadur Maulvi Hasheni Ali 
Khan that a sum of Rs. lx* jrranted tor exi>enditure under the 

head “42 — Co-operation” was then put ainl a^ret‘d to. 

Statement by the Leader of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble l.eader of the House will 
make a statement now in reply to the statement nnule the other day 
by the Ijoader of the ()j»]>osition. I have deridod that Imth the state- 
ments will ^o to the Pres.s together. S(( it is i.j>t neces.sary that the 
Press galleries should be cleared. 

The Hon’bis Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It was on the 2()th of 
March last that in the cour.se of tin* discussions lehiting to cut motioiift 
on oxtraordiriiirv charges that Khwaja Sir Nazinuiddin . the leader 
of the OpiM)sition int(‘rv(‘ned in the debate and n*ad out a speech making 
charges against the Ministrv inchnling the two Ilon’ble Ministers ho 
ludong to th(' Jlengal ('ongr(*s.s 1‘arliamentai \ Part s in this House. 
Sir Naziniuddin protesst'd to vtdee what lu* udhal the ]»rotoun<l mis- 
givings which had been (Maasnnied among a laru'e section ot the |H*o]de. 
Ili.s misgi\ings, as 1 shall tir<‘sentl\ show, aie nothing more nor less 
than some ^clled insinuations, diiect hints and mischievous suggestions 
caleulatiMl to belittle tin* Ministix in tbe e\(*s <4 the public. 

(bit' fet'ls aniazt'd at tbe subtb' attempt on the jiart ol the Le.idt'r of 
the Opposition to \\t‘a\e a garlaml obhali tiuilis and untruths bv ])lacing 
togetht'r stia\ bits ot ne^^s relating tt> inatteis \\holl\ iinctuinected with * 
th(* Ministry. He has sought to paint on a with' can\as extending- from 
th(' Axis eounti it's .and covering the whole ot India and stretching as 
far as Hurma. 4'lie tlangerous ^^u^-J>o\lring'^ ot the Axis ra<lio have been 
sought tt> b(' utilised In .'sir Naziniuddin and repeated on the floor of 
tlie House to U' purNeu'd ill rough the NewsjuijM'r Press to the unwary 
puhlie iMnoiid. Some iiMiMit h.i])pening^s at Dacca have been seized upon 
to vSt‘r\e his purjHise ot maligning the jire.seiit Ministry. Arrests and 
dett'iition earru'd on b\ the tf(>^erument of liiilia or hy the Provincial 
Government have iieeii plated in a new setting to attack and discredit 
the Bengal Mlnistiy. Ami last hut not lea.st the relationship between 
Mr. Sarat (4iantlra Bose and Mr. Suhlins Chantira Btist* has been made 
the foundation for an attack on the Bengal (ongress Parliamentary 
Party and on the Ministry, tliat Party is supporting 
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* Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Please do Dot rej>eat that too often. 
It will only muddle matters. Those members have no relation with 
the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, Uie Pender of the House 
may be allowed tn make his statement without interruption. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 will not allow any interruption from 
any side. 1 hope the llon'lde Ix'ader of the lIou.se will l>e permitted 
to make his statement. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will \<iu allow a false >lalemeiil lo lie niailey 

The Hoii’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I eiin assure m> friends 
that the i>osition will he made clear later on li I make a statement 
which is not accejitahle to aii_\ .secticui ol thi‘ IIou.se tht*\ will have the 
right to form their own opinion about it. Imt I am making my statement 
from m.\ own jsdnt of \iew and in the maimer in which 1 think it should 
lie made. 

Sir, the wlnde iiasi*; and foundation of this sujierstructure is the 
allej^ed ac tivities oi a political organisaticm known as the Forward Bloc 
coupled with a pitiful attcmijit to identify that organisation with the 
Bengal Congrc’ss Farliuinentar\ Ihirty. 

Sir. thc‘ leaNonirig icmmds me of a fallac\ alcout which wt‘ n*acl in 
our College ila\s c.iIIcmI the t.illac\ of ihc* “ur)distriltut<‘d micldle”. 
The arguimuit ih sAmeilmig like thi^: Mv hand tone hc*s the p<*ii. the 
pen touche's the j)ais'r and. therefore*, mv hand tom lies tin* |wi[H*r. 

Sir, Sir Xuzimuddin ripens Ins hroadsiile l»y refc'inng Ire ttie laclio 
jiropagaiicla from Axis countrir*s m the name of Mr, .Subhas Chandra 
Bose. Even if this projiagaiida can U* attributed tr) Mr. Subhaa 
Chandra Bos(‘’s voice whir h c.m Is* i<‘r-ognised only by diligent 
listeners to Axis radio, it will sliow , a*^ Sir Nazimudrhn lias pomterl out, . 
that Mr. Subhas Chandra ilosc is now working as an active agent of the 
enemy. Having esi.iblished tin-' pioposinon, the jiroges.s of reasoning 
adopted b\ the l.c*Hder of the Oppo.sition is riuirk and easy. By tiring- 
ing Mr. Sarat Chandiu Bose* whom hr* rail** a !jt«*long sur'cessor of 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose* in tin- h*a<b‘iship r>f the Forwarrl Bloc, 
Sir Nazimuddin seeks an cnisv passage to aft.ir k the present Ministry. 
By concentrating his aitm k on tin* Forward Bloc he attempts to raise 
a cloud ni siispiMon. somr* of wliirh he vainlv Impes may envelope the 
sup[K>rtcrs of till* ])if*s«*nt Minisfrv. 

I do not desire to make any detailed reference to the recent happen- 
ings at l>a<r*a which are the siibjert matter of judicial investigation. 
Sir Nazimuddin in hi.s new* found irres[)onsibiIity might indulge in 
hints, in.sinuations and open charges in renfiect of those matters. Hd 
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CRD utilise tbem on the floor of thifi House to drag in names of indivi- 
duals or organisations which may or may not have in the ultimate find- 
ing of the appropriate court any connection with those incidents. I 
cannot and shall not emulate his example by adopting any such course 
at this stage. If on a proper investigation individuals or institutions 
are pronounced to have been responsible for those incidents, the arm 
of the law will be long enough to reach them and to deal with them as 
justice demanded. Sir Nazimuddin is quite entitled to bring forward his 
strongest indictment against w'hat he considers to be the present activi- 
ties of Mr. Subhas ('handra Hose or for the matter of that of ^ny 
individual member of Forward Bloc or any other political organisations. 
But these are matters which viewed in their proper perspective cun 
only prove the vigilan(;e of the present Ministry and can only show 
in prominent relief the measures taken by Government to ensure the 
security of the Province. Sir Nazimuddiu is well aware that all his 
attempts to condemn the present Ministry would be fore-doomed to 
failure, if he could not link them up with the Bengal Congress I’arlia- 
mentary Party or their leader, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. Bealising his 
difficulty he has sought to connect that Party directly with the Forward 
Bloc and has recalled the detention of Mr. Sarat (’handra Bose under 
the ord(,*rs of the Government of India. It wjis only the other day that 
one of the Ministers belonging to the Bengal Congress Parliamentary 
Party recalled on the fl(H>r of this House Mr. Sarat (’handra Bose's oj)en 
declarations for resistance to foreign aggression and maintenaii(‘e of 
internal security. 

It was stated by the Hon’ble Minister in dear and unambiguous 
terms that he and his colleagues in the Cabinet us well as everv’ meml>er 
of this party stood by that policy and programme and, as such, his party 
held fast to the Ia*ader who laid down that policy and that programme. 
In spite of the calculated attempt from the Opposition Wnches to stifle 
Ins sisMM'h he (hudared in the clearest possible accents that there was 
.none in his party who had the slightest leanings towards Fascism. 
Tliose declarations should have set at rest all honest speculation or 
hesitation, even if there was room for any such, on the part of any 
sincere critic. But criticism which has its roots not in real doubt but 
in party machination and jiolitical manoeuvre will always refuse to be 
satisfied. 

It wuvs only the other day that Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin and his 
heroic lieutenants entered into pacts and agreements with Mr. Subhas 
Chandra Bose to frame and fashion the future of this country. They 
were throwing their boquets and exchanging garlands with Mr. Subhas 
Chandra Bose and marching with him hand in band. It was Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin who o[)ened the prison gates in order to set free 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose w'ithout any let or hindrance when prosecu- 
tions for four charges of sedition were hanging against him. It was 
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one of tlie stalwarts of Sir Nazim mldiir? party — no less than my friend, 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddicji — who, as Mayor of Calcutta, immetliately 
after his release sat for a photograph with Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose. 
It was again during the regime of the ex-Home Minister that 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose etfe(‘ted his dramatic di.sappea ranee from this 
city. There were numerous jK>liee officers, watchers and others and 
wdien the news had spread that Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose was not to 
be found, j)eople used to say that the cage was there but the bird had 
flown. May I also remind m\ friemls who want to blame me in this 
eoiinectioii that at the time of the Ma>oral election of Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddicp’, the votings revealed very strange things. Mr. AUlur 
Rahman Siddi(|i secured *J.'> votes from the Bose group imduding no 
less a vote than that of Mr. Subhas Chandra Ito.se as against 20 votes 
from the Muslim U'ague grouj). Sir Nazimuddin is deeply conscious 
that his well-planned charges against Mr. Subhas ('handra Bose as an 
Axis agent or in resjH’ct of the happenings at l)a(’ca, Munshiganj or 
any <jther pla< e w{)uld be of no avail unless he could conmn t them with 
the Ministry or their 8up|K>rters. That is the geuiesis of his frantic 
attempt to id(mlity the Bengal Congress l‘arliamentary Barty with the 
Forward Bloc. May I in this connection refer also to an att(*m)>t made 
in this House to table an adjourninmit motion b\ one of the members 
of Sir Nazimmldin s party for the ndease of the liPader of the KhakshflX 
movement knowing that that movement is under a ban of the (iovern- 
ineiit ot India and that tlie leader of that movement for whose release 
an adjournment motion wa.s tabled has been kept in custody under orders 
of the ('(Mitral (ioveriiment. R(*alising the difficulty of his task, he was 
driven to make a statement as to the alleged contents of a document 
which admittedly In* had npv(‘r s<*en and in this attempt he has 
thoroughly exjKised himself. This document was made over hy me fo 
Mr. (^arter who has authorised me to say that it did not contain the 
statement alleged b\ Sir Nazimuddin. In other words Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose never .signed his name in that <lo< ument deseribing him- 
self as the leader of the* borward Bloc*; nor is th«Me any indicali(»ii of any 
such words in that document. That i.s the negative aspect of tho 
matter. If Sir Nazimuddin and his supiKjrlers are not satisfied with 
this assurance, may 1 present them with another document emanating 
from Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and which also is in the poHS(*ssion of 
Mr. Carter and of which he has lM?en able to supply a c<)p> . i hat 
document is a letter afldres.sed to Mr. (*arter inviting his attention to 
an inaccuracy in the Goveniment communi(iue on the prorogation of 
the A.ssembly in September last. In that communique^ Mr. B^we wa« 
described * as the leader of the Forward Bloc in the Bengal I^egislativ© 
Assembly. Mr. Bose lost no time in eontradictirig this description and 
conveyed to Mr, Carter in the letter in question that there was no such 
party in the Assembly, his party I>eing known as the Bengal (,V)ngreM 
Parliamentary Party (Dr. Nali5ak8Ha Sakiai.: Queftion.) M 
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distinct from the Congress Assembly Party led by Mr. Kiran Sankar 

Roy (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: That is all untrue.) 1 call 

myself Fazlul Huq as distinct from Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: it is not 
a question of truth or untruth: it is what I call myself: the same is the 
position here. 

That letter concluded with the request ^‘kindly note this information 
for future use”. 

Sir, I have no desire to deal at length with Sir Nazimuddin’s attempt 
to turn and twist the answer given by me on the floor of the Ho^use. 
The Ministry have nev«‘r disowned their resjion.sibility or thrown the 
blame on their ofticc^rs with regard to steps that have Ix'en taken to deal 
with any subversive acti\itieH, TTis attempts in this respect are on a 
par with the excursions in mud-throwing at the lleiigal Congress Parlia- 
mentary Party of which two of ni\ colleagues in the Ministry tire 
meml>erH. I take this op|K>rtunity ot declarinj^ on the floor of the 
House that there cun be no (luestion of any encouragement direct or 
indirect to those cngag(‘d in subversive activities. 

Sir Nuziniuddin says that the answers given b\ the Ministers are 
liable to crt'utt* bitterness and disaft’ection towanls ofliiers ot tin* (iov- 
erninent. Coming from Sir Xaziminblin this all(‘gation would have 
l)een amusing ind(*ed but for its misrhievous imjilications poi the la.st 
three months since the inauguration of the jii-esmit Ministry Sir Nazi- 
muddin and his supjxirters both insi(b* and outside this House have 
cuiried on relentl(‘ss M*ndt*lta againsi s(»mc ot mil trusted District 
Oflicers, |N>li<'e officers, h(*ads of educational institutions and otlu'is for 
their bold and courageous stand in maintaining ]>(*a( (*. sei uiity and 
discipline within their r(‘s[>ccti\e jurisdictions, liitternes.^ and dis- 
affection towards these otiicers of (lovernment have b(*en the watchword 
of Sir Nazimiiddin’s campaign witliin and out.shb* this House for some 
montlis past. 

Sir, it is amazing to fun] Sir Nuzimuddin in a new role as the 
champion of the maligned otliceis oi ( io\ ei ninent . 'I'lie disingenuous 
suggestion contained in one passag<‘ of Sir Na/imudtlin’s speech cannot 
b«' overlooked by me. Sir Nazirniiddin >a\.s that he has not \et setui any 
of (he Minister’s or an> nl then su])j)orters taking any ste])s to counter- 
act the propaganda from the Axis ct)untr'ie.s r arried on iii the name of 
Mr. Sufrhas Chandra Pose. Such j>io}>;iganda has Ix'en countered from 
a hundred platiorms all over the country. Pejxuts of their speeches 
have ftrumi prominent place in leading newspapers both in English and 
iu Bengali. It is ^rossible that Srr Nazimuddiii had not cared to pay 
any nttention to such anti-Axis propaganda owing to his preoccupation 
with the railio broadcasts from the Axis countries. 

Sir, I can (juito understand Sir Niutimuddin’s chagrin at the repre- 
•entations to the Ooveririiient of India made by the Council of Ministers 
for the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. I am not surprised at this 
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attitude of my honourable friend. The world knows very well to what 
extent Sir Naziniuddin owes his present iH>Hition to Mr. Sarat (’’hanflra 
Bose. After all even Sir Naziinuddin is human and we cannot quarrel 
with him on that si ore. Sir Naziinuddin has referred to a public meet- 
ing!’ supf>osed to have Ummi held to urg-e the release of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Jlose and has attempted to dniw some (‘onclusions in respect 
of that meeting. J do not jrrinlye in\ friend the satisfaction that he 
may draw from some ima^Mtiarv misdeeds of the Ministry. After all, 
Sir Naziinuddin invisi ha\t' some satistaclion of .some kind. 

Sir, the usual mud-^lmjriu}:' tactics of his jolhovcrs have been soujjlii 
to h(‘ raised hv Sir Naziminldiu to the dj^i'iiitx ami iiujMirtaiice of an issue 
relating'- to tin* secunt\ ot fiie ju'oMUte. It is a juilpahle smoke-screen 
whicii will m»t dt^ceiNe iin\l»od\. J*Aer\ one in this province know.s very 
well that throu^di the nc\ssj);tjMM press, in puhllc mcctinf^s, hy lanlio 
broadia.sts, in their s}khm hes in the Le^islatuie and in various other 
ways the Ministers and tlnur supjxnters hav<‘ sent out their call to 
resist tin* enemy a^'’f;'ressi(m and to oi^^anist* ci\i] dedimce. J‘Aery 
hoiK’st individual in this tar-tlun|.r piovincc knows it, owns it and appre- 
ciati'S it. 

Sir. 1 ma\ mention in this (onncition that <ml\ thr* otln*r <lay th(‘ro 
was a ( ut motion sjMnisoird h\ a promimmt mcmhiT of the Muslim 
Le.ijrue I'artv tor the inalulitv oi the pn’sciil ( io\i'rnm(*nt to etVecl the 
release ot Mr. Sarat Cliandia Mosc That motion was jucssed to a divi- 
sion and all the mcnilicrs (d the Men;».i) (’on^''fcss Par li.nnentarv Party 
voted a;.rainst that motion ami sUj)|MHt<‘d tin* (Jo\crnm«*nt It is only 
thos(* disallec (<•<! . dis^rf niit led. iiitm«*st<‘<l indi\jduals f»r j»attn‘s who 
deliheratclv shut theli c\cs or (lose tlimr ears and who foi their ow'n 
selfish jmrposes sm-k to nqnescnt <»ui efforts in a lahse and unreal 
perspective. 

Sir. let me make tin' positi»m of tin* .Ministr\ ami tlieir sujqMirten! 
ahsolutrdv clear ami dchniti* in the mo^t cate^i'oricai manner. I need 
hai'dly sav that an\ A ms juopa^randa directcil to Iinlia whether carried 
on in the name of Mr. Nuhhas ( haiidra lh>s(‘ or anv other name is 
dangerous and harmful to <mr iijtcre.sls. We denounce .sin h profmganda 
and whoever makes it and all those wlro are inslruincntHl in pr(»pagut- 
ing the same. Any malign influeine. whether sought to he cast in the 
name of Mr. Suhhas Chandra Ifosc or of ans otlier Huhversive or anti- 
eocial paities or oTganisali*»ns will he denounced and countered by u» 
in the most vigorous manner. 

Sir, 1 may .add on my own ar count that if I find any indication 
anywhere in the party wliii h is now supporting the Ministry to support 
Axis aggression or any aggression or to do anything to impede war 
effort, I on my pert will dissociate myself from the Ministry. 
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Sir, I do not think that I should take up the time of the House a*t 
any greater length. The House will assess at their real worth all those 
disingenuous attempts made by Sir Nazimuddin and his party in the 
name of internal security to exploit the present state of emergency and 
the conse(iuent danger with which the province is faced. We stand 
firm in our resolve to keep up the courage and morale of the people and 
to maintain peace, security and tranciuillity which we have by our 
united efforts succeeded in restoring in this province. 

Sir, I feel that the best service that we can do to our country is not 
by raising issues, by (juarrel and by bitter attacks of one party or 
another, hut to forget all our differences, to sit together and find means 
to counteract the dangers with w’hith we are faced, to show hy our 
words and by our deeds and not merely by profivssion that we love 
our country and we are prej)ared to defend our country from aggression 
from whatever sourre it may come and that, at any rate, during the 
period of this emergency we realise that all (ontroversy .should be 
hushed and that we should do ev(‘rvthing in our power to prevent panic, 
to strengthen the disarmed people and to defend the country and to bring 
the efforts of the Allied ]\»wers for a final victory and a final jK'uce as 
early and as definitely as possible. ]>et Sir Nazimuddin use his 
undoubted influence, his power, his abilities in this cause. I am 
willing to follow him although I know he is not willing to follow me. 

I have no objec’tion to follow him. I^et him take up the standard and 
I will follow that standard. 1 know that it is a time when we must 
not stick to personal quarrels. Sir, I will make that offer to Sir Nazi- 
muddin. 1 am willing to follow him, hut he is not willing to follow me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of personal explana- 
tion, Sir. We are not concerned either with the statement of Sir 
Nazimuddin raising certain issues or with the reply by the Hon ’hie the 
Leader of the Hou.se. We do not want to take either too seriously. 
What we want to take interest in is to take a .serious note of the 
arrogation hy a certain section (»f the House of the name of the Congress 
Parliamentary Party 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: On a point of order, Sir. Is it 
a personal explanation!^ lie definitely gave us to understand that be 
was going to speak on a personal explanation. But is it a personal 
explanation ? 

Mr. NIHARENDil DUTTA MAZUMDAR; On a point of order, 
Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL9 Sir, the circumstances under 
wbicb 
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' Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Dr. Sanyal, he is raising a point of 
order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, the point of personal explana- 
tion cannot he yielded. He ('an raise a point of order after the point 
of personal explanation has been finished. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: J)r. Sanyal, please sit down. 

Mr. NIHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, my point of order 
is this. We have just lu'urd the Leader of the Hou.se 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, whom diil you allow to raitm 
the pfunt ot orihu ^ I think ^ on alloweij Mr. (iho.s(‘ to raise the point 
of order. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ]ia\e allowed Mr. Dutta Maxumdar. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, my point of order 
is tills. We have just had a statement fixun the Hoirhle the Iy<*ad<*r 
of the Hous<* 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What i.s your point of order? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mn point of order is 
this. Is that statement open to discus.sion now before llie House? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. it is not. I have already said 
that no debate will be allowed on that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Sir, on behalf of the party 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: On a point of 
order, Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He is explaining the position on 
behalf of the party. I hope ytm will rise one by one. 

Bibu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: On a point 
of order, Sir, CW ilPTOff fnin T?# (7f 

mm cm \ 

»cope sUtcment TlHfCTtYf 

ftiTOp ^ I 'Stf mU5 5# I 
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Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. »Saiiyal is making a statement on 
behalf of the party to clarify the position of his party. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; The statement of the 
Chief Minister is not ojx'ii to discussion. 

Mr, SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would request Mr. Biswas to kindly 
take his seat. * 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, my point of order is 
this- 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The ])oiiit of order cannot he raised 
now 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, under the rules 

(liju’oar. ) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Older, order, if tliiv sort of ujiroar 
<‘Oiilimie,s <1 h‘ onl\ coui'^e left to me will he to adjourn the lIous(‘ 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; The cm umstanres under which 
<*ertain iiieiiiliers 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order AVhen the (’liair is <.n 
it.s lo^\s no nieinlter shouhl sjieak. I have pel untied Dr. San\al to 
make a hrief e\phinator\ stat^'inmit on hehalf «>f liis jiart} I will hear 
no ]>oint of ortho . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Sir, 1 will not enter into the 
merits — — ( I'jiroar. ) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ma> I enquire of Mr. Roy whether 
Dr. Saiiyal is .speaking; (Ui hehalf of Ins jiarty^ 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Sir, the Chief Whip of the 

i’ongress Par]iamentar\ l*art\ 

(A voit'e from the Coalition Bi‘nehes : Say “Congress Assembly 
Parliamentary Party.”) 

Yes. You may yourself call that. I know that fraud has been 

going on (Loud uproar and cries of “withdraw the expression** 

from the Coalition Benches.) 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 8ir, he must withdraw that 
expression. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: AVhalever statements are 
made hy ])arty or on hehalf of any party we want to make it 
emp}iati(all\ clear tliat we are not ^oinjf to hear the speech of a member 
wlio is ‘speakin^r as an of the Sf4ttf’snujn (Tproar). You 

only cari \in^»- on propa^^anda ( Heiiewisl ujiroar.'l 

(Several iiieiiihjMs nwe to spe.ik i 

DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Onhi. order. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! Sn. 1 do not uant to (juarrel with 
them ho to-da\ (Tjiroar > 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr S.iii\al, \on are oh.stnictin^ the 

J)roce(‘diii^''M of llie Douse 

Mr, KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY; Mr D<*put\ Sjxaker, we on this 
hide (d the llou>«* have iio intention of takitijT aiiN ]»art in this sijuabhle 
that Is ^roin^ oti heiueen tlo* .Muslim Lea^rije ami the Foiward IMoe. 

o!i!\ want to sa\ lha! \se pioti*-! a^Miiist a seetiou of the uietuhers 
on that side it the House i .illiii^’ theiiis^dves ('oti^ress memhers. 
(’on/j'e-". i". an all-lndia <>t i.’'aMsat ion and \on ( atmot have a private 
or /ja n i s.i t loll .nid i all il ( fUi^tes^ Tii.it is the piotest which I formal- 
ly wanl lo make on behalf of the (’oti^Mess Parliament. ij \ Party. 

(A yoiee ffotii the Toalition Hem lo’s • Ad Ho(' t’on^resH Party ) 

M hen I am s|»(‘akin^^ on behalf of the party I wanl a little 
court<’s\ even if \ oil djsa;.rM*e with me. If vou sliow discourtesy w'e 
shall also retaliate < Oo e more. Sir, I fortnallv ]>r<iles| against non- 
Coii^ressriien ealliu^ themselves t 'on^rressmen . 

(Habu Narendra Naravan Chakrabartv and Mr. Surendra Nutli 
Diswas rose to ^peak ' 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order Sir Nazimmldin will 
speak now . 

Khwaja 8ir NAZiMUDDIN: Sir, 1 submit to your rulin^r am] 1 
shall not take jtart in the dehate at all. All I have jfot to say by W'ay 
of personal explanation with reference the sUitements made hy th« 
HonTde Leader of file House to-day and on the other day is lliis. Sir, 

I have Wen accused of telling untruths and half-trutliH and paWidi^larly 
a reference has been made to the document which I referrei td in ray 
statement the other day. The House will judge who is^ 
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speaking uniruthg and half-truthg. In that statement I made a parti- 
cular reference to the document that was sig^ned at tlie house of 
Mr. J. 0. Gupta on the ni^i^ht of 2Sth November, and I challenge the 
Hon'ble Leader of the House to produce the document which he has 
referred to and which is supposed to be in the possession of Mr. Carter. 

I am certain that he will find that the signatures on that document 
are dated 3rd December and not 28th November. In the document to 
which I referre<I, the Hignatures were dated 28th November and in 
support of that, where Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose had signed as Leader 
of the Forward Bloc 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, no. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODiN: In support of my statement, I 
shall only read out to you from what appeare<l in the official organ of 
the Government and the Forward Bloc, namely, Hindusthan 
Standard, dated the 29th November. This is what it says; 

“It is learnt that at a me<*ting of the representatives of the various 
groups in opposition in the Bengal A.sKembly and the progressive group 
of the Coalition Ministerialist ])arty on Friday night, it was decided 
to form a new' party to be known us the Progressive (’oalition Party 
in the Assembly under tlie lea<lership of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq, the <3iief Minister. It is further learnt that this new party will 
be compose*] of the prf>gr(‘s.siv<» group of the Mini^nterialist Coalition 
Party, the Krisliak Proja Part.\ . the lmlej>endent Scheduled CasU 
Parly, the Forwanl Bloc group of Congressmen and some unattached 
members.” 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; I cannot all(»w an> debate on the 
statement. If you or the (^)ngress Party or an\ other Group wrant a 
debate on the statement, plea.se give notice of a relevant motion and 
then I shall consider that. Both the statements c»f the Hon’ble Leader 
of the Opposition and the Hon’ble Leader <d the House will go to the 
Press. It will be a matter for the members of the House or for the 
matter of that for the member.> of the public outside 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will you .send the two statemenU 
w’ith our ob.si'rvations ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. 

Tht Hon’bM Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ; If he makes a statement 
now, then I shall have to make a further statement in reply to that. 


KhlNl|R Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I am referring only to one portion 
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* The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir Xajsiniuddin has 
absolutely inissecl my point. I pointefl out that (!a\ and I am pointing: 
out to-day that the document .‘iig’ued in the house of Mr. J. ('. (Jupta 
was siffiied by Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose not as Leailer of the Forward 
Bloc, That document, Sir Nazimuddin might r(»meml>er, was referred 
to at a meeting in the (bn'ernment House and I got that document 
from Mr. Manzur Murshed and handed it over to His K\cellency. We 
all saw it and I distin(*tl\ remember in that document Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose <11(1 not sig!i as Is*ader of tin* Finwanl Ifl(H\ I asked 
Mr. Carter to let me have the <locument, but he coubl not find it. He 
has, however, authorised me t(> state in the Iftuise that in that d(K-ument 
Mr, Sarat (’handra B(»s(* has fioi signed as Ii<*ader of the Forward 
Bloc. If that doj'umenl is found, it will be .seen that Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose did not sign as Ltuoler of the Forward Bloc. If I can 
find that document, it will be ]U(>duced. 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That document is either with you or 
witli \our nephew. 


Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It is a question of making one 
atateinent against aiioihei We need not cjuarrel over it. I will only 
ask the Hon'ble ('hief Minister to try and .see if the document is not 
with him and not in the (iov<‘rnmc*nt House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not with me. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, it is with you. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: You say that it is with 
me and 1 say that it is not with me. I handed it over to His 
Excellence. He read it and liaiided it over to Mr. (^'l^te^. Mr. Carter 
has misplaced it .somewhere. He has told me that he will make a 
search and find it out. 


Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The document I referred to is the 
document which he is not autloiri.sed to contradict. 

Then, Sir, the other da\ the HonTde Chief Minister referred to iny 
frequent dinners with Mr. Arthur Moore. Dunng the last six months, 
1 dined only once with' Mr. Arthur Moore and that was in the company 
of the Hon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee and the Hon’ble Mr. S. K. 
Basu (The Hon’ble Mr. Samosh Kcmar B.asv ; And!) and Mr. Kiron 
Sankar Boy. 
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DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

2S— General Administratiofi--Debt Conciliation. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Sir, 
on th(^ rf‘(-oiniiien<lation of the (jovernor, I he^ to move that the demand 
of Uh. 00,000 he ^<ranted for expenditure under tlie head “25 — 
General Adininisl ration — Debt CNjnciiiation’*. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. I heg 
to move tliai the demand of Ks. 2‘ho0,0(l0 under the head “25 — General 
AdminiHtraiion — Ih'ht ('oneiliution" he reduced hy Ks. 100. The 
ohje(d of this motion is to rai.se a discussion about tlie po.stponement 
of the instalment of Debt Settlement Hoards in view of tlie acute 
distress j)revailing in the country. 

1 beg to draw tin* attention of the Hon'ble Minister t(» one as]>ect 
of the case. With regard to fecovey\ of .amounts included in an award, 
it has b(*en i)rovided under section 2S(7» (»f the Kengal Agricultural 
jh'btors Act : “If ])y the date fixed the debtor fails to })a\ any amount 
payable under an award su< h amount shall be recoverable as a public 
demand on application made within the j>rescrilMMl i)eriod by a creditor 
to whom the amount is due.” 

There an' several lacunae or <lefects in thi*' i>artictilar se( tion and 
also 111 the rules framed thereunder. 'I’liere is nothuij^ in the section 
or ill the rule to gi\e aii\ notice i(» the I’crtificatc debtoi at tlo- time of 
filing certificate against that delitoi. 

Kule (id provides; “An ajiplication b\ a <redit<ir umler sub- 
section (/) (d section 2S f(»r the rec<)V(‘i\ (d an amount p.i\.ible under 
an award shall be made--(i/i within litt d.i\s of the date when the 
amount was payable or within dl) da>s of the date of an order by a 
certificate officer rejecting an a]>i)lication b\ a debtor tor time under 
sub-section (2) of such section whidiever is later; within (il) days 
of the date fixed for payment liy (he ( '4*rtifi< ate Gfticer. if time i> allowed 
bv him.. . and rule (>4 sa\.s that a ireditor who applies for th(‘ recovery 
of an amount under sub-section (7> of section 2^ ^hall give the 
following partii'ulars. 

Here it has heen specific.illy stated tliat tin* application should 
contain the number and >ear of the proceeding', in whnli the awaid was 
made, the dale of the award ami the nanu' of the Board makliiir the 
award and also the lime at which the aimnint which the debtor has 
failed to pa\ was payable. Sir, in every case ot default on the part 
of the debtor, as soon as an appheation is made b\ the ireditor in a 
civil ('ourt or a n'venue court, a notice is at once served on the debtor 
that the ereilitor has tiled an applieation to realise his dues which have 
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betjoiue due on account of default. But here under rule fM there is no 
procedure or there is no system by which the debtor can have any 
notice from the creditor. This actually puts the debtor to ^freat 
incohvenieiue and disadvanta^fe because the debtor cannot know 
whether an application has been filed against him. All on a sudden 
a peon comes to him for seizin^r his movables. Therefore, I would 
ask the Hon ble Minister to see that a notice is served upon the debtor 
as Mxm as an apj)lication for the recovery <»f the defaulted instalments 
is filed. 

Tliere i^ another point to winch I would draw the attention (d the 
Hon hie Minister. Tl»e creditor is asked h\ rule (h‘l to file an applica- 
tion uithin sL\t} da\ s lr(>m tiie date of default of the instalment, and 
if he does not file an application his ease is harred hy limitaliori. So 
the creditor tannot Mail he\oml sixty ilays. Even if there is a 
possibility <d an aiiiicahh* si‘ttlement betM4N*n the creditor ami the 
debtor to postjione the paurient of instalments by one year that settle- 
ment < annot be idTec t to in \iew ot the provision enumdated in 

rule bd because it he does not file Ins applit'atioU mi t Inn sixty days 
]ieton‘ the (’ertifnate Officer umler rule th<» ca.n* is barred by 

limitation. I Mould ask tlie Hon'ble Minister to amend (be nile and 
make the period of limitation as one year instead of sixty days so that 
it Moubl 1 m‘ possible betMeen tlie debtor and the creditor l») amieaidy 
.settle the debt Mitliout coming? to a court of hiM', Section says, 

subject to an\ rules made under tbi.s Act, the ('ertifieate Officer, if 
satistied that liime is ^ood reason for the failure to pa> b\ the fixe<l 
<]ate, may alloM time lo (lie d(d>lor uilliin Mhieh to pay any amount 
due. If lh(' <'ertifi(aie Officer thus alloMs time, he may, if lie thinks 
fit, further direct that a sniiibif fHTiod of (niu‘ shall be jriven to tin' 
debtor after the time fixed in tin* uMard for )Knment of an\ other 
amount pasable tbereundcr. Mithin mIimIi to make such other )>ay- 
meiil, and the auanl shall lie deeiiu’d to be rmalified aceordin^jr! y, and 
the rub’s framed under this se« tion sa\ that time c.m be alloM'ed on 
the ftdloM’in^^ considerations, namel^. if the debtor or a?i\ <’arniri/;i;’ 
member of bis family iias suff<Me<i from rniv sifkiioss (»r injuiy Mhieli 
has made it impossibic for tfie debtor prop»M]\ hi fultivate fiis land or 
has otherM'ise .iffei ted his earnnijrs; if thru* has Immoi a total or )nntial 
failure of r rojis omim;,: to sin h causes as flood, <\^lone, drouy’ht (»r 
ilamaire b\ in-ci is or bli^^ht ; .nid if the diditor h.i'. suflered from anv 
other e\<ept)onal disasi<T -m )i as ■.cnoiis loss b\ tiie or tlieft, loss of 
cattle needed tor <iilfi\at!on riMiri^' to acci<lent or dis(*asc, Even in 
such cases. Sn, the Certificate Officer trenera!l\ does not yranl any 
time till the next harvestinjir se.ison but onl\ one or (m'o months’ time 
is jrranted. When the case is atijudicated upon by fhe Defit Seftle- 
ineiit Board the date of pa\ment is fixe<l nl the harvestini.r lime hut as 
soon as an application i.s filed before the (Vrlificale fffficer that officer 
grants only tMo or three months’ time. I would request the Hon^hle 
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Minister to see that under section 28(2) instructions are issued to tie 
District Officers to see that the time, if granted, must be granted till 
the next harvesting season so that the cultivator may be in a position 
to pay off his defaulted instalments. Then, Sir, there is another 
matter. The ordinary cultivator has to go to the Certificate Officer 
incurring an exiK*nditure of about Rs. fi to Ks. 8. I would request 
the llon’ble Minister to see w'hether an easy method can be devised 
by which the debtor’s incurring this expenditure can be obviated. 

Now, Sir, so fur as the .selection of the personnel of the Co-operative 
Debt Settlement Boards is concerned, the Chairman is generally an 
Inspector of Co-operative Societies and tw’o or tliree members are taken 
from the share-holder.s of Central Banks and one or two from the 
members of ordinary village societies. So far as the village society 
members are concerned, they seldom come to the Board’s meetings and 
the decision is generally taken in the Board consisting of the Inspector 
of Co-(»t)erntive Societies as (’hairman and two or thre<* share-holders 
of Central Banks. That being so, Sir, the interests of the debtors are 
generally overlooked, but the interests of the Central Bank concerned 
are always in the minds of the members (»f such Boards. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER t As the time of the Asseinhly fixed for 
this demand is g<»ing to be over, 1 will now ask the llon’ble ^finister 
in charge to make a r<‘ply after which 1 shall put the motions to vote. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The time of the House has been 
taken on extraneous matters and this subject has not been given its 
due time. We can sit till 12 o’clock. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: If it is the deMre of the House to sit 
till 12 (/clock 1 have no objection. 1 shall first consult the liCader 
of the Opposition. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the absence of our leader, 
may I tell >ou, Sir, that we are prepared to sit till 12 o'clock. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: We also have no objection to sit till 12 
o’clock. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2d, 50, 000 for expenditure under the head “2*5 — (xeneral Administra- 
tion — Debt Conciliation” bt' reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the 
motion is to raise a di.scussion about the unsatisfactory and inefficient 
functioning of the Boards. 

Sir, thew two departments of Co-o}>eration and Conciliation are 
like twin sisters and one cannot do without the other. WTien the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act was passed in 190-5, I remarked that 
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tRere were so many defects in the Bill that a comprehensive measure 
of this character should he hroup^ht in if the Government wanted to 
provide for the relief of the agricultural debtors in Bengal. Parti- 
cularly, Sir, there was another reference by another speaker. It 
reminds us of the fact that without the definition of the tcirm 
“agricultural debtor’’ the measure cannot 1 h» a satisfat'tory one. Now, 
Sir, after that in duly, P)4{), there were certain modifications, but still 
we maintain that in onler to work efficiently and satisfactorily further 
modifications are also ne(‘es>ar\ . 

Now, Sir, we have l)efore us the rejiort of the Land Revenue Com- 
mission, Bengal. At pag-e il4S of volume IV of the said report, a 
r^'fereiice has been made b\ many leaders of public opinion and also by 
high (iovernmenl officials 1 have it on the authorit\ of Mr. Townend, 
the Divisional Commissioner of Burdwan, who says, “Debt Settlement «' 
Boards have been of ver^ little practi<‘al hel)) to tlie cultivators. On 
the contrary, liiON liave seivtal to render rural credit sh\ and almo.st 
uiia\ai]a]!c and made the agrnulturists’ condition w’orse than 
before”. H<* finther goes on to say “I nee<l hardly say that the 
tend(‘m’> to defraud cfiMlitors is Imund up with tlie working of the 
Agricultural Ih'btois Act These tendencies are two in number and 
tlM*\ are s.Mriptoms of one di.sense, wliich at bottom is notliing more or 
less titan dislionesty a tembuH y to ibdraud iamllords by withholding 
rtMit and a lendenc\ to defr.iud creditors by witliliolding jiayment of 
debts”. He further gives a long list of suggestions in which lie has 
made the interesting ohservation that on account of the term ’‘agri- 
cultural delttor" m)t being definetl, the whole difficulty has arisen for 
this reason tliat the a}»}dication of an> one w}»o applies to such boards 
IS aicepted, m» matter wfjat is detim‘d in the Act and whether be is an 
agriculturist or not. It is true that there have been lertain umend- 
iiKMits of tlie term “agm ulture”, but tliere are debtors or even 
creditors who have not taken to this sort of agriculture including 
hortiiulfure or anything of the sort. They are men of other spheres 
of life and have nothing to do with agriculture. It is for this reason 
that all .sorts of ((iriuplion l»a\e arismi in tlie departnomt iK'cuuse they 
are naturally liig jicojde ai/d f)ie\ harass these deiilors- these poor 
agri( ultiiMsts — b\ postjioning the case.s. It must be w’ithin the 
knowledge of the Ilon’lde Minister that there are some cases extending 
over 4 y*ar.s. I have got -^0100 jier.sonal experience in this resjMict and 
I know of case.s in which the final decision, that is the award, has i\o\/ 
b«*<*n given even now although they were filed in lf>*'18. 

Now-, the object was to give jmme<liate relief to the agricultural 
debiors of Bengal in respect of tlieir indebtedne.ss. But such dilatory 
methods are adopted by the member.s of boards that relief is denied to 
them. 
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The Hon 'hie Minister hns given a very sympathetic reply and he 
has epoken very frankly and’^ think that he means to do something 
in this direction. The best thihg would be that either these hoards 
should be reorganised — som^ of them have already been reorganised — 
with better types of men who can give quick decision or that section 
3 should be altogether abolished and under that section Government 
can provide for an officer and an officer can take up the work. I think 
these are the only ways of solving the problem very quickly. 

Sir, with these words I move my motion. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AULAO H088AIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 23,50,000 for expenditure under the head 
■*‘25 — General Administration — Debt Conciliation" be reduced by 
Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the 
realisation of defaulted instalment of the Debt Settlement Boards by 
certificate procedure. 




Sir, although the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act was passed in 
1935, debt settlenieiit boards were not established Wfore 1930 and in 
some cases in 1937 and 1938. The result is that in the meantime lands 
of many agri(!ulturist debtors were sold in execution of decrees and 
passed into the hands of inahajans. In order to give relief to these 
debtors, an amendment of the Act was passed by the legislature, but 
owing to the dilatory ]»rocess of this (lovernnient eftect is not l>eing 
given to the same and as a result poor agriculturists have lH*en suffering 
much. 1 invite attention of tlie llon’ble Minister to s<^e that it comes 
into force all at once. 


There is provision under section 22 of the Bengal Agricultural 
Ih'btor.s Act to give reli«*f to <lcbtors whose debts (‘annot be reduced 
under section 19 of the said Act to an amount which they are able to 
pay back within 20 years and the debtors are fit persons to be given 
the benefit of being declared insolvents. But unfortunately there is 
hardly any board w'hich has been invested with such a power. Such 
power sliould be given immediately at least to every a{)ecial l)oard, if 
not to all boards. 


Sir, aci'ording to rules, muhnjnns are required to pay half the court 
fees but they hardly pay their share re.sulting in hara.ssment to the 
poor debtors who in many cases have to pay the entire court fees. 
This rule should be amended so that creditors may be forced to pay 
their quota of tin* prescribed court fees. 

Boards are not authorised to take up any case when the aggregate 
of the debt exceeds Rs. 5,000 without referring to the District Magis* 
irate. This pnx'eure should In* stop{)ed at once. 

Memln'rs of Iwards an* nowadays Wing appointed on party lines 
without considering the question of efficiency or fitness. 
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Again tliere is a move on the part of it Government to deceive the 
public and capture tlieir imagination. The proposal of the Government 
for extending the terms of the ftengal Agricultural Debtors Act for two 
years is merely an eye-wash. During the five years of the life-time of 
any Hoard there will W many agriculturist debtors within its jurisdic- 
tion who will not have come forward for relief from their debts. 
Before putting into operation all the amendments alrtmdy passed by 
the liegislature, (iovernineiit liave no justifieation to rush forward for 
further anieiidinents. Moreover, it is too late for the Government to 
coine forward tor extension of the Act as many of tlie l>oards hav<‘ by 
this tinii' }H*en eloped down. If the (t(»veriinieni really mean to do any 
good to tile jM‘(»j)le. t}ie> must at*once put into o{M‘ration nil the provi- 
sions of the Aet. 

Mr. I8WAR DAS JALAN: Sir, 1 heg to move that the demand of 
Its. tid.oU.OOd f<ir exjHUidiiure under the head “2A— -General Administra- 
tion — Debt ('onciliation *’ he r<‘dnc<’d by Hs. 100, The ohjeet of the 
motion is to dis(uss the ini(juitou.s, inelHident and dilatory administra- 
tion of the Delit ('om’ihation Hoards and the poliev of Government 
with regard t(t the debt eoneilialioiis. 

Sir, I do not wish to influ t a long spee<‘h at this fag-4‘n<l of the day. 
The onl\ tiling that I wish to sii\ is this that in tliis House we hav<* 
disi uss<m 1 this (jiu'stion tunes witliout nuiiilier. We have found that 
on account of the j)olic\ of the juist Government the credit of Ibis 
jirovince has i(*c(*iv<*d a ^enous set-hack and th<Te is a verN largt* vohnnc 
of opinion that the Agricultural Jhdilors A(’t has faile<l to fulfil tlie 
purpoM* for which it was pas.sed. Tliere is no douht about the fact 
that a large numher of debtors have got some relief ns a result of the 
d<'ht settlement Itoanls Hut the fact .stands that the pidicy wdiieh w'us 
inaug’iirated h\ the i»ast (Toveniment has not fulfilled the purpose for 
whu li it was inaugurated in tliis proviriee. I shall, therefore, without 
going into the details of the working of the Aet draw the attention 
of the Ilon'hh* .Minister to the fact that I understand that the life of 
the Art is mo^f ])rohahl\ going to he extended lieyond the limit for 
which it was passed, hut before extending the time, tlie Ifon'hle 
Minister will consider the advisuhility of appointing a eornmitfee of 
emjuiry to find out as to how far the Aet has served its purpose. 

Sir. with these words, I commend my motion to the aeeeptaiue of 
the House. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of ll.s. for expenditure under the head “2'i — (General 

Administration — Debt Goiu iliation” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object 
of the motion is to raise a diaeussion about the policy in the matter 
of constitution of the Debt Settlement Hoards and its working. 
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Mr. Deputy -Speaker, Srr, it is impossible to make a speech now 
but I want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to certain 
facts with rej^ard to the constitution of the boards. 

If we carefully analyse the provisions of this Act, we find that it 
was mainly intended for the benefit of the creditors as well as for the 
})enefit of the debtors. Really the object of the Act was to bring 
a])oui a settlement Ijctween the creditors and the debtors. And with 
that ohje(*t in view it w'as j)assed. The object of scaling down the 
debts or reducing the debts was the main purpose for which this Act 
Wiis passed. But it is an o|>en secret, Sir, that most of the Boards, 
constituted us they are, are fH»t functioning well. I'liey are corru])t to 
say the least. Still the work must %e carried on with these boards, 
ft is absolutely necessary that (lovernment should try to make rules 
with regard to constitution of boards in a different way. Miiy I 
suggest to the Ilon’lde Minist(‘r that the b(»ards sliould really consist 
of one exec’utive or judicial officer who has got experience of the work- 
ing of this Act, one member of the union board or President of a 
uiiif)!! board and one non-offi(tial memlier nominatetl by the board? The 
lioard should consist of three |H*rs(ms and they must decide these cases 
very speedily. It is a well known fact that cases instituted in the 
year llld? are still ])ending. So, the ver\ object of the Act lias been 
frustrated by this delay. 

Th<*n, Sir, I shall refer to certain other fai't.s. By section 40A of 
tliii Debt vSettlemeni Board Act, District dmlge has lunm vested with 
the jiower of revision and has got jurisdiction to hear apjieals against 
the decisions of the lower appellate courts. Though the District 
Judge has got power of N>vision, lawyers cannot have an audience 
before him. It has been found to our great regret that when there is 
a judgment of the appellate officer, the judgment does not mention 
gi'neral facts. When points are raisiul before the District Judge, he 
often interferes with the ca‘<es though this discretion ought not to be 
interfered with, becau.se he has had no opportunity of hearing the 
lawyers. So, it is uece.ssary if the District Judge is to exercise his 
nnisionury jiower that (he rule should be revised and lawyers should 
be given an audience before the Distri(‘t Jmlge. 

1 want to jilace certain ])oints before the Ilon'ble Minister for consi- 
deration. 1 shall put (hem in writing and 1 hope that they will receive 
due consiileration. 

(Dr. Nalinaksha San\at ro.se to sjieak.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Morgan. 

Mr, C. MORGAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have very little 
to add to what 1 said in my sjieech last year about debt conciliation. 
My friend who has just sat down — not Dr. Sanyal but Mr. Datta — has 
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corroborated all that I said last year. Although, Sir, I am informed 
that some improvement has taken place recently, probably due to 
certain action taken by the late Minister, Mr. Mullick, the position is 
still iin.vatisfa(‘tory . Tlie statements 1 made last year more or less still 
hold pood, and 1 hope the llon’ble Minister-in-charpe will pive his 
clo.sest attention and supervision to the propress or want of propress, 
as the rase may 1h\ of debt settlement boards. 

] notiie. Sir, tliat tlie lU iujal \Veckly which used to publish various 
items with repard to debt settlements has now 8topj>ed j)ublication. I 
am ver\ plad to hear tlmt lH‘rnuse I thoiipht they were futile. 

Sir, \utli repard to one zemindnry of which 1 know somethinp, T 
would ju‘'t like to mcuition a few fipures. The position at the end of 
1347 11. S. was that 3.4fMt fresh <‘ases were instituted durinp the year. 
4,147 rases oiil\ wen* dis]>osrd (»t, and the t(dal numlx'r of (Uises left 
})endinp at the end of tlte year was 4.490. Xfany such (*ases linve been 
peiiiliiip .since 1937. The p(diit made by my friend Mr. Datta is that 
it is inequitable. ]lut the fart is that thouph cases have been dis- 
posed of l y the board, tlie tenant ran and <loes continue to enjoy the 
lands involved without beinp obliped to pa> any rent at all and the 
company. 1 mean tlo* /emindarv. is powerless to do anythinp about it. 

1 hope the Hon hie Minister will take note of that. 

The position is further appravated by the fact that (lovernment 
have not a])})arently issue<l un\ clear or definite instruetioii to the 
hoard with the (•onse(juen( e that it did not .seem to understand the law 
which it is called upon to udmini.ster. Kor instance, in many eas(‘H 
tlie hoard acted entirely contrary to the law that has hern enacted 
after the 1st .laiiuar\, 1949, for payment of debt or anears of rent for 
more years than ar<‘ jiermilled under the rules. Tlie Hon’hle Minister 
will see that preat illepality poes on. 

Sir. there is the (juestion of amendment of the Ilcripal Apriculturul 
Debtors A<’t cominp up shortly liefore the House I shall sfH*ak on it 
when the Hill comes up 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I rise only to speak a few 
words ’ll support of th<* motion of my esteemed friend Mr. Iswur I)as 
Jalun, and in doinp so 1 shall draw attention to one instanee and pive 
un(}Uestionahle evidein e of }iow tlie administration of this enactment is 
abused. 

.Sir. a juirticular pentleman in tlie city of f'aleutta took a larpe sum 
of nionf\ from one H, N. San\al in the. \ear 1921 or 1922. 1 hat 

amount was advanced, when the Henpa) National Bank was collnpsinp, 
to one of the main agents, namely, Mr. Bhupeiidra Banerji <»f preat 
reputation, and his house alonp with the house of his brothers in 
Bhow'anipur was mortgaged subsequently for that amount of advance. 
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The amount piled up and somehow or other Mr. Bhupendra Banerji 
managed to get out and left the mortgage on the shoulders of his 
brothers. The case came up before a Subordinate Judge of Alipur 
when these brothers managed to get a .stay order from some debt settle- 
ment board outside. The stay order was heard by the District Magis- 
trate, and, Sir, it was discovered that these gentlemen had put in the 
])lea that they were agriculturists although they had no agricultural 
land to speak of, and the income coming out ot that property was 
demonstrably sliown by them to be much less than even the rent 
obtained from the Bh(»wanipur house. The Magistrate hesitated to 
a(!cept this gentleman as a debtor. Thereafter stone intelligent lawyer 
put in the plea that his client, Mr. Banerji, was an agriculturist, 
because he maintained livestock. Sir, it is very interesting. The live- 
stock that tliese Banerjees were rearing u]) was nothing more than some 
Alsatian d(>gs and peacocks in their < Calcutta house, and they showed 
that from llie sale of the Alsatian (b»gs they got an income td some- 
thing like Hs. 8t)() as against abtmt (1(10 to 700, the income derived as 
rent of the house. Thereby they demonstrated to the satisfaction of 
certain offiidalH that they were agriculturists! The Magistrate of 
24-ParganaH felt very reticent about accepting this gentleman as an 
agriculturist on (he ground that they reared Alsatian dogs in Calcutta 
and by the sale of those dogs they were getting an income, and he 
turned down the a|)])lication. Here the stor> begins, not ends. These 
gentlemen hapjiened to liuve some influen(‘e with the officers of the 
Co-operative Dejiartmmit. It is interesting to note what happened 
theri'uftt‘r. Tlie Joint StM-retary of the (!o-operative Dejiartment was 
approached and he called for an explanation of the District Magistrate 
as to why he turned down his objection. The District Magistrate sent 
a very cogent reply to the Joint Sei retary and there also he pointed out 
that it was none of ( j«>vernment’s Inisine.ss to intervene, be(*ause the 
Magistrate was tlie competent authority to decide the matter finally 
and that it was not a matter in which (lovernment could legally 
intervene. 

it w’Hs a dei'isiou of the nature of a judicial decision of a Magis- 
trate that tlie local (lovernment could not alter. But, Sir, the Depart- 
ment had to maintain their zul for what weighty reasons we do not 
know. J'eople talked of many things. There were influential Ministers 
at the time and certain i>ersons were talking about the influence of 
Mr. Banerji with aome of them. With this wonderful case the Sub- 
Judge could not procml. That was because by the order of Govern- 
ment the decision of the Magistrate w’as superseded and Mr. Banerji 
bad ultimately to be accepted as an agriculturist. Here is an instance 
in which a sum of nearly Its. lo.OCH) is involved with a mortgage on 
a house in Calcutta. 1 bnmght the matter to the notice of the Joint 
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S^retary and also the Minister concerned but nothing has so far been 
done. I think that the matter is of great public importance . 

•(The inemher having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 


Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
one hundred and fifty years of British rule demonstrated that the rural 
Befigal was no mon* the land of pros})erity. The people were over 
heads and ears in debt. 'Fhe agriculturists were in rack and rtiin and 
agriculture itself, the mainsta\ of (he province as a whole, was on its 
way to destruction. 'I’lie iuonc\ -lenders ati* away the vitals of the 
nation, and the debts of the agricnlturiNts had aecuimilated and proved 
too lieavy a burden. In a aord, the agriculturists were victim.s of usury 
and usurif>us exactions from the beginning and th4‘ money-lenders as a 
class was a parasitical growth, and the hulk of the so»iety lived in 
nakedness and starvation. It a grandfather hoiTiJwa'd Its. 10, he ami 
liis succes..ors ])ai(l and i)aiid and payment of ten times the original 
debt lett outstaiuling a debt f>t Hs 500 more. In such a contingency 
moratorium was the pntper woid hut the legislators of Bengal thought 
it wise to adopt half-hearted niea.sures. Sir Aziziil HafjUe initiated 
tlie Itengal Money-lenders Act and Sir Nazimuddin, the Bengal Agri- 
cultural Debtors Act. The latter wa.s in the archives (d the Bengal 
Secretariat for long, till, on the advent of the I’rovimial Autonomy 
and consecpienfial deniurul of the rural f<dk tin* Act came into opera- 
tion in lOdT. The Act was a half-hcnrt(»d measure and its enforcement 
was made in a half-hearted way. 

Tlie Boards were const itute<l h\ the jiowers that 1 m* and the local 
oflicers’ selection of iiK'mhcrs was and is \el on wrong lines. The 
Boards were generally of anti-debtor disposition. 

Even after 5 >ears it is seen that specdal powers are not available 
to the ordinary Boards. In tlie absence of j-onsent of the nuihajanx, the 
debts cannot be settled and case.s are kept lianging and pending to the 
disadvantage of all concerned. Dispo.suls are, therefore, so few' and 
fur between. It is now* high time that alj the Board Hhould enjoy 
special powers un<ier the A<'t. 

In cases of debts of over Ks. ‘.,?5.(K)0 the benefits of the Act are not 
available and debts of Bs. 5.0(K) to Rs. iio.dOO require the previous 
.sanction of the District Magistrate on a (juestioii of fact whether the 
appliiant is actually an agriculturist. As ill-luck would have it, the 
District Magistrate sits in the headquarters of the district and any 
good lawyer carries the day before him. Hif personal inclination is 
of a man beyond the reach of want; he h8.s a mind not in sympathy 
with the poor. The result is di.saster in many eases. 1 hope the rules 
shall undergo change all at once in favour of the debtors. 

(The member having reached (he time-limit resumed his seat.) 
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Mfi 8YED MU8TACAW8AL HAQUE; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
I want to say only a few words on the motion under discussion in order 
to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the wide extent -of 
corruption prevalent in the Department. The administration of this 
Department by the past Cabinet w’as extremely disappointing^. The 
Hon’ble Minister who was in charge of this Department was a man 
hailing from Khulna and it is wdth deep regret that I say that this 
gentleman u.sed to interfere very much. Sometimes he used to turn 
down Ihe recommendations of the Subdivisional Officers and even the 
District Magistrate. He was freely charged with nepotism and 
favouritism. I shall give sonje instances to show to the House how the 
Hon’ble Minister used to interfere in the matter. All the officers of 
the Co-operative Department and Debt Settlement Boards were relations 
of the Hon’ble Minister who were acting as his local in the 

districts. If the Ilon’ble Minister who is now in charge looks into 
the papers h# will find the extent of the ('orru])tion, and the nature of 
the undue interference by the then Minister. For the Kaitala Debt 
Settlement Board in the Bagerhnt subdivision of the Khulna district, 
the District Magistrate recommended one Maulvi Sultan Ali who is an 
under-gruduute hut the then Hon’hle Minister interfered and appointed 
one pundit of a lower primary school. Mr. Sultan Ali has been the 
President of the TTnion Board for the last k’O years anrl ha^^ been held 
in great respect in the locality. In spite of the reconunendation of the 
District Magistrate, the then Hon’hlc Minister intcrtcr(‘d and appointed 
the pdtJishdld pundit against whom the Hon'hle Minister knew serious 
allegations had been made. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 


Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Rule 
12, sub-rule (rm), says that no member can make any personal charge 
against any other member, but in the course of to-day’s debate some 
mean insinuations and unjustified fulininations about m>self and other 
members of this House have been made. I would request you ei tiler 
to have those expressions withdrawn or to have the matters expunged 
or to direct the Pre.ss to withhold publication of those matters. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I will firstf’look into the official reports 
to see what were the expressions used. As a matter of fai t I could not 
hear many of the expressions that were used by many of the members. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUaA: May 1 submit, Sir, that the leader 
of the oftcial Congress party used the word “fraud” against the leader 
of this party? 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will exuiwine the official proceedings 
and if I find tliat these expressions have been really used, I will not 
a^ow them to go to the Press. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If you. Sir, really find that 
some of the statement> are ohjei'tioiiable, 1 would ask \ou not to take 
your decision witliout allowing tlie Houm* a full opportunity to explain 
the position. It is extremel\ unfortunate that I have made certain 
statetnents for whi<h 1 am prepared to lake the fulb’st responsibility. 
But if yoii now decide that thi> should not g<» t(» tlie Press I submit 
that it will not be fair to us. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is impossible for me to solve a hypo- 
thetical proposition. lit‘t me first see what wonls wt^e actually used. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My .submission is very simple, 
Sir 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHmR 8ANYAL: (In a point of order, Sir. 
Tbe inatt(‘r i^ ver\ serious 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have not said anything against 
ary\ iiarticular individuals but- ■ 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 cannot say un\ thing until I see the 
official proceedings. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, my point of order <loes not 
relate to the official proceedings and I do not care to see official proceed- 
ings if the official jiroceedings arc as they are. No member of this 
House is entitled to speak anything making a personal cliarge against 
any individual mi'inher wliii li would come under rule Hi {rm) of the 
Assembly Procedure Rules 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I admit that this rule is very clear but 
I will have to see th<‘ actual exjjressions used liy the different memlM-rs. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, f have been personally 
charged as being an ag^ent of the Stairfintau hnf you know, Sir, that 
it was I who have been in^runn*ntal in penalising the Staiesrnnn only 
the other da\. It is a vile insinuation and an unjustifiable fulmiua- 
tion eveji when made by a time-serving cousin of mine. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I am not prepared to go into this 
question at this stage. I would now’ ask Khan Bahadur H^ihem All 
Khan to reply to the debate on the Debt Conciliation Budget, 
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25— General Administration— Debt Conciliation. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, 

I ofl'tir niy sincerest thanks to my honourable friends for their healthy 
comments and constructive su^^gestions for the good administration of 
this department. 

Sir, as for the constitution of tlie Debt Settlement Boards — both 
Special and Ordinary Boards — 1 want to say that these Boards are con- 
stituted by the District Officers on the report of the Subdi visional Officer 
and in consultation with the (niairman of the District Board and the 
local Jkl.Ii.A.’s, and as far as po^sible only lionest men are taken on the 
Board, But whenever it is found that any particular Board . 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: All local M L.A.’s are not 
necessarily consulted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASH EM ALI KHAN: If 

that is H(». I will see that they are consulted. 

As I was saying, Sir, if any particular Board does not function 
properly and fairly and w’e get a report from the Divisional Ooniniis- 
sioner to that effect, tlien that particular Board is reconstituted even 
now’. If there is any complaint against any particular member, then 
that member is also removed from the Board. We are trying to 
improve the personnel of the Board by variou.s means, and there are 
certain iJowers under section 17(/)(h)(c'l which are conferred upon a 
Board tliat functions properly and fairly. So in various ways Govern- 
ment are trying to improve the w’orkings of the Board and for recon- 
stitution of the Boaril changing the personnel in various aspects. 
Wlienever any complaint is received against any particular Board or 
member, so far as 1 am concerned, I take action to come to a definite 
decision as to tlie truth or falsity of the allegation. As soon as allega- 
tions are found to be true. I take action. Not to speak of others, even 
if there is a complaint against any officer of the department — serious or 
otherwise — from any source wdiatsoever, w'e at once take action for an 
enquiry and if w’e find that really anything has been proved against 
him we do not hesitate to inflict proper punishment upon that officer. 

As regards corruption, I do not deny, Sir, that there is no corrup- 
tion in this Department ns well as in other departments of the Govern- 
ment. But corruptions cannot be removed unless and until the general 
morale of the people has been improved. In spite of that, Sir, every 
effort will be made to remove these corruptions as soon as these are 
brought to the notice of the department. 
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• Then, Sir, as regards the working of the Debt Settlement Boards, I 
may tell the House that all necessary measures have been adopted for 
the better working of these Boards. Special officers have to attend at 
leifst eight sittings a month of tliese Boards and the ('ircle Officer has 
also to attend at least four sittings a month. Besides that the Deputy 
Diret'tor is touring throughout the province, sui)ervising the work of 
the various boards and submitting occasional reports to the (lovernment 
for taking necessary action. It will thus ujipear that no pains are 
))eing spared to improAc tin' witrking of the department. Jn the past 
there were various defects in the W(»rk of the Debt Settlement Board, 
as f<»r instance, several noti<‘es on a j>arti<‘ular matter were s<*rved at 
certain in^tervals. But after the amemlment of IDdO fhesi* defe(‘fs have 
been removed and notices are now simultaneously served out. Now 
the payments of court-f(*es and other fees are n<d demanded before the 
disposal of the ca.^es. The (’ertific'att* ()ffic<*rs are realising the court- 
fee^. etc Ev(‘rv measure has been taken to have a (juick and sjieedy 
disposal of the caves. Eases are not m»w being delayed for more than 
six months or a year and that is also for certain Hj)ecial causes and 
reasons. But as soon as tliose (‘auses are removed, the cases are at once 
disi)osed of. I have issued instructions to various J)ebt Settlement 
Boards to try to divj)(»se of cases in six months as far us possible, and 
that is being done. 

Then, Sir. as regards tlie (|uestion of giving time to tl>e defaulters 
for payment of arrear instalments that has been raised by my friend 
Mr. Israil, I may tell him that there are provisions in the Act for 
giving time to the defaulting delitors and, as such, time is Wing given 
to them. We are issuing instructions to the Eertificate Officers to 
extend the time of payment in cases where there is scarcity or acute 
distress on account of flood or otherwise. But as regards my friend’s 
suggestion to extend the time till the next harvest time the diffi(‘ulty 
is that by that time another instalment may fall due and the debtor 
will be in a great ilifficiilty to pay two in.stalmcnts together. That is 
the reason why the time is so extended that payment may he made as 
early as possible. 

Then, Sir, as for the suspension of the instalment or the exemidion 
from payment of instalment, I .submit that these are debts not due to 
the Government but due to the private creditor. I think the whole 
House will agree with me that the (rovernmeiit slioubi not adopt any 
such measure by which the private creditor may be deprived of hia 
dues. So whatever facilities can he given to the debtor for payment 
of his debt are being given and Certificate Officers have been instructed 
to give those facilities. 

Now, as to the extension of time-limit from 2 months or GO days to 
one year, I think my friends w'ill agree with me that this will increase 
his indebtedness rather than decrease it if one year is given. Because 
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after the lapse of one year he will have to pay another debt and thus 
debts will be doubled. So for the sake of policy and in the interest of 
the general public time-limit .should be limited to GO days and should 
not be extended to one year or more than that. 

Then my friend Mr. P. Ranerji referred to a certain statement by 
Mr. Town end. 

(The ITon’hle Minister having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of 
Rs. 2d,o{),000 for expenditure under the head '‘2;’) — General Adminis- 
tration— Debt Conciliation” be redu<ed by Rs. 100 was then put and 
lost. 

The motion ()f Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Rs. 23.50,000 for 
expenditure under the liead “25 — General Administration — Debt 
Conciliation” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion (tf Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aulad Hossain Khan that the 
demand of Rs. 23,50,000 for expenditure under the he.ad “25 — General 
Administration — Debt Conciliation” be reduced by R^^. 100 then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Iswar Das Jalan that the dtunand of Rs. 23,50,000 
for expenditure under the head “25— (leneral Administration — Debt 
Chmciliation ” be reduc(*d by Rs. 100 was then j)ut and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Xath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 23,;)0,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Adminis- 
tration — Debt Conciliation” be reduced by Rs. 100 wa.s then put and 
lOvSt. 

The motion of the Ilon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ha.shem Ali 
Khan that the demand of Rs. 23.50.000 be granted for expenditure 
under tlie liead “25 — (ieneral Administration — Debt (’onciliation” was 
then put and agreed to. 

Stttamnt by tha Leader of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : Sir, may I have your 
leave to make a statement. Sir, in tlie course of m\ statement I 
referred to a document which had been signed by Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose as the leader of what he called the “Bengal ('ongres.^ Parliamen- 
tary Party”. By this I do not enter into the disjuite that still exists 
between the two wing.s of the Congress in this Bouse, but, Sir, the 
point that I wish to make out i.s this. 1 maintained on a previous 
occasion and I maintain today that Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose did not 
sign as the leader of the Forward Bloc. (Khan Bahadur Mohammed 
Au : What is the date of this document?) 1 will make a full statement 
and I appeal to Sir Naximuddin and to Mr. Suhrawardy, who were 
members of the Cabinet at that time, to correct me if I am mistaken. 
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Sir, the meeting was held at the house of Mr. J. C. Gupta — only 
one meeting and one meeting only. At that meeting a document was 
draw'n up by Mr. Sarat Chandra Rose himself, signed by Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Ih)se, ifr, Shamsutldin Ahme<l, Khan Rahudur Ilashemali 
Khan and Mr. Hem Chandra Naskar. To that document my friend 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjce had not then given his signature. 1 was 
asked to aecejjt the leadership of tlie party which had been formed by 
the said document. 1 rclu.^cd toi two iea.>oii.s -because 1 had not tht*n 
made up m\ mind aini because tin," <locument was not complete. That 
was on the 27th of November. Either on the 28th or on the 2Mth 
November— that will aj)peaj tiom the papers ti» which Sir Najtimuddin 
has rett'ircd — a news was puhlislictl ami there was a Cabinet mtM*ting 
at (loveriiment ICoise on that dale It was alh'ged that 1 had aceejited 
the leadership ol the jiartv I denied and .said that I had not )»ui one 
single scratcli on that jiajier. Some ot m\ colleague, s nisi.sti'd that wlial 
I was telling was not correct. I ask(Ml His Evcellencv to tell .Mr. Carter 
t<t get that doi'ument tiom Mi. Mui.sIomI A telephone message was 
.sent and that doi umcnt was bioiiglil iij) and it was found that then‘ was 
nothing in m> liandwiiung Later on, it was on tht‘ drd of December 
— wlicn the <la\ juevious a ile< ision had been tukiui to. form a separate 
jiarty, viz., Muslim League Rarliamenlar\ Rarty- that I decided to 
accejit the leatlershij) tit the 1‘rogH‘ssne Coalition Party. Dr. vSyama- 
{irasad Mookerjce put liis signatUM- and then I put iun signature. Tlie 
p(unt of impor lance. Sir, is this. The document is h<*r<* and Mr. Saiut 
Cliandra Rose signed as icdlows; 

■‘Sarat Chandra Rose. President and ficader, 

Reiigal CongrasM Pailiamentary l*urty, 
consi.sting of 28 meiiiber.s." 

(The document was handed over to Mr. Dejuity Sjieaker.j 

Sir. i have g^ot one wonl more t(» add. I wanted to get tliis document 
(»n that day. I wa.s told the doiumeiit was not to be found. I tide- 
phoned and I found that Mr. Carter was not in (Jaleiitta, hut I heard 
tlie dix'Ument was available and I, therefore, telejdioned to Mr. Raker 
and 1 sent Mr Murshed and he has got it from Mr. Raker hirriHelf. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr Deputy Speaker, in the 
meantime may we a.seertain if Mr. d. (’. (lUpta, Dr. Sanyal ami 
memt>ers of liis party were also a parts to that document I' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As my^iiame has been mentioned 
1 think 1 have a right to give a jiersonal explanation. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: But be brief. 
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Dr. NALIHAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I was a member present in 
the house of Mr. J. C. Gupta amongst others including the Hon'ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq and in presence of myself and Mr. Gupta we 
saw several members signing on the first page of that document. Below 
the signature that appeared on that page headed by Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose there was no desiTiption of himself as President and Ticader of 
the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party. I was myself present 
there, Sir. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDiN: Sir, I would ask you to refer to what 
has been taken down by your reporters wdieii the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister was mukihg a statement when 1 made a statement in reply to 
that. In thAt statement he a<*cepted the fact that there were two 
documents*-- — 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; No. no. May I make 
that point clear? Sir Nazimuddin is evidently mistaken. Not two 
documents signed by Mr. Sarat (’handra Bose The only tiling that 

Mr. Sarat (Miandra Bo.se signed as la‘ader of the Party was this 

document. The other document with which I had no concern was the 
(lovernment c(nnmuni{|ue which described Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose as 
the licader of tlie Forward Bloc, Mr. Sarat (’handra Bose wrot(> back 
to say that there was nothing like la‘ader of tin* Foiuard Bloc in the 
Assembly, but there was onl\ the Bengal ^'ongre^^ Parliamentary 
Party. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That was in September 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 will only refer to what has been 
taken down b\ \oiir reporters. 1 made it clear that it was agrei'd that 
there wen‘ two documents. (Cries of “No. nt>*’ from the Coalition 
BiMiches.) This is rny first point. Only an hour ago it wo.s ai'cepted 
by the Cliief Minister that there were two doiuments. The second 
thing is that 1 would like to draw special attention to this document. 
We are definitely of opinion that that is not the same as this. On that 

day when it was signed none of the gentlemen put any <late on this 

document and the only date that was put when the Chief Minister 
signed was d p.m. It is obvious that the date was put by the last 
signatory at the time when this document was signed by everybody 
and iiere 1 am not absolutely (‘ertain. » but if the contemporary news- 
papers are looked intu, it will b<* found that there was another meeting 
at which the.se signatures were taken and where the Chief Minister 
signed. 

Secondly, Sir, there is another point. We were told that this 
document was left tiith Mr. Cafter on the 29th. la the Chief Minister 
prepared to state that for the purpose of signature it was obtained 
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!rom Mr. Carter? Dr. Syamapra«acl Mookerjee's signature was 
obtained on that and then the Chief Minister signed on that. That is 
very pertinent point. Just now he has said that it was left with 
Mr. Carter and it w'as obtained back here. 

The third thing is that on that day Khan Hahadur Hushein Ali Khan 
signed on that document to which 1 am referring and not on this. The 
number of members of his party was nil. No number was given. 
Forty-two was put ddw’ii there. So. Sir, from these it is apparent 
that threr were two documents and this is not tlie one whicli 1 referred 
to. Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal and .some other gentlemen who were present 
at the house of Mr. J. V. (luptu c(Uitidentjall> tobl me this and how is 
it that they are denying ibis now? Everybody kdows that what I nm 
sa\ing is ('orrect — (uproar). 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I remind Sir Nazim- 
uddin and Mr Sulirav^ard) what happened at that ('abiriet mec-ting? 
Am 1 not (•()rr(‘ct in sa\iiig that when that document was brought up 
it is true that Khan Hahadui flashem Ali Khan left a blank with regard 
to the numbei <d members, but that document di<l mtt bear an\ stroke 
from my pen? As a matter fact I got this docuimuit and then Khun 
liahudur Ilasliem Ali Khan put down 12. Then Dr. Syamaprusud 
Mookerji-e signed and I signed It is Sir Nazimuddin and im*mbers of 
his pa/t\ t(» wliom 1 am appealing ( 1 uteri uptions. ) It is no use con- 
tradicting me. I maintain, Sir, that this is the onl\ document about 
which I kiKJW . This i^ the (»nl\ document drawn U}) in the hou.se of 
Mr .1. (iupta about wliich I kn<»w If tlo're is an\ other document 
J do not know. So far as this document is concerned, it is evident 
that Mr. Surat Chandia Dose ha.s signed not as IVesiilent of the 
Forward liloc but as Leailer of the Congress Tarty. 

Adjournment. 


It being 12**dO p.rn. — 

The House was adjourned till 8-‘I() a. in. on VVednesda> , the 25th 
March, 1!M2, at the Assembly H ouse, Calcutta. 


• B. O. Pwte.-I942.43— 26MA— 701. 
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enemy action. (Q.) pp. 22il-224. 

Jlepn^Hentation for a Hub-liegiatry 
Office in Bunebaug, Tipiiera: p. 
222 . 

Jlttce 111 the pnee of easential commo- 
dities (Q.) pp. 109, no. in. 

Abdul Lain Bitwaa, Mr. 

Demand for grant; 38— Mcniical pp. 
20 - 22 . 

Abdul Ma)ld, Mr. Byad 

Allowances drawn by Hon’ble Miuia- 
tc^rs for tour during January 1942, in 
Noakbnli; (Q.) p. 115. 

AmoiintN paid as relief in Barisai and 
Noakhali (Q.) p. 171. 

KIcvtiou of tbo Noakhali Diatrici 
Board: (Q.) pp. 227-230. 

Government grant for reooostruction of 
school and madrasah biitldtngsi 
(Q ) pp. 344-345. 

Home-internment of Muoabi Biddiq- 
ullab: (Q.) pp. 13-14. 

MMsronosa raspectfing orsws of 
*‘8andwip” and /*Hatjra'* killed in 
enemy action: (4) pp. 223-224. 
Ahdul ttoiBlib Milii, or. 

Demand for grant— 

38— Medical; pp. 26-29. 

29— Police: pp. 308-309, 

AhOal WMiadf MMidrl 

Demaiid for grant: 29— Polke: pp. 

aSi-m. 
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Abdur flaliNiAii mmufi, Mr. 

Demand for — 

63 — ^Ettraordinary cbarget in 

pp. 202-206. 

— Medical : pp. 35-36. 
licHolution regarding the presence of 
two members of the Gonncil <tf 
Ministers in the Syndicate of the 
Cakutta University: pp. 340-341. 

AMur RaaoHM MntmiMd, Mr. 

Demand for grant— 

37— Education— General ; pp. 130- 

138. 

25 — General Administration — Debt 

Conciliation: p. 401. 

AMur ItaiMi, Mamvl 

^ Demand for grant; 37 — Education 

General: pp. 148-149. 

Abldur Raxa Chewilhury, Khan Baha- 
dur, Mauivi 

Demand for i<rant: 38— Medical, 

pp. 114-36. 

G<meral ele<'tKm of Comilla Muni- 
cipality: (Q.) pp. 220-227. 

Abul Haahlm, Maulvl 

lUsolution of Rai Sahib Anukul Chan- 
dra Das regarding the amendment 
of the Ilengal Servi<'eH Recruitment 
(Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940; pp. 
329-330. 

‘ Abul Noaaain Ahmad, Maulvl 

Dfunand for graat under “29— Police”- 
pp. 280-289. 

Aoharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Baihi 
Kanta, af Muhtagaaha, Mymanaliigh 

Enhancement of rent of the Suiidar- 
hans Estates in the 24-Pargaiias : 
(Q.) p. 172. 

AdmMlatratlan af Bhatpara Mum- 

(Q ) pp* 230-231. 

Advlaaiy Oammittaa m KaMa and 
Marrlaea ftaflatrarv bi Myrnantbigh 

Recoastitutiott of—: (Q.) np. 220- 

222 . 

Atrlaimural laan ta rlaHdlaatad pa^M 
•t HarayMBMj aubdlvItlMit (Q.) pp. 
178-179. 


Ahmad All Mrtdha, Maulvl 

Demand for grant: 38— PnMic 
Health; pp. 45-46. 

Ahmad Naaaain, Mr. 

Demand for grant— 

:r7— Education— General : pp. 133. 

134. 

*1^ — Public Health : pp. 43-44. 

ABaaranaaa 

Drawn by Hon’ble Ministers for tour 
during January, 1942, in Noakhali 
(Q.) pp. 115-117. 

Amlnutia, Khan Bahib Matdvl 

Demand for grant: 37— Education- 
General; pp. 131-133. 

Amounts paid as rallaf In Bahaal and 
Noakhali 1 (Q.) p. 171. 

Amount providad far im p ra v amant af 
Sadar HoapiUlt In iMMtt (Q.) pp. 

6 - 6 . 


Arrwt Mid dtiMttan M Mr. •aral 

dr. dM.! (y.) pp, 8 - 13 . 

Autod HMMln Ktan, khmi ■MMdiir 
Maulvl 

IViu.ml for Krant: %-^noral Ad- 
ministration — Debt Conciliation* pii 
396-397. 


Ban an publla miaflMi 

Withdrawal of-: <Q.) pp. 

Banarll, Mr. P. 

Demand for grant— 

27— Administration of JusUce- im 
70-72. 

37 — Education— General : pp. |05. 


63— Exiraordinaiy ohariae in Indin 
pp, 200-309. 

AdainisiinliMS-llebt 
Coneiliation: pp. 394-30B. 

29-Polioe: pp. 389-292. 
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Agricaltenl Ioab to rkii-«ff6otod 
jltople of NoroyABKonj Bubdirision ; 
(Q.) pp. 178-179. 

Amomito paid aa rt^liof in lUnaal and 
Noakluli: (Q.) p. 171. 

CoHoction of rent in kind in khan 
mahala: (Q.) p. 231, 
r.vcdo«M> relief in Hakarganj, Noakhali 
and Tippera divtricta: <Q.) p. 177. 
Darjeeling froprovement Fu n<l income 
and ox|>onditurt> ; (Q.) pp. 179-1H(). 

Demand for grant— 

27 — Administration of Jiiatico. pp 
06, 84-89. 

1,3 — Oilier Taxon and DiiticH: pp. 
256-267. 

Dinirean in ('hatalpur Union, llrahinaii- 
baria, Tippera: (Q.) |>p. 168-170. 
Knhaiicoment of nmt of the Sundar- 
bana Katatos in the 24-Parganns 
(Q.) P. 172, 

Flood havoc in Bengal diKtrirta in 
Ocuibor, 1941. pfi. 174-176. 

Flood in Burdwan Division and Oov- 
ornment relief: (Q.) pp. 173-174. 
Floral in Damodar nver and (lovern- 
ment relief moaaures: (Q.) pp. ]70> 
171. 

Flooda in Tippera due to breachea in 
the Guniti Krobankroent: (Q.) pp. 
278-279. 

(iratuitouM relief in Cox'a Baaar aiib- 
diviaion: (Q.) p. 170. 

Money spent ibrongk Diatnci Board of 
Tippera for tost relief work. (Q.) 
pp. eB63. 

Fermaaent clerks of Civil Courts in 
Bengal: (Q.) pp. 180.182. 

Jtediictson of rent in Calevtta daring 
war time: (Q.) pp. 269-270. 

Jtovisional aettlement in Jalpaigun 
dttthci: (Q.) pp. 171-172. 

BttMffiii Ilf* BitlfflpHpi 

Remarka in cooaeetioo witk tke with- 
drawal of the reaoiatioa regarding 
the releaae of pMiMiia eoavictod or 

dntotoed maim the Daiici ef Iwha 
Aet and Mee; p. m 


BmarfM, Mr. tthnilh 

Demand for grant — 

42— ('o-o))erat4on: pp. 3634S7, 368- 
A59, ,162.363. 

28~Jails and Convict Setllementa. 
pp. 248-250. 

29-~Folice. pp. at«, 306. 

ianarlM, Or. •urtah Ohindra 

Dimiand for grant under 63 — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India; pp, 212- 
214. 

Point of privilege regarding time for 
diM'UHsion on ‘*I*aliour”: p. .‘150. 

Barma* Mr. Prandiarl 

Besolution of llai Sahib Annkul Chan- 
dra Das n^ganfing the ameinlment of 
Die Bengal Htvrvires Hecruitmeni 
((’onmuinal llatio) Buies, 1940; p. 

Barman, tha Nan'Ma Mr. Upanira Nath 

Sale of country spirit in Darjeeling 
district: (Q.) p. 349. 

Basu, tha Han’Ma Mr. BantaMi Kumar 

Administration of llhatpara Muni- 
ei}»ality: (Q.) pp. 2;i0.23l. 

Amount prrivided for improvement of 
Hadar Hospitals in 1941 42; (Q.) 

j»p. 6-6, 

Communal Ratio Rules to non- 
Gshnnal posts: (Q.) jip. U9-120. 

Demand for grant — 

6.'C~ttxtra<»rdinary charges in India 
pp. 18.3, 214-2U1. 

:j8_Mwlical : pp, 20, 36-41). 

FuWk* Health; pp. 41, 614M, 

Klection of the Noakhali Distriei 
Board (Q.) pp. 227-230. 

Kxtonsion of serviee in Bengal 
Serviee: (Q.) p. % 

Kxtonsion of aervim to ofReerf in the 

D^wrtoMnt! (Q.) pp, m- 

167. 

General eleotioo of the Comilla Maui- 
cipality: (Q.) pp, 226-227. 

Goremment grant to thaiia ditp en- 

<Q ) P- 167. 

G< 7 erBmeat graiN to vitlaipe diapaii- 
oaries; (Q.) pp, 34 . 



ir 


iNmi. 


[VoL. IXII-Ko. 3. 


am, (It NM'Mt Nr. iMtMl Kmm— 

eondd. 

Medical treatment centres for malaria, 
etc., in Jessore: (Q.) pp. 842-343.* 

Number of gazetted posts in the Pub- 
lic Health Department: (Q.) pp. 
272-274. 

Separate beds for Europeans in 
hospitals: (Q.) pp. 6, 7, 8. 

Btngal MtdkMil Sarvlot 

Extimsion of service in — : (Q.) pp. 

1 - 2 . 

BHatpara Mimioliiallty 

Administration of — : (Q.) pp. 230- 
231. 

Blrkmyre, 8lr Hanryt Bart. 

Demand for grant under 63— Extra- 
ordinary charges in India; pp. 207- 
210 . 

BItwai, Mr. Ratik Lai 

Extension of service in Bengal Medical 
Service: p. 1. 

Extension of service to officers in the 
Mwlical Department; (Q.) pp. 166- 
107. 

Pennanent clerks of Civil Courts in 
Bengal: (Q.) pp. 180-182. 

Resolution of Rai Sahib Anukul Chan- 
dra Das regarding the amendment of 
the Bengal Servicea Rocruitmeni 
(Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940: pp. 
3;WK3;i2, 338, m. 

Boat, Mr. Barat Chandra 

Arrest and detention of—: (Q.) pp. 
8-13. 

Release of—: pp. 19-20. 

Bota, Mr. Bubhat Chandra 

Statement by the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition about — and the Forward Bloc 
Parliamentary Party: pp, 190-198. 

Braaahaa In tha Qiimtl Embankiiiant 

Floods in Tippera due to — : (Q.) pp. 

278-279. 

Ohakravarty, Mr. JatMra NaMi 

Renewal of gun licences in Kurigram, 
jRaagpor: (Q.) p. 970. 

Chakraharty, tabu Narandm Narayan 

Point of order regarding the use of 
the expression **fifth aoluiiiiiists** hy 
Maulvi Mafiauddia Ahmad ia his 
hadgat speeoli: p, ,127. 


Chala lpM r Unian, ir atia ii bar l a, TIpiMili 

Distress in — : (Q.) pp. 168-170. 


Cyclone relief in Bakarganj, Noakhali 
and Tip|)cra districts: (Q.) p. 177. 
Flof»d havoc in Bengal districts in 
October, 1941: (Q.) pp. 174-176. 

Tlnnd-cuffs to Defence of India Role 
pnsrmers: (Q.) pp. 14-16. 

Chlppandala, Mr. d. w. 

Demand for grant: .‘19— I’ublic Health; 

pp. .60-61. 

Civil Caurtt In Bangal 

Permanent clerks of — ; (Q.) pp. 180- 

182. 

Callaotian af rant In kind In khat 
mahalt: (Q.) p. 2:11. 

Camilla Munlalpallty 

(^neral election of the—. (Q.) pp 
226-227. 

Cammunal Ratia Rulat 

Revision of — . (Q.) p. 66. 

To non-technu'al posts (Q.) pp. IIH- 

120. 

Ca-operatlva Cradit Saolatlaa 

Kstiiblishmcnt of — in certain parts of 
.Mymcnsingh (Q.) pp. :146-:149. 

Cauntry spirit 

Sale of — in Darjeeling district: (Q.) 
p. :149. 


Gratuitous relief in — : (Q.) p. 170. 

Crawa af **Baiidlp** and **Natya** iiiRad 
In anamy aattan 

lleferenem rrat)ecinig — ; (Q.) pp, 

22,3-224. 


Cyalana raUaf In Bakarganj, Naakhall 
and Tlppara diatriotBi (Q.) p. 177. 

Da m a dar RIvar 

Flood in — and Govemmeot relief 
measonuK (Q.) pp, 170-171. 


auMiidltyrai pp. Ifft-UID. 
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a«% m Mib Anmuil ClMMbrt 

far gmnt— 

27 — AdminiKtration of JuRtice. pp. 

,■17— Eduration—Ooneral : pp. 138- 
140. 

aO-^Pohlto. Hraftk: pp. 49^, 
HoKulutkin r^sardinic tho amondfiK^Tit 
of tho lk>ii 4 (a) SorvicoR Rwniitment 
(Coiomunal Ratio) Ruion, I9i0. pp. 

DMi Babu Radha Natb 

Doinnml for Rrant: 37--F'.(lucfttirtH— 
General; pp. 122-125. 

Oat Gupta, Babu KhagaiHira Nath 

Reviaionai aottlemofit in Jalftaigtin 
fli.sfrui. (Q.) pp. 171-172. 

Oat Gupta, 8J. Narandra Nath 

Atinoultural loan to not-afft'cUxl people 
of Nurayungttiij (Q ) pp. 178-179. 
Ui'Roiution of Rai Sahth Anuku! Chan- 
dra Daa rcgarYling tho amondmont 
of iho Ik*ngnl .Servicea Roe ruitmont 
(Cornniunal Ratio) Rulos, 1940: p. 
;iic. 

Oas Gupta, Babu Pumananda 

Political jiriNonor (Q ) j»p 274-275. 

Datta, Mr. Ohiraiidra Nath 

iX-nmnd for grant — 

27 — Administration of JiiHtico pp 
()7-7(). 

,37 — K<]ucation — Gonoral. pp. 90-100. 
25 — General Adminifitration— I>ebt 
Conciliation: pp. 397-398. 

28 — JeiIr ami Convict Sottlemeata 
pp. 244-246. 

l.'l — Other taxea and dutiea: pp. 257- 
259. 

lioavo of acH*urity priooner Baba Ananta 
^ Kumar IVy. (Q.) pp. 270-271. 
Reaoliition of Rai Rahib Anukul Chan- 
dra f)aa regarding the amendment 
of the Bengal Rerrtcea Recraitmeot 
(Commanal Ratio) Rulea, 1940: pp. 
328-329. 

Qatta. Mr. Bubinar 
Ifaiaai far iqraat; 4B^o-operatkm . 

pp. 369-371. 


Outta Maitaiidar, Mr. Ml bar aiii u 

AdminiHtratum of Bhai{kara Muni- 
eipality; (Q.) pp. 23f).231. 

Mifioa af India Nult 

Iland-cuffa fa— prioonem . (Q.) |^. 14- 

16. 

Oiniand(t) far frant(t) 

27~ .^dminiRlmtinn of JiiNtic'iv pp. fkl- 
90. 

42- 4‘o-o|x'rati(>n pp. .*150 380, 

37 -hilm ation- Anglo-Indian and 

Hiiro|H>nn p. l(ii'). 

or-'F^lueation— Gem'ral pp. lKt-108, 
122-1(15. 

fkl- Kxtraordinary chargoH m India- 
pp. IKI-IPO, 198-219. 

25 - (ieiiernl Adininiatration -Debt 
Coneiliation, pp. .392-102, 404-406. 

25 JnilH and (’onvict SetllemeniH , pp. 
232 256. 

.38 -M<»dirnl pp. 20*11, 

1,3— Other taxes and diilioK pp 256- 
268 . 

29 Poliec pp 279 ,320. 

,39 Piihlic Health pp. 41, 42-54 

Otputy Sptaktr, Mr. (Mr. Sytd daiah 

uddifi Hathemy) 

Rullfigi and Obearvationt: 

On Um* objertion raiw<] fa the aw of 
expreiuiion '*fifih eolumnnita” by 
Maul VI Mariatiddtn Ahmed in his 
budget Rix'ecb: p. 127. 

On the iietition prenenU'd by Dr, Nali- 
rmksha Hanyal. p, 289, 

On the point of order rained by 
Dr. Nalinaksba Nanyal, regarding 
afTangf^ment rogarding tfai admiata- 
tration of the ANoembly Oflfaa ia the 
abwiM'e of the ^on’ble BiiealtM': p, 
121. 

On the poittt of order rained by 
Dr. Nalinakaha Banyat, regarding the 
method of diapoaal of hnaineM in 
oaoaeetioa wHh demaad far grant 
tta«far tlie head *^CkM>per«tiiin'' : p. 
TW7. 
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RiHifigt ami OfMtrvatlami 

In conwKftion with the point of order 
raised . Iiy Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddia 
in ct^pnociion with the withdrawal of 
the resolution of Mr. Satyapriya 
Hanerjeo regarding the release of 
})erHonH convicted or detained under 
the Defence of India Act and Rules: 
p. 322. 

On the point of privilege raised by 
Dr. Suresh (’handra Hanerjee regard- 
ing time for discussion on "Labour”: 
p. fVrrf). 

Hcgarding disposal of hcld-over ques- 
tions raised by Khan Bahadur 
Muhamm<Hl Ali: p. 121. 

On p<»int of order regarding "Rtates- 
man”: p. 42. 

Olmotor of RuMto information and 
Aaaittafit Oiraotor of Publio Informa- 
tion 

Reversion of the present incumbents 
to the posts of — : (Q.) pp. 57-68. 

Olitrott 

in Chntalpur Union, Brahmanbaria, 
Tip|K‘ra: (Q,) pp. 168-170. 

Division 

On the rut motion of Mr. Faeliir Rah- 
man under 37 — Education — (leneral: 
pp. 163-164. 

On the rut motion of Khan Bahadur 
Mohamintnl Ali under the Iwad 20— 
Police : p|). 318-319. 

On the rut motions of Maulvi Muham- 
mad Israil under 87 — Education — 
Ooneral: |>p. 150-160, 161-163. 

Ootid, Mr. Harondra Nath 

Demand for grant : 38 — Medical : p. 
84. 

Etootlon of tlio NoahHaN Dlftriot loardt 

(Q.) pp. 227-230. 

ElOQtioii to tbo Bintal UgialatbM 
A to iinb i y 

Oflkial camraasing in a Natoro— ; 
(Q.) pp. 18-19. 

Enloratmint of Priamm CAmOon Aot 

In MaMai (Q.) pp. 11M13. 

niniii — 1 of oMomo Olid oto* of tho 
ImMHoo Doportmaiit m omr aupply 
worlii (Q.) pp. dm. 


fVoi,. LXii— tTo. s. 

EntniNMMMt tt niM ¥ tM tMteijM 
Eotatio lit tho M-Parfonati (Q.) p. 
172. 

Enquiry into tlio Arini ot KoNgonli (Q.) 

p. 120. 

EttaMiaHmint af C i apar a tivo dradlt 
Ooelotioa in oartain porta of Myrno w 
ainghi (Q.) pp. d46-3«». 

EstaMIMimont af iuta Tndlfif Doordae 

(Q.) pp. 182 -ia 3 . 

EstaMIshmant of a iaiiaol ioord In 
Ralalialii diatrloti (Q.) pp. 345-346. 
Extantlon of torviso to t ii oa ri In tfio 
Mddloal Doportmont I (Q.) pp. 166- 

167. 

Extonalon of aonrioo In Dongal M tdio a l 

Sarvlooi (Q.) pp. 1-2. 

Faihad Roxa Chowdhiiry, Mr. 

Enquiry into the firing at Kaligan): 
(Q.) p. 120. 

Faxiul Hiiq, tho Hon'Mo Mr. A. K. 

Allowances drawn by Hon’Ue Ministers 
for tour during January, 1942, in 
Noakhali: (Q.) pp. 116-117. 

Arrest and detention of Mr. Bnrat 
Chandra Bose; (Q.) pp. 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13. 

Demand for grant — 

28 — Jails and Convict BetUeraents : 
pp. 262-256. 

29- Police: pp. 279, 310, 311, 812- 
316, 317. 

Enquiry into the firing at Kaliganj : 
(Q.) p. 120. 

Grievances of security prisoners; (Q.) 
p. 225. 

Handcuffs to Defence of Jndia Role 
prisoners; (Q.) p. 15. 

Home internment of Mnnahi Biddi- 
qullah: (Q.) p. 14. 
licave of aecuiaty prisoner BaH 
Anania Kumar Dey : (Q.) pp. 273- 
271. 

Method of real^tkm of war oontri* 
botion: (Q.) pp- 16-18. 

Obeervaiioos m oonnectioB wMb the 
resolution for mahiag a® aiqiointr 
ments by conqietiliTe * exaaiiiatkw, 
kMping the commia s i raMe mteet: 
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Hm HM'bto Wr. A. K.— 

' Ofieial c«iT»Miiig in » Kstore elec- 
tion to the Bengal Legiglative 
•AMonblj: (Q.) pp. 18-19. 

Political prifMmer Baba Pumananda 
Das Gupta: <Q.) pp. 274-275. 

Plrofiaions for aecurity prisoners; (Q.) 
pp. 114-115. 

**eiiiarlbs against the use of expres- 
sion cofamnists" by Mavivi 

Mafianddin Ahmed in his Budget 
Speech: p. 126. 

Remarks in connection with the reso- 
httion of kfr. Khwaja Shahabuddin 
regarding the Murapara mosqu** 
pp. 323-324. 

Remarks on the resolution of Hai 
Sahib Anukul Chandra Tins regard- 
ing the amendment of fho Bciignl 
Services Rwruitnicnt (('oriiiiuinal 
Ratio) Rules, ]94() pp .'CkWt'lH, a'lO. 

Renewal of gun luetices in Kurigram, 
Hangpur. (Q.) p. 270. 

Resolution of Mr. Satyapriya Hanerjt*e 
regarding the release of persons con- 
victed ofdetained under the IVfeiice 
of India Act Rules pp 32(K121, 
322. 

Review of cases of security prisoners 
(g.) pp 275-277 

Revision of Communal Ratio Rules 

(Q.) p. 56. 

Reversion of the preaont incumlientM to 
the posts of Director of Public lnfc»r- 
nintion and Assistant DirtH'iur of 
Public Information: (g.) pp. 57-58. 

Sof'urity prisoner 8j. Abani Oiakrn- 
varty; <Q.) pp. 117-118. 

Htatemeni and remarks in (xinnertttni 
with a document signeil by Mr. Karat 
Chandra Bose. pp. 406-467, 408, 

409. 

Ktatement by the lioader of the Ofipo- 
^ sHioa aboert Mr. KuMias Cluindra 
Boae and the Forward Bloc Parlia- 
mentary Party: pp. 197-198. 

KtateiMiit in reply to the statemeBt by 

. the Leader of the Opposition and^ 
remarks in connection therewith ; 

pp. 38(K381, 386, 390, 391. 

• 

WiUidrawal of ban on public meetings : 
(Q.) pp. 66^. 


Fiiliil QMHr, KIim j l l MMiM r 

Demand for grant: 63— Extraordinary 
Charges in India: pp. 183*188. 

Faxlur RaimiM), Mr. 

Demand for grant : 37— Education^ 
General; pp. 160-106. 

Official canvassing in a Nuioro election 
to tlH> Bengal Ix'gislative Assembly^ 
(Q.) |>. 18, 

Failtir Rihiiian, Mr. (Mywm mng t i ) 

IXunand for grant under 27— Admtuta- 
tratioii of Juititv. pp. 78-79. 

Flrlfig at Kaliiiiil 

Enquiry into the— (g.) p. 120. 

Fload In Bunlwin Oivltlon ana Qovam- 
mint rtllafi (g.) pp. 173-71 

Flood In Oamodar rlwar and Otvommont 
roWif imuurmt (g.) pp. 170-171. 

Fleodt ki Tlpptra dua to brtoohot In tlw 
Qumtl Emhonlimont I (Q.) p(>. 278^ 
279. 

Flood liavoo In lontal diftrlott In Ooto* 

bor, mil (g.) pp. 174 176, 

OonguH, Mr. Fratui Chandra 

UricvatK‘i«s of security prisoners: (Q.) 
p. 225. 

UevKm' of (^ascH of stH'uriiy prtaomfrs 
(g ) pp. 276-277. 

Gaiottad poita m tho FiiMlo Hoalth 
Oopartmont 

NumlsT of (g ) |ip. 272-274, 

Oonoral olooflen of tho Comilla Mimleb’ 
poll^i (g.) pp. 226-227. 

Qhooo, Mr. Atid Krtahna 

HenJutdion of n*iit in Cahiitta during 
war time: (Q.) pp. 209-270. 

OovomniMit irant lor noonotmotloti ol 
iihool ond wi d rma huHdlniii (Q.) 
pp. 344-345. 

O o r ommo n t pram It Thana dtapanadrlais 

(g.) p 167 . 

OovomaMiit praiil ta vMlapo dlMMMarfaai 

(Q.) pp. 2-4. 

Grant at Moa m a far Ihta tuMwmkm m 

mmn mmm i (<^ ) pt>- ikmu. 
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rili 

Qrattrttoiit rakitr tn Ctx’s Saaar tuMh 

vMmi. (Q.) p. 170. 

QrltvaiMMt 0f Moiirity prltonarti (Q.| 

p, 226. 

Qun Hc tnoet in Kinlgram, Ranginir 

llonewal of—: (Q.) p. 270. 

QupU, Mr. iasMti Chamlra 

Demand for tyrant: 03 — Extraordinary 
chargea in India: pp. 188-190. 

Qurung, Mr. Dambtr BintH 

Darjoeling Improvemaiit Fund income 
and expenditure: (Q.) pp, 179-180. 
Bale of country apirit m Darjeeling 
diatriut. (Q ) p. 049. 

HaroldiNklln Ahmad, Khan gahib 

IXmiuiul for grant : 42 — Co-operatiou . 
pp. 350-353. 

EKlubliMlimout of Co-o|)orativo Credit 
SocieticN in certain |>arU of Myiueii- 
Hingh . ((4.) pp. 340-349. 

KecotiHtitution of Adviaory Committ^v 
for Kaxi and Marriage Uegistrar 111 
Mymeuamgh: (Q.) pp. 220-222. 

Htndoufla to OManoa af India Rida 

prlaonarai (g.) pp. 14-15. 

Haaham All Khan, tha Hon'fala Khan 
Bahadvr 

Demand for grant— 

42-~ C4M>perati<m ; pp. 860, 375-377^ 

378-379. 

25 — General AihniiiiHtruiion — Debt 
Conciliation : pp. 3t)2, 404-406. 
KMtubliHimieiit of Co-opi»rative Credit 
SiKietieH ill tvrtain parts of liymeu- 
ttingli (Q.) i*p. 340-349. 

Haama Muritiad, Mrs. <on balwlf af tha 
Hon*b»a Nawab Khwaja HaWbidlah 
Bahadur, of Oaaoa) 

Engagement of officers and staff of 
Jtidusirk'H IXfiartjnent in war supply 
work: (Q.) pp. 04-66. 

RstabHslinicnt of Jote Trading Boards: 
(Q.) pp. 182-183. 

Grant of Ueanoe for iate miltiTatiait 

in small holdings: (Q.) pp. 63-64. 

Industrial ai'lioob managed by Qevem- 
nH*ni and rapwring grants-in-aid : 
(Q.) pp. 172-173. 


HoM-ovir dmatlinii p. 121. 

Hama intammant of MwiMU Biddiciidlahi 

(Q.) pp. 18-14. 

Hoapitali 

Separate beds for Europeans in — : 
(Q.) pp. 6^. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Mautvl 

Demand for grant: 37 — Education— ^ 
General: pp. 146-147. 

Enforcement of Primary Education Act 
in Malda. (Q.) p. lll.» 

Induatiial aohaoia aMmagad by Gavarti- 
mant and raaalvlng irantrin*aidi 

(Q.) pp. 172-173. 

Induatrlaa Dapartmant 

Engagement of officers and staff of the 
— in war supply work. (Q.) pp 04- 
66 . 

lapahani, Mr. M. A. H. 

C/oinimmal Kstio Kules to non-techiiu-al 

IKists (g ) p. 118. 

Number of guxetted (lostn in the Public 
Health Departnteut (Q.) pp. 272- 
274. 

JalaJuddIn Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, 

Maidvi 

Gratuitous relief in Ck>x’s llaaar sub- 
division (g.) p. 170. 

dalan, Mr. Iiwar Oaa 

Demand for grant. 25 — Geiwral Admin- 
istration— l>‘bt Conciliation: p. 397 

Jonah All Majumdar, Mr. 

Money 8|M»nt tlirough Dmtrict Board 
of IVpcru fiN U'et relief work. <g.) 
pp 6(M;3 

Kimdu, iBr. NMtha Nath 

Demand for grant — 

28 — Jails and (Jbiivict Ht'ttlefmnts 
pp. 250-262. 

21b Pohee: pp. 302. 303, 301. 

Method of realisation of war contnbu- 

" tioo; <Q.) pp. 16-16. 

Security prisoner of Sj. Abani diak- 
ravarty tg.) p. 117. 

I^va af tha aaouHty pr i iawm tabu 


AnaiMa Kumar Rayi (Q.) pp. 270-271. 
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Lkfnm for Into c|tltiratiiii in aniiM 
htiilnti 

Grant of — : (Q.) pp. 63-64. 

MantiMMKi AfMiMl, Maulvl 

Demand for grant— 

42— Co-operation : pp. 369-362. 

37— Education — General: pp. 125-126, 
127-128. 

Floods in Tippera due to breaches in 

^tfae Onmti Embankment: (Q.) 

pp. 278-279. 

Representation for a Sub-Registry 
Ofl&c« in Burichang, Tippera: (Q.) 
p. 222. 

floitl, Mr. Nlkunli MmiI 

Demand for grant— 

37 — Education — General: pp. 142-146. 
39 — Public Health : pp. 46-49. 

Maiumtfar, Mr. JnanatHira Chantfra 

Political piisoner Babu Purnananda 
Das Gupta: (Q.) pp. 274-275. 

Provisions for security prisoners. Q.) 
p. 114. 

ManOal, Mr. Amrita UU 

Engagement of officers and staff of 
the Industries Department in war 
supply work: (Q.) pp. 64-65. 

Mandal, Mr. Aanltu Bahari 

Flood in Damodnr river and Govern- 
ment relief measures: (Q.) pp. 170- 
171. 

Resolution of Rai Sahib Anukul Chan- 
dra Das regarding tlie ameiidroent of 
the Bengal Services Recruitment 
(Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940; 
pp. 335-336. 

Mamlal, Mr. Jagat O Haw d r a 

Distress in Chatalpur Union. Brsh- 
nianbaria, Tifipera: (Q.) pp. 168-170. 

^afUnadffifi Akiiaiii, Mauhri 

Amount provided for improvement of 
Sadar Hospitali in 1941-42: (Q.) 

' p . . 

£»tab1iihnM!nt of a School Boani in 
Rajsbahi district: (Q.) pp. 345-346. 

Govertmtcni grant to tbana dispeo- 
sariea: ^Q.) p. 167. 

Cksvernmoiit grant to village dispen- 
•turm: (Q.) pp. 2-3. 


MaiiMM tnatiMiit oantrtt far MtlarlBi 
ata., in daaaaras (Q.) pp. 342^. 

Maanga from tlia BaiMil Lagiatatlvi 

Gaufioilt p. 19. 

Mathotf of raaliMtiofi of awr aantrffiytlaiii 

(Q.) pp. 16-18. 

Malimiiiiad Ali, Khan Bahadur 

Demand for grant' — 

1.3— Other Taxes and Duties: pp. 
267-268. 

29— Police . pp. 280-283. 

Held-over questions: p. 121. 

Point of personal explanation regarding 
criticism of sergeants in oonnectiOA 
w ith Demands for grant*— 29 — Police : 
pp. 311-312. 

Rise in the price of eseeniial commodi- 
ties : (Q ) p. 1(®. 

Money spent through District Board af 
Tippera for U*st relief works: (Q,) 
pp. 6063 

Maohoriea, the Hon*hla Dr. ByMdagrand 

Demand for grant under IS-'-Otbar 
taxes and duties: pp. 964-267, 268. 

R€*ply of— to his own objectionable 
utterance: p. 264. 

Morgan, Mr. B. 

Demand for grant : 25->-<i«aerai Ad- 
ministration— Debt Conciliation: pp. 
39H419ff. 

Industrial schools managed by Govern- 
ment and receiving granlwin-aid : 
<Q.) pp. 172173. 

Maalini Afi MMIah, Mudvi M. 

Establishment of Jute Trading Boards: 
(Q.; pp. 182-183. 

Separate Ms for Europeans in ^hospi- 
tals: <Q.) p. 6. 

Mimmmmg isnti, Mnnlvi 

Demand for grant — 
l2-~C(M)peration : pp. 866366. * 

37 — Education— General: pp. 9096. 

25— General Admiiiistration-^-lMM 

Condliaiton ; pp. 399394. 

muUmim, Mr. Tank §$am 

Flood in Burdwan I^vislon nnd Oaw- 
•ernment relief : (Q.) pp. 178-174. 
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Jiff ^toirtiMtrji Narayan 

Diimand for grant— 

jW-rl^traordinary charges in India; 
pp. 206-207. 

. ^ 38 — Medical ; p. 34 . 

Mifliliarjaa, Or. Sliarat OliBfKira 

Demand for grant— 

28 — Jaile and Convict Settlements: 
pp. 246-248. 

88— Medical: pp. 22-26. 

88 — ^Public Health : p. 44. 

•Withdrawal of ban on public meetings: 
(Q.) pp. 68-60. 

MiMliamif Notaaifii Nawab, Khan Baha* 
(tur 

Demand for grant; 27— Administration 
of Justice ; pp. 83-84. 

Muati^awial Haque, Mr. 8yed 

Demand for grant . 25 — General 

Ad/niaistrntion — Debt Conciliation : 
p. 402. 

i 

fluhnuilflin, Khwaja Sir 

Personal aifdanation and remarks in 
connection with the statement of the 
Leader of the House in reply to the 
statement of the Leader of the 
Opposition: pp. 389-881. 

Release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Hose : 
pp. 19-20. 

Remarks on the statement made by the 
l4Mder of the House in ixinnection 
with a domment signed hv Mr. Sarat ] 
Chandra Hose; pp. 40R-I(i9. i 

Statement h^ tin Leader of the Oppo- 
sition ahoiit Mr. Subhas Chandra 
Bose and the Forward Bloc Parlia- 
mentary Party pp, lOO-lpC. 

Noakhati Diatriot Board 

Election of the—: (g ) pp. 2*27-230. 

Obltotionabla uttaranoe of Hon’bta Or. 
•yamapratad Mookarjao 

Reference to— ; pp. 202-^. 

OfioiaJ oanvaaaifii in a Natoro oMotion to 
tut Borigai Logtiiatiyo AaoimMyi (Q.i 
pp. 18-19. 

Pormantnt oloilii of Civti Courts in 

(Qg pp. 180-182. 


Pdraonal oaiilaMtlQ(i 

Of Khwajg Sir Naaimuddin in connec- 
tion with the statement in reply to 
his statement as the Leader of the 
Opposition: pp. 888390. 

Point of infoimatidfi 

Raised by Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal 
regarding the cases of a large num- 
ber of young men with restricted 
movements in connection with tl^ 
resolution of Mr. Satyapriya 

on the release of persons con- 
victed or detained under the Defence 
of India Act and Rules : pp. 321-322. 
Point of orddr 

Arrangements regarding the adminis- 
tration of the Assembly OflSce in the 
absence of the Hon’ble Speaker 
raised by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 
p. 121 . 

Rai.sed by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 
regarding the method of disposal of 
business in connection with demand 
for grant under the head '‘Co- 
operation’'- pp. 366-367. 

Raised by Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin. 
m c*onnection with the witlidrawal of 
the resolution of Mr. Satyapriya 
Baiierjee regarding the relea.se of 
persons convict^nJ or detained under 
the Defence of India Act and Rules 
p. 322. 

Regarding a resolution of Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi; pp. 54 ^. 

Regarding the motion on which Mr. 
Nishitha Nath Kundu was speaking 
in comiection with Demands for 
Grants ; 2i) — Police, raised by Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanyal; p, 302 . 

Rt‘garding withdrawing or expunging 
of expressions cxinveying pi>raoujd 
ehnrg.s raised by Dr. Nalinaksha 
■ Sanyal- pp. 402^03. 

Ruling on-regarding "Statesman” ; 
p. 42. ^ 

Point of portonat oxpianotioii ^ 

Raised by Khan Bahadur Mohammad 
All regarding critiewm of Vrgeanw 
in connection with Demands for 
Grants- 29--Polioe; pp. 8U412. 

Point of privitogo 

Regarding time for cU^icuswoii on 

^bour” raised by Dr. Snroah 
Chandra Banerie • p. 350 . 
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Pol^iatl prtttntr Babit MviaiMimta Dm 

flpiHti (Q.) pp. 274-275, 

PrMS aiNl VisHort' OftlfariM 

Oiei^nce' of— during discussion of the 
statement made by the Leader of the 
Opposition about Mr. Subhas Chan- 
dra Bose and the Forward Bloc 
Parliamentary Party; pp, 19M92. 


Prioa of oooaiitlol oonwioftttiM 

Bi»e in the-; (Q.) pp. 109-111. 

Brimory EOiiMtlon Aet 

Enforcement of — in Malda : (Q.) pp. 

11M13. 

ProtMt agaifitt a tootioii of tha Houat 
aalfing tliamaalvaa Cofigraas mambars! 

pp. 386-389. 

Provitiont for sacurity priaonart; (Q.) 
pp. 114-115. 

Public Haalth Oapartmant 

Numbt-r of gast»ttcd posts in the—: 
(Q.) pp. 272-274. 

Public maatings 

Withdrawal of ban on — (Q.) pp. 

58-60. 

Raoofiatruatlon of aobool and madratM 
buildingt 

Government grant for — , (Q.) pp. 

344,346. 

Raduotion of rant in Calcutta during war 

tima: (g.) pp. 269.270 

Rataaaa of Mr. garat Chandra Boaa: pp. 

19-20. 

Rolitf gi¥on in Bariaal and Noahhali 

Amounts paid as — . (Q.) p. 171. 


Ranowal of fan iioonooa in Kurigram i 

<Q.) P. 27Q. 


Rant in CalouUa durifi%war tiino 

^Reduction of—; (Q.) pp. 269-270. 

Rant in hind in hlMa maliaia 

CoUeol^^ of — ; (Q.) p. 231. 

Rant of tfii SundartMm EstatM in tho 
t4«Parganat 

Enhancement of—: fQ.) p. 173. 


Ravionr af mm at wmmfitjf p ria ana n i 

(Q-) pp. 276^. 


Roviaion of Oanimtifiaf Ratia lUiliai 

p. 66. 

Ravoraian 

Of the present incumbents to the posta 
of Director of Public Ixtforoiatioa 
and Assistant Director of PubHo 
Information: (Q.) pp. 67-58. 

Rovltiofial aottlainant toi daipaiguH dir 
Irtoti (Q.) pp. 171-172. 

Riot-aiiaotad paapla of NarayaiM«n| aub* 
divMon 

Agricultural loan to—: (Q.) pp. 178- 
179. 

Rita in tha priaa of aaaantial MimwaditlM# 

(Q.) pp. 109111. 

Roy, Mr. Kamal Kriahna 

D<>tiiaiitj for grant: 29— Polioa; pp, 
3094J10. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Sanhar 

Prolost against a aociton of tho Houae 
calling iheiDHolvM Congresa mem- 
In^rs pp. 388.:489. 

ReiiiArkN on tho point of order raised 
by ilr. Khwaja Shahabuddin in con- 
iH'Ction with the withdrawal ol iho 
resolution of Mr. Satyapriya Baner- 
jco regarding the release of persona 
convictml or detained under tho 
Deft-iicc of India Act and Rulea: pp. 
322.328. 

Btatement regarding the attitude of 
the CongrtwA Party towards motions 
No«. 3W and 47 . pp. 167-168. 

Ruling on f»oint of ordor MgfV^fM 
**ttol0imon" ] p 42. 

Eodar Hoapitala 

Amount provided for improvement of 
—ill 1941-42: rg.) pp. 6-6 

Solo of country ipiHl bi Oor|ooliiit 
diatricti (Q.) p. 349. 

ionyii, Or. Nolinohoha 

Demand for grant — 

27 — Adoiinistraiioo of Justice;# pp 
74-77. 

42— Co-operation : pp. 878-376. 

S & — General Admin Utration-*»]>sbt ... 
Conciliation; pp. ^Q-40t. 

28— Jatis and Convict Setthmiottta ; 

• pp. 232-242. 244. 
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•MiPii ftr. U iMm kl M rm eid. 
d&*-Medic»l : pp. 29^. 
l$--Otber Twei »nd Duti«t: pp. 
259-262. 

29^PoUce : pp. 296-298. 

89— Public Health ; pp. 42-48. 

Point of order on the arrangements 
regarding the administration of the 
Assembly Office in the absence of the 
Hon’ble Speaker: p. 121. 

Point of order regarding the method of 
disposal of business in connection 
with demand for grant under the 
head 42— Co-operation : pp. 366-367 . 

Point of order— 

Regarding the motion on whidh 
Mr. Nishitba Nath Kundo was 
speaking in connection with 
demands for grants under 29 — 
Police: p. 302. 

Regarding resolution of Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi; pp. 54-55. 

Regarding withdrawing or expung- 
ing of expressions conveying 
personal charges: pp. 402-403. 

Protest against a section of the House 
calling themselves Congress mem- 
bers: pp. 386, 387, 388, 389. 

Remarks on the point of order raised 
by Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin in con- 
nection with the withdrawal of the 
resolution of Mr. Satj'apriya Baner- 
jee regarding the release of persons 
convicted or detained under the 
Defence of India Act and Rules: p. 
322. 

Remarks on the statement made by the 
Leader of the House in connection 
with a document signed by Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose: p. 406. 

Resolution for making all appoint- 
ments by competitive examination 
keeping the comiqunal ratio intact: 
pp. 324-836. 

RiMolution of Rai Sahib Anukul 
Chandra Das regarding the amend- 
ment of the Bengal Services Be- 
cmitment (Communal Ratio) Rolea, 
1940: pp. 883-834, 886. 

BemiiMi of Oommunal Ratio Rales: 

(Q.) p, ,86. 


Demand for grant: 27— Administhk 
tioD of Justioe: pp. 80-88. 

Point of information regarding «the 
cases of a large number of young men 
with restricted movements in con- 
nection with the resolution of 
Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee on the 
release of persons convicted or 
detained under the Defence of India 
Act and Rules: pp. 321-322. 

Point of order raised by Dr. NaH- 
naksha Sanya! regarding withdraw- 
ing or expunging of expressions 
conveying personal charges: p. 403. 

•nrfcnr, Baku Un il nin Mi a w 

Demand for grant: 37 — Education — 
General: pp. 129-131. 

•etieol Beard 

Establishment of a — m Rajsbabi dis- 
trict: (Q.) pp. 345-846. 

•aeurlty prtooiier tj, Abani Cliakra* 
vartyi (Q.) pp. 117-118. 

Beeurlty prlaeiiarf 

Grievances of — ; (Q.) p. 226. 

Provisions for — ; (Q.) pp. 114-115. 

Review of cases of — : (Q.) pp. 276- 

277. 

•eourlty prlaeiiir Babu Ananta Kumar 
Day 

Leave of—: (Q.) pp. 270-271. 

Sen, Mr. AtuI Chandra 

Demand for grant: 38— Medical: p, 
36. 

Ben, Mr. PMrandra Nath 

Demand for grant: 63 — ^Extraordinary 
charges in India: pp. 219-211. 

•an, Babu Natauim Nath 

Arrest and detention of Mr. Sa^’-t 
Chandra Bose: (Q.) p. 8. 

•wwat* M, tn twfmm bTtiMIHiMit 

(Q.) pp. M. 

•iraM Mim, Mr. 

Demand for grant— 

27— Adamiekraikai of Juatiee: p. 66. 
29-Police: pp. 292-294. 
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•MkhabiaMiii, Mr. Khwaja 

Point of order in connection with the 
withdrawal of the resolution of 
Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee regarding 
the release of persons convicted or 
detained under the Defence of India 
Act and Rules: p. 322. 

Remarks in connection with the reso- 
lution regarding the Murapara 
^^^mosque: pp. 323-324. 

Reversion of the present incumbents to 
the posts of Director of Public In- 
formation and Assistant Director of 
Public Information: (Q.) pp. 57-58. 

Shahadall, Mr. 

Demand for grant: .37 — Education — 
General; pp. 1.36-136. 

SlLdlquIlah, Munslii 

Heme internment of—- (Q.) pp. 13- 
14. 

Slngha, Babu Kshatra Natti 

Resolution of Rai Sahib Anukul Chan- 
dra Das regarding the amendment 
of the Bengal Services Recruitment 
(Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940: pp. 
.327-328. 

Statamant 

By the Ix*ader of the House in conmn - 
tion with a document signinl by 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose: pp. 406- 
409. 

By the Leader of the House in reply 
to the statement by the Leader of 
the Opposition: pp. 380-.391. 

By the l.jeadei of the Opposition about 
Mr. Suhhas C'handra Bose and the 
Forward Bloc Parliamentary Party 
pp. 190-196. 

"Stataamaii** 

Ruling on point of order regarding — : 
p. 42. 


iub-llaBiatry OMoa bi ButWibim, 
Tlppart 

Representation for a—-: (Q.) p. 222. 
Bur, Mr. Narantfra Kumar 

Demand for grant — 

37— Education— General : pp. 128-129. 
29— Police, pp. 28;l-286. 

Taat rtlltf workt 

.Money »|>eiit through District Boartl 
ot TipjM'ra; (Q.) pp. 00-63. 

Thana dlspansartaa 

Go\ eminent grant to—. (Q.) p. 167. 

VllUga diapanaarlat 

Government grant to — : (Q.) pp. 2-4. 

Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

Resolution of Rai Sahib Anukul ('han- 
dra Das regarding the amendment of 
the Bengal SiTvices Recruitment 
(Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940: p. 

War ooffitrlbutian 

.Method of ri'alisation of — . (Q.) pp. 

15 - 18 . 

Withdrawal of ban on publlo maotingai 

pp. 58-60 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Demand for grant — 

42~(’o-o]x*rat»on. pp. ,%7-369. 

.37 Fklueation—fJeneral; pp, 140- 
142. 

29— Police pp. 29H-.301. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

Medical tr»*atment centres for malaria, 
etc., in Jessore: (Q.) pp. 342-343. 


B. O. Fnas— 10<£-4S— 44Sia— 700. 











